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ABSTRACT

The hadith, “The earnings of a cupper are khabith (impure),” has long been regarded as a
problematic narration due to both its semantic ambiguity and its apparent contradiction
with other authentic hadiths. This study aims to analyse these issues and propose systematic
resolutions through a critical hadith-based approach. Two principal problems are
identified: the ambiguity of the term khabith and the hadith’s seeming conflict with reports
indicating the permissibility of a cupper’s earnings. The study addresses the first issue by
examining the linguistic and juristic meanings of khabith, demonstrating that it may denote
what is prohibited (haram), disliked (makrith), or lowly (dani’). It argues that, in this
context, the intended meaning is “lowly” rather than strictly prohibited. As for the second
issue, the study explores various methods of reconciliation, including the possibility of
abrogation, as well as interpreting the prohibition as indicating reprehensibility rather than
unlawfulness, particularly in light of authentic reports confirming that the Prophet %
compensated cuppers for their services. The study concludes that a cupper’s earnings are
not prohibited but are best understood as mildly disliked (makrith tanzihi), a ruling that is
lifted in cases of necessity. This interpretation harmonises the relevant texts without
disregarding any of them.

Keywords: Cupping earnings, impure, ambiguity, contradiction, problematic issues.
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