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Haj queue: Bridging disconnect between aspiration
and financial readiness
October 19, 2026 @ 1:53pm

Financial capability is not built at the same pace across all households, and those who save diligently over a longer

period should not be disadvantaged simply because their means are limited. NSTP/GENES GULITAH
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LETTER: While the aspiration to perform haj should be encouraged, the waiting list increasingly records that

aspiration without adequately indicating whether prospective pilgrims will be financially prepared when their

turn arrives.

The 2025 haj season illustrates this when over 15,000 prospective pilgrims, representing 50 per cent of the

31,600 who received offers, declined or postponed their departure, primarily because of insufficient savings.

These refusals required Tabung Haji (TH) to offer the available places to other prospective pilgrims within a

limited timeframe, complicating quota management and exposing the weak relationship between queue

registration and financial preparedness.

Therefore, the debate is whether those entering the queue have a realistic prospect of accepting an offer

when their turn arrives.

Thus, Seruan Istito'ah - a recent requirement of RM15,000 as minimum savings balance to qualify

automatically for a haj queue number - did not emerge in a policy vacuum.

Get the quick story here Summarise for me ➜

Top stories :

 

MALAYSIA IPU Air Pollutant Index Updated 29 Oct, 11:00 am MYT Source: MyEQMS Full report

‹

 

86 Batu Muda
WP Kuala Lumpur · Moderate · PM2.5

84 Pasir Gudang
Johor · Moderate · PM2.5

70 Keningau
Sabah · Moderate · PM2.5

69 Samalaju
Sarawak · Moderate · PM2.5

67 Klang
Selangor · Modera ›

 

Trending : Heard the News? Zaharif  Affendi MMEA Tragedy Ballon d'Or Christy Ng Akmal Saleh Melaka polls

pen hunt Asean | 'Eat the rich': Thousands protest graft, wildfires in Indonesia Corporate | Maxis neither deni

