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Universal vaccination the only way to end pandemic
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Vaccine scarcity: A sign displayed at a hospital in New Delhi early this month shows the need for concerted efforts in vaccine production globally. – AFP

COVID-19 is a global problem that requires a concerted effort to end. And experts have pointed out that this will not be possible unless people in

every country are vaccinated.

As stated by World Health Organisation (WHO) director-general Dr Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus, “Vaccines will help us end the Covid-19

pandemic but only if we ensure fair access for all countries, and build strong systems to deliver them.”
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On Wednesday, UN secretary-general Antonio Guterres waded in, saying it is “in the interest of everybody that everybody is vaccinated

everywhere.”

This means that people in every country, whether developed, developing, or least developed, should be vaccinated. Sadly, this is yet to happen.

Guterres also pointed out that “it is totally unacceptable to live in the world, in which developed countries can vaccinate most of their population

while many developing countries have no access to one single dose.”

Vaccinating people in every country in times of vaccine scarcity is difficult but certainly not impossible. It requires concerted multinational efforts to

double the world’s capacity of production while having a more equitable distribution system.

The time for “business as usual” is over. The relevant institutions must do unusual things, otherwise the dangers of coronavirus mutation and the

new variants may spread like wildfire in different parts of the developing world.

The fact that many countries are facing vaccine shortages, and a worsening of the second wave of infections, especially in India, suggest that further

efforts are needed to produce adequate, safe and affordable vaccines.

We need to immunise everyone everywhere in order to eradicate the virus from all corners of the world. This is necessary because if any trace is left

of the virus in any part of the world, it could spread again, possibly with new and more deadly variants, just as it did from Wuhan, China.

A recent study by the World Trade Organisation (WTO) shows that it is “only by working together, across borders, that we’ll be able to solve the

problems (of vaccine scarcity and equitable access).”

To ramp up production of Covid-19 vaccines, WTO member States should remove trade-related obstacles to allow sharing of technology and know-

how with developing and least developed countries. By doing so, pharmaceutical companies in these countries can participate in vaccine production.

WTO member countries can do this by invoking a waiver of certain intellectual property rights, including “copyright, industrial designs, patents and

undisclosed information under the Agreement on Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS).”

This is possible if WTO member countries, particularly the wealthy ones, have the necessary political will.

It is crucial that medical technology necessary for the production of Covid-19 vaccines is within the reach of every country so that no nation is left at

the back of the line waiting for vaccines. As the saying goes, “no one is safe unless everyone is safe.”
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This is the only way to end the pandemic, revive economies, enable travelling, rejuvenate the tourism and hospitality industry, and make life as joyful

as it was in the pre-Covid-19 era, or even better.

MOHAMMAD NAQIB EISHAN JAN

Law professor

International Islamic University Malaysia

Join our Telegram channel to get our Evening Alerts and breaking news highlights

TAGS / KEYWORDS:

Covid-1; Vaccines; Trade-Related Obstacles

How useful is this article to you?



23% of our readers find this article useful

Found a mistake in this article?
Report it to us.



Others Also Read

Privacy  - Terms

Home For You Bookmark Audio Search

https://t.me/thestar_official
https://www.thestar.com.my/search?q=Covid-1;%20vaccines;%20trade-related%20obstacles
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/
https://www.thestar.com.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/foryou
https://www.thestar.com.my/saved-articles


11/5/21, 10:06 AM Universal vaccination the only way to end pandemic | The Star

https://www.thestar.com.my/opinion/letters/2021/05/15/universal-vaccination-the-only-way-to-end-pandemic?fbclid=IwAR1atGPm-G_KU-Tm6Bnw3_O4NHPEQl2Yf-2dRzwnd7CHyHO1GqjflUkZvHg 5/8

SINGAPORE 17h ago 

Local musician dies after giving birth to
second child

STARPICKS 

HUAWEI nova 9 comes with a flagship-
level 50 MP RYYB ultra vision camera

STARPLUS 4h ago

INTERACTIVE: Why embroidery, cross-
stitch, and knitting are trending in
Malaysia

NATION 10h ago

High numbers on paper only
NATION 10h ago

Nur Sajat urged ‘to return home
willingly’

ENTERTAINMENT 14h ago

Jordan Chan reportedly paid fortune
teller RM532k to change name for better
luck

Privacy  - Terms

Home For You Bookmark Audio Search

https://www.thestar.com.my/tag/singapore
https://www.thestar.com.my/aseanplus/aseanplus-news/2021/11/04/local-musician-dies-after-giving-birth-to-second-child
https://www.thestar.com.my/starpicks
https://www.thestar.com.my/tech/tech-news/2021/11/01/huawei-nova-9-comes-with-a-flagship-level-50-mp-ryyb-ultra-vision-camera?utm_medium=thestar&utm_source=spacrosstsol&utm_campaign=20211101_HuaweiNova9
https://www.thestar.com.my/starplus
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/11/05/interactive-embroidery-cross-stitch-and-knitting-are-trending-and-have-seen-a-popularity-spike-in-malaysia-after-the-pandemic-hit
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/11/05/high-numbers-on-paper-only
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/11/05/nur-sajat-urged-to-return-home-willingly
https://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle/entertainment
https://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle/entertainment/2021/11/04/hk-star-jordan-chan-paid-fortune-teller-rm532000-to-change-his-name-for-better-luck
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/
https://www.thestar.com.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/foryou
https://www.thestar.com.my/saved-articles


