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PREFACE

The International Institute of Islamic Thought was established as an
educational trust in 1981 to promote research and publications to aid in the
education of the ummah. As part of its IOK agenda, the IIIT has consistently called
for a critical evaluation of existing disciplines and their methodologies - a call for
epistemological reform based on twin sources of knowledge i.e. revelation and the
universe. The aim was to re-mould disciplines taught in universities that would
project the Islamic worldview in those disciplines for the betterment of the ummah
and humanity at large.

The late Ismail Raji al-Farugqi, one of the founders of the IIIT in his IOK-
Principles and Workplan (1982) talked about the need to develop textbooks that
required ‘mastery of both modern knowledge and Islamic heritage’ and based on
a critical evaluation of both - to have creative synthesis. More recently another
co-founder of the III'T- the late AbdulHamid Abu Sulayman (who was 2nd Rector
of the International Islamic University Malaysia from 1988-1998)- initiated the
Textbook/Teaching Materials Project (TMP) that was meant to produce books to
be utilised for courses being taught at the [IUM. This was backed up with generous
research funding from the IIIT.

Since late 2017, the TMP has been introduced not only in the [IUM, but
also in a few other institutions of higher learning. Funds are granted to academics
teaching a specific course/s to produce a course-book that would be used as a main
reference in a particular course/s. Proposals and manuscripts were reviewed and
feedback conveyed to the author. In many ways, these books are still ‘a work in
progress’. They are not meant for commercial purposes and have rather limited
distribution. The aim is to utilise these materials in class, to receive further feedback
from scholars and others and to keep improving these books until they become
standard textbooks to be used in the courses taught.

The book that you have in your hands now is a result of these efforts. The
[T East and SouthEast Asia Office is pleased to contribute to this project to realise
the goals of its founders.

We look forward to constructive input for further improvement.

IIT East and SouthEast Asia Olffice
1IUM Gombak, Kuala Lumpur
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Muslim scholars, scientists, and students of knowledge today are navigating a world thet is increasingly defined by
rapid scientific advancement, technological disruption, and the search for meaning amid complex global
challenges. As they engage in this contfemporary intellectual landscape, there is a growing realization that the
Qur'an beyond its role as a spiritual and legal guide contains profound insights into the natural world, human
cognition, biclogical structures, and cosmological truths. The Qur'an repeatedly invites believers to observe, reflect,
confemplate, and reason to explore the universe as a manifestation of divine signs (ayat) and to deepen their
understanding of creation as a means to strengthen their awareness of the Creator.

It is this foundational epistemological vision that inspired the creation of this book: Scientific Research and
Discoveries Based on the Understanding of Qur‘an and the Universe.

The central aim of this work is to revive and expand the discourse on how Qur’anic revelation can inform and
inspire scientific discovery. Historically, Muslim scholars of the Islamic Golden Age were deeply influenced by the
Qur'an’s worldview. This book begins with a discussion on the nature of scientific research and discovery, drawing
from contemporary definitions and methodologies. One of the book's key contributions is its defailed presentation
of the Qur'anic model of research through the story of Prophet Ibrahim (peace be upon him). This model is revisited
throughout the book as an archetype of Qur'anic inquiry. The Qur'an, in its frequent use of verbs such as
yatafakkaron (they reflect), ya'qilon (they reason), yasma’on (they hear), yubsirin (they see), yafqahon (they
comprehend), and yatadabbarin (they ponder), insists that true belief is deeply tied to empirical and intellectual
engagement with the world.

This book is the product of years of teaching, inquiry, and academic engagement at the International Islamic
University Malaysia (IIlUM), particularly at the Kulliyyah of Information and Communication Technology. We are
deeply indebted to the university’s leadership, the Research Committee, and colleagues who encouraged the
writing of this book and contributed fo its vision through feedback, debate, and collaboration.

May Allah bless this work, accept it as a form of continuous charity (sadaqah jariyah), and make it a means of
drawing closer to His mercy. May peace and blessings be upon our Prophet Muhammad alus 4de & La | the best

of creation, the teacher of truth, and the guide to both spiritual and intellectual enlightenment.
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