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Foreword of Editor

Deear anthors and esteemad readers,

On behalf of the orzamisins commuttss, it 1= my sreat plezsurs to
welcoms you to tha Sth Infermational Confersncs on Public Policy and
Social Sciance (ICaPS) 2021, Octobear 27-29, 2021, The confarence
15 organised by the Faculty of Administrative Science and Policy
Studies (FEPPF), Universiti Tekmolosi MARA (INTM), Malaysiain
collaboration  with Umrversitas Awlansea Unrversitas  Negen
Yogyakarta Uhiversitzz Subans, Univeraty Sargevo, Japan
Advanced Instifute of Science and Tachnology (JAIST), and Institute Diplomacy and Foraizn
Relations (IDFR]). This conference serves 2z a zood platform for the researchers to share and
explore related research work and mmovations particularly i the field of public policy and
secial science. The conference theme is *Promoting Inclusive Society in the New Normm™. This
conference includes nine sub-themes: 1) public adorinisiratiom and politics, 1) corporate
admimistration, 3) policy studies, 4) mismational relztions and diplomacy, 3) womesn znd
zender studiss, §) education, 7) anthropolosy and sociolozy, B) emironmental studiss, and )
others related fislds. I would liks to taks thiz opportumaty to consratulate the Orgamsing
Comruttes of ICoPS 2021 for their tramsndous efforts m bringing this internationzl event to
new heights. This event was the work of many peeple, so it 1s the success of all of us. Thank
wou also to all suthors and participants for their commbutions.

Thank von

Dir. Nural Hidavana Mohd Noor
Confaranca Char
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in poverty are most likaly to be poor in sarly adnlthood. The study reveals that there iz 2 high
possibility for them to live in poverty if the cyele of poverty is not broken The chances of
bemg poor mereased tremendously as the tima they spant living in poor conditions mcreasas
(Wazmuller. Jr, & Adelman 2009). To mprove the well-being of poor fanmliss, the
sovernment hzs implemented several policies. This includes childeare subsidies, Chuld and
Depandent Care Tax Credit, Minimum Wage, Supplemental Nutmtion Assistancs Program
(SNAP), Temporary Aszistance to Needy Fammulies (TANE), stc.

In Mew Zaaland, child poverty can be attributed to higher unemplovment and an increase
in the mmmbear of sngla parents. This lad to a substantial increase in those recerving social
azsigtance from the government. The broader economic costs znd hisher memployment had
caused sreater deprrvation for children brving m poor houssholds. Accordingly, 48 percent of
poor children m Mew Zsaland ars m famihes with low mcoms (Bostom, 2014). In zoms
countries like India, child daprrvation is quite common &pecia]h for thoss who live n shim
areas. Shmm children suffer sraathy and are less likely to recefve batter water supply, sanitation,
and drainage services compared to children in different areas (Indramil & Tirthankar, 2016).
Sham children suffer from wrban poverty and are more susceptible to malmaintion, disease, and
lack of access to better hezlth sarvices and education vt support 1= limitsd. Other studies show
that mumerities are the vulnersble sroups to expensncs cluld poverty. In Hons Kong, the
highest poverty rates are recorded amomz zll minomty ethmic groups. As 2 result, thess
minorities sroups from Pakistan, and Nepal have a ligher child poverty rate than Chiness
households who constihste most of the Hons Keng pepulation (Cheung & Chou, 2018

In Malaysia, child poverty is not new, but the problem is largaly inderstudied. The news
raportad by UNICEF m 2018 cama a= 3 complete shock to all Malaysians. Accordmsly, wrhan
poverty amons children stood 2t 11 parcent (UNICEF, 2018). The percentase sizmifies the
mtenzity ofthe 1ssue m Malaysia and the policy zap a: chuldren were not clazzified 25 2 saparate
sroup for consideration in poverty alleviastion programs. Howsver, there are conmtimous
mezsires by the sovemment to support children who live m poor households and from
financially sulnerable families. This ean be seen throush several provisions meluding schoel
aids and other welfare assistance schemes by the sovermment In 2015 more than 90,000
students wers included in poor students' trust find, more than 300,000 recerved food azsistance
and more than 1 million snjoved the school milk prosram {(Depariment of Statistic Malayzia
(DOS), 2016). This 15 part of the zovernment's imtiatives to alleviats poverty by providing
suppert for children at school. Despite conearted afforts, policy response n addressms child
poverty in Malaysia remains madequate and scarce.

