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ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY BETWEEN THE SHARI‘AH AND INTERNATIONAL
CONVENTIONS

DR HALIMAH BOUHERAOUA

ASSIST. PROF., ISLAMIC LAW DEPARTMENT, AHMAD IBRAHIM KULLIYYAH OF
LAWS, INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC UNIVERSITY MALAYSIA

This paper undertakes a comparative study of environmental security by clarifying the
concept and by highlighting the legislation enacted for that purpose and its effects, and it
attempts to determine the relationship between the Shari‘ah and international conventions that
have tackled issues of environmental security. This has become the issue of the hour due to
the many environmental threats that have arisen from global warming, climate change and air
pollution, which affect huge parts of the world. The paper proposes that the Shari‘ah contains
a multitude of texts and principles that can be used to provide rules and principles relevant to
tackling this subject. The Shari‘ah’s treatment of the issue of environmental security is not
restricted to piecemeal texts that deal with one or another aspect of the problem; rather, its
basic principles and higher objectives provide a broad perspective for the overall issue.
Moreover, the Shari‘ah does not restrict its view of environmental security to a religious
perspective; rather it merges the religious dimension with the human dimension
simultaneously, which provides ample room for concerted cooperative efforts with
humanitarian organizations and international bodies to tackle this dilemma which affects the
entire world. This cooperation provides common ground for harmonization of Islamic law and

international conventions.



