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Following the surprise move by Norway, the rise of Türkiye as a naval power
warrants Malaysia’s attention

Can Türkiye replace Norway as Malaysia’s naval partner?

President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan (L) and Malaysian Prime Minister Anwar Ibrahim shake hands during their meeting, Putrajaya, Malaysia, Feb. 11,

2025. (AP Photo)
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T he latest dispute between Malaysia and Norway regarding the cancellation of the

export license for the Naval Strike Missile (NSM) has evolved beyond a mere

disagreement over a contract.

In early 2026, Oslo revoked the export approval for the Norwegian-made missile

system, intended to equip the Royal Malaysian Navy’s Littoral Combat Ships (LCS),

even though the procurement contract had been signed years earlier and Malaysia had

already paid nearly 95% of its value. Norway justified the decision by citing stricter

export controls and revised policies that limit access to some of its most sensitive

defense technologies to only its closest allies and strategic partners.

However, Malaysia views the move from a vastly different perspective. The leaders

regard the cancellation as an unexpected breach of trust that not only undermines the

country’s naval modernization program but also jeopardizes the credibility of long-

standing defense agreements.

Rijke Pro

-24%

-13%

-44%

https://www.dailysabah.com/
https://www.dailysabah.com/
https://www.dailysabah.com/opinion
https://www.dailysabah.com/columns
https://www.dailysabah.com/op-ed
https://www.dailysabah.com/readers-corner
https://www.dailysabah.com/editorial
https://idsb.tmgrup.com.tr/ly/uploads/images/2026/07/12/450392.jpg
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C_krTgyVXarmpDZCJjuMPqJuAmAWyzNHOhwGu3JuLsxXCmfeg9EYQASCOv4wkYMuDgICMF6AB79ftlkHIAQmpAv9_PWvHLrM-4AIAqAMByAPLBKoEuQNP0B9LqZvk7stH2goZF0EEpkCFZk1lnYMjVrbH78nxXsBE6ahXrDCwFSZNRRqgSxwI7G1S8UvjmoEIdsxSD5g18hpnE6yPbhmeqe0hwsQIWJJBrG4m1jNcqJcjy0K-a9cevL2crSyvEbPy24axLp1kNETB5Dw3xtsH74iXm86Bk_5Vyc0aA21W_3jPOPOWqJp9OM62dg8NA8EEd_r5VWZTXHfaxx4-azoJ2LwcSmp42AS3XkV3RlezFvygpWBGtJgJ1HNd6a8L0O1gfaSIKPTdUy7py0e-IsN8v_NrybYx6_5fzLeXYZ-YIQzSdja69AWjew2Vvqe43_liwuR9c-DUpS-eCQGT04tTtY8yhaxSJHqjCzNkig_TrhkCvVTZStk3cakEo7ZdthVv1PiJUZqUWLi5jd5Fhk5fAitQEXKraMVQyBWllKDHTMDPJsQhSZNU79gbz6I2RHwfOcqOp5wRbn8R3TZyVkVp1pm3dDSxKVNyTTbQsix24ciBPjq4EVI8ASpddOcw3e_B-YBnPOguGsjtA7ikBK1S4SPCJaqMlOUkyACrIlmq3AJAFHkaFVZNTegPq6RuunHABOLSncW-BeAEAYgFw66b6lfABQX6BQYIJRABGACQBgGgBi6AB--PvvYbiAcBkAcCqAenzLECqAfi2LECqAemvhuoB8zOsQKoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAfZtrECqAeaBqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAtgHAMAIAdIINwgAEAIYnQEyCICAgICAgIAIOhSf0ICAgIAEkMCAgICgqIACqIGAEEi9_cE6WPyhkoGE1JUDYAGACgOQCwOYCwHICwGADAGiDBEqCgoIjt-xApXisQJIAZABAaoNAk1ZyA0B4g0TCJblkoGE1JUDFZCEYwYdqA0AU-oNEwi27ZSBhNSVAxWQhGMGHagNAFPwDQKIDv___________wGwDpf1wO8Y4BKMtt2o35zM7NwB2BML0BUB8BWzjcapFfoVKHNob3BpZnlfWlpfMTUxNTQxMzI2ODEwNzhfNTU1NzUwNTgxNTM4NDaYFgHKFgIKAPgWAYAXAbIXEBgBKgoyMTQwOTQ3MjcxUAa6FwI4AaoYFwkAAAAAgAPYQBIKMjE0MDk0NzI3MRgBshgJEgK3XBguIgEB0BgB6BgBwhkCCAE&ae=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwvNfSBhBiEiwAyaGMCXb0EAcVuSlA40uobRhnmWfNuDP7t0XPoBpQE6kQdF4XymSrTuzp8BoCWGAQAvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSkwIAEQoqgT-6ovK_GCZUqndyNxUv4PMiqzqh9l9OmcH5ddHiTwQKddNqrDfitHpjgG15dJiGG0Rm2_-ws60PYgXCynDkF_OrsPezsNPx0UddWFi-Oi7fXFXX6B65bq3lBXoD1lxS1MED99gWkWPOL7VvMq5l391pHNpmX0BQlvfFrPl89ZdmDVGvQv04_Bvhz-Y-Zu_cTbYyF5nDQ0liZvMjaUm1NpBK_bfUo9NKQO9orvZYxx1quYjKSzkm1_O0qAYOVzi7BR16kzyjt39x8jmruWUdPitRmG6w0R-jYmLIjzOVz79b1EYAkUgdRhTKZyyFut-ABxMpccJJwdBuvHeSjTVC9JoRrDvTRR3OD5Xy4KzxAhgB&sig=AOD64_1E6NUa5cjqClWoZd-eN8vc78tZSg&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-6991460232417704&nb=19&adurl=https://gosnox.com/products/black-compression-socks%3Fvariant%3D55575058153846%26country%3DMY%26currency%3DMYR%26utm_medium%3Dproduct_sync%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_content%3Dsag_organic%26utm_campaign%3Dsag_organic%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D23576631107%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjwvNfSBhBiEiwAyaGMCXb0EAcVuSlA40uobRhnmWfNuDP7t0XPoBpQE6kQdF4XymSrTuzp8BoCWGAQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C_krTgyVXarmpDZCJjuMPqJuAmAWyzNHOhwGu3JuLsxXCmfeg9EYQASCOv4wkYMuDgICMF6AB79ftlkHIAQmpAv9_PWvHLrM-4AIAqAMByAPLBKoEuQNP0B9LqZvk7stH2goZF0EEpkCFZk1lnYMjVrbH78nxXsBE6ahXrDCwFSZNRRqgSxwI7G1S8UvjmoEIdsxSD5g18hpnE6yPbhmeqe0hwsQIWJJBrG4m1jNcqJcjy0K-a9cevL2crSyvEbPy24axLp1kNETB5Dw3xtsH74iXm86Bk_5Vyc0aA21W_3jPOPOWqJp9OM62dg8NA8EEd_r5VWZTXHfaxx4-azoJ2LwcSmp42AS3XkV3RlezFvygpWBGtJgJ1HNd6a8L0O1gfaSIKPTdUy7py0e-IsN8v_NrybYx6_5fzLeXYZ-YIQzSdja69AWjew2Vvqe43_liwuR9c-DUpS-eCQGT04tTtY8yhaxSJHqjCzNkig_TrhkCvVTZStk3cakEo7ZdthVv1PiJUZqUWLi5jd5Fhk5fAitQEXKraMVQyBWllKDHTMDPJsQhSZNU79gbz6I2RHwfOcqOp5wRbn8R3TZyVkVp1pm3