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Abstract

This study examines the perceptions of undergraduate Arabic language
major students in Malaysian universities regarding the role of
prescribed Arabic prose texts in enhancing their cultural awareness.
The study adopted the descriptive-analytical method as its foundational
framework. Data were collected via an electronic questionnaire
administered to a student’s sample of major in Arabic language at
International Islamic University Malaysia of 40 participants during the
second semester of the academic year 2025/2026. The findings revealed
that the students' level of awareness of Arabic culture through prose
texts was generally high, with an overall mean score of 4.04. The item
related to deepening the understanding of Islamic concepts associated
with Arabic culture ranked highest, with a mean score of 4.23.
Furthermore, the results indicated that the students' overall perceptions
of the effectiveness of prose texts (such as stories, letters, articles,
speeches, and novels) as educational and cultural tools were highly
positive, yielding an overall mean score of 3.58. Based on these
outcomes, the study recommends the continuous integration and
development of authentic prose texts as a core component of Arabic
language curricula to boost learners' motivation and cultural
awareness.

Keywords: Perceptions, Prose Texts, Cultural Awareness, Malaysian
Universities, Descriptive-Analytical Method
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