https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CgtxWJ8TiaoeMLoLSqfkPmNCgmAWcxqmoigHOyuSspRbcr7fDARABIIeWryBgy4OAgIwXoAHc4MfSAsgBCakC_wycFV52kD7gAgCoAwHIAwqqBKUCT9BZzrVpFbXTcSjnZnynCERWrd5I4SwpUZKqGlu7BFAmr3aQOMkxD-EYTv4fkzShIJ6SBrmOU3WGjGVDh7yxG4JilxoJN8ZMrkrzkanrW-xmpIca8c1fTjgHu84qfxQ1Hp3q1zkG3Wqg5SUhMx1zpuaBQD5fFrg6Wl_vE1GnGjzsPrQkynn0gd8fKExjRRq0r83RHCh9hzIK0hHikrIex8-dA-OePm48EnILP559fytY4YYb_1Z1co7DsAr222Mp5Yjj5AzWDrYA-27A484j2guVOMp-TPcBOIlTZPB1G3gN7b0538GoKp8yr-LDrZXyILS3dJ77SQR_d91IqJhbALzVW9us-l21BMA69bQDRWQFxepq3EEg_lXFIuEuIAHvNVJEODHABOuinvHtBeAEAYgFysC821qgBi6AB4yfuK0BqAep67ECqAenzLECqAfi2LECqAemvhuoB8zOsQKoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAf-6LECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAef4bECqAem67ECqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB5oGqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrEC2AcA0gg3CIBhEAEYHTIIioKAgICAgAg6FInQgICAgASQwICAgKCogAKogYAYSL39wTpYrrbZ7KrelwNgAbEJ5PEMGHL-1yaACgOYCwHICwGADAGiDAsqBgoE9vKxApABAaoNAk1ZyA0B4g0TCM_I2uyq3pcDFQJpKgkdGCgIU-oNEwiOhNzsqt6XAxUCaSoJHRgoCFPwDQKIDv___________wG4E-QD2BMDiBQD0BUBmBYByhYCCgD4FgGAFwGyFxAYASoKNTUwOTExMDc0OFAGuhcCOAGqGBcJAAAAAIB7_UASCjU1MDkxMTA3NDgYAbIYCRICxWgYLiIBANAYAcIZAggB&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIx7ve7KrelwMVAmkqCR0YKAhTEAEYASAAEgJq7fD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQS9QEAQM4h3NjFAMzRx5v2sYnxv7fKWyhKEbGkudyt-KdZBT98AJMCe_2X-BsfMPviDfT04L84_1ek33wLE_0XdGQfvz49zWzImWu7JpPU7J7GysxIpvp1pGQUV6E8M7BgwgHeKFaI2nHB4tWhBBlGMdtQddyscQJRJMrR1ZBQPrmb_yqHYig6CJ8LN6Q4rVzLImjOlAatZIob8gQInaW9UUE_SGH_8LhEuQiYKbcEa0AO0O1ndEfilhKoRRuVKL_QPpQPSShpn8vu9oChCnuUYA30jCIgI6wR83a6mxNlRKsQwcvBsh-fKy91FmTpM9Q2Xj6jaEn9OxgB&sig=AOD64_10yUPuV8StumxQJMFoeRIkDi8AEA&rf=4&nb=9&adurl=https://www.harveynorman.com.my/promotions/big-upgrades-bigger-savings.html%3Fgad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D24351023178%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIx7ve7KrelwMVAmkqCR0YKAhTEAEYASAAEgJq7fD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CgtxWJ8TiaoeMLoLSqfkPmNCgmAWcxqmoigHOyuSspRbcr7fDARABIIeWryBgy4OAgIwXoAHc4MfSAsgBCakC_wycFV52kD7gAgCoAwHIAwqqBKUCT9BZzrVpFbXTcSjnZnynCERWrd5I4SwpUZKqGlu7BFAmr3aQOMkxD-EYTv4fkzShIJ6SBrmOU3WGjGVDh7yxG4JilxoJN8ZMrkrzkanrW-xmpIca8c1fTjgHu84qfxQ1Hp3q1zkG3Wqg5SUhMx1zpuaBQD5fFrg6Wl_vE1GnGjzsPrQkynn0gd8fKExjRRq0r83RHCh9hzIK0hHikrIex8-dA-OePm48EnILP559fytY4YYb_1Z1co7DsAr222Mp5Yjj5AzWDrYA-27A484j2guVOMp-TPcBOIlTZPB1G3gN7b0538GoKp8yr-LDrZXyILS3dJ77SQR_d91IqJhbALzVW9us-l21BMA69bQDRWQFxepq3EEg_lXFIuEuIAHvNVJEODHABOuinvHtBeAEAYgFysC821qgBi6AB4yfuK0BqAep67ECqAenzLECqAfi2LECqAemvhuoB8zOsQKoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAf-6LECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAef4bECqAem67ECqAfVyRuoB9m2sQKoB5oGqAf_nrECqAffn7ECqAf4wrECqAf7wrEC2AcA0gg3CIBhEAEYHTIIioKAgICAgAg6FInQgICAgASQwICAgKCogAKogYAYSL39wTpYrrbZ7KrelwNgAbEJ5PEMGHL-1yaACgOYCwHICwGADAGiDAsqBgoE9vKxApABAaoNAk1ZyA0B4g0TCM_I2uyq3pcDFQJpKgkdGCgIU-oNEwiOhNzsqt6XAxUCaSoJHRgoCFPwDQKIDv___________wG4E-QD2BMDiBQD0BUBmBYByhYCCgD4FgGAFwGyFxAYASoKNTUwOTExMDc0OFAGuhcCOAGqGBcJAAAAAIB7_UASCjU1MDkxMTA3NDgYAbIYCRICxWgYLiIBANAYAcIZAggB&ae=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIx7ve7KrelwMVAmkqCR0YKAhTEAEYASAAEgJq7fD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQS9QEAQM4h3NjFAMzRx5v2sYnxv7fKWyhKEbGkudyt-KdZBT98AJMCe_2X-BsfMPviDfT04L84_1ek33wLE_0XdGQfvz49zWzImWu7JpPU7J7GysxIpvp1pGQUV6E8M7BgwgHeKFaI2nHB4tWhBBlGMdtQddyscQJRJMrR1ZBQPrmb_yqHYig6CJ8LN6Q4rVzLImjOlAatZIob8gQInaW9UUE_SGH_8LhEuQiYKbcEa0AO0O1ndEfilhKoRRuVKL_QPpQPSShpn8vu9oChCnuUYA30jCIgI6wR83a6mxNlRKsQwcvBsh-fKy91FmTpM9Q2Xj6jaEn9OxgB&sig=AOD64_10yUPuV8StumxQJMFoeRIkDi8AEA&rf=4&nb=0&adurl=https://www.harveynorman.com.my/promotions/big-upgrades-bigger-savings.html%3Fgad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D24351023178%26gclid%3DEAIaIQobChMIx7ve7KrelwMVAmkqCR0YKAhTEAEYASAAEgJq7fD_BwE
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AQSQ1KM1ilxGSB8huMU_12QGhwYzw_qRChT6_CRW59YrV2u8Q_8qdsn4e0LJ3KGK99KskcjSm4wRqjGWziJbMcy0sraZAT2QjbHlkQiHZb477Ws5gMdKi9HBS_7TpU_yS7zR9UV06I12oVK5MaeQewA6CrelYxkgeyqMrK2Wv_A_yRknXDwzXVDYzbDbxL5teUFuUmnVRkFGsS7-2d2VZEZjlciCfdcQ5nEh06pLV29_s8QXV4eHhXugmoeTWHFMTeJ5O9BzJvOiFXBPwps7A3bjkDhB8B-W_s_OX2tHyyzPe_UMt3j_DNY9QWTzsazyqfe-NIu_2Wj0SE4UfUGAkrDoGbAw7xexz8Wr4mKKkcMS9HLymXo2xISEi1goMNKhm0_-JeDup4o09s460jCfIRdoRKTdOD-FZ1GxxfEx17unBTOqD3pFmPLCuEhnpJ0HqbM94X3cusaS3Xs-ieT9Z59vHxsLD8PNix3cG0jCPJaHxy8EbvFkppwX4YZNw4uetYOW_R5qSwk0w_DtydwtAReuFglCs_DA8A3C4KJ3q4nE2sH3txY715ZZs6eE1id02FbFTbC3gFvT7DkW_sDu_sCj1RgGaqUzwNzo-FGu7gcuU-XW1GoccYiRY5wICmSLD4teG1ZeMM60nMuWrBX8RE_7H03f8C_XDzjeRbgbMkhIVzuivrXZat0lrbHb7-vMlahkQNofMWH80V-qfunec89_NuPnWkbr5kCUYISpvrVUQcqi6-7yxluabKIcxml5YreFBEXOzTBQnR4LFdLCg1j0MYdJ8qoHA8jOzpkvJC7JVVRXRlchzklQ8nf7Ol7knOlUdCPhDtVjlk_Y2NpFSCZRdxjcvODFLiQXZzJfQ0IXSgTWCaqx32Bb6lEPy17mOpHs1P1DDv6u1gaCLo0f7O64ofOUALBUZdpchCULIvWwD8F3q-2X8DXwSMsjBJff38cDLNUZbWfBMsVlq6-fxGNV2tw8l5_LHWRkXvWVqhlIBWkgIgrmlzBX-JesSvH-XOEqp9B9BvSrWTLpbOG8PH5amzZpBjZTOZS3HAGvQfSZj4QTpDy1Y1uRXNZLOee043CSx2z9bFlAbOUArNu7xaRboQAO1j54o4OkJe_bV3XyjdX1RIw9iDkQPlCdZQHbKYzAUvYKGZbx4TR1-rsQ1YyHL5YOwN46mxHW5LfjK8fIpPWEOyZwG58wGAEkV9UpNfi1mlmCIHH1-WQrDykEXBykze-oZOjPGaqkvu5OY4DrrCDhAL1G5a-ZUzk6pZ0K-QQzsHpLgJPReOwEl8Y-m_IEl77UuibcS1Th4Y72O9Dyod1opHns4Jeom0BnhMd01n6f3mBltCkejJeJb5thaD0GXUDd3u4PR7vMWtRJ_-BlUdPPDKHsM3wkvs02kGD_WUHDvO-PmbMyrNDG9JIaoMTAYS2xrkzV-umIwo2y3c1kt7Of3RIt-9tVNCqwwuHXegjcu7zP1X1T5zusBgI4zOtQUxIuy4qusSfZb6QuM5J6JmMw2Q1eOE32Y5aiRS5UivMxu4yaeFR7sGhQQsII1jkjnk5CanA1OwwCOIscuoFhJAIv8i-CNaMo8_j6QNrZgeArpZ12w_m6OFDFfsnTagCE70VDWf5cpGHoyeexDd_3Ou1_PBWuRRgiwKi-3QQRsEPYWBYIHGfywwLBu3Dmt-PJ_TvSDNRjo-JCHnlTk3t9D_wfDhIzEpgTCaDtPaqB3PGv55oIQzDdnLq_btXcwUcxBGWeoRy3ZMvnI-XetqQlVcM3lVUFadJLhoep3Hs61i4pRxo2ENtZhav5i3jSdUIwLsC_uuPbP5U7F7ZW-KNyqP7AjFhCDnz4mImjKxNFa9Hf3sCysN2vpfnVXdq7fE31Aw0mPwHs7qxLPCzomO8SV7p3oiy5jClOKno4r1U8APGijGgxvOqj1Hu6ATMzgdeRMjzkFvLZytCcuv7TF4vCF8fcAKbo8AJztar5HGr0ifQkZSbrg9rZGnxUJ5FSVQkR62Z17hFvYzUk_quEso6UFoTxOf3dV4mUkP67dx7VLzucoYg4iaUA5xSCA54VwsMSnytTYUAabYvFRfTikhFWzqGDtuiv2ify2YZ0utUWcbU_I8uw2n9IWWSKgE0JWMdSPGHqDIaWg-d5feZMcUelEQDaRU6vluWipg_i3sbZm3vtTdo4FP1XDo7SieSWOBknQHkrHnGv0bTOFarADZVdTuqw-Y8d-W-rwyBO7Ok-I0gkbwWaqib6Fh85WXxXnn31Bqkw3sYfDRgpb2rIWbN30fGiPEqC_Ev5L4CmP5bPDBVUpRKM8i_MsZc0U2dnWmbm5kFAsSEiW6-I7HddznDo2hmkibUv2abA1u1ZoJwmYyZYvSLAJ8f6yZUwz9TlVQZ1ucpfJd2yucDFjyIQlUJx22ocjOaEtdu9OahZxRFYEdCbmIqGVilK5depb0JoOuN9bbYy9pox4CUz8deVSQ6Xt1dVhTj2MQhpidA310iFzdtj1KjC3KfDURWKziu3eavPfW1YdxF_f1ddZeFW_WKhKMLm97aapgAL_xpO60GpcYbWusRBKIDA5s6X6fOGm4tyYqbfFeRngxSCdg1LRYMoT7XHnK9TYsx_pXqhqSW58qpXxc6VLsXE3a_UHDLFwVYG76fUVA1590TakxTN6liPmW1teiC7ZtU594SCV5Pi-hrPsdmd1zpW4kBs_KsxW6jAppzb4yt-_R45o_wVZ21NnRM0iCpxcCRaKjGcLRLm-95yblpi0sV3sHoD8iOPojCeIYB7G7hjY2td0lYtyUP3rykaIgACGEKxAnqyR58&opi=122715837