dDSxKVNyTTbQsix24ciBPjq4EVI8ASpddOcw3e_B-YBnPOguGsjtA7ikBK1S4SPCJaqMlOUkyACrIlmq3AJAFHkaFVZNTegPq6RuunHABOLSncW-BeAEAYgFw66b6lfABQX6BQYIJRABGACQBgGgBi6AB--PvvYbiAcBkAcCqAenzLECqAfi2LECqAemvhuoB8zOsQKoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAfZtrECqAeaBqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAtgHAMAIAdIINwgAEAIYnQEyCICAgICAgIAIOhSf0ICAgIAEkMCAgICgqIACqIGAEEi9_cE6WPyhkoGE1JUDYAGACgOQCwOYCwHICwGADAGiDBEqCgoIjt-xApXisQJIAZABAaoNAk1ZyA0B4g0TCJblkoGE1JUDFZCEYwYdqA0AU-oNEwi27ZSBhNSVAxWQhGMGHagNAFPwDQKIDv___________wGwDpf1wO8Y4BKMtt2o35zM7NwB2BML0BUB8BWzjcapFfoVKHNob3BpZnlfWlpfMTUxNTQxMzI2ODEwNzhfNTU1NzUwNTgxNTM4NDaYFgHKFgIKAPgWAYAXAbIXEBgBKgoyMTQwOTQ3MjcxUAa6FwI4AaoYFwkAAAAAgAPYQBIKMjE0MDk0NzI3MRgBshgJEgK3XBguIgEB0BgB6BgBwhkCCAE&ae=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwvNfSBhBiEiwAyaGMCXb0EAcVuSlA40uobRhnmWfNuDP7t0XPoBpQE6kQdF4XymSrTuzp8BoCWGAQAvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSkwIAEQoqgT-6ovK_GCZUqndyNxUv4PMiqzqh9l9OmcH5ddHiTwQKddNqrDfitHpjgG15dJiGG0Rm2_-ws60PYgXCynDkF_OrsPezsNPx0UddWFi-Oi7fXFXX6B65bq3lBXoD1lxS1MED99gWkWPOL7VvMq5l391pHNpmX0BQlvfFrPl89ZdmDVGvQv04_Bvhz-Y-Zu_cTbYyF5nDQ0liZvMjaUm1NpBK_bfUo9NKQO9orvZYxx1quYjKSzkm1_O0qAYOVzi7BR16kzyjt39x8jmruWUdPitRmG6w0R-jYmLIjzOVz79b1EYAkUgdRhTKZyyFut-ABxMpccJJwdBuvHeSjTVC9JoRrDvTRR3OD5Xy4KzxAhgB&sig=AOD64_1E6NUa5cjqClWoZd-eN8vc78tZSg&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-6991460232417704&nb=9&adurl=https://gosnox.com/products/black-compression-socks%3Fvariant%3D55575058153846%26country%3DMY%26currency%3DMYR%26utm_medium%3Dproduct_sync%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_content%3Dsag_organic%26utm_campaign%3Dsag_organic%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D23576631107%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjwvNfSBhBiEiwAyaGMCXb0EAcVuSlA40uobRhnmWfNuDP7t0XPoBpQE6kQdF4XymSrTuzp8BoCWGAQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C7fdigyVXarmpDZCJjuMPqJuAmAWyzNHOhwGu3JuLsxXCmfeg9EYQASCOv4wkYMuDgICMF6AB79ftlkHIAQmpAv9_PWvHLrM-4AIAqAMByAPLBKoEuQNP0B9LqZvk7stH2goZF0EEpkCFZk1lnYMjVrbH78nxXsBE6ahXrDCwFSZNRRqgSxwI7G1S8UvjmoEIdsxSD5g18hpnE6yPbhmeqe0hwsQIWJJBrG4m1jNcqJcjy0K-a9cevL2crSyvEbPy24axLp1kNETB5Dw3xtsH74iXm86Bk_5Vyc0aA21W_3jPOPOWqJp9OM62dg8NA8EEd_r5VWZTXHfaxx4-azoJ2LwcSmp42AS3XkV3RlezFvygpWBGtJgJ1HNd6a8L0O1gfaSIKPTdUy7py0e-IsN8v_NrybYx6_5fzLeXYZ-YIQzSdja69AWjew2Vvqe43_liwuR9c-DUpS-eCQGT04tTtY8yhaxSJHqjCzNkig_TrhkCvVTZStk3cakEo7ZdthVv1PiJUZqUWLi5jd5Fhk5fAitQEXKraMVQyBWllKDHTMDPJsQhSZNU79gbz6I2RHwfOcqOp5wRbn8R3TZyVkVp1pm3dDSxKVNyTTbQsix24ciBPjq4EVI8ASpddOcw3e_B-YBnPOguGsjtA7ikBK1S4SPCJaqMlOUkyACrIlmq3AJAFHkaFVZNTegPq6RuunHABOLSncW-BeAEAYgFw66b6lfABQX6BQYIJRABGAGQBgGgBi6AB--PvvYbiAcBkAcCqAenzLECqAfi2LECqAemvhuoB8zOsQKoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAfZtrECqAeaBqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAtgHAMAIAtIINwgAEAIYnQEyCICAgICAgIAIOhSf0ICAgIAEkMCAgICgqIACqIGAEEi9_cE6WPyhkoGE1JUDYAGACgOQCwOYCwHICwGADAGiDBEqCgoIjt-xApXisQJIAZABAaoNAk1ZyA0B4g0TCJblkoGE1JUDFZCEYwYdqA0AU-oNEwi27ZSBhNSVAxWQhGMGHagNAFPwDQKIDv___________wGwDpf1wO8Y4BL0hOuQ7qzomJEB2BML0BUB8BWzjcapFfoVKHNob3BpZnlfWlpfMTU0NjExMzM2MTU0NzhfNTY3MzY5NTU0OTg4NzCYFgHKFgIKAPgWAYAXAbIXEBgBKgoyMTQwOTQ3MjcxUAa6FwI4AaoYFwkAAAAAgAPYQBIKMjE0MDk0NzI3MRgBshgJEgK3XBguIgEB0BgB6BgBwhkCCAE&ae=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwvNfSBhBiEiwAyaGMCXvBUTw6a5b1TQljOJWycTEypJlg7l9TkRWuuNN4BgRsJu4NVWGDxBoC0KsQAvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSkwIAEQoqgT-6ovK_GCZUqndyNxUv4PMiqzqh9l9OmcH5ddHiTwQKddNqrDfitHpjgG15dJiGG0Rm2_-ws60PYgXCynDkF_OrsPezsNPx0UddWFi-Oi7fXFXX6B65bq3lBXoD1lxS1MED99gWkWPOL7VvMq5l391pHNpmX0BQlvfFrPl89ZdmDVGvQv04_Bvhz-Y-Zu_cTbYyF5nDQ0liZvMjaUm1NpBK_bfUo9NKQO9orvZYxx1quYjKSzkm1_O0qAYOVzi7BR16kzyjt39x8jmruWUdPitRmG6w0R-jYmLIjzOVz79b1EYAkUgdRhTKZyyFut-ABxMpccJJwdBuvHeSjTVC9JoRrDvTRR3OD5Xy4KzxAhgB&sig=AOD64_3s6JWVD3rrVvTKWie6q44T8GSHjw&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-6991460232417704&nb=9&adurl=https://gosnox.com/products/black-daily-ankle-compression-socks-bundle-5-pairs%3Fvariant%3D56736955498870%26country%3DMY%26currency%3DMYR%26utm_medium%3Dproduct_sync%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_content%3Dsag_organic%26utm_campaign%3Dsag_organic%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D23576631107%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjwvNfSBhBiEiwAyaGMCXvBUTw6a5b1TQljOJWycTEypJlg7l9TkRWuuNN4BgRsJu4NVWGDxBoC0KsQAvD_BwE
https://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CXzxwgyVXarmpDZCJjuMPqJuAmAWyzNHOhwGu3JuLsxXCmfeg9EYQASCOv4wkYMuDgICMF6AB79ftlkHIAQmpAv9_PWvHLrM-4AIAqAMByAPLBKoEuQNP0B9LqZvk7stH2goZF0EEpkCFZk1lnYMjVrbH78nxXsBE6ahXrDCwFSZNRRqgSxwI7G1S8UvjmoEIdsxSD5g18hpnE6yPbhmeqe0hwsQIWJJBrG4m1jNcqJcjy0K-a9cevL2crSyvEbPy24axLp1kNETB5Dw3xtsH74iXm86Bk_5Vyc0aA21W_3jPOPOWqJp9OM62dg8NA8EEd_r5VWZTXHfaxx4-azoJ2LwcSmp42AS3XkV3RlezFvygpWBGtJgJ1HNd6a8L0O1gfaSIKPTdUy7py0e-IsN8v_NrybYx6_5fzLeXYZ-YIQzSdja69AWjew2Vvqe