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Covid-19 shows that humanity has
failed to prepare for catastrophes

e By Dzulkifli Abdul Razak - December 6, 2021 @ 12:09am
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AS the latest Covid-19 variant, Omicron, hits a world shaken by the
pandemic, the word "doom" comes to mind.
It is not just the feeling that we have been cornered yet again by another
variant of concern with little to go by.
| VACCI

It is also about a book by the same title, Doom: The politics of catastrophe, e

recently released by prolific historian Niall Ferguson.

According to Ferguson, who also penned Civilization: The West and the
Rest: "All disasters are, at some level, man-made political disasters, even
if they originate with new pathogens."
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This is indeed a useful and timely reminder to all.

Error expert and psychologist James Reason elaborated on two types of
errors that are related to human-made disasters: active and latent types.

The former points to the "sharp" end perpetrated by people who are in
direct contact with human system interface.

Frontliners, for example.

They are said to either be skill-based, rule-based, or knowledge-based
workers who are closest to the victims.

The latter, at the "blunt" end of the system, are less apparent.

They include the "delayed consequences of technical and organisational
actions and decisions, such as reallocating resources, changing the
scope of a position, or adjusting staffing".

In the case of the pandemic, it could be described as "active" in the early
part, but increasingly gravitating to "latent" in its later stage, with the
emergence of

Omicron being the latest example.

In other words, it suggests that several governments have not been
effective in approaching disasters within this broader framework, making
it clear that democratic institutions by themselves are far from a sufficient
safeguard against disasters.

In particular, "those that are not normally distributed, but follow power-law
distributions — regardless of whether we insist on classifying them as
natural or man-made".

As recently as last year, the responses of many developed countries,
including the United States and European Union, to a novel "Wuhan" virus
from China were poorly managed, despite the experiences from the
outbreaks of SARS and MERS not too long ago.

The worst losers are populist governments, which result in the deaths of
million of lives to Covid-19.

This is not taking into account the potential conflict between
superpowers with the tendency to bring more disasters to
the world.

One source is the controversy about the origin of the pandemic, which has
still not been fully explained and is stymieing efforts to better prepare for
future challenges, including new variants.

Then there are issues involving vaccine development, distribution and use
that can further distort the two types of errors cited above with a calamity
of unexpected proportions.

Ferguson's explanation of the occurrences of disasters highlighted why
bureaucratic and complex systems are making things worse despite
experience with handling similar situations in the past.

He argued that there may be more profound "pathologies" at work.
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Simply put, it is worth recalling: "Most disasters occur when a complex
system goes critical, usually as a result of some small perturbation.”

It is said that the point of "failures" — if it can be located — is more likely
to be in the middle rather than at the top of the organisation chart.

Therefore, governments must become less bureaucratic if we are to avoid
the impending doom of irreversible decline.

After all, pandemics are notoriously difficult to call, because so many
variables exist across and within nations.

The book reminds us that this is not the first time that humans have had
to deal with catastrophic events.

Each time, allegedly, throughout the ages, humanity has failed to prepare
for catastrophes, whether natural or human-made.

This time seem to be no different!

The writer, an NST columnist for more than 20 years, is International
Islamic University Malaysia rector

| RELATED VIDEOS

jl RELATED ARTICLES

NATION Dec 30,2021 @ 11:24am LETTERS Dec 25,2021 @ 12:00am
36 Covid-19 deaths on Wednesday Everyone's role to fend off Covid-
19



https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2021/12/758941/36-covid-19-deaths-wednesday
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters/2021/12/757668/everyones-role-fend-covid-19
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2022/01/759633/china-reports-191-new-covid-19-cases-jan-1
https://www.nst.com.my/world/region/2021/12/752008/parents-protest-forceful-covid-19-vaccination-children
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2022/01/760444/dr-mahathir-answers-criticism-being-ultra-malay
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2022/01/760713/france-reports-record-332252-covid-cases-246-deaths
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2022/01/760649/raja-bomoh-returns-puteri-zaleha
https://www.facebook.com/nstonline/
https://twitter.com/NST_Online
https://www.instagram.com/nstonline/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsWp7U58TZM8uOYtRrAqWhg

WORLD NATION ¢
WORLD Jan 2,2022 @ 10:04am REGION Dec 7,2021 @ 10:217am
China reports 191 new Covid-19 Parents protest forceful Covid-19
cases for Jan 1 vaccination for children
Recommended by
Trump cancels Jan 6 press ‘We’re Over Minimalism, New Senior Apartments
conference, Biden to Says Designer Behind Near Kuala Lumpur (Take A
address divided nation | Ne... London’s Old War Office... Look At The Prices)
New Straits Times Sponsored | Mansion Global Sponsored | Senior Living | Spon...
A\
How Much Does it Cost to #Showbiz: David Four daily essentials to see
Renovate a Bathroom in Arumugam'’s wife dies of drop in prices from
Kuala Lumpur? Prices in... cancer | New Straits Times tomorrow | New Straits...
Sponsored | Bathroom Remodeli.. New Straits Times New Straits Times
~NEW I
STRAITS T'IMES
|- i S | o b
& App Store
[ Eﬁaﬁaall.l?r:ry
NEWS BUSINESS LIFE & TIMES SPORTS WORLD OPINION
Crime & Courts Business Times Sunday Vibes Football World Columnists
Exclusive Property Bots Badminton Region Letters
Govt / Public Policy Cars Bikes Trucks Heal Tennis Leader
Nation Flair Cycling RADIO
Politics Jom! Golf Hot EM
Groove MMA Buletin FM
MotorSport Fly FM
Cricket 8FM

