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Preface

he International Islamic University Malaysia (ITUM) celebrated its
fortieth anniversary in 2023 since its establishment in 1983. The
university’s Management Services Division (MSD) decided to
commemorate the 40th anniversary and highlight the vital role that the
university has played and thus to do more to promote rahmatan lil “alamin
(mercy to the worlds). The university has been shaping generations through
intellectual pursuit, moral guidance, and societal contributions.
[lluminating Minds: Reflections on I[IUM Scholars aims at
understanding the evolution of the university, the path travelled, and
the lessons learnt for the future. It examines the intellectual tradition,
covernance structures, and academic cultures to provide insights into the
essence of a truly glorious university. The narrative is woven together
through the perspectives of those who played pivotal roles in shaping the
institution and those who bore witness to its development. Comprising
19 insightful chapters, the book is structured into two distinct parts in
addition to the introductory chapter and concluding observations. The first
part, “Reflections,” contains 10 chapters contributed by the rector, two
past rectors, three deputy rectors, and the remaining four have served the
university in various administrative capacities. These contributors held
key positions in the university and offered first-hand accounts of their
experiences and decisions. The second part, “Salutations”, comprises
seven chapters focusing on the contributions of a rector, two deputy
rectors and the remaining three who served as deans and directors. This
part is contributed by scholars who knew and worked closely with those
in leadership, providing critical reflections on their contributions and the



Preface

university's evolution. Taken together, the book offers reflections on

early days of these scholars al the university, the milestones they achieveg

and the hurdles they overcame. More than just personal recollections, thes
narratives provide insights nto the evolution of ITUM, chronicling s

historical development, its intellectual and institutional transformations

and the impact it has had on its community. These academic administrators
were guided, in their pursuit of knowledge and service, by ITUM’s
mission of II-CE (Integration, Islamisation, Internationalisation, and

Comprehensive Excellence).
The book. however, begins with an introductory chapter explaining

the [IUM as a unique institution that integrates modern education with
Islamic values. It operates across multiple campuses, with Gombak as the
main campus. It fosters academic excellence and moral integrity and thus

prepares graduates to contribute to the development of knowledge-driven
ethical social order. The concluding chapter summarises the findings of
this study. It highlights the achievements of 16 scholars from the [TUM,
detailing their academic contributions, research excellence, and teaching
impact. The book did not cover many other scholars; it, however, serves as
2 trihute to those who have significantly shaped the university’s intellectual
and ethical culture. It underscores the need to foster a conducive academic
environment ans maintaining the university’s international character
in multi-cultural Malaysia. By examining the intellectual traditions,
governance structures, and academic cultures that have defined the IIUM,
this book provides insights into the essence of a truly glorious university,

the garden of knowledge and virtue.
This book is not only a tribute to the past but also a bridge to the

future. It invites new generations of students and staff to understand the

essence of IIUM — its philosophy, values, and aspirations. Documenting
(hese accounts ensures that the rich heritage of [IUM is not forgotten but

preserved for future generations.

ABDUL RASHID MOTEN
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Ahmad bin Mohamed Ibrahim:
Pioneering Legacy In
Singapore and Malaysia
Mohammad Nagib Eishan Jan

rofessor Emeritus Tan Sri Datuk Ahmad bin Mohamed Ibrahim
(1916-1999) was a highly unconventional man who could carry
out the works of public office, teaching and administration,

and pioneering research and publishing to the highest standards. As a
devout Muslim, he had the best of both worlds in which he embodied
the interaction between Islamic and Western thoughts, promoted the
structured development of the Islamic legal system in Malaysia without
undermining the traditional common law system and, wherever possible,
sought to harmonise the two systems. In the long run, he lived well and
taught others to live well too, leaving behind a rich and inspiring legacy:.
Tan Sr1 Ahmad Ibrahim was a great teacher. He taught students not

only what the law 1s or ought to be, but through higactions, he also taught
the true meaning of punctuality, honesty, integrity, and hard work. He
was an eminent legal scholar who served Malaysia and Singapore well
and left a rousing and admirable footprint. His legacy, as a legendary
figure with countless publications, a productive public servant, a devoted
teacher, and the founder of two law schools in Malaysia, is too great to be
underestimated. \

~ Ahmad Ibrahim was born on 12 May 1916 in Singapore to an
educated and rehigious family and rendered many services to the country
of his birth as well as to Malaysia, where he spent the rest of his working
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Raflles Institution, and Raffles College (now National Umvz,r:ir:a
Y

