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IThis book offers a comprehensive exploration of Arabic speaking skills,
beginning with the historical arrival of the Arabic language in the Malay
Peninsula and its gradual integration into the Malaysian education system.
It also examines the ongoing challenges of learning Arabic speaking skills
in Malaysia. The book discusses how Arabic speaking skills are assessed
under the KBSR, KBSM, KSSR, and KSSM frameworks. A key highlight is
a chapter that compiles and analyses previous research on Arabic speaking
skills from the early 1980s to the present. Another chapter presents a
unique curriculum-based solution, drawing on lbn Khaldun's malakah
theory, an approach rarely addressed in existing literature. Additionally,
the book explores Arabic speaking skill learning strategies from the
learner’s perspective, incorporating insights from the author’s own research.
One of the most compelling sections is a chapter dedicated to the role
of IUM in promoting the Arabic language. This book is particularly valuable
because, unlike scattered journal articles on the topic, it provides a
complete and structured account of Arabic speaking skills. Given that
this issue has been studied for decades yet remains unresolved, the book
serves as a vital reference for future research in the field.

SUERAYA CHE HARON is a lecturer at the Kulliyyah of Education,
International Islamic University Malaysia, and has been serving the university
since 2005. Her primary research interest centres on Arabic speaking
skills, a topic she has been deeply engaged with since 2009. Over the
years, she has examined this subject from multiple perspectives, publishing
numerous research papers in various academic journals and presenting
her findings at multiple conferences.
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FOREWORD

The Arabic language, a cornerstone of Islamic identity and scholarship,
holds a venerable place in the cultural and educational heritage of Malaysia.
Yet, despite decades of curriculum reform, teacher training, and academic
inquiry, the development of Arabic speaking skills remains a persistent
educational challenge. This book by Associate Professor Dr. Sueraya Che
Haron arrives at a pivotal moment when language educators are seeking
not only answers but also renewed perspectives grounded in both historical
insight and innovative pedagogy.

With scholarly depth and personal conviction, Dr. Sueraya charts the
historical journey of Arabic language education in Malaysia, tracing its
roots from religious instruction to its institutionalisation in the modern
education system. She thoughtfully investigates why, despite structural
integration and evolving pedagogical methods, spoken Arabic continues
to be a difficult competency to cultivate among learners.

What sets this book apart is its multidimensional approach. From
comprehensive reviews of curriculum design and language assessment
practices to the application of Ibn Khaldun’s theory of malakah, the
author engages with Arabic speaking skills not merely as a pedagogical
issue but as a linguistic, historical, and cultural phenomenon. Her use of
empirical research, especially from learners’ perspectives, further enriches
the discussion and grounds her proposals in classroom realities.

Particularly noteworthy is the tribute paid to the International Islamic
University Malaysia (IIUM), a beacon of Arabic language scholarship and
the author’s personal academic home. This reflection adds an inspiring
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layer of academic gratitude and institutional recognition to the book’s
scholarly rigour.

This work is not only a valuable academic resource it is also a sincere
call to re-examine our approaches to language education with purpose,
passion, and precision. It offers practical insights for educators, curriculum
developers, policymakers, and researchers striving to elevate Arabic
language proficiency among students in Malaysia and beyond.

As the challenges of Arabic speaking skills continue to evolve, so
too must our commitment to addressing them. This book serves as both
a scholarly guide and a heartfelt contribution to that ongoing endeavour.

ISMAIL SHEIKH AHMAD, Prof. Dr.
Department of Language and Literacy,
Kulliyyah of Education, IUM
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PREFACE

From my perspective, the issue of Arabic speaking skills remains a persistent
challenge. Despite decades of research and numerous initiatives, significant
progress has yet to be observed. Recent studies continue to highlight this
as an unresolved problem.

The root of this issue can be traced back to the historical transmission
of the Arabic language to the Malay Archipelago and the initial objectives
behind its acquisition by the Malay community. Interestingly, the challenge
persists even though the motivations for learning Arabic have evolved
over time, and advancements have been made in teaching methodologies
and pedagogical approaches. The complexity of this issue has inspired
me to write this book. My aim is to provide a comprehensive analysis by
examining the problem from multiple perspectives.

First, I delve into the historical background of Arabic language
emergence in Malaysia, as understanding its origins is crucial to identifying
the underlying causes of the current challenges. Following this, I explore
how Arabic has been gradually integrated into the Malaysian education
system, illustrating its transformation into an indispensable component of
national education. This discussion also highlights the shifting objectives
of Arabic language education over time. Additionally, I analyse how
Arabic language proficiency has been assessed under both past and present
curricula, shedding light on the impact of these assessment methods on
speaking skills.