https://adssettings.google.com/whythisad?source=display&reasons=AQSQ1KM1ilxGSB8huMU_12QGhwYzw_qRChT6_CRW59YrV2u8Q_8qdsn4e0LJ3KGK99KskcjSm4wRqjGWziJbMcy0sraZAT2QjbHlkQiHZb477Ws5gMdKi9HBS_7TpU_yS7zR9UV06I12oVK5MaeQewA6CrelYxkgeyqMrK2Wv_A_yRknXDwzXVDYzbDbxL5teUFuUmnVRkFGsS7-2d2VZEZjlciCfdcQ5nEh06pLV29_s8QXV4eHhXugmoeTWHFMTeJ5O9BzJvOiFXBPwps7A3bjkDhB8B-W_s_OX2tHyyzPe_UMt3j_DNY9QWTzsazyqfe-NIu_2Wj0SE4UfUGAkrDoGbAw7xexz8Wr4mKKkcMS9HLymXo2xISEi1goMNKhm0_-JeDup4o09s460jCfIRdoRKTdOD-FZ1GxxfEx17unBTOqD3pFmPLCuEhnpJ0HqbM94X3cusaS3Xs-ieT9Z59vHxsLD8PNix3cG0jCPJaHxy8EbvFkppwX4YZNw4uetYOW_R5qSwk0w_DtydwtAReuFglCs_DA8A3C4KJ3q4nE2sH3txY715ZZs6eE1id02FbFTbC3gFvT7DkW_sDu_sCj1RgGaqUzwNzo-FGu7gcuU-XW1GoccYiRY5wICmSLD4teG1ZeMM60nMuWrBX8RE_7H03f8C_XDzjeRbgbMkhIVzuivrXZat0lrbHb7-vMlahkQNofMWH80V-qfunec89_NuPnWkbr5kCUYISpvrVUQcqi6-7yxluabKIcxml5YreFBEXOzTBQnR4LFdLCg1j0MYdJ8qoHA8jOzpkvJC7JVVRXRlchzklQ8nf7Ol7knOlUdCPhDtVjlk_Y2NpFSCZRdxjcvODFLiQXZzJfQ0IXSgTWCaqx32Bb6lEPy17mOpHs1P1DDv6u1gaCLo0f7O64ofOUALBUZdpchCULIvWwD8F3q-2X8DXwSMsjBJff38cDLNUZbWfBMsVlq6-fxGNV2tw8l5_LHWRkXvWVqhlIBWkgIgrmlzBX-JesSvH-XOEqp9B9BvSrWTLpbOG8PH5amzZpBjZTOZS3HAGvQfSZj4QTpDy1Y1uRXNZLOee043CSx2z9bFlAbOUArNu7xaRboQAO1j54o4OkJe_bV3XyjdX1RIw9iDkQPlCdZQHbKYzAUvYKGZbx4TR1-rsQ1YyHL5YOwN46mxHW5LfjK8fIpPWEOyZwG58wGAEkV9UpNfi1mlmCIHH1-WQrDykEXBykze-oZOjPGaqkvu5OY4DrrCDhAL1G5a-ZUzk6pZ0K-QQzsHpLgJPReOwEl8Y-m_IEl77UuibcS1Th4Y72O9Dyod1opHns4Jeom0BnhMd01n6f3mBltCkejJeJb5thaD0GXUDd3u4PR7vMWtRJ_-BlUdPPDKHsM3wkvs02kGD_WUHDvO-PmbMyrNDG9JIaoMTAYS2xrkzV-umIwo2y3c1kt7Of3RIt-9tVNCqwwuHXegjcu7zP1X1T5zusBgI4zOtQUxIuy4qusSfZb6QuM5J6JmMw2Q1eOE32Y5aiRS5UivMxu4yaeFR7sGhQQsII1jkjnk5CanA1OwwCOIscuoFhJAIv8i-CNaMo8_j6QNrZgeArpZ12w_m6OFDFfsnTagCE70VDWf5cpGHoyeexDd_3Ou1_PBWuRRgiwKi-3QQRsEPYWBYIHGfywwLBu3Dmt-PJ_TvSDNRjo-JCHnlTk3t9D_wfDhIzEpgTCaDtPaqB3PGv55oIQzDdnLq_btXcwUcxBGWeoRy3ZMvnI-XetqQlVcM3lVUFadJLhoep3Hs61i4pRxo2ENtZhav5i3jSdUIwLsC_uuPbP5U7F7ZW-KNyqP7AjFhCDnz4mImjKxNFa9Hf3sCysN2vpfnVXdq7fE31Aw0mPwHs7qxLPCzomO8SV7p3oiy5jClOKno4r1U8APGijGgxvOqj1Hu6ATMzgdeRMjzkFvLZytCcuv7TF4vCF8fcAKbo8AJztar5HGr0ifQkZSbrg9rZGnxUJ5FSVQkR62Z17hFvYzUk_quEso6UFoTxOf3dV4mUkP67dx7VLzucoYg4iaUA5xSCA54VwsMSnytTYUAabYvFRfTikhFWzqGDtuiv2ify2YZ0utUWcbU_I8uw2n9IWWSKgE0JWMdSPGHqDIaWg-d5feZMcUelEQDaRU6vluWipg_i3sbZm3vtTdo4FP1XDo7SieSWOBknQHkrHnGv0bTOFarADZVdTuqw-Y8d-W-rwyBO7Ok-I0gkbwWaqib6Fh85WXxXnn31Bqkw3sYfDRgpb2rIWbN30fGiPEqC_Ev5L4CmP5bPDBVUpRKM8i_MsZc0U2dnWmbm5kFAsSEiW6-I7HddznDo2hmkibUv2abA1u1ZoJwmYyZYvSLAJ8f6yZUwz9TlVQZ1ucpfJd2yucDFjyIQlUJx22ocjOaEtdu9OahZxRFYEdCbmIqGVilK5depb0JoOuN9bbYy9pox4CUz8deVSQ6Xt1dVhTj2MQhpidA310iFzdtj1KjC3KfDURWKziu3eavPfW1YdxF_f1ddZeFW_WKhKMLm97aapgAL_xpO60GpcYbWusRBKIDA5s6X6fOGm4tyYqbfFeRngxSCdg1LRYMoT7XHnK9TYsx_pXqhqSW58qpXxc6VLsXE3a_UHDLFwVYG76fUVA1590TakxTN6liPmW1teiC7ZtU594SCV5Pi-hrPsdmd1zpW4kBs_KsxW6jAppzb4yt-_R45o_wVZ21NnRM0iCpxcCRaKjGcLRLm-95yblpi0sV3sHoD8iOPojCeIYB7G7hjY2td0lYtyUP3rykaIgACGEKxAnqyR58&opi=122715837
https://www.whatsapp.com/channel/0029Va5B1Rd9hXF0TQvUpV1n?
http://t.me/nstmalaysia
https://www.nst.com.my/newssummary/1558849?summary=1558849&date=1792389189
https://www.nst.com.my/
https://www.nst.com.my/business/home
https://oauth.revmedia.my/authorize?client_id=438073072576775&response_type=code&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nst.com.my%2Fcallback
https://oauth.revmedia.my/authorize?client_id=438073072576775&response_type=code&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nst.com.my%2Fcallback
https://oauth.revmedia.my/authorize?client_id=438073072576775&response_type=code&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nst.com.my%2Fcallback
https://www.nst.com.my/ipu/jerebu.html
https://www.nst.com.my/heardthenews
https://www.nst.com.my/search?keywords=Zaharif%20Affendi
https://www.nst.com.my/search?keywords=mmea+operation+sungai+padang
https://www.nst.com.my/search?keywords=Ballon%20d%27Or
https://www.nst.com.my/search?keywords=Christy%20Ng
https://www.nst.com.my/search?keywords=Akmal%20Saleh
https://www.nst.com.my/search?keywords=Melaka%20polls
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/badminton/2026/10/1565700/zii-jia-plays-k-pop-winning-tune-stay-hylo-open-hunt
https://www.nst.com.my/world/region/2026/10/1565689/eat-rich-thousands-protest-graft-wildfires-indonesia
https://www.nst.com.my/world/region/2026/10/1565689/eat-rich-thousands-protest-graft-wildfires-indonesia
https://www.nst.com.my/business/corporate/2026/10/1565672/maxis-neither-denies-nor-confirms-merger-report
https://www.nst.com.my/business/corporate/2026/10/1565672/maxis-neither-denies-nor-confirms-merger-report