43_liwuR9c-DUpS-eCQGT04tTtY8yhaxSJHqjCzNkig_TrhkCvVTZStk3cakEo7ZdthVv1PiJUZqUWLi5jd5Fhk5fAitQEXKraMVQyBWllKDHTMDPJsQhSZNU79gbz6I2RHwfOcqOp5wRbn8R3TZyVkVp1pm3dDSxKVNyTTbQsix24ciBPjq4EVI8ASpddOcw3e_B-YBnPOguGsjtA7ikBK1S4SPCJaqMlOUkyACrIlmq3AJAFHkaFVZNTegPq6RuunHABOLSncW-BeAEAYgFw66b6lfABQX6BQYIJRABGAKQBgGgBi6AB--PvvYbiAcBkAcCqAenzLECqAfi2LECqAemvhuoB8zOsQKoB_PRG6gHltgbqAeqm7ECqAeOzhuoB5PYG6gH8OAbqAfulrECqAf-nrECqAevvrECqAfZtrECqAeaBqgH_56xAqgH35-xAqgH-MKxAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAqgH4tixAtgHAMAIA9IINwgAEAIYnQEyCICAgICAgIAIOhSf0ICAgIAEkMCAgICgqIACqIGAEEi9_cE6WPyhkoGE1JUDYAGACgOQCwOYCwHICwGADAGiDBEqCgoIjt-xApXisQJIAZABAaoNAk1ZyA0B4g0TCJblkoGE1JUDFZCEYwYdqA0AU-oNEwi27ZSBhNSVAxWQhGMGHagNAFPwDQKIDv___________wGwDpf1wO8Y4BKrquPT7_CMiDHYEwvQFQHwFbONxqkV-hUoc2hvcGlmeV9aWl8xNTI3NDEwOTAxMDI5NF81NjAxMDY5NTIxMzQzMJgWAcoWAgoA-BYBgBcBshcQGAEqCjIxNDA5NDcyNzFQBroXAjgBqhgXCQAAAACAA9hAEgoyMTQwOTQ3MjcxGAGyGAkSArdcGC4iAQHQGAHoGAHCGQIIAQ&ae=1&gclid=CjwKCAjwvNfSBhBiEiwAyaGMCT-hsUerf-x0Zb3bLbAuvKF5VDXZmVtCT9TUWN_6OJ0v9QVmAvxUexoCLWMQAvD_BwE&num=1&cid=CAQSkwIAEQoqgT-6ovK_GCZUqndyNxUv4PMiqzqh9l9OmcH5ddHiTwQKddNqrDfitHpjgG15dJiGG0Rm2_-ws60PYgXCynDkF_OrsPezsNPx0UddWFi-Oi7fXFXX6B65bq3lBXoD1lxS1MED99gWkWPOL7VvMq5l391pHNpmX0BQlvfFrPl89ZdmDVGvQv04_Bvhz-Y-Zu_cTbYyF5nDQ0liZvMjaUm1NpBK_bfUo9NKQO9orvZYxx1quYjKSzkm1_O0qAYOVzi7BR16kzyjt39x8jmruWUdPitRmG6w0R-jYmLIjzOVz79b1EYAkUgdRhTKZyyFut-ABxMpccJJwdBuvHeSjTVC9JoRrDvTRR3OD5Xy4KzxAhgB&sig=AOD64_2HzlirmO3gf8fdkct9zLXt9Ht35g&ctype=5&client=ca-pub-6991460232417704&nb=9&adurl=https://gosnox.com/products/black-compression-socks-3-pack%3Fvariant%3D56010695213430%26country%3DMY%26currency%3DMYR%26utm_medium%3Dproduct_sync%26utm_source%3Dgoogle%26utm_content%3Dsag_organic%26utm_campaign%3Dsag_organic%26gad_source%3D5%26gad_campaignid%3D23576631107%26gclid%3DCjwKCAjwvNfSBhBiEiwAyaGMCT-hsUerf-x0Zb3bLbAuvKF5VDXZmVtCT9TUWN_6OJ0v9QVmAvxUexoCLWMQAvD_BwE
https://adclick.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=CLdTqgyVXarypDZCJjuMPqJuAmAWI76j0XN69t5avAcCNtwEQASCOv4wkYMuDgICMF8gBCeACAKgDAcgDAqoEkQNP0BRIciePwR6GYHEcy5meRdJ27kp3TcHDnlKc-RcE46SCxW3nmkeCTihouRMlHXRqIN5SRCvKyswKy-X1EOF0IFKeVaX7oxK5NCj0KydqpPrlIqFZ_XDeAFYe_yOXtVeEOPQFMu0ynxrDUfSZud1dk6Lm75n5jUMfQV9r02j4ztz8L9x9jg4eyUqu6kRhK-D_CRlAaodTxwq-x-ocS5yZC0ucxo-l1tD3wmH1d12V-sXAlnLOm-VLY3VuXXrZuApACkANF15DKMAcsVAgsVwhIaXeXXlV-MbYIUcc1GEs32NQYZcpNqgS_QcgtN92NSzkKrKwBBp2Kp0HfQuZNQ1hXdk75WuJCalbh0p9z5oac4z1l1V1jpB45ybY9OpnAX6Y0QiZrEkPFB-EhTznZFP18xbtBtvG95yzDTmUIry51PxwZ4HHAFzbVmnX3PvmwK7isFFs6Bqxv558rS5gerbHg-RtT6BEu4qzGa-wKfeENoHL6zSFgiXeReDEuCwpTVlLIEnZym-OjJm5FWZ6z3r-meAEAYAGpPblmoKSntvAAaAGIYgHAZAHAqgHk9ixAqgHlNixAqgHldixAqgHpr4bqAeW2BuoB6qbsQKoB_-esQKoB9-fsQKoB62-sQKoB7_TsQLYBwDSCDIQAjIIgICAgICAgAg6FJ_QgICAgASQwICAgKCogAKogYAQSL39wTpY_KGSgYTUlQNgAPoLAggBgAwBqg0CTVniDRMIl-WSgYTUlQMVkIRjBh2oDQBT6g0TCLftlIGE1JUDFZCEYwYdqA0AU4gO____________AdAVAYAXAbIXEBgMKgoyMTQwOTQ3MjcxUAGqGBcJapHtfAd43kASCjIxNDA5NDcyNzEYAQ&num=1&cid=CAQSkwIAEQoqgT-6ovK_GCZUqndyNxUv4PMiqzqh9l9OmcH5ddHiTwQKddNqrDfitHpjgG15dJiGG0Rm2_-ws60PYgXCynDkF_OrsPezsNPx0UddWFi-Oi7fXFXX6B65bq3lBXoD1lxS1MED99gWkWPOL7VvMq5l391pHNpmX0BQlvfFrPl89ZdmDVGvQv04_Bvhz-Y-Zu_cTbYyF5nDQ0liZvMjaUm1NpBK_bfUo9NKQO9orvZYxx1quYjKSzkm1_O0qAYOVzi7BR16kzyjt39x8jmruWUdPitRmG6w0R-jYmLIjzOVz79b1EYAkUgdRhTKZyyFut-ABxMpccJJwdBuvHeSjTVC9JoRrDvTRR3OD5Xy4KzxAhgBIAg&sig=AOD64_0_rClyrH4eYkYetiJa8EGT-QbAVQ&client=ca-pub-6991460232417704&adurl=https://exch.quantserve.com/r?&a=p-1RYxePXT9bCS2&labels=_qc.clk,_click.adserver.rtb,_click.rand.1377984697&rtbip=103.229.8.136&rtbdata2=EAA6Gmh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmRhaWx5c2FiYWguY29tWih1bVVtUnVrNUpFYWhiU3RHdVc4X1JMZzljQmloUFNORnZHMkFNa0JQgAG5wYmRBboBG0NBRVNFSUo5ZkZvbWw1bjhlMzJyaE9USGN3b8AB2LACyAHfkqqj9jPaARY0em0xWFBQbF9QM09ldFZVbWxrbFBBsAIIyAIA0ALO4Yb7-J_3zKkB6AJg8gIPCNOfBRDtmOiEksLc_sEB8gIMCGAQmdzcrdqqwdhy-AIAigMWMC5wdWItNjk5MTQ2MDIzMjQxNzcwNJgDAKgDALIDECABDQgAwgAAAAAAAAAAAAC6AxIJkURzaw8xSXoR_vfpmGRhJYbCAxIJiUOPZL2xhacR74xqJhM0CovIA7iAwIMB2AO5wYmRBeIDD3AtMVJZeGVQWFQ5YkNTMuoDBgigARDYBPIDBTUwNDkw-AMAgASYNIoEAjc3kgQSNTQ5NjQ0MzkzODQ5MTExNDY1mgQSCSZArCxeKy4TEdyPUt48H56fogQSCZFEc2sPMUl6Ef736ZhkYSWGqgQSCZFEc2sPMUl6Ef736ZhkYSWGsASA5ZCbBLgE0AXQBBPyBAJNWYAFAZAFAbAFALgFAMAFucGJkQXIBa7QqgTSBQYIBBACGAboBQWaBhQKEgkmQKwsXisuExHcj1LePB-en6AGAKgG-cCpWLUGiz3KOLoGZQoCTVkSAjE0GAAiDmt1YWxhJTIwbHVtcHVyKgU1MDQ5MDocbWF4aXMlMjBjb21tdW5pY2F0aW9ucyUyMGJoZFoVYXhpcyUyMGNvbW11bmljYXRpb25zogEMbWF4aXMuY29tLm15yQa6KAJfIYWUE_EGAygCXyGFlBP4BgaABwCKBxIJiUOPZL2xhacR74xqJhM0CouwB7ftswS4B-ygmgXYBwQ&rtb_id=CbooAl8hhZQTEQMoAl8hhZQTGDy6b_nwzBBVcv-qVhQ&redirecturl3=https://servedby.flashtalking.com/click/7/296968;10419608;5358254;210;0/?ft_mliid=9238199&ft_mcid=9087022&gdpr=0&ft_impID=01E6F226-6E9E-C95D-CE90-CE1B1E63C67A&ft_custom=JHCYy0hapZZPWsa1dX6jr31mnpZAS5O31LY=&g=6740EADF1DBBB9&random=115332.70844147021&ft_width=160&ft_height=600&url=https://www.adobe.com/my_en/products/premiere.html?sdid=X2PHHQXF&mv=display&mv2=display