A significant portion of this book is dedicated to reviewing previous
research on Arabic speaking skills, beginning from the 1980s to the present.
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This examination demonstrates the persistence of the issue and the different
angles from which scholars have approached it. To address this challenge,
I introduce Ibn Khaldun’s “Malakah” theory as a potential solution and
propose practical applications for its implementation in contemporary
Arabic language education. Moreover, to capture the issue from the learners’
perspective, I incorporate insights from my previous research on Arabic
speaking skill learning strategies. These findings aim to support curriculum
development and improve teaching methodologies.

In a special chapter, I pay tribute to my alma mater, a university that
I hold in the highest regard for its unwavering commitment to the Arabic
language and its role in Muslim education. I explore the university’s
contributions to Arabic language education, the evolution of its Arabic
programmes, and the significant achievements it has made in this field.

This book is deeply personal to me, as it represents more than a
decade of exploration and dedication to understanding Arabic language
acquisition. It is my hope that this work will serve as a valuable resource for
future researchers and educators, inspiring further studies and innovative
approaches to Arabic language learning. Insha Allah, may this book
contribute to the ongoing efforts to enhance Arabic speaking skills and
promote its effective learning and teaching.

SUERAYA CHE HARON, Assoc. Prof. Dr.
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INTRODUCTION

The Arabic language holds a significant place in Malaysia’s education
system, particularly within religious and linguistic studies. Despite its long
history and structured curriculum, challenges persist in developing Arabic
speaking proficiency among Malaysian learners. This book, Issues in Arabic
Speaking Skills in the Malaysian Education System, explores the historical
development, institutional contributions, pedagogical methods, curriculum
frameworks, and ongoing challenges in Arabic language education in
Malaysia. It also identifies existing gaps and proposes solutions grounded
in educational research and linguistic theory. Each chapter provides an in-
depth examination of these topics, offering valuable insights for educators,
policymakers, and language learners.

Chapter 1: The Historical Background and Development of Arabic
Language Education in Malaysia

This chapter sets the foundation for understanding Arabic language education
in Malaysia by tracing its historical evolution. It discusses the introduction
of Arabic in Peninsular Malaysia, its role before and after independence,
and how it was incorporated into the national education curriculum. The
chapter highlights the transition from traditional religious instruction to
a more structured educational framework, demonstrating how Arabic has
been positioned within the broader educational landscape.
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Chapter 2: The Contribution of the International Islamic University
Malaysia (IIUM) in Empowering Arabic Language Education

This chapter explores [IUM’s pivotal role in promoting Arabic education in
Malaysia. It details the university’s language programmes, its integration
of Arabic across multiple faculties, and its extracurricular initiatives such
as the Arabic Debating and Public Speaking Club. The chapter underscores
ITUM’s unique position as a centre of excellence for Arabic learning and
its influence on Arabic language pedagogy nationwide.

Chapter 3: Speaking Skills in Language Learning

Focusing on the importance of speaking skills, this chapter delves into
the fundamental aspects of verbal communication, including vocabulary,
grammar, pronunciation, fluency, and proficiency. It discusses the role of
speaking in overall language learning and examines the interdependence
of listening, reading, and writing. The chapter provides a theoretical
perspective on why speaking skills should be prioritised and how they
contribute to effective language acquisition.

Chapter 4: Arabic Speaking Skills in Malaysian Primary and Secondary
School Curriculum

This chapter examines the structure of Arabic language education in
Malaysian schools, focusing on the Primary School Standard Curriculum
(KSSR) and the Secondary School Standard Curriculum (KSSM). It
provides an overview of the curriculum’s objectives, the integration of
Arabic speaking skills, and the assessment criteria. Additionally, it discusses
initiatives such as the Modul Kemahiran Bertutur Bahasa Arab Sekolah
Menengah, which aims to enhance speaking proficiency among students.

Chapter 5: Assessment of Arabic Speaking Skills

This chapter reviews the frameworks used to assess Arabic speaking skills
in Malaysian schools, including KBSR, KBSM, KSSR, and KSSM. It
also explores how the Common European Framework of Reference for
Languages (CEFR) has been integrated into assessment methods. The
chapter evaluates the effectiveness of these frameworks and discusses the
need for more comprehensive speaking assessments in Arabic education.
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Chapter 6: Issues of Arabic Speaking Skills in Malaysia

A core section of the book, this chapter critically analyses the ongoing
challenges in Arabic speaking proficiency among Malaysian learners. It
explores factors such as teaching methods, curriculum design, student
motivation, learning environments, and assessment practices. Drawing
from extensive research, the chapter highlights why these issues persist
despite multiple educational reforms and interventions.

Chapter 7: Arabic Speaking Skills Learning Strategies

This chapter highlights the impact of learning strategies on Arabic speaking
proficiency among Malay learners. Proficient speakers use strategic,
language-focused approaches, while less proficient ones struggle due to
weak linguistic foundations and passive habits. These findings support
the need for structured strategy training, reinforcing the relevance of the
MASSLeM model and its potential for policy-level implementation to
guide learners towards more effective, independent Arabic communication.

