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A Handbook on Medical Ethics and Law in Malaysia is an essential read for medical students
in particular and serves as a constant guide for medical doctors as well as healthcare
professionals in general. It will also be of interest for law students and lawyers who want to
have a closer look at the relationship between medicine, ethics and law. This handbook
succinctly highlights the primary expectation that all patients have towards their medical
doctors. It helps students grasp the meaning of fiduciary duty and the various ethical
principles and legal principles that relate to it.

The handbook also provides case studies and court decisions that will help students, medical
doctors and all health professionals alike in better understanding the application of these
ethical and legal principles to difficult real-life situations. This handbook is indeed a MUST
HAVE for medical students and doctors as well as anyone interested in the interface between
medicine, ethics and the law.

Zilfalil Alwi is a senior consultant pediatrician and clinical geneticist at the
School of Medical Sciences, Universiti Sains Malaysia (USM), Kota Bharu,
Kelantan. He received his specialist training in Pediatrics | Master of Medicine
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‘ for Global Globin 2020 Challenge (GG2020). He has also served as the
Director of USM Human Genome Center from 2005 to 2009. Zilfalil is the Chief Editor of several
journals including the Malaysian Journal of Pediatrics and Child Health and the Malaysian Journal of
Human Genetics. He is a council member of the College of Pediatrics, Academy of Medicine of
Malaysia and fellow of this academy. He is also the founding president of the Malaysian Society of
Human Genetics.

Majdah Zawawi is an associate professor at the Department of Islamic Law,
Ahmad Ibrahim Kulliyyah of Laws, International Islamic University Malaysia
(ITUM). She obtained her LLLB, LLB(S), MCL and PhD from IITUM. She is a
non-practising advocate and solicitor of the High Court of Malaya who chose
to continue her career in the world of academia. Her doctoral thesis was on
the legal and ethical aspects of assisted reproductive technologies in
Malaysia, where she examined the need to balance between the rights of a
. person to reproduce with the responsibilities that should also come with it.
Since then, she has actively been involved in researching and writing on
various issues relating to biomedical ethics and its relationship with the law,
especially Islamic law.
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