The hteraturs has demonstrated 2 great deal of vanation m the policy options across
sovernments. Thoush hMalaysia has made framendous progresz m slimmzting poverty, the
problem remains pervasive as not everyons bensfited squally, and many unforhmnate families
and children were shll laft behind. There 15 2 dearth of study in thi= arez and the 15sus 15 under-
priortised. As far as sovemment action 1= concemned, little attention was devoted to addressing
child poverty issues. In this regard the study aims to examine the issue from a pubhe
perspective.

3. METHODOLOGY

The scope of the study 1= explored quantitatively using a survey questionmairs. The fteme
are adopted and adapted from the axtensive literature on child peverty. To appropriately reflect
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the poverty status of children the ressarch instnoments are adapted from faw studies by
Lindquist and Lindguist (2010), Chou (2013}, Maryam Abdu and Delamonica (2018},
Samders, Brown, Bedfood, and Maidoo (2019). The respondents are required to state their
opirtons on the policy achions by the sovernment in addressmz child poverty in Malay=iz, and
multi-dimensional deprivations that make the child poor. Responsss to all guestionnairs rtems
ware scored on 2 five-pomnt Likert type scale ransing from (1) stronzly dizagres to (3) sthonghy
zgres. It consisted of 30 clozad-ended 1tems that represent thrse constructs of the rezsarch
mcliding demographie data. Survey guestiormaires were admimstered through an online
platform To facilitate the data eollaction process, the comvenisnce sampling technique was
ernploved and a link to the online survey was sent out via socizl media. At the time, 165 surveys
were complated and retumed. Quantitative data were amalyzsd usimg SPES IBM 22 and
descriptive statistical analy=is s presented i the form of fraquency and percentage to stamine
public perceptions on chuld poverty i Malaysia.

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
4.1 Demographic Data

Total 169 raspondants participated in the study, with 74.6 % and 23.4 % are femals and
mazle rezpondents respactively. In terms of sducation, many respondentz have pra-dsgres
quahfications {35.6 %), 20.7 % have a degres, 14. % have no formal education, and 9.7 %
continmed their studies up to postzradnate level. On employmeant status, 40.1 % are students,
136 % are working with the private sector, 18 % working wath the public sector, 15 % are
wnemployed, 7.2 % are self- Emp]uxed and 11 % are retirees. In terms of howsehold

, 36.7 % are having 4-7 dependants, 33.7 % are having 0-1 dependants, 253 %
have 2-3 -::epand.eutsan.d43 %4 are having many dependsnts with more than 8. The study has
1dentified tan (10) housshold mcoms categonies and from the findmes, £2.4 % of respondents
eamad lsss than B 3000 thus belons to the B40 sroup with 34. earned less than FAL
2500 on monthly basis. This i= followed by the M40 group with 25.6 % and 11 % belongs to
the T20 group. Out of 169 respondents. 266 % are having wmemploved housshold
dependants. This signifies a significant drop in household incoma lavels and parants are
having lass to provide for what a child need.

The rsport published by UNICEF impliss madequate policy measurss despite ths
relentles: govermment's assistance throush chuldren’s well-being programs. Contramous
endeavours by the sovemment to eliminate poverty through various national development
plans ssamead deficient hance children's hardship remains oblivious to many and apparently,
children can de vary Littla by themsehres to improve their sitnations. The sindy shows that
736 %o of respondants belizved that children ars affacted by poverty more than other sszments
of the population zand 61.6 % belizved that children encoumtered different challemsas
compared to adult poverty. This explaine the nesd for the sovernment to provide a better
social safsty nst to support cluldren and families Inving in poverty. In Malaysia various
healthcare a1d and welfare aid were provided to disadvantaged families. To ensura everyons
is provided, a cash assistance program has contimionsly been implemented to provide support
for specific tarzet groups such as children Children from poer households received better
allocation with 2 maommm of RM 1000 per fanuly. However such measures ars far from
sufficicnt. This i8 grounded on the fact that the clements that satisfy children’s necds and
rightz zre not always can be bought in 3 markst. It 1= muperative to kmow that children are not
only facing material hardships, the complemty of poverty means cluldren ars facing mult-
dimersional poverty. As such bold actions from the zovenmment are necessary to reduce the
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existing hich rates of poverty amons houssholds with cluldren. Tuming to the question of
howr best to raduce child poverty, experts, in general, arsued that this is not 2 straighiforaard
task Recopnising muli-dimensional child porvarty means mora neads to ba done and inelusive
approaches are mndispenzabls. Table | presents public perceptions of the govermmant policiss
to reduce chuld porverty.