Others

GALLERY
Photos
Infographics

NSTTV
EDUCATION
VOUCHER


http://digital.nstp.com.my/nst/includes/shop/list_products.jsp?testata=nstnews&id=nstnews&utm_source=subscription&utm_medium=klik&utm_term=hm&utm_campaign=nstnews
https://www.nst.com.my/disclaimer
https://www.nst.com.my/privacy
https://www.nst.com.my/contact
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2022/01/759633/china-reports-191-new-covid-19-cases-jan-1
https://www.nst.com.my/world/region/2021/12/752008/parents-protest-forceful-covid-19-vaccination-children
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2022/01/760357/trump-cancels-jan-6-press-conference-biden-address-divided-nation?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.mansionglobal.com/articles/were-over-minimalism-says-designer-behind-londons-old-war-office-conversion-01640001615?reflink=outbrain_editorial-kpio_$section_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://findseniorliving.co/?t3=007121853935c14e22e9bec1df3989450b&u2=$ob_click_id$&atxt=New+Senior+Apartments+Near+%24%7Bcity%7D%24+%28Take+A+Look+At+The+Prices%29&sqs=Affordable%2520Senior%2520Housing%2520for%2520Rent%252COne%2520Bedroom%2520Apartment%2520Specials%252CSenior%2520Apartments%2520Rent%252CSenior%2520Living%2520Homes%2520for%2520Rent%252CSenior%2520Living%2520Retirement%2520Community%252CSenior%2520LIving%2520Facilities%2520Near%2520%257Bcity%257D%2520with%2520Luxury%2520Amenities%252CTop%2520Senior%2520Living%2520Communities%2520near%2520%257Bcity%257D%252CIndependent%2520and%2520Assisted%2520Living%2520Facilities%2520in%2520%257Bcity%257D%252CSenior%2520Living%2520Facilities%2520Nearby%252CLuxury%2520Assisted%2520Living%2520in%2520%257Bcity%257D&t1=$publisher_name$__$section_name$&obOrigUrl=true
https://965357.llsdzktnxwnnr.com/?subid1=$section_name$&adtitle=How+Much+Does+it+Cost+to+Renovate+a+Bathroom+in+%24%7Bcity%7D%24%3F+Prices+in+20&subid3=$section_id$&site=$publisher_name$_$section_name$&network=outbrain&OutbrainClickId=$ob_click_id$&subid4=ar-my-d-bath2en-59976-20311-ob-wd&kw1=Shower+Remodel+Cost&kw2=Small+Bathroom+Remodel&kw3=Bathtub+Cost&kw4=Average+Bathroom+Remodel+Cost&kw5=Bathroom+Renovation+Ideas&kw6=Bathroom+Renovation+Malaysia&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/groove/2021/12/757456/showbiz-david-arumugams-wife-dies-cancer?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2021/12/759239/four-daily-essentials-see-drop-prices-tomorrow?obOrigUrl=true
https://apps.apple.com/my/app/new-straits-times/id1033411389
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.nstp.nst
https://appgallery5.huawei.com/#/app/C101980395
https://apps.apple.com/my/app/new-straits-times-epaper/id527144475
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=team.vc.nstnews
https://www.nst.com.my/news
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts
https://www.nst.com.my/news/exclusive
https://www.nst.com.my/news/government-public-policy
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics
https://www.nst.com.my/business/home
https://www.nst.com.my/business
https://www.nst.com.my/property
https://www.nst.com.my/cbt
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/sunday-vibes
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/bots
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/heal
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/flair
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/jom
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/groove
https://www.nst.com.my/sports
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/football
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/badminton
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/tennis
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/cycling
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/golf
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/mma
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/motor-sports
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/cricket
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/others
https://www.nst.com.my/world
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world
https://www.nst.com.my/world/region
https://www.nst.com.my/hotfm
https://www.nst.com.my/buletinfm
https://www.nst.com.my/flyfm
https://www.nst.com.my/8fm
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/leaders
https://www.nst.com.my/photos
https://www.nst.com.my/photos
https://www.nst.com.my/infographics
https://www.nst.com.my/videos
https://www.nst.com.my/education
http://vouchers.nst.com.my/
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2022/01/760444/dr-mahathir-answers-criticism-being-ultra-malay
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2022/01/760713/france-reports-record-332252-covid-cases-246-deaths
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2022/01/760649/raja-bomoh-returns-puteri-zaleha
https://www.facebook.com/nstonline/
https://twitter.com/NST_Online
https://www.instagram.com/nstonline/?hl=en
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsWp7U58TZM8uOYtRrAqWhg

