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Abstract

Meliponiculture or keeping stingless bee in Malaysia is expanding and has the potential to generate
money for the the bottom 40% of income earners (B40). The increased production of stingless bee
honey as a complementary medicine as a therapeutic medium for health for a variety of reasons.

Thus, this study aimed to explore the experiences and perceptions on the therapeutic effects of
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stingless bee honey and its potential value in generating economy among the B40 community. Semi-
structured interviews were carried out among the B4o community who participated in the Desa
Kelulut project of Kampung Bukit Kuin, Kuantan. The data were analysed using thematic analysis. A
total of six respondents interviewed in the study out of 20 participants. Four themes emerged,
namely, benefit of stingless bee honey; market supply and economy; sustaining the farm; and
facilitate income. The participants valued the beneficial properties of the honey toward health and
acknowledged the potential of the stingless bee honey to be marketed in Malaysia as well as
generating income for the B40 community of Kampung Bukit Kuin, Kuantan. © Published under
licence by IOP Publishing Ltd.
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Funding text

The various products that can be generated from meliponiculture, which ranging from the honey
until agritourism, has made this industry as a potential economic empowerment programme to
achieve the aims of SDG in ending the poverty and hunger in Malaysia. Funding and technical
supports by government and other agencies would be helpful in ensuring the programme to
progressively expanding. The funding grant, like Hasanah Special Grant 2021, and good strategy
in mobilizing the fund, like Desa Kelulut project, would further ensuring the monetary benefits
can be channeled effectively to the beneficiaries. Based on the feedback from the Desa Kelulut
participants in this study, this project is highly recommended and very feasible to be expanded to

other B40 communities.
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