Chapter 8: Arabic Speaking SKkills from Ibn Khaldun’s Perspective

This chapter introduces Ibn Khaldun’s concept of malakah (linguistic
mastery) and examines its relevance to modern Arabic language education.
It explores how malakah can bridge the gaps identified in previous chapters
and enhance Arabic speaking skills in Malaysia. The chapter concludes
by proposing strategies that align with Ibn Khaldun’s linguistic theories
to improve Arabic speaking pedagogy.

Chapter 9: Suggestions and Recommendations

This chapter introduces the MASSLeM model, a Malakah-Based Arabic
Speaking Skill Learning Model designed to address persistent challenges
faced by Malay learners. Rooted in Ibn Khaldtin’s malakah theory, the
model structures Arabic learning into three stages: input (listening), storage
(memorisation), and output (speaking). The chapter emphasises the need
for policy-level action, recommending a phased national implementation
starting at the tertiary level, followed by pilot programmes in schools, and
supported by religious and educational institutions. MASSLeM offers a
culturally relevant and pedagogically sound framework for transforming
Arabic language instruction in Malaysia.
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CONCLUSION

The book concludes by summarising the key findings from each chapter
and reinforcing the need for continued efforts in improving Arabic speaking
skills in Malaysia. It emphasises the importance of effective teaching
methodologies, supportive learning environments, and comprehensive
assessment frameworks. The conclusion also calls for further research and
policy enhancements to ensure that Arabic language education in Malaysia
meets global standards of linguistic proficiency.

By exploring these critical aspects, this book aims to contribute to the
ongoing discourse on Arabic language education and provide practical
recommendations for educators, policymakers, and students striving to
enhance Arabic speaking skills in Malaysia.

I XXiV
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ABBREVIATIONS

American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages

Abdul Hamid Abu Sulayman Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed
Knowledge and Human Sciences

Bahagian Pembangunan Kurikulum (Curriculum Development
Division)

Centre for Languages and Academic Excellence

Common European Framework of Reference for Languages

Dokumen Standard Kurikulum dan Pentaksiran (Curriculum
and Assessment Standard Document)

Huraian Sukatan Pelajaran (Curriculum Specification Guide)
International Islamic University Malaysia

Islamisation and Integration of Knowledge

ITUM World Debate and Oratory Centre

Jawi, Quran, Arabic, and Fardu Ain (Islamic Studies Programme
in Malaysian Schools)

Kelas Aliran Agama (Religious Stream Classes)

Kurikulum Bersepadu Sekolah Menengah (Integrated Secondary
School Curriculum)

Kurikulum Bersepadu Sekolah Rendah (Integrated Primary
School Curriculum)

Kurikulum Bersepadu Dini (Dini Integrated Curriculum)

Kurikulum Standard Sekolah Rendah (Primary School Standard
Curriculum)
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KOED
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MGAS
MoE
MoU
MPAS

MTAS
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PPPM

SMK
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UM
UMK
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UPM
UPSI

USAS
USIM

UKM

I XXVi

ABBREVIATIONS

Kurikulum Standard Sekolah Menengah (Secondary School
Standard Curriculum)

Kulliyyah of Education

Kulliyyah of Sustainable Tourism and Contemporary Languages
Malay Good Arabic Speakers (Proficient Malay Arabic Speakers)
Ministry of Education Malaysia

Memorandum of Understanding

Malay Poor Arabic Speakers (Less Proficient Malay Arabic
Speakers)

Master of Education in Teaching Arabic to Non-Arabic Speakers
National Capital Language Resource Centre of the United States
Penilaian Menengah Rendah (Lower Secondary Assessment)

Pelan Pembangunan Pendidikan Malaysia (Malaysia Education
Blueprint)

Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan (National Secondary Schools)

Sekolah Menengah Kebangsaan Agama (National Religious
Secondary Schools)

Sekolah Agama Bantuan Kerajaan (Government-Assisted
Religious Schools)

Sukatan Pelajaran (Curriculum Syllabus)

Teaching Arabic as a Second Language

University of Malaya

Universiti Malaysia Kelantan (Kelantan Malaysia University)
ITUM University Core Courses

Universiti Sultan Zainal Abidin (Sultan Zainal Abidin University)
Universiti Putra Malaysia (Putra University Malaysia)

Universiti Pendidikan Sultan Idris (Sultan Idris University for
Teaching)

Universiti Sultan Azlan Shah (Sultan Azlan Shah University)

Universiti Sains Islam Malaysia (Islamic Sciences University
Malaysia)

Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (National University of Malaysia)
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