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Abstract

The relationship between the Middle East and the Southeast Asian region had begun since time
immemorial when sailors from the Malay Archipelago and those from the Arabian Gulf started
to get involved in maritime trade dealing with lucrative products from the Southeast Asian
region such as spices, metals, and aromatics. Thus, this study aims at highlighting the maritime
trade relations between Oman and Malaysia in the field of maritime trade and navigation to
know and convey the historical and realistic experience and the prominent role of maritime



relations between Malaysia and Oman to demonstrate its effective contribution to world trade
and maritime activities. To do so, the researchers attempt to uncover historical sources that have
mentioned Malay regions in the stories of various journeys written by prominent Arab
historians and travelers. We have employed the historical approach based on descriptive
analysis by describing the events and maritime trade relationship between Malaysia and Oman,
and analyzing enclosed documents, photographs and historical sources. This study has found
that in history the Omanis and the Malays respectively controlled important chokepoints,
specifically along the Strait of Ormuz and the Strait of Malacca. Their vital and active roles in
international trade and maritime activities remain extant up until the 18th century CE. Indeed,
their trade and cultural legacies could still be traced up to the present time. However, steps that
are more active should be taken in promoting the study of historical and archaeological
resources to further discover the extent of the connection.

Keywords: Navigation, Maritime trade, Oman, Malay Archipelago, Ancient Kedah
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