Table 1- Pablic Perceptions on the Government Policies to Reduce Child Poverty

1. Public exposure o the isus of child povery is 3 i 2 EE]
sxmemaly low
1Mo specific action: emploved by the govemment in 3 5 30 23 47
d_uJ:r_th child poverty

The zovernment provides adequate assistance to the 2 1] 2 23 44
mxu'b‘nt for children are limited

4. Ths zovemment should allocate a special momthly 2 4 11 0 T2
allowznce o families [BH40 and below) wha have childran
5. The sovemnment is very comcemsd zbout amsisting 6 b, 30 72 iz
children from poor famities
4. The financiz] assistarce provided to families dumiez 2 16 36 55 4 13
pandemic is sufficient to cover the expemses of the
dﬂ;:lrau

7. Better welfarz pelicies pead to be fommulated to address 1 3 4 78 01 ]
the issue of child powerty in line with the current sitaation
{Conid-10)

Undemiably, political and public attenfion to this 1zsus has thus far baen lackong. 38 %
opine that public exposure to deprivation faced by poor children is low. In the confext af
pelicymaking an issue can be elevated to agendz-sstting throngh public pressnre, and this
might contnibute to effective policymalking. Public opinion has much impact on public poliey,
the more zalisnt the lzsue the zreater the response will be and vice versa. In this regard, low
public exposure would reduce the saliency of the problem, thus reduce government
responsivensss. In mamy ways, child poverty was considerad zs minor and 32 %0 agres that aids
to children are madequats, though the govermment 15 very comcemed about assiztms poor
families (53 %). The sovernment imvestment in welfare assistance schames has largely
improved but assistance for children 15 far from satisfactory. As matter of fact, 63.3 % argus
that welfare assistance provided during the pandemic was meufficient to mest children's neads.
Mors credible approachss are mesded i addressms chuld poverty, espscially m times of
pandsmics. 93 % agres that 1= timely for the zovermment to formulats new stratesies to cater
to poor children and bereavad children due to Covid-19.

Tabla 2 presents types of deprivation and respondents were askad to state their asreement
or dizsagreement on widely ackmowledsed mmltiple daprivations faced by poer children
Deeparting from the comventional monetary approach, schelars recesnized varions deprivations
by measuring the complexity of multi-dimenzional child poverty. Such mulhple deprivations
as limited access to education sanitation, information, health, and matrition winch comstitatss
the constihrtrs nights of the childran ars embedded mio an overzll measure of child poverty.
Does the multi-dimensional framework agree with Malaysians? From the deseriptive analysis,
school drepout, lack of electronie devices for online learming, lack of attention from parents
due to the need for overtime work, and lack of miritious foed are stronsly percerved to be
associzted with child daprivation. For instance sbsence of parsnts zt home maeane that children
have additional responsibalines (babyzithnes, cookang for themsshres, atc). This fact demotes
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that childran in the context of poverty and deprivation encounter soma challenges and thess
challanges are often mere acute bacause of lack of financizl resources.

Table 2: Public ion: oo Tvpes of ivation faced bv Poor Children
i) jn] LD A EEN
by o 3 13 &7 f:7]

1. Lack of muirifions food is one form of d=ficiencies fac

'wgpammpem'de properhealthcars (seck 1 [} 18 a7 43
i iz ome form of deprivation faced by

, 8 17 71 0

4. Lack of arention from perents due to the need to work o 3 1 63 B0
fi privation faced by children

5. Tha inability to buy tovs is ane form of deprivation faced by T 11 &0 33 26
poor children
6. Schoel dropouat is ore fonm of deprivaton faced by poor 0 7 4 4 24
childran
7. Growth problem iz ens form of deprivation faced by poor 5 [} 0 75 Lx]
children
8 Limited int=mst accass iz ene form of deprivation faced by o 5 17 73 n

pou ran
8. Lack of electronic devices {Lapiop, smanphens) for oeline o ] & 54 B6
lzaming iz one form nf..epm:uonﬁmd kv pocr .JIJ.J'“"

