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Introduction

|
|
! Prophet Muhammad Sallallahu ‘alaihi  wa’alihi
w wasallam (peace and blessings be upon him and his
family) said: “Do not set out on a journey except for
three Mosques, i.e. al-Masjid-al-Haram (in Makkah),
the Mosque of Allah’s Messenger (in Madinah), and
the Mosque of al-Agsa, (in Jerusalem)™.! Accordingly,
as soon as the light of Islam and Muslims themselves
fanned out from the Arabian Peninsula throughout the
- : ; world, Madinah became the object of insatiable
: spiritual and psychological cravings.

The Prophet’s mosque was the prime reason;
however, once in Madinah, there were other factors



of their own. One simply cannot

SR S 5 put into word:
it’s like to visit Madinah; the emotions and atmo:pvl:::
must be experienced first-hand. Similarly, nothing can

prepare a person for a visit to Madinah; the intensity of
the energy and the profundity of the ambience must be
experienced to be believed.

Madinah’s being a holy land, the Prophet’s city,
the home of the migration (hijrah), the first Islami(:,
capital city, the blessed illuminant that irradiated the
world, the eternal wellspring of Islamic culture and
civilisation, and the locus of the most decisive episodes
of the history of the Islamic message - all these
components help Madinah transport its visitors from a
world of physical and mundane realities to one of
surreally higher meanings, bonds and experiences.

Madinah is like a dimensions-travel and
sensations-alteration milieu. Visiting it feels like
j ourney through a different dimension, a place

ened and altes What is

was ever the same again, rendered the Uhud
battleground - with the graveyards of seventy, or so,
martyrs led by Hamzah Radiyallahu ‘anhu the
Prophet’s uncle and the prince of martyrs (Sayyid al-
Shuhada’) - a prime place of visitation in Madinah.

The focus of the book is threefold, encompassing
the significance and history of the place and its
momentous occurrences, as well as the architecture of
the edifices associated with them.

The book has four chapters. In the first chapter
titled “Three Lessons from the Battle of Uhud”, three
major lessons that can be gleaned from the occasion of
the battle of Uhud, are discussed. The lessons are: Badr
was a miraculous gift, Uhud a reality check; Uhud as a
purifier; and conflicting war ideologies. The lessons
are rather philosophical in nature.

second chapter titled “Three Mosques
th the Battle of Uhud” examines three



However, about a century ago, all the four
structural elements have been demolished. Today
there is a massive modern mosque adjoining the Uhué
battlefield at the north-east side. It is called Masjid
(Jami®) Sayyid al-Shuhada’ whose architecture js also
scrutinised in the chapter.

The fourth chapter titled “The Function of the
Uhud Battlefield” sheds light on the rites and
formalities that people throughout history inextricably
linked with the Uhud battleground and its built
environment. The discussion revolves around the
dynamics and various aspects - permissible or
otherwise - of the practices and demeanours associated
with the visitation of Uhud. Some of those practices
were personal and spontaneous, while others became
institutionalised and deeply entrenched within popular
culture.

At any rate, the performances and habits of
oy jing for both religious

Such an approach was deemed necessary
because no single discipline on its own can adequately
capture the depth, complexity and enduring
significance of Uhud as an idea, a place and an
institution.

The methodology adopted throughout the book
therefore rests on the principle of complementarity
between the various fields of inquiry. Religion
provides the spiritual and conceptual framework
through which Uhud attained its exceptional status in
Islam. History explains the events, personalities and

socio-political circumstances that shaped the battle and
its aftermath.

Architecture and urban studies, meanwhile, shed
light on how successive Muslim generations interacted
physically and emotionally with the Uhud landscape

of visitation, memorialisation,
and spatial organisation. The synergy



works and modern observations, frequently lacking
continuity and precision.

Despite these difficulties, this study attempts to
synthesise the available material into a coherent
narrative and analytical framework. In doing so, it
aspires to offer one of the first comprehensive
examinations of Uhud that integrates religious,
historical and architectural perspectives into a unified
scholarly vision. Ultimately, the book aims not only to
inform, but also to demonstrate how different branches
of knowledge can enrich and illuminate one another
when studying places of profound religious and
civilisational importance.

Conducting research on this topic, which
involved several research visits to the Kingdom of

 Saudi Arabia, and writing the book, would not have
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Chapter One
Three Lessons from
the Battle of Uhud

Introduction

The battle of Uhud was a remarkable event in the
history of Islam and Islamic civilisation. In many
ways, it marked a turning point especially in matters
pertaining to human-resource development and the
development of spirit as well as consciousness. The
Islamic city-state of Madinah was in its infancy, hence
a comprehensive blueprint and action plan, insofar as
the impending task of the civilisation-building
processes was concerned, were needed. The
miraculous battle of B: about one year before the
~ Uhud trag role; however, if proper! _l{
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This book discusses the idea and physical realit

second major battle in the history of Islgm, the batzlleoc‘;f%rt%c:i E\]/\S/htizﬁ i Chithe
the 34 year following the hijrah or migration from Makkah té Madi b fought i
625 AC). The battle, whereupon neither the Muslim mind nor Islalrr:"h (th.at IS, in
ever the same again, rendered the Uhud battleground - with the Irc POl v
seventy, or so, martyrs led by Hamzah the Prophet's uncle a sl

: : G A d i
martyrs (sayyid al-shuhad@') - a prime place of visitation in Madinr;h. R

The book examines Uhud through three principal dimensions: the signifi

the battle and its enduring lessons, the history and evolution of the site, Caar?dcer?f
arqhitecture associated with its spaces, monuments and memorial StrU(,:turest |e
doing so, it traces how Uhud evolved from a battlefield into a powerful symboi c:’
sacrifice, remembrance, spirituality and civilizational consciousness.

One of the defining qualities of this book is its interdisciplinary character. Uhud is
not approached merely as a military encounter from early Islamic history, nor solely
as a religious symbol embedded in Muslim collective memory. Rather, the book
studies Uhud as a multidimensional phenomenon situated at the intersection of
religion, history, architecture, urbanism, pilgrimage culture and civilizational
development. Such an approach is necessary because no single discipline on its
own can adequately capture the depth, complexity and enduring significance of
Uhud as an idea, a place and an institution.

Combining religious, historical and architectural perspectives, the book seeks to

offer a comprehensive and integrated understanding of Uhud, demonstrating how
. those features continuously interact with and illuminate one another. Thus, Uhud
emerges not only as a chapter from the past, but also as a timeless source of
guidance, refléction and inspiration for the present and the future alike.
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