11/5/21, 10:06 AM Universal vaccination the only way to end pandemic | The Star

https://www.thestar.com.my/opinion/letters/2021/05/15/universal-vaccination-the-only-way-to-end-pandemic?fbclid=IwAR1atGPm-G_KU-Tm6Bnw3_O4NHPEQl2Yf-2dRzwnd7CHyHO1GqjflUkZvHg 6/8

Subscriptions

The Star Digital Access

SMS Services

Newsstand

Advertising

Our Rate Card

Classifieds

Load More

ENTERTAINMENT 23h ago

Filipino influencer asks Blackpink's
Jennie out via RM123,000 billboard

NATION 14h ago

Over 1,000 Delta variant Covid-19 cases
detected, says Health Ministry

BADMINTON 10h ago

Will they Pei dearly?

NATION 10h ago

Sombre Deepavali for doctor and family
WORLD 21h ago

Australian man charged over girl taken
from outback camp

NATION 22h ago

Cops nab man who allegedly slashed
son's throat over TV channel argument

Privacy  - Terms

Home For You Bookmark Audio Search

https://www.thestar.com.my/subscribe
https://www.thestar.com.my/SMS-Services
https://newsstand.thestar.com.my/
https://bookstore.thestar.com.my/
http://advertising.thestar.com.my/
https://starsearch.thestar.com.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle/entertainment
https://www.thestar.com.my/lifestyle/entertainment/2021/11/04/controversial-filipino-influencer-asks-blackpink039s-jennie-out-via-rm123000-billboard
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/11/04/over-1000-delta-variant-covid-19-cases-detected-says-health-ministry
https://www.thestar.com.my/sport/badminton/
https://www.thestar.com.my/sport/badminton/2021/11/05/will-they-pei-dearly
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/11/05/sombre-deepavali-for-doctor-and-family
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/world/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/world/2021/11/04/australian-man-likely-to-be-charged-over-girl-who-went-missing-from-outback-camp
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/
https://www.thestar.com.my/news/nation/2021/11/04/cops-nab-man-who-allegedly-slashed-son039s-throat-over-tv-channel-argument
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/
https://www.thestar.com.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/foryou
https://www.thestar.com.my/saved-articles


11/5/21, 10:06 AM Universal vaccination the only way to end pandemic | The Star

https://www.thestar.com.my/opinion/letters/2021/05/15/universal-vaccination-the-only-way-to-end-pandemic?fbclid=IwAR1atGPm-G_KU-Tm6Bnw3_O4NHPEQl2Yf-2dRzwnd7CHyHO1GqjflUkZvHg 7/8

Other Publications

Company Info

About Us

Job Opportunities

Investor Relations

Help

Contact Us

FAQs

Policies

Privacy Statement

Terms & Conditions


 
 
 


Subscribe to our FREE newsletter! Enter Your Email Address Here Subscribe

Privacy  - Terms

Home For You Bookmark Audio Search

https://bookstore.thestar.com.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/AboutUs
http://starmediagroup.my/careers/life-with-us/
https://www.starmediagroup.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/ContactUs
https://www.thestar.com.my/FAQs
https://www.thestar.com.my/Privacy
https://www.thestar.com.my/Terms
https://www.youtube.com/user/thestaronline
https://www.instagram.com/thestaronline/?hl=en
http://twitter.com/staronline
http://www.facebook.com/TheStarOnline
https://t.me/thestar_official
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.knx.thestarmobile
https://itunes.apple.com/app/the-star-mobile/id428184176?mt=8
http://cdc.hispace.hicloud.com/000000WJ
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/
https://www.thestar.com.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/foryou
https://www.thestar.com.my/saved-articles


11/5/21, 10:06 AM Universal vaccination the only way to end pandemic | The Star

https://www.thestar.com.my/opinion/letters/2021/05/15/universal-vaccination-the-only-way-to-end-pandemic?fbclid=IwAR1atGPm-G_KU-Tm6Bnw3_O4NHPEQl2Yf-2dRzwnd7CHyHO1GqjflUkZvHg 8/8

Copyright © 1995-
2021 Star Media Group Berhad (10894D)
Best viewed on Chrome browsers.

Privacy  - Terms

Home For You Bookmark Audio Search

https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/privacy/
https://www.google.com/intl/en/policies/terms/
https://www.thestar.com.my/
https://www.thestar.com.my/foryou
https://www.thestar.com.my/saved-articles