To elaborate, 'Istito'ah' means more than financial means. It also includes physical readiness, safety and the

ability to fulfil one's responsibilities to family and dependants.

The RM15,000 benchmark should be understood as an administrative indicator rather than a definitive

measure of istito'ah.

Equivalent to approximately 45 per cent of the current cost of haj, it indicates that a prospective pilgrim has

begun preparing financially for the pilgrimage.

The benchmark, however, does not establish full capability, which also depends on health, family

responsibilities and personal circumstances.

Rather, it gives TH a practical means of bringing queue registration into closer alignment with financial

preparedness while managing a finite national quota.

Concerns about lower-income households should nevertheless be taken seriously.

Financial capability is not built at the same pace across all households, and those who save diligently over a

longer period should not be disadvantaged simply because their means are limited.

We should therefore support gradual preparation rather than penalise those unable to accumulate savings

quickly. The transitional arrangements are an important part of this approach.

Depositors registered under the previous requirements have until Dec 31, 2028 to reach the RM15,000

balance while retaining their queue eligibility.

For those who use TH as a broader savings vehicle, 'Multi Tabung' offers a practical means of separating haj

savings from funds intended for other purposes and monitoring progress towards the threshold.

Together, these measures give existing registrants time and practical support to adjust to the new

framework.

Equally important, the benchmark should also be reviewed periodically. Changes in household incomes,

living costs and the cost of performing haj may render the present figure either inadequate or unduly

burdensome.

The credibility of Seruan Istito'ah will depend not only on its underlying rationale, but also on whether the

benchmark is adjusted as economic conditions change.

The debate surrounding Seruan Istito'ah should not be reduced to whether RM15,000 is the correct figure.

No single threshold can capture the full meaning of capability, nor can registration reform resolve the

pressures created by limited quotas, growing demand and the rising cost of haj.

The more consequential question is whether Malaysia's waiting list should merely record aspiration or

provide a reasonable indication of preparedness.

If istito'ah is the condition that transforms the desire to perform hajj into an obligation, the administration of

the queue should reflect the same principle.

The queue must recognise genuine preparedness, while TH must help depositors build that preparedness

according to their means.

Seruan Istito'ah will succeed if it makes the waiting list more credible without turning financial capability into

an insurmountable barrier.

DR MOHAMED HADI ABD HAMID

Syariah advisor

DR MOHD ZAIDI MD ZABRI
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King Charles tackles thorny slavery legacy on Caribbean trip
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Umno wants govt to reinstate cancelled rural projects

12 hrs ago

[UPDATED] Spain high-speed train crash kills 68, injures over 100

12 hrs ago

Fahmi: PH maintaining 21-seat contest in Melaka election for now
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AREC 2026 drives regional housing cooperation
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