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The Concept of Mushkil and Mustashkal in Hadith Studies and its Criteria
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ABSTRACT: Many overlapping factors contributed to the appearance of problematic and
problematised hadith, as hadiths are related to various aspects of Islam, namely belief, jurisprudence,
legislation, and knowledge. Since the efforts taken by hadith scholars are multifaceted, it has
contributed in turn to the methodological construction of this unique school. However, many issues
such as ambiguity, similarity, and perceptual disparity, have led to the different approaches of
analysing, explaining, and clarifying the problems found in hadiths. This subsequently created many
different schools of thought. This paper is concerned with studying and employing the methodology
of dealing with problematic and problematised hadiths. It suggests several principles and strategies
to tackle and solve the problem, all of which were derived from the established sciences of hadith
criticism.

Keywords & phrases: Mushkil al-hadith; mustashkal al-hadith; hadith studies; hadith terminologies;
defending the sunnah.
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Lo sy B e o 3 82 o (0 OIS 0dgd ol 0 V) 05O Y plsils el slio (3 izl ply 1l okl daly olis o) JG

W aged W padael 08 N e 3 i) @ " e o e ey e el e LU ) JB LG B el Y L sy clath e el 3
Bl G Y S el b e )

¢ ‘Ali ibn Muhammad al-Jurjani, al-Ta%ifat (Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, 1984).

7 Ahmad Mukhtar ‘Abd al-Hamid, Mujam al-Lughab al-Arabiyyab al-Mu ‘Gsarab (‘Alam al-Kutub, 2008),
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Ayyamihi, no. 3245.

2 Muslim, al-Musnad al-Sabib al-Mukhtasar Min al-Sunan Bi Nagql al-‘adl an al-‘Adl Ila Rasul Allab, no.
1109.

2 Musfir ibn Gharm Allah al-Dumayni, Magqayis Nagd Mutin al-Sunnab (Riyadh: Self-published, 1984),
80-92.
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