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ABSTRACT 
 
This study investigates Al-Farabi’s music theory and explores its relevance in interdisciplinary 
education, particularly within the Malaysian context. The objectives focus on analyzing his 
philosophical and scientific perspectives on music and proposing ways to incorporate these 
principles into modern educational practices. The methodology involves a qualitative review of 
historical texts, scholarly interpretations, and curriculum analyses, emphasizing Al-Farabi’s 
integration of cosmological, psychological, mathematical and pedagogical aspects of music. 
Findings suggest that Al-Farabi’s holistic approach underscores music’s role in emotional 
regulation, cultural identity, and universal harmony, which can enhance Malaysia’s multicultural 
education system. The discussion highlights the potential to adopt his principles to foster 
intercultural understanding and creative development through music pedagogies aligned with his 
systematic analysis of sound and emotion. The conclusion advocates for integrating Al-Farabi’s 
theories into the Malaysian curriculum to promote interdisciplinary learning, cultural appreciation, 
and holistic development, emphasizing the timeless relevance of his ideas in contemporary 
education. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Al-Farabi was a prominent Muslim philosopher, scholar, and polymath whose intellectual 
contributions left a lasting impact on both the Islamic world and Western thought. Born in the 
region of Farab (in present-day Kazakhstan), he received extensive education in various 
disciplines, mastering Greek philosophy, logic, mathematics, and the natural science (Firdaus 
et al., 2020; Maarif et al., 2018; Tercan, 2020). Al-Farabi became renowned for his ability to 
synthesize and interpret the works of Aristotle and Plato, adapting their ideas to the Islamic 
intellectual tradition. 

Widely recognized as one of the most influential Muslim thinkers, Al-Farabi earned the title of 
the “Second Master” after Aristotle for his profound contributions to the development of 
Islamic philosophy (Rauf et al., 2013).In particular, his intellectual engagement with Greek 
philosophical heritage helped create a stable foundation for rational inquiry in the Islamic 
Golden Age. He then played a major role in shaping the philosophical landscape of medieval 
Islamic civilization, by articulating complex ideas in a systematic and accessible manner. 
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Al-Farabi’s Kitāb al-Mūsīqā al-Kabīr (The Great Book of Music) stands as a monumental work 
in the history of music theory, offering one of the most comprehensive analyses of musical 
principles from the medieval Islamic world (Firdaus et al., 2020). In this work, Al-Farabi 
systematically examined the mathematical foundations of music, including intervals, scales, 
and rhythm, linking them to philosophical and ethical concepts (Nicholson, 2021). He explored 
how music affects the human soul, shaping emotions, character, and intellect, reflecting his 
belief in the transformative power of art when guided by reason (Rauf et al., 2013). The 
relevance of Al-Farabi’s theories extends well into the modern educational context, particularly 
in Malaysia, where interdisciplinary approaches are increasingly valued. His ideas illustrate 
how music can serve as a bridge between cognitive, emotional, and cultural development, 
making it a versatile tool in teaching, therapy, and cultural preservation. 
 
METHODOLOGY 

A qualitative literature review was conducted, analyzing primary texts by Al-Farabi and 
modern scholarly interpretations. Curriculum policies and pedagogical practices within 
Malaysia's multicultural context were examined to identify opportunities for applying Al-
Farabi’s principles. The study also compared traditional Malaysian musical elements with Al-
Farabi’s maqam system, emphasizing their conceptual similarities (Jamaludin et al., 2023).  
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The study found that Al-Farabi’s integration of mathematical harmony and emotional impact 
can inform culturally relevant music education in Malaysia. His classification of music’s 
psychological effects supports the development of therapeutic and creative pedagogies. 
Additionally, his cosmological views aligned with Malaysia’s multicultural ethos, offering a 
framework for promoting unity through shared musical principles (Nurysheva & Tercan, 2021).  
 
Discussion centers on how Al-Farabi’s holistic approach encourages interdisciplinary links 
between music, philosophy, and education. In metaphysics and psychology, Al-Farabi proposed a 
cosmological hierarchy of intellects, which enables human understanding and shapes the 
development of the soul (Maarif et al., 2018). His work in music theory, especially Kitāb al-Mūsīqā 
al-Kabīr, applied mathematical ratios to musical structures, influencing later Islamic and European 
traditions (Firdaus et al., 2020). He also emphasized that education is important to enhancing 
virtuous individuals and achieving emotional and spiritual balance, highlighting the link between 
intellectual growth, moral development, and a well-ordered society. 
 
The relevance of al-Farabi’s work extends far beyond his era, as his theories provide meaningful 
insights into the interdisciplinary nature of music and its applications in the Malaysian educational 
context. Al-Farabi’s emphasis on the mathematical foundation of musical structure aligns closely 
with Malaysia’s curriculum goals in strengthening students’ understanding of fractions, ratios, and 
patterns, allowing music to serve as a tool for reinforcing numeracy in an engaging manner. His 
view of music as a medium that shapes emotions and character also support current initiatives in 
holistic education, where learning is designed to nurture emotional intelligence, creativity, and 
student well-being.  
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Furthermore, his philosophical appreciation of music as a cultural expression complements 
Malaysia’s multicultural environment, encouraging the preservation and appreciation of diverse 
musical traditions. When teachers integrate al-Farabi’s perspectives into their pedagogy, they can 
create learning activities that connect different subject areas, enhance cognitive skills, promote 
cultural literacy, and support a more integrated educational framework. 
 
CONCLUSION 

The study concludes that adopting Al-Farabi’s music theories can enrich Malaysia’s educational 
approach by enhancing interdisciplinary learning and cultural appreciation. Focusing on the 
mathematical and structural elements of music, including scales, intervals, and rhythm, allows 
teachers to design lessons that integrate music with subjects such as mathematics, physics, and 
language (Nicholson, 2021). This integration not only reinforces cognitive skills but also 
encourages students to see connections across different fields of knowledge, promoting a more 
holistic and engaging approach to education (Maarif et al., 2018). Al-Farabi’s systematic and 
analytical perspective on music offers educators a model for designing lessons that stimulate 
critical thinking, problem-solving, and creativity. 

Beyond cognitive development, Al-Farabi’s work highlights the emotional and ethical dimensions 
of music, providing valuable insights for nurturing students’ social and emotional growth (Rauf et 
al., 2013). Music, according to Al-Farabi, has the power to influence character and moral 
sensibilities, making it a tool for promoting empathy, self-discipline, and emotional intelligence. 
In the Malaysian educational context, where holistic education is increasingly emphasized, 
integrating these principles into classroom practice can support not only intellectual development 
but also the formation of well-rounded, ethically mindful individuals. This approach aligns with 
national educational goals that prioritize values education alongside academic achievement. 

Finally, Al-Farabi’s theories contribute to the preservation and appreciation of cultural heritage, 
which is particularly relevant in Malaysia’s multicultural society (Nurysheva & Tercan, 2021). 
Through the application of his theories, educators can introduce students to traditional musical 
forms while fostering an understanding of their underlying structures and philosophical 
significance. This promotes cultural literacy and encourages respect for diverse artistic traditions. 
His philosophical insights into harmony and emotion remain vital for developing holistic curricula 
that integrate theory and practice across disciplines. The paper advocates for policies that embed 
his principles to cultivate culturally rooted, innovative learners, highlighting the enduring relevance 
of ancient wisdom in modern education (Farabi, 1940). 
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