10, Child Bving in poverty is anl state) 19 i) ) 4 13

Mcanwhile, 52 % hclicve that parcnts” ability to buy tovs is not rclated to child
deprivation. The likelihoed of living in poverty = not to be measurad basaed on this aspect.
Nevertheless, the majority of the respondents (39 %) howevar, belizve that for most childran
poverty appears to be 2 permanent state. This 15 partienlarly true as family type, family
dizzohfion. and unemplovment do consistently push cluldren mfo poverty and they maght

spend their entire childhood In poverty. Indeed, these are the challenges faced by today's
policymakers,

5. CONCLUSION

Chuld poverty 1= datrimental to a chuld's davelopment. Building on these arpuments, the
study confirmed the nesd for more credible, conscious, and somnd policy measures hencs earhy
policy mfervention will mprove child outcomss. The existineg monsv-meiric poverty
mezsurament ssems madsquate and such msasures ars far from sshefactory. Chuldren are
multidimensionally poor and the pandemic exacerbating the situation firther. In fum, this
requires. policymzkers to approach the problem from a2 mulfi-dimensional perspective. The
multi-dimensional child poverty recogmzes multiple deprivations raneng from education,
sanitation, health, information to nutrition. Acknowledzing these dimensions means childran
desarve 3 sperial policy. Therefore the study calls for the sovamment to reframs the policy
problam =o that child poverty 1= not percaived as 3 minor concsrn but rather 25 an izzus about
the right and wall-being of the children.
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CHILD POVERTY IN MALAYSIA: WHAT DO MALAYSIANS THINK?
Morhaslinda Jamamdin'* & Maziah Mabmnd®

'International Islamic Untversity Malaysia (TTUAL), Malaysia
Universiti Tekmologi MARA (UiTA), Malaysia

*E-mail: linda@uum edumy

L INTRODUCTION

Child poverty is an emerzing issue m Malaysia. A study conducted by UNICEF m 2018
revazls that 11 percent of cluldren i Malaysia Ining mn urban poverty with 13 parcent of
children below the age of five are undsrweizht, 22 percent of the chaldren are stonted and only
30%0 of 3- to 6-year-olds attend pre-school enrolment (UNICEF, 2018). It = truly stagzermnz to
think that many of our children lived m poverty. Chuldren who ars hving in poor houssholds
with limited aceess to mointions food and education experienced a real deteneration m ther
Ining standards. They are vulnerable to many possibiliies mcluding matenial and social
deprivation. Poor children have many neads, but money matters the most. In most casas, those
needs are often left mattended dus to poor parantzl and housshold characteristics (Lindgmst
& Lindgqmst, 2010; Chow, 2013; Saunders, Brown, Bedfood, & MNaidoo, 201%). Coming from
unfortunats ﬁlm:.l\ ba.cls:muu.ds many of these childran suffer mzterizl hardshup and
underachievement in schoal I'\Iadnd:. 2020). Arcording to the report, the number of registerad
stndants in schocl decreased despite the increasing mimber of childran in the currant population
(Toseph Chin, 2017). This 1= a wormsome sihation as deprivation m life could lead to many
problems including underachisvement. illiteracy, prvemile delinguency, and many others
(UNICEF, 2018). Poor living condition mdsad has taken a toll on the lives of children thus
Inmits their hfs opportuntiss in all aspects.