. . rts degree, He
_class honours in economics and law degree, which he obtained
b, C (

ridge University, fmd a Master of Laws and a Honorary Doctor
- aws (LL.D) from the University of Singapore. ,

As 2 legal practitionq and a leader in public service, Ahmad
(brahim served Singapore, h.ls country of origin, in various capacities with
omplete integrity apd dedication. He was the first Attorney-General of
Singapore. His appointment as At.tomey General was primarily due to his
qatelligence and deep understanding of the law. Prior to his appointment
s Attorney-General, Ahmad Ibrahim served as a magistrate. Apart from
holding various other positions, he practised as an Advocate and Solicitor.
gppearing 1n some well-known cases such as the celebrated Maria Hertooh
-ase. He also served as Ambassador of the Republic of Singapore to Egypt
(then known as ‘United Arab Republic’).

Ahmad Ibrahim, a pioneer who worked tirelessly behind the scenes.
was instrumental in shaping Singapore’s history. He played a key role
in the formation of Singapore’s independence, participated in the
delegation that negotiated Singapore’s accession to Malaysia, and later
its independence in 1965. Additionally, he drafted a water treaty with
Malaysia on Singapore’s behalf. As an expert on Islamic law known
among the legal fraternity, he was responsible for drafting the Women's
Charter (1961), and the Administration of Muslim Law Act (1960), which
changed the jurisdiction of the Shari’ah Court and established the Islamic
Religious Council of Singapore. He undoubtedly served the country of his
birth admirably.

After twenty-two years of excellent service in Singapore, Ahm
brahim moved permanently to Malaysia in 1969. Although he travelled

0 Singapore occasionally, he considered Malaysia his home. He loved
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anner. educated the youth, and workeg

it, served it in the best possible m
and the Islamic legy)

towards the harmonisation of the conventional
During his lifetime, Almarhiim Ahmad Ibrahim navigated twq

distinct legal systems. As an exemplary Muslim and a distinguished
jurist, he made significant strides in harmonising these systems
with the aim of positioning Malaysia as a model state in the modern

Islamic world. Furthermore, he played a pivotal role in fostering close
relationships between judges of the Shari’ah courts and civil courts in

systems.

Malaysia. .
While in Malaysia, he worked tirelessly, driven by a profound

sense of mission. He started as a professor of legal studies at the Faculty
of Economics and Administration, University of Malaya (UM), and was
subsequently appointed as Deputy Chancellor of the UM, and the first
Dean of the Faculty of Law, UM. On the establishment of the [ITUM in
1983. he was appointed the first Dean of the Kulliyyah of Laws, [ITUM,

and later, Sheikh of that Kulliyyah.
As a Shari'ah scholar equipped with deep knowledge of the

common law. Ahmad Ibrahim pioneered many noteworthy events that

eventually improved the Shart'ah court system in Malaysia. He played a
key role in establishing the Journal Hukum, the Journal of Malaysian and

Comparative Law, and the Annual Survey of Malaysian Law. Further, he
introduced the Diploma in Law and Administration of [slamic Judiciary

and the Diploma in Shari'ah Law and Legal Practice at the Kulliyyah of
[ aws. [IUM. He chaired the Shari’ah and C ivil Law Technical Commuittee
of the Prime Minister’s Department, a committee whose objective was to
codify and standardise all the thirteen states of the Malaysian Federation,
where Islamic law began as a state subject under the Federal Constitution. g
In addition. he was also responsible for the drafting of Article 121(1A) of ;
the Federal Constitution, thereby enhancing the jurisdiction and relevance
of Shari 'ah courts. i
For many, Ahmad Ibrahim was a paragon of virtue who truly left
his indelible mark. His prowess as a legal draftsman and his conlributions'f;
to Malaysia remain unmatched. Ahmad Ibrahim made signiﬁcantl;
contributions to Malaysian legal literature. His writings extended beyond ‘.f
1is expertise in Islamic law to encompass other areas, including family
law, constitutional law, and criminal law. A pioneer in legal cducation,
Ahmad Ibrahim played a key role in establishing Malaysia’s first law
school, the University of Malaya School of Law, where he served as a
dean for eleven years.
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Those Who knew Ahmad Ibrahim recognise

ol sctual an.d an inspiring forgc bchi.nd olc:gal scholarship in Malaysia.
He was d dedicated al?d hardworking individual who never considered
nimself merely an n.ncllectual or scholar. Instead, he remained

y engaged WIth th? law through reading, observation. and

neans of acqulring l.m.owledge. For him, nothing was more valuable
than reading and gaining knowledge to empower oneself and better
ve the nation. A “bookworm’, as described by some of his family
members, Ahmad Ibr.ahim made sure books were never far away
om his hands, for his house was always filled with books, as was
vis office. He kept even old and torn books, loved buying new books
.nd always kept abreast with the latest ones. He Kept books, not for
he sake of decoration, but to read and learn something from them.
He never stopped learning, even at the fine age of eighty-plus. He was
reading, learning, writing, and teaching his students how to read law

As a pioneering leader, he was perpetually learning because leadership
and learning are indispensable to each other.

Reading, research, and publication are crucial to academic
success. This was what Ahmad Ibrahim did that made him successful
in creating new knowledge. It was these academic activities that made
him productive. He was an exemplary researcher whose leadership
and scholarly research will always be a beacon for those who come
after him. Through research, he brought positive changes in society
and considerably influenced legal reforms that benefited Muslims in
Malaysia and Singapore.

Ahmad Ibrahim valued research a great deal. He basically learned
from yesterday, lived for today, hoped for tomorrow, and never stopped
questioning. Of course, when a question arises, one needs to conduct
research to find a solid answer to it, and that was what Ahmad [brahim
used to do, and in doing so, he helped the enhancement of knowledge, the
beneficiary of which were the students, practitioners and most importantly,
the nation.

Research in the field of social sciences, or any other field for that
matter, leads to publication, which Ahmad Ibrahim was never short of.
His publications should not remain as dust on the shelves of private and
Public libraries. Researchers and law students should refer to them, ge!
NSpiration and knowledge from them, and conduct more research to

¢nhance ang update knowledge in the field.
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Intense rescarch enabled Ahmad [brahim (o :lC(]l‘lil‘C adequate
aw. and Islamic law, and this made him a specig|js;
in the comparative family law and C(mstituti(mal. law. Havmg acquired
spectal knowledge i1 his field. he continued to .wrllc and publish, the aiy
beine to address pressing issues faced by society apd to advance leg,
knowledge. which he did successfully. He had written several books.
some of which were pioneer works in the field, for instance Islamic [ gy
in Malava (1965), Family Law 1n Malaysia and Singapore (1978), and
Distribution of Estates According to Shafi’ie Law (1976), to name but 4

expertise in common |

few.

Ahmad Ibrahim was definitely a good thinker and researcher, the
qualities that made him a great writer. [n addition to book§, Ahmad
Ibrahim left prolific articles on Islamic law that covered various legal
fields and dealt with a wide range of theoretical and practical legal
issues. His scholarly articles have been useful for lecturers, students, and
legal professionals. His work is never merely technical, but constantly
reflective of his concern for law and society, and his service that aimed

{0 benefit the nation was rooted in his deep religious convictions. |

Remember, the greatest among us is the one who brings the most beneﬁ};
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to others. o
Ahmad Ibrahim was a very much sought-after scholar who gave up

his personal comfort in favour of service to the nation and that ce
made him a national treasure. Whichever service he was entrusted with,
he did it with full commitment, dedication, integrity, and success
held many academic, professional, and administrative posmons
this put him in a position to be constantly in touch with hundreds
people in the legal and academic realms. Despite being preoccupx ~
with important administrative duties, and when old age caught him, he
always made time for his research, writings, and publications. In fact, he
was an energetic, passionate, and well-recognised scholar who »
tirelessly to serve the ummah and 1 doing so, left a footprint thatfe |
academicians left behind. . o
As a multiple award-winning scholar, Ahmad Ibrahim was
mstrumental to the progress of various institutions namely
particularly 1ts Faculty of Law, and the [IUM’s Kulliyyah of Laws. He
received o number of academic awards including the Allama Muhamad
lgbal Medal (1979), Professor of Law (IIUM, 1983), Professor
(ML TYEA) the Tokoh Maal Hijrah award (1988), and the Tun
Razak award (1992). Additionally, the naming of the UM law
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“u“'l‘hc late Tan ST Ahm .ui .lhmhnn vas an efficient scholar h
ything rightly and effectively. As a regylt. pe W e
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a8 known to he
al or incidenta| rather
| tto excellence. ntelligent plann;

d effort, which Almarhum was not shory of. He C(E)n;i(;”ngi
| | it of, Sidere

P CVEry minute wise|

c ally, and allocated time, if necessary, to make a y and

e of people around him. Despite being busy with
ative tasks, he was always ready to spend time )

ving with colleagues, young or old, whenever and wherey
@ ffice oF in the staff common room.
1S '

@ bly hmducti\'c. Productivity is not accident
l

e ‘ s the result of a commitme
qlways

academic and
onsulting and
€r possible. in

JminStr

sid not feel was a correCt thing to do. PU{l?tL.lality as a solid virtue reflected
. his character, and if ever he were to criticise anybody, he would criticise
dhose who were not punctual or were lazy. His meetings were brief. and
qraight to the point, as he.was a master in time management. He wasted
10 time, as he had a mission to accomplish during his lifetime and was
-cing against time to achieve it.

As a truly wise man, he attentively listened to the views of others in
the meetings he attended or lead because he knew that there was always
omething to be learned. He abstained from backbiting for he knew it to
he a great sin in Islam and he also knew time on his hands was limited.
< he did not waste it on vain or idle things. He never got angry but was
always helpful, encouraging, and filled with a mountain of hope.

Those who knew Ahmad Ibrahim knew that he was so truly
dedicated that he gave up everything for the community and the nation.
The high position of Islamic law in the country today is due to his efforts
in the codification of Islamic law. However, despite his monumental
contributions and leadership, he always remained a very humble person,
for a great man is always willing to be little. No, he was never a little man-

he was a great man indeed. Whatever tasks he embarked on, he rose above
them and attained achievements not only because he was intelligent but
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When hard work and intelligence work

o because vas industrious. _ it |
oy S ible. That's why he achieved thingg i,

hand in hand, many things ar¢ poss

. a hoe » 1o achieve.
his career that few others have bL.U] a.hlc.t‘(‘ ol becatise. of o
Ahmad Ibrahim’s legacy 1S sngmhcant ne y ause of his

search, publication, and civil service but 344
a1 and religious character, which is wor

recounting and emulating. Humility, frankness, fbalﬂ}:'}CS’S, 2;]nd hard
work were the defining traits of the late Ahmad Ibrahim’s character

Despite his remarkable leadership and the respect he earned for-his
brilliance. he remained humble and modest. Truly he was Allah’s

great achievements in re
because of his high mor

chosen servant. ]
Having all the values of a true well-natured gentleman coupled

with intelligence and self-belief made him a remarkably syccessful man.
His humility was a sign of his strength, not weakness, as 1t. has been said
humility is the surest sign of strength. Certainly, self-belief along with
hard work made him successful in the field of teaching, administration,
and advocacy. Thus, the footprints he left on the sands of time can have
a positive impact on the lives of others, especially the youth, and can

certainly add value to their lives if emulated.
As an outstanding law professor, Almarhum Tan Sri Ahmad

[brahim candled the lives of many of us at [IUM. A prolific academic.
he taught us that success comes through self-belief, dedication. and
hard work as he worked tirelessly, researched with passion, published.
and ensured that the fruits of his labour were shared with students,
practitioners, and the public. He practised what he preached, as he
was a skilled legal practitioner and a successful administrator. His
academic and administrative works, carried out with full honesty and
integrity, demonstrated how important his rich legacy is for youth to
follow, learn and work hard to better serve themselves, their family,
the nation, and the Muslim ummah.

Ahmad Ibrahim was truly a good and pious man who always strived
to do good not for himself, nor for his family but for all mankind. He
was a kind man. Although his kindness cost nothing, it meant everything.
It profoundly impacted those around him, changing their lives in ways
that were as transformative as snow, beautifying everything it touched.
He expected nothing in return, firmly believing that every act of kindness
was an act of charity. A man of good nature. he was loved, admired,

and respected by all who knew him, especially his students from over a
hundred countries and his colleagues,
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[brahim was an enthusiastic teacher. always organised and

d. He presented lessons in a clear and structured ;nanncr. He
W ) engage his students, made them think critically, and looked af
used “roﬂ; different perspectives. As a warm, cager and caring teacher
ays made himself available to students even after class. At the samé

ea]\\’t 0q . .
h o he expected students o be diligent in learning, because acquiring
(jme: - -

nowledge requires effort, as no one is born with knowledge. Not only
1 -, /

i, but he also tirelessly r.esearched the subjects he taught and the output
‘ot‘ilqis research benefited his students as well as the general public.

Ahmad Ibrahim sought k.nowledge and contributed to the
,dvancement of legal understanding until the very end of his life. He

geeply understood the profound importance of knowledge, believing that
1othing, not even death, could diminish its value, for unlike everything

olse, knowledge only grows when shared. He therefore never wasted
ime in his pursuit of knowledge, dedicating himself to it from the cradle
to the grave. Through his writings and publications, he left a lasting
legacy that continues to benefit students, researchers, universities. and

the nation.
As a devout Muslim, Ahmad Ibrahim balanced deen with the dunya,

but nonetheless, gave importance to both. He was a deeply religious man.
He would wake up every morning before the fajr prayer to perform the
Tahajjud prayer and performed the five daily prayers on time, mostly
in the mosque. Nevertheless, he did not neglect his share of this world.
He worked hard to succeed in both worlds. This is what a good Muslim
should strive to achieve. Yes, it takes hard work, but the fruit it yields will
be very sweet, because what could be sweeter than achieving success in
both worlds. Hard work 1n a smart way leads to success. It was the value
and character of Ahmad Ibrahim that made him a successful, inspiring,
and noble person who can be emulated.

To his family, Ahmad Ibrahim was a loving husband and a kind
father to his ten children. He loved his ‘wife’s cooking’ and no matter
where he worked, he would always come home for lunch. If he wanted
10 have dinner outside, he would have it with his family. The family
often went out for dinners, especially when they were celebrating
A family member’s birthday or other occasions. He took care of his
diet well. His breakfast was usually tea with eggs and toast, except on
Sunday when it was roti canai. nasi lemak, etc. The menus for his lunch
and dinner were usually curry with mutton, and despite eating mutton
almost daily, he actually had low blood pressure. This was the case with

Ahmad

{
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honey, dates, milk, and juices. He

Almarhum even though he always ate
knows he had taken close to ng

was always a healthy man, as everyonc
medical leave.

Ahmad Ibrahim pe
administrative activities with complete
valued his work very much and did it carc
society. Due to his hard work, precision, an

rformed all his academic, advocacy, and
dedication and commitment. He

fully and honestly to benefit
d dedication in doing the
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work, he always achieved the desired results. Indeed, he was an Inimitable
‘ individual whose inspiring works have ‘mmortalised him. The Kulliyyah
";fg of Laws at IITUM, named after him, holds memorial lectures annually to
“ﬁ remember his rich legacy and remind others to emulate him as he proved
that the end result of dedicated hard work is nothing but success.

The legacy of the late Ahmad [brahim shows that for a diligent
scholar. even an official retirement cannot Stop him from working to

owledge or address pressing legal

contribute to the advancement of kn
for him, reaching the age of

issues affecting society. In other words,

retirement was not an obstacle t
In fact, all the services he rendered in Malaysia,

from the civil service in Singapore. Thus, all his Malaysian achievem nts
were after his official retirement. To him, official retirement was not the
end of the road, but it was the beginning of the open highway. *{*

[ had the honour of being enrolled as a teaching staff at II \
on his recommendation and a few months after my appointmelj

induction programme was conducted for all newly appointed staff.

one of the sessions, he instructed the newly appointed staft to act;

engage, but | listened carefully without saying anything. He insist gq
| say something, something as simple as a question. 1 was caug
surprise, panicked, and without knowing what 1o ask, | raised th
question that popped 1nto my head: Is a unified Islamic legal syste
possible for the Islamic world? He replied that he had tried to
[s]amic family law in Malaysia but to no avail, so how can [slamic l¢
he unified throughout the Muslim world when Muslim countries a
united? He sounded worried about the lack of unity among the Musl
ymmah and felt the pain and suffering endured by Muslims In cu
parts of the world, such as Palestine. This showed his concern abo_'l:_
plight of Muslims in some parts of the world. His concern was €€
reflective of the hadith which says: The believers, in their mutual I

mercy, and compassion, are like one body: if one organ 15 sick, the

of the body develops a fever. e S
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i short Ahmad Ibrahim had a fruitful life full of achievemen
nts

o and contributions. All this was due to his high level of imclligencc‘
) work, perseverance, excellent leadership, and integritx; Hi;
ontributions to the development of legal knowledge are commendable
nd his humility, punctuality, piety, intelligence, and hard work are alsc
pfaise\\’()ﬂh)’- Tm}y. he was a Ie.ge.nda.ry scholar who persistently workéd
. rcndefeq services to thg societies in which he lived.

Tan Sri Ahmad Ibrahim completed writing his last book just a few

ours before his demise. He passed away peacefully on April 27, 1999
.t the age of 83, and the news of h1§ death was carried by the mainstream
nedia. It created ffont-pa.lge head.lmes both in Malaysia and Singapore.
goth countries praised him for his contributions to legal and academic
celds. May Allah (SWT) grant him the highest rank in paradise. He will
always remain alive 1n our hearts and minds. May Allah (SWT) rest his

«oul in eternal peace, for he is truly deserving of it.
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