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Regulating Desires for Wealth and Power through Qur’anic Exegesis: A
Tarbiyah-Based Study of Shaykh Nawawi al-Jawi’s Approach
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ABSTRACT

This study aims to examine the desires for wealth and power and the causes behind
succumbing to them in light of the exegesis of Sheikh Nawawi al-Jawi, alongside an
analysis of his educational vision for controlling these desires. Accordingly, the research
problem stems from the need for a deeper understanding of the roots of excessive
attachment to wealth and power and its effects on individual and societal behavior,
especially amid the materialistic challenges and power struggles of the contemporary era.
The scientific significance lies in enriching Qur’anic interpretative studies with
contemporary educational approaches derived from heritage, while the practical
significance resides in providing Qur’anic and educational standards to address deviations
related to the love of wealth and power in the modern context.The study reached two
prominent conclusions: first, that Sheikh Nawawi al-Jawi offered a profound interpretation
linking the Qur’anic indications of desires to the purposes of purification and education;
second, that controlling these desires can only be achieved by establishing piety, self-
monitoring, and awareness of the Hereafter’s outcome. The research recommends the
necessity of re-employing interpretative heritage to address moral deviations related to
desires, given its impact on building individual awareness and protecting society from
materialistic and political seditions. This re-employment is expected to contribute
positively by consolidating the values of asceticism, moderation, and directing resources
and influence to serve the legitimate objectives rather than personal whims.

Keywords: Qur’anic Exegesis, Tarbiyah, Desire Regulation, Wealth and Power, Shaykh
Nawawi al-Jawi.
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26 Ahmad Asad Ibrahim, Radwan Jamal Elatrash, Mohammad Omar Farooq. Hoarding
Versus Circulation of Wealth from The Perspective of Maqasid Al-Shari’ah.

(International Journal of Islamic and Middle Eastern Finance and Management, 2014),
P.12.
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