In Malaysia, the issue of child poverty is long-standing and remams onseing The
srowing mumber of child poverty in Malaysia is reaching 2 worving p{opartﬂn with one out
of three childran live in poverty (Farhana & Mohd Husmi, 2018). How well children ara
protectad? Some have argued that the issus has not received the policy attention it dasarved
hence, the mature of child poverty 1= largely hiddsn m comventional poverty line policies. The
exisfing mazsures are uzually dirscted to poor houssholds wath little attention devoted to the
need of children Ians m poverty. Chuldren wers not classifisd 2= 2 separats group for policy
consideration. Subsequently, this led to insigmificant allocation for the improvement of
children's well-bainz. The implemsntation of National Farmly Policy (NFP) by the Mimstry
of Women, and Family Development recoznizes differant family strachures that ereate diffaring
needs, but the need of the children living in poverty has bean naglacted for far too long. Racent
pe].lc‘\ development witnsszes mereasing zllocation for cluldren from poor familiss with a
maximmnn of B 1000 per fanuly, but money-metric poverty measuremesnt ssems inadequats
m tackling child povarty. The scope of the policy fails to consider ths varyms poverty gap
betwean recipients with five and more childran and thess with ene child. This was evidentm a
faw poverty alleviation programs cutlined i pational development policies, mcluding cash

assistance programs.
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The complex naturs of child poverty susgests varying appmad:ﬁ M IMezEIUring
deprrvation faced by chuldren. It 15 timely for the sovenmmant to recognize mulhi-dimensional
child poverty, particularly i 2 time of the pandsme. Convad-19 had pushed nmdred thousand
families mto poverty, with thousands of mere children living in a poor honsshold. In this
contaxt, proper considerztion should be given to the child ]i\inziupaorhcu;a'h[}]da bacanse of
parental characteristics-educational attaimment family stroctures-single vs.  two-parent
families, and workless parents z= well as children who have lost their parents to the pandemic.
They have besn daprrvad m life due to economic messcurity and face major difficulties to
continme their lving. To date, the slobzl death toll of the Covid-1% has cost over 2 mullion
chuldren to loss sither one parsnt, both thetr parents, and custodial srandparent. This zignals
the naed for the sovernment to re-build paw siratesies by addressing spacial needs among
children who balomgs to this catezory. The vulnerabilities that childran faced today warrant
right-hased pelicy approachss from the sovermment. Their needs must be adeguately attended
especially in times of pandemics.

Fecoznizms multidimensional child poverty begms with the public, how the public
percerves child poverty and how do we zo zbout addrsssings 1t. Smes this 1= 2 newly recoznizad
1msue in Malaysia, the siudy, therefore, sesks to assess public percaption of the nghts that
constitute child poverty. Given its importance, the study alse seeks to evaluate the public

perception of the existine measures emploved by the sovernment m addressing the need of
children bving in 3 poor honsehold. This &= to ascertain how wall the constitutive nizhts of the
children are protected Az such the objective of the study 1= twofold: to evaluats the pubhc
perception of child poverty m the context ufde‘prr-.n:un faced by childran that mzkes a child
multi-dimensionally poor and how do Malaysians perceive government mitiztives i mitigating
the issma.

1. LITERATURE REVIEW

Chaldren are vulnerable to mamy possibilities, mehiding hifs deprivation Children m
soms parts of the world live balow the poverty line. They have been deprived in life dus to
economic insecurity and fzce major difficulties regarding their living standard (chageqi &
Seved 2019 Many siudies have identifiad canses of poverty and pelicies foensing on child
poverty. ey family characterishies such as workless houssholds, poor families, family
breakdown, education fathwa, addiction, and debt have been identified as the mam causes of
child poverty m the United Kingdom (Bastos & hachado, 2009; UK zovermment, 2014).
Chaldran from large familiss are particularky at risk and stand sreater chancss of beins deprived
(Bastos & Machado, 2009). In the caze of the UK, the zovernment 1= firmly committed to
fighting child poverty by assisting poor families for them to have a sustainabls mcoms. Among
measires introduced were :u]:lpcm'iuv families inte work and mcreasing therr sarmngs,
improving bving standards by improving national minimuom wasge law, helpims one-parent
families, and preventing poer childran from becommg poor adulis thrm.ls_'h raising their
sducationzl attaimment (UK Government 2014). Throush thess policy mitiztives, the
sovernment aims to and child poverty m ths UK by 2020.

In the United States, more than 2 4 million childran live in poor houssholds. Aecording
to the Mational Center for Children in Poverty (MCCP), the voungest children stood a greater
chance of livins below the poverty line (MCCP, 2018). Most of these children have parents
who work, but low wazes and unstable employment leave their families stmesling to make
ends mast. The govermment's proactiva zction in this contest 13 eszantial 3= children who lred
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