Beyond seeking compensation and exploring legal avenues for resolution, Malaysia

views the incident as evidence that even legally finalized defense contracts can be

disrupted by political decisions in the supplier country, regardless of the financial

commitments already made.

It is within this broader strategic context that the incident involving Norway warrants

closer scrutiny. The issue goes beyond the mere delay in the delivery of a missile

system. Rather, it reveals a more fundamental reality of modern defense procurement:

Military capability depends not only on acquiring advanced platforms but also on the

political reliability of the parties willing to supply, support and maintain them over the

long term.

For a convening power like Malaysia, whose defense posture relies on diverse external

partnerships, this incident serves as a reminder that strategic trust has become just as

crucial as technological capability itself.

Malaysian navy needs modernization

The Royal Malaysian Navy (RMN) has long been burdened by ageing assets, strained

maintenance cycles and escalating operational demands. The strategic environment

surrounding Malaysia has also changed drastically. Territorial disputes in the South

China Sea persist, and the Strait of Malacca requires constant monitoring. Meanwhile,

the waters off eastern Sabah continue to face recurring non-traditional security

threats, ranging from smuggling activities to maritime intrusions.

In short, maritime pressures are mounting while existing naval capacity remains

limited.

This creates an imbalance. Ageing vessels, regardless of how well they are maintained,

cannot indefinitely carry out modern missions designed for newer, networked and

multi-role platforms. As the demand for patrols rises, an aging fleet eventually

becomes not only a maintenance burden but also a strategic vulnerability.

This makes the 13th Malaysia Plan important. It may decide whether Malaysia can

finally accelerate naval modernization or remain trapped in prolonged procurement

uncertainty.

Yet a more essential question must be asked: Who should Malaysia trust as a long-

term naval partner?

Who will be Malaysia's partner?

