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Abstract

Background: Assessing the competencies of health profession educators presents significant
challenges, leading to the suggestion of implementing Entrustable Professional Activities (EPAs) as a
potential solution. EPAs refer to the authority granted to individuals to perform tasks with a
specified level of trust and competence. The concept of EPAs emerged from the complexities of
competency-based medical education. This scoping review highlights the emerging yet
underdeveloped field of EPAs for dental educators. Despite their established utility in medical
education, the concept remains relatively novel for dental educators, with limited literature and
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inconsistent application across studies. Objective: This paper presents a scoping review protocol
aimed at systematically elucidating the extent, range, and nature of the literature on EPAs for dental
educators, as evaluated in the included resources. This review seeks to answer the following research
question: what are the key functional elements of EPAs for dental educators as described in the
existing literature? Methods: This scoping review will be conducted in accordance with the
framework outlined by Arksey and O’Malley, enhanced by the Joanna Briggs Institute (JBI)
guidelines. The literature search will use a 3-step strategy across 5 electronic databases (PubMed,
Google Scholar, Scopus, Cochrane Library, and ProQuest), along with additional screening of gray
literature. Primary data from relevant studies published from the introduction of EPAs in 2005
through 2024 will be analyzed. This review will include peer-reviewed literature focused on EPAs,
specifically those involving dental educators in undergraduate, postgraduate, or continuing
education contexts. Studies of any design (qualitative, quantitative, or mixed methods), as well as
conceptual papers and reviews, will be considered. Only English-language studies will be included.
The literature search process will involve a librarian, while study selection and evidence charting will
be conducted by 4 independent reviewers. These reviewers will independently screen titles,
abstracts, and full texts against the inclusion criteria. Data will be charted using a standardized
extraction form and analyzed thematically. Results: Findings will be presented in both tabular and
narrative formats, highlighting the range, characteristics, and key components of EPAs relevant to
dental educators. In addition, these findings will be mapped to the competencies of dental educators.
This review is estimated to be completed within 6 months and aims to identify gaps for future
research, ultimately supporting the advancement of competency-based dental education. The results
of this review will serve as a foundation for a larger study focused on developing a framework of
EPAs specifically tailored for dental educators. ©Noraini Abu Bakar, Nurhanis Syazni Roslan,

Muhammad Ainul Haq, Yasmin Mustafa Byrnes, Muhamad Saiful Bahri Yusoff.

Author keywords

assessment; competency-based education; dental educators; entrusted professional activities;

faculty development; framework; functional elements

Funding details

Details about financial support for research, including funding sources and grant numbers as

provided in academic publications.

Funding sponsor Funding number Acronym

International Islamic University Malaysia IITUM

See opportunities by IIUM A

https://lwww.scopus.com/pages/publications/105010424739%origin=resultslist 2/4


https://www.fundinginstitutional.com/funders/501100007297

10/6/26, 11:57 AM Scopus - Document Details

Funding sponsor Funding number Acronym

Universiti Sains Malaysia UsM
See opportunities by USM A

Funding text
This publication is partially supported by the International Islamic University Malaysia and
Universiti Sains Malaysia. This research received no specific grant from any funding agency in the

public, commercial, or not-for-profit sectors.

Corresponding authors

Corresponding N.A. Bakar
author

Affiliation Department of Orthodontics, Kulliyyah of Dentistry, International Islamic

University Malaysia, 25200 Indera Mahkota Kuantan, Pahang, 25200,

Malaysia

Email address nor_aini@iium.edu.my

© Copyright 2025 Elsevier B.V,, All rights reserved.

Abstract
Author keywords
Funding details

Corresponding authors

About Scopus

What is Scopus
Content coverage
Scopus blog

Scopus API

https://lwww.scopus.com/pages/publications/105010424739%origin=resultslist 3/4


https://www.fundinginstitutional.com/funders/501100004595
https://www.elsevier.com/products/scopus?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://www.elsevier.com/products/scopus/content?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://blog.scopus.com/
https://dev.elsevier.com/

10/6/26, 11:57 AM Scopus - Document Details

Privacy matters
Language

HAZERERTT S
BEBIRFIRA
BRZERPURAE

MpoCMOTP BEPCUMN HA PYCCKOM S3bIKe

Customer Service

Help
Tutorials

Contact us

ELSEVIER

Terms and conditions 7 Privacy policy 7 Cookies settings

All content on this site: Copyright (© 2026 Elsevier B.V. 7, its licensors, and
contributors. All rights are reserved, including those for text and data mining,
Al training, and similar technologies. For all open access content, the relevant

licensing terms apply.

& RELX™

https://lwww.scopus.com/pages/publications/105010424739%origin=resultslist 4/4


https://www.elsevier.com/?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://www.elsevier.com/legal/elsevier-website-terms-and-conditions?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://www.elsevier.com/legal/privacy-policy?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://www.elsevier.com/?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://www.elsevier.com/?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://www.elsevier.com/?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
http://www.relx.com/
https://www.elsevier.com/legal/privacy-policy?dgcid=RN_AGCM_Sourced_300005030
https://www.scopus.com/standard/contactUs.uri?pageOrigin=footer
https://service.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/14799/supporthub/scopus/
https://service.elsevier.com/app/overview/scopus/

