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Abstract

This paper proposes an intervention therapy that uses the unique methods of Malay traditional performance, which relates
the dances and songs of ‘Dikir Barat’ and ‘Kuda Kepang;. The therapy will assist in the socialization of special needs
children and work upon their audience perception skills. This study utilized a quantitative method facilitated by a survey
questionnaire that was distributed to an audience during a special concert that included children with special needs and
other students. The 20-items survey of 5-point Likert Scale was descriptively analyzed for each item’s percentage.
Consequently, it has been determined that performances which particularly embrace the arts of music, singing, dancing and
acting have a great influence and impact on groups with special needs. This research contributes to the literature by
illustrating how traditional music therapy can stimulate special needs children to improve their active engagement in their
own lives and that of their community. © 2021
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