The usual candidates naturally come to mind. The United States remains a leading

defense supplier with highly sophisticated systems, yet American acquisitions often

entail high costs and complex political conditions. European suppliers offer advanced

naval technology, although recent events demonstrate that political risk can never be

entirely disregarded. South Korea is becoming increasingly competitive in

shipbuilding, while India continues to expand its maritime defense ambitions.

China also remains an unavoidable topic of attention.

Its shipbuilding capacity is immense, production speeds are impressive, and its cost-

competitiveness is hard to ignore. Malaysia’s past experience with China-related naval

acquisitions aptly reflects these advantages. However, the limitations of that

experience are equally instructive. The concerns go beyond mere financial or logistical

issues. Questions arise regarding technological interoperability and long-term

integration into the broader Malaysian naval ecosystem.



These distinctions are significant because naval platforms do not operate in isolation.

They must communicate across diverse systems, doctrines and command structures.

For a navy like Malaysia’s, where the operational architecture comprises a mix of

Western, European and increasingly varied technologies, interoperability is a strategic

necessity rather than merely a technical choice.

It is in this context that Türkiye’s rise warrants closer attention.

Türkiye as a strategic choice

This is not because Türkiye offers the sole solution, but because it increasingly

represents a distinct strategic category within the global defense market.

Over the past decade, Türkiye has undergone one of the world’s most remarkable

industrial-defense transformations. Having long relied heavily on imports, Türkiye has

systematically developed indigenous capabilities in aerospace, drones, land systems

and naval platforms. Its defense sector is no longer confined to the periphery of the

global supply chains; it has emerged as a rapidly growing strategic manufacturing hub.

The naval sector clearly reflects this rise.

Through national naval programs such as MILGEM and other domestic shipbuilding

initiatives, Türkiye has demonstrated its capability to construct, design and outfit

complex naval platforms with weaponry, while simultaneously increasing the use of

locally sourced components.

Unlike conventional suppliers, Türkiye occupies a unique and flexible geopolitical

position.

The country is not entirely isolated from global power rivalries, yet its stance is not

wholly defined by them either. Unlike the U.S., Türkiye is generally not perceived as

imposing strict conditions regarding alignment on its defense partners. Similarly,

compared to China, its defense cooperation does not trigger the same strategic

concerns in Southeast Asia, particularly within the context of the South China Sea.

This provides Türkiye with a distinct advantage among middle powers.

Its appeal lies in more than just capability, although cost competitiveness is important.

More significantly, Turkish defense cooperation increasingly emphasizes modularity,

flexibility and industrial partnerships. The value proposition is no longer merely “buy

our ships.” It is increasingly about building a long-term strategic ecosystem that

encompasses maintenance, training, technology adaptation and local participation.

For Malaysia, all of these elements constitute important pieces of the puzzle.

Trustworthiness is rare

Kuala Lumpur has consistently sought to avoid over-reliance on any single power. Its

foreign policy tradition has long emphasised hedging, autonomy and strategic
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balancing. Within such a framework, supplier diversification has been more than just a

prudent procurement policy; it has been a pillar of national security.

This is why the Norway episode should not be narrowly interpreted as a missile

dispute. Instead, it should be viewed as a warning against the risks of excessive

strategic dependency.

No supplier is perfect. Every procurement decision involves weighing trade-offs that

encompass cost, political exposure, operational compatibility and long-term

sustainability. Therefore, the real challenge for Malaysia is not choosing between East

and West, nor between suppliers from NATO and non-NATO blocs.

The true challenge lies in identifying a partner capable of supporting Malaysia’s

defense modernization efforts without compromising the nation’s strategic autonomy.

Increasingly, Türkiye appears well-positioned in this regard.

The country’s rise in the naval sector reflects broader shifts in the global defense

landscape, where middle powers are no longer merely passive buyers but are actively

shaping strategic partnerships. As traditional procurement hierarchies become

politically volatile, nations like Malaysia may find greater value in suppliers that

combine capability with flexibility.

Consequently, the future of naval modernization may not focus exclusively on major

powers or long-established defense giants.

It may well belong to those capable of offering something increasingly rare in a

fractured world: strategic trust.

Türkiye’s ascent in the naval domain demonstrates a keen understanding of this

reality. Malaysia would do well to give this matter serious consideration.
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