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Editorial

This is the first special issue of al-Burhan Journal of Qur'an and Sunnah
Studies. We have reached the half decade milestone, and this year the journal is
being managed by a new line up of both the editorial and advisory board members,
as announced in the previous issue. This special issue is dedicated for selected
papers which were presented at the Inaugural Jamalullail Chair for Prophetic
Sunnah International Conference. The main theme of the conference was
“Engagement with Obscure Quranic Verses and Hadith Texts.” Due to the Covid-19
pandemic, al-Burhan international editorial members are working online to
ensure the publication of this special issue. In this edition, only six papers are
published instead of the usual seven. Only one paper is in English. The rest are
written in Arabic. However, notes and references are provided in English to
comply with the new format of the journal.

The English article challenges the application of Bucaillist method in
dealing with problematic hadith by raising several issues surrounding the exploit
of scientific commentary in solving what seems to be scientific errors observed in
the hadith texts. The article focuses on the suitability of al-sharh al-ilmi in
explaining hadiths that belong to the subject of al-tibb al-nabawt (Prophetic
medicine).

The second article addresses a methodological problem of choosing
between tahlil (analysis) and ta’wil (interpretation) in comprehending the meaning
of Quranic texts. The author discusses some examples of deviation in applying
ta'wil from two main modes of exegesis: al-tafsir bi'l-ra’yi (rational exegesis) and al-
tafsir al-ishar (allegorical exegesis).

To benefit from the experience of past scholars in dealing with
problematic Quranic verses, the third article explores the methodology of Fakhr
al-Din al-Razi (606AH/1209CE) in solving this problem through his works,
particularly his renown exegetical oeuvre, Mafatth al-Ghayb, also known as, al-Tafstr
al-Kabir. Apart from explaining the wisdom behind the presence of problematic
verses and its forms, the author has discovered nine strategies applied by al-Razi
in addressing the prevailing issues. Suggestion has also been put forward to ensure
the exposure of students to the science of dealing with problematic verses or
better known by its Arabic term, ‘ilm mushkil al-Qur’an.

Mushkil or problematic meaning is also found in the texts of hadith. The
fourth article attempts to outline the methodology of dealing with problematic
hadith texts. It traces the development of a specific science called ta'wil mukhtalif
al-hadith. After a brief explanation of the history of ‘problematising’ the Divine
commandment and revelation, the authors review some prominent works in the
field, namely, Ikhtilaf al-Hadith of al-ShafiT, Ta'wil Mukhtalif al-Hadith of Ibn
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Qutaybah, Muhskil al-Athar of al-Tahawi, Mushkil al-Hadith wa Bayanuhu of Tbn Fiirak,
and Kashf al-Mushkil min Ahadith al-Sahihayn of Tbn al-Jawzi,

The fifth article dedicates its attention exclusively to the following hadith:
“No prayer is more burdensome upon the hypocrites than the Fajr and the Tsha’
prayers and if only they knew its rewards, they would have attended them, even if
by crawling. Certainly, I felt the urge to order the mu'adhdhin to call for prayer,
order a man to lead the people (instead of me), take a flame of fire and head to
burn down houses of those who had not left for the prayer yet.” Several issues such
as the religious status of congregational prayer and the desire to burn down houses
are discussed extensively with relevant scriptural proofs being evaluated.

The last article in this issue alludes to the slight difference between mushkil
(problematic) and mustashkal (problematised), particularly in hadith. The authors
stress the importance of verifying terms and tracing the chronology and reason
for problematised religious texts. Other related terms such as al-khafi (hidden), al-
mujmal (unconditioned), al-mutashabih (misidentified due to similarity) are
brought to the attention of the readers. The authors also highlighted main reasons
for the ‘problematising’ of religious commandments and scriptures, amongst
others the neglect of specific aspects such as the socio-historical background of
the text and the negative impact of some exchanges between civilisations. The
issue of mustashkal can be solved with more attention being given to the principles
of hadith criticism forwarded in the article.

Khairil Husaini Bin Jamil

Editor-in-Chief

Special Issue on Engagement with Obscure Quranic Verses and Hadith Texts
June 2021
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Issues in Scientific Approach to Hadith Commentary:
A Critical Study of Selected Hadiths on Prophetic Medicine

Ahmad Thagif Bin Ismail *
Aqdi Rofiq Asnawi ™

ABSTRACT: This research studies the concept of scientific commentary (al-sharh al-ilmi), which
recently gained considerable significance, especially in dealing with hadiths of al-Tibb al-Nabawi
(Prophetic medicine) and understanding them. In the beginning, the study defines the concept of
scientific commentary, shedding light on its history in terms of its emergence, context, scholars and
their arguments. Later, the study identifies and discusses the following theoretical and practical
issues of scientific commentary in selected hadiths of Prophetic medicine. The historical, descriptive,
and analytical methods are utilised in the entire study. The finding of this study indicates that there
have been numerous commentaries that adopt the scientific approach in dealing with the subject of
Prophetic medicine. This has posed significant methodological issues that led to the non-traditional
understanding of Prophetic hadiths. The issue requires further investigation to shed better light on
this problem.

Keywords & Phrases: Mushkil al-hadith; hadith commentary; al-sharh al-ilmt; scientific commentary; religion
and science.
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Introduction

In recent years, much attention has been given to connecting the Qur'an & hadith
with experimental sciences. This is observable in scholarly pursuits under the broad
discipline of scientific miracles (al-ijaz al-ilmi). Many publications attempt to interpret the
Qur'an & hadith in light of this. In addition, many international organisations and entities
were established and are responsible for developing this approach. Huge amount of
funding was given by governments and private sectors to universities and research centres
for this purpose. Since there are many studies being conducted on the issues of Quran &
science, this study will attempt to understand the reason behind the emergence of
scientific commentary on hadith particularly to what is termed as Prophetic medicine, and
to investigate the theoretical and practical issues involved. It is important to acknowledge
that the interpreters’ works are open to mendacity and errors, and to explain the words of
Prophet Mohammad PBUH is a challenging task for it involves the understanding of the
meaning of revelation. Hence, it is crucial to learn the principles and approaches adopted
by experts and scholars in understanding Prophetic hadith.

Methodologies

The approaches adopted in this research are historical, descriptive, and analytical.
The historical and descriptive approaches involve gathering available writings on the
concept of Prophetic medicine (al- Tibb al-Nabawi), to understand its history in terms of its
emergence, context, scholars, and their arguments. Next, the study proceeds with an
analysis of theoretical and practical issues relevant to the scientific commentary,
particularly in selected hadiths pertaining to Prophetic medicine (hadith of al-Tibb al-
Nabawi).

1. Al-Tibb al-Nabawi and al-Sharh al- Timi

Al-Tibb al-Nabawt (Prophetic medicine) refers to hadiths on matters related to
healing such as treatment, medicine, rugyah (healing supplication), prevention, etc.

However, the term “Prophetic medicine” was only introduced around the fourth
HijrT century as Abid Bakr Ibn al-Sunni (364AH) authored the book al-Tibb fT al-Hadith
(Medicine in hadith). He was followed by Abl Ubayd ibn al-Hasan al-Harrani (36AH) who
authored al-Tibb al-Nabawt. Their works were emulated by later scholars such as Aba al-
Qasim al-NaysabirT (406AH) and others up to the eighth and ninth Hijr century. This type
of literature can be found among the works of al-Dhahabi (748AH), Ibn Qayyim al-
Jawziyyah (751AH), al-Sakhawi (902AH), al-SuyTtT (911AH) and others.!

In recent developments, the practice of Prophetic medicine is widely applied in
Muslim societies as it is initially considered as an alternative for modern medicine.
However, it has come to the extent that the practice is considered as sacred and to practice

I Mu‘taz  al-Khatib, “al-Tibb al-Nabawi: Ru%@ Naqdiyyah,” Islam Online, April 2021,
https://islamonline.net/archive/ Y-&ua-($5 - g gud - lall/.
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otherwise is considered a blasphemy since it means to doubt the words of the Prophet
PBUH.?

Due to lesser studies dedicated to relating hadith with sciences compared to
similar attempts in Quranic studies, there have been close to no debate on defining the
concept of al-sharh al-ilmi (literally, the scientific commentary oh hadith). However, it can
be appreciated from the “scientific approach” in Quranic studies. In Quranic studies, the
term al-tafsir al-ilmi is defined as “attempts to reveal the connection between the cosmic
verses of the Qur'an and the discoveries of the experimental science, with the aim to depict
the miracle of the Qur'an, to prove its divine origin and its validity throughout time and
space.”?

Al-Sharh al-TImi then can be defined as “attempts to reveal the connection
between the scientific hadith and the discoveries of the experimental science, with the aim
to depict the miracle of the hadith, to prove its divine origin and its validity throughout
time and space.” Scientific hadith in the context of this study refers to ahadith related to
Prophetic medicine (al-Tibb al-Nabawi).

2. Muslim Scholars’ Approach in Dealing with Ahadith of Prophetic Medicine

Throughout the discourse of Muslim scholarship about Prophetic medicine up to
the present time, Muslim scholars were mainly divided into two groups. The first group
considers Prophetic medicine as a sacred tradition and a revelation of Allah through His
Prophet. The second group, on the other hand, views Prophetic medicine as the outcome
of the Prophet Muhammad’s ijtihad as a normal human being.

2.1 Prophetic Medicine as a Revelation from Allah

There are several scholars who subscribe to the view that Prophetic medicine is a
divine message from Allah revealed through Prophet Muhammad PBUH. For example, Ibn
Qayyim al-Jawziyyah (d.751AH/1350CE) argued that medical advice and practices of the
Prophet PBUH are considered as a branch of medicine which contain such wisdom that
even the greatest physicians would humble themselves before it.* He argued that Prophetic
medicine is divine for it is based on revelation. This makes it superior over medical
assumptions of specialised doctors which are merely based on experiments and
experience.’

This view was accepted by many Muslim medical authorities and historians such
as al-Qifti (d. 645AH/1248CE) and Sa‘ld al-AndalusT as well as religious scholars including

2 Serdar Demirel and Saad Eldin Mansour, “View of A Theoretical Framework for al-Tib al-Nabawi
(Prophetic Medicine) in Modern Times,” Revelation and Science 01, no. 02 (2011): 35,
https://journals.iium.edu.my/revival/index.php/revival/article/view/29/19.

3 Fahd al-Rami, Ittijabat Fi al-Tafsir Fi al-Qarn al-Rabi¢ Ashar (Beirut: Mu’assash al-Risalah, 1986), 545.
4 Muhammad ibn Abi Bakr Shams al-Din Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah, al-Tibb al-Nabawi, ed. ‘Abd al-
Ghani ‘Abd al-Khaliq (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr, n.d.). 1.

> Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah. 27-28.
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al-Ghazali. In the introduction to his Tarikh al-Hukamd’, al-QiftT suggested that the art of
medicine was originally revealed to Prophet Idris.°

2.2 Prophetic Medicine as the Ijtihad of Prophet Muhammad

In general, several Muslim scholars have responded to the issue of the sacredness
of Prophetic medicine by citing the hