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Forging the Crescent Bridge: Pakistan and Malaysia's
expanding strategic partnership

By Phar Kim Beng, Luthfy Hamzah October 8, 2025 @ 6:15pm

Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar Ibrahim and Pakistan’s Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif attend a joint press
conference at the Perdana Putra building in conjunction with his official visit to Malaysia.The six Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) signed in Kuala Lumpur between Malaysia and Pakistan extend far beyond economic
cooperation to include education, technical training, information and communications technology, halal collaboration,
and cultural exchange. — BERNAMA

Get breaking news fast — follow us on WhatsApp and Telegram.

THE British Empire once ruled over Malaysia and Pakistan, both, embedding legacies that were later
reshaped through the respective nationalisms of Muhammad Ali Jinnah and Tunku Abdul Rahman.

Yet, even centuries before that, Malaysia had felt the presence of other European powers — Portugal and the
Netherlands — whose colonial forays shaped its maritime geography and commercial dynamism.

Geography, as always, is destiny. Pakistan and Malaysia command two of the world's most critical maritime
arteries. Pakistan fronts the Arabian Sea, linking the Gulf of Oman and the Strait of Hormuz, the world's most
vital chokepoint for energy flows.

Malaysia, on the other hand, guards the Strait of Malacca, through which nearly one-third of global trade
passes daily. These waterways are also geostrategic lifelines that demand continuous vigilance,
technological sophistication, and coordinated defence planning.

The digitalisation of warfare, the rise of autonomous maritime systems, and the intensifying competition
among naval powers in the Indo-Pacific only reinforce the need for states like Malaysia and Pakistan to
modernise their naval capabilities jointly.

The six Memorandums of Understanding (MoUs) signed in Kuala Lumpur between Malaysia and Pakistan
extend far beyond economic cooperation to include education, technical training, information and
communications technology, halal collaboration, and cultural exchange.
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They reflect a shared determination to deepen strategic trust and expand cooperation across both civilian
and defence sectors.

The Joint Statement, issued during Prime Minister Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif's recent official visit to Kuala
Lumpur, reaffirmed both countries' commitment to strengthening defence ties through the Joint Committee

on Defence Cooperation (JCDC) — including training exchanges, capacity-building, and institutional dialogue
between their respective armed forces and defence academies.

In this sense, defence remains a key strategic pillar, complementing the broader efforts in education and
trade that now define the Malaysia—Pakistan partnership.

Pakistan's experience in managing the triangular dynamics among China, the United States, and the Middle
East provides valuable lessons especially as Kuala Lumpur navigates between Beijing's Belt and Road
Initiative, Washington's Indo-Pacific Strategy, and the broader economic magnetism of the Gulf.

Islamabad's balancing act — anchored in pragmatism and informed by decades of realpolitik — offers a
framework for smaller powers like Malaysia to sustain autonomy while engaging multiple partners
simultaneously.

Malaysia, in turn, offers Pakistan an example of regional embeddedness — the art of transforming strategic
geography into cooperative diplomacy through the Asean framework.

Since Pakistan became a member of the Asean Regional Forum (ARF) in 2004, it has observed how
Malaysia and its Asean counterparts have built consensus mechanisms, preventive diplomacy measures,
and non-interference norms that provide stability amidst geopolitical flux.

For Islamabad, the ARF remains a valuable platform for engaging with East Asia while deepening its
credentials as a responsible regional actor.

The emphasis on defence education within the new framework of cooperation deserves particular attention.
In a world where the boundaries between civilian and military technologies are increasingly porous, cross-
sectoral learning is essential.

Malaysian defence academies can benefit from Pakistan's experience in nuclear security, cybersecurity, and
aerospace development. At the same time, Pakistani institutions can learn from Malaysia's emphasis on
humanitarian assistance, maritime domain awareness, and multilateral defence diplomacy.

Such exchanges go beyond tactical collaboration — they build intellectual capital and strategic empathy.
Defence diplomacy, when rooted in knowledge, can serve as a bridge between societies, not just armies, and
will be further strengthened through the institutional mechanisms reaffirmed in 2025.

The logic of Pakistan's eastward engagement aligns naturally with Malaysia's own regional outlook.

Islamabad's aspiration to become an East Asia Summit (EAS) partner — potentially as a Strategic Dialogue
Partner — would position it alongside nations like India, Japan, and Australia in shaping the future of the
Indo-Pacific region.

This ambition, shared by Turkiye, signals the emergence of a new arc of Muslim-majority states seeking
greater participation in Asia's security architecture.

For Asean, and Malaysia in particular, this represents a unique opportunity to foster cross-regional
cooperation that connects the Middle East, South Asia, and East Asia through shared frameworks of peace,
development, and dialogue.

The Malaysia—Pakistan partnership thus stands as more than a defence accord — it is a statement of intent
to form a "Crescent Bridge" across the Indian Ocean.

From Gwadar to Port Klang, from the Arabian Sea to the South China Sea, both nations can collaborate on
disaster relief operations, counter-piracy initiatives, maritime environmental protection, and sustainable
defence industrial cooperation.

In doing so, they also contribute to the broader vision of an Asean-GCC-South Asia dialogue corridor, a
concept increasingly resonant as Malaysia chairs Asean in 2025 under Prime Minister Datuk Seri Anwar
Ibrahim.

If the 20th century was defined by hard power, the 21st will be shaped by intellectual partnerships and moral
vision. Malaysia and Pakistan — united by Islam, informed by history, and guided by strategic necessity —
now have the chance to demonstrate how defence collaboration can also mean defending peace, pluralism,
and shared prosperity.

In nurturing educational exchanges, both nations are investing not only in mutual security but also in the
future of the Ummah's intellectual sovereignty — a goal that transcends borders and inspires future
generations.
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*Phar Kim Beng is Professor of Asean Studies and Director, Institute of International and Asean Studies
(IINTAS), International Islamic University Malaysia while Luthfy Hamzah is Research Fellow, Institute of
International and Asean Studies (IINTAS)

*The views expressed in this article are the author's own and do not necessarily reflect those of the New
Straits Times

NEWS NEAR YOU

_
24, 2026 @ 11:30am ‘ Apr 30, 2026 @ 6:59pm
[

'Twasn't raped': Court frees man
\ after charge withdrawn

chitc;ture graduate turns TV
Jair < .n to support family of
: [WATCH]

magid

ZESTRADAR
Watch This Unusual Soldier Dance That
Still Surprises

Keywords: Malaysia, Partnership, Letter, Online, Nst, Forging, Strategic, Crescent Bridge: Pakistan, Expanding

RELATED ARTICLES

SRl ACIFIC

Regional Mar 10, 2026 Columnists Feb 15, 2026

Strategic partnerships to boost kenaf industry in Deepened India-Malaysia partnership Offers
Sabah, Sarawak — Noraini Asean a template for strategic autonomy

Nation Feb 5, 2026 Corporate Dec 30, 2025

Modi to visit Malaysia on Feb 7 for strategic talks UMPSA Holdings forms partnerships to expand
global presence

Tis China-born woman speaks Mandarin and runs a halal Chinese restaurant

CNA | SPONSORED

I got lucky. Not everyone does’: The ups and downs of having children in one's teens

CNA | SPONSORED

Tak Ada Sebab Untuk Tangguh

MyInvois e-POS ni adalah platform digital yang dircka khas untuk mudahkan urusan perniagaan korang, Tak kisahlah korang buka
kedai runcit, restoran, kafe hipster, atau butik pakaian, sistem ni memang sesuai sangat untuk korang gunakan.

OHBULAN | SPONSORED

The item you just viewed is now on sale!
GOODBUY for 22% OFF all brands. Trusted reviews, global quality.
THERB | SPONSORED


https://www.nst.com.my/nearbynews
https://www.nst.com.my/nearbynews
https://www.nst.com.my/nearbynews
https://www.nst.com.my/search?keywords=Malaysia
https://www.nst.com.my/search?keywords=Partnership
https://www.nst.com.my/search?keywords=letter
https://www.nst.com.my/search?keywords=Online
https://www.nst.com.my/search?keywords=NST
https://www.nst.com.my/search?keywords=forging
https://www.nst.com.my/search?keywords=Strategic
https://www.nst.com.my/search?keywords=Crescent%20Bridge:%20Pakistan
https://www.nst.com.my/search?keywords=expanding
https://www.nst.com.my/news/regional/2026/03/1394238/strategic-partnerships-boost-kenaf-industry-sabah-sarawak-%E2%80%94-noraini
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2026/02/1378212/deepened-india-malaysia-partnership-offers-asean-template
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2026/02/1371529/modi-visit-malaysia-feb-7-strategic-talks
https://www.nst.com.my/business/corporate/2025/12/1347191/umpsa-holdings-forms-partnerships-expand-global-presence
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2026/04/1424962/architecture-graduate-turns-tv-repairman-support-family-six-watch
https://www.nst.com.my/news/regional/2026/04/1429838/i-wasnt-raped-court-frees-man-after-charge-withdrawn
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2026/05/1433006/loke-denies-slander-claims-police-report-lodged-over-false-allegations
https://widgets.mgid.com/?utm_source=www.nst.com.my&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=widgets&utm_content=1500754
https://www.mgid.com/services/privacy-policy
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/26734976/i/57832493/0/pp/1/1?h=ZhAnwHpH8H1Bti94xcSgs8FK1pHN5bvyHcsja9-Ss_h35yoQ345RRNQxXUwlJyOx15PxxWixpD3O2lqgCaoQJXMT7uvq3U-ESUDyR4GsQKehQdXkBxZ6ZIKFpToA1sj1&rid=4f34f338-49fb-11f1-afd2-d404e6c03750&tt=Direct&att=3&cpm=1&abd=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=480&mp4=1&h2=OeUDNn9bYAsBpGMgt67wRcCDE71aluB3Zj4hmkW4pXm0S7QsOb4TyE5H_wq1CwLYuYzozPwtJF45X7ivZjhWpA**&muid=n6up3USK6bNj
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/26734976/i/57832493/0/pp/1/1?h=ZhAnwHpH8H1Bti94xcSgs8FK1pHN5bvyHcsja9-Ss_h35yoQ345RRNQxXUwlJyOx15PxxWixpD3O2lqgCaoQJXMT7uvq3U-ESUDyR4GsQKehQdXkBxZ6ZIKFpToA1sj1&rid=4f34f338-49fb-11f1-afd2-d404e6c03750&tt=Direct&att=3&cpm=1&abd=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=480&mp4=1&h2=OeUDNn9bYAsBpGMgt67wRcCDE71aluB3Zj4hmkW4pXm0S7QsOb4TyE5H_wq1CwLYuYzozPwtJF45X7ivZjhWpA**&muid=n6up3USK6bNj
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/26734976/i/57832493/0/pp/1/1?h=ZhAnwHpH8H1Bti94xcSgs8FK1pHN5bvyHcsja9-Ss_h35yoQ345RRNQxXUwlJyOx15PxxWixpD3O2lqgCaoQJXMT7uvq3U-ESUDyR4GsQKehQdXkBxZ6ZIKFpToA1sj1&rid=4f34f338-49fb-11f1-afd2-d404e6c03750&tt=Direct&att=3&cpm=1&abd=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=480&mp4=1&h2=OeUDNn9bYAsBpGMgt67wRcCDE71aluB3Zj4hmkW4pXm0S7QsOb4TyE5H_wq1CwLYuYzozPwtJF45X7ivZjhWpA**&muid=n6up3USK6bNj
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/26734976/i/57832493/0/pp/1/1?h=ZhAnwHpH8H1Bti94xcSgs8FK1pHN5bvyHcsja9-Ss_h35yoQ345RRNQxXUwlJyOx15PxxWixpD3O2lqgCaoQJXMT7uvq3U-ESUDyR4GsQKehQdXkBxZ6ZIKFpToA1sj1&rid=4f34f338-49fb-11f1-afd2-d404e6c03750&tt=Direct&att=3&cpm=1&abd=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=480&mp4=1&h2=OeUDNn9bYAsBpGMgt67wRcCDE71aluB3Zj4hmkW4pXm0S7QsOb4TyE5H_wq1CwLYuYzozPwtJF45X7ivZjhWpA**&muid=n6up3USK6bNj
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/26734976/i/57832493/0/pp/1/1?h=ZhAnwHpH8H1Bti94xcSgs8FK1pHN5bvyHcsja9-Ss_h35yoQ345RRNQxXUwlJyOx15PxxWixpD3O2lqgCaoQJXMT7uvq3U-ESUDyR4GsQKehQdXkBxZ6ZIKFpToA1sj1&rid=4f34f338-49fb-11f1-afd2-d404e6c03750&tt=Direct&att=3&cpm=1&abd=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=480&mp4=1&h2=OeUDNn9bYAsBpGMgt67wRcCDE71aluB3Zj4hmkW4pXm0S7QsOb4TyE5H_wq1CwLYuYzozPwtJF45X7ivZjhWpA**&muid=n6up3USK6bNj
https://clck.mgid.com/ghits/26734976/i/57832493/0/pp/1/1?h=ZhAnwHpH8H1Bti94xcSgs8FK1pHN5bvyHcsja9-Ss_h35yoQ345RRNQxXUwlJyOx15PxxWixpD3O2lqgCaoQJXMT7uvq3U-ESUDyR4GsQKehQdXkBxZ6ZIKFpToA1sj1&rid=4f34f338-49fb-11f1-afd2-d404e6c03750&tt=Direct&att=3&cpm=1&abd=1&iv=17&ct=1&gdprApplies=0&st=480&mp4=1&h2=OeUDNn9bYAsBpGMgt67wRcCDE71aluB3Zj4hmkW4pXm0S7QsOb4TyE5H_wq1CwLYuYzozPwtJF45X7ivZjhWpA**&muid=n6up3USK6bNj
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/today/up-close/kids-crave-food-china-muslim-woman-halal-restaurant-singapore-6030626?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/today/up-close/kids-crave-food-china-muslim-woman-halal-restaurant-singapore-6030626?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/today/up-close/kids-crave-food-china-muslim-woman-halal-restaurant-singapore-6030626?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/today/up-close/kids-crave-food-china-muslim-woman-halal-restaurant-singapore-6030626?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/today/up-close/kids-crave-food-china-muslim-woman-halal-restaurant-singapore-6030626?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/today/up-close/kids-crave-food-china-muslim-woman-halal-restaurant-singapore-6030626?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/today/up-close/kids-crave-food-china-muslim-woman-halal-restaurant-singapore-6030626?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/today/ground-up/singapore-teen-mothers-young-parent-reality-challenges-6030561?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/today/ground-up/singapore-teen-mothers-young-parent-reality-challenges-6030561?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/today/ground-up/singapore-teen-mothers-young-parent-reality-challenges-6030561?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/today/ground-up/singapore-teen-mothers-young-parent-reality-challenges-6030561?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/today/ground-up/singapore-teen-mothers-young-parent-reality-challenges-6030561?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/today/ground-up/singapore-teen-mothers-young-parent-reality-challenges-6030561?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/today/ground-up/singapore-teen-mothers-young-parent-reality-challenges-6030561?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://ohbulan.com/pmks-dah-boleh-tarik-nafas-lega-ini-platform-e-pos-percuma-dari-hasil?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://ohbulan.com/pmks-dah-boleh-tarik-nafas-lega-ini-platform-e-pos-percuma-dari-hasil?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://ohbulan.com/pmks-dah-boleh-tarik-nafas-lega-ini-platform-e-pos-percuma-dari-hasil?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://ohbulan.com/pmks-dah-boleh-tarik-nafas-lega-ini-platform-e-pos-percuma-dari-hasil?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://ohbulan.com/pmks-dah-boleh-tarik-nafas-lega-ini-platform-e-pos-percuma-dari-hasil?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://ohbulan.com/pmks-dah-boleh-tarik-nafas-lega-ini-platform-e-pos-percuma-dari-hasil?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://ohbulan.com/pmks-dah-boleh-tarik-nafas-lega-ini-platform-e-pos-percuma-dari-hasil?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://ohbulan.com/pmks-dah-boleh-tarik-nafas-lega-ini-platform-e-pos-percuma-dari-hasil?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://ohbulan.com/pmks-dah-boleh-tarik-nafas-lega-ini-platform-e-pos-percuma-dari-hasil?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=revmediagroup-newstraitstimes&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-4x1:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20New%20|%20Card%201:&tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://sg.iherb.com/?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://sg.iherb.com/?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://sg.iherb.com/?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://sg.iherb.com/?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://sg.iherb.com/?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://sg.iherb.com/?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://sg.iherb.com/?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://sg.iherb.com/?tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=revmediagroup-newstraitstimes&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-4x1:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20New%20|%20Card%201:&tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=revmediagroup-newstraitstimes&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-4x1:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20New%20|%20Card%201:&tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=revmediagroup-newstraitstimes&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbnails-4x1:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20New%20|%20Card%201:&tblci=GiDR7G113byMN6dC0uS_a_2lkthusrQ87_ukIXLugadLwiDywz0otYjI8fyopLj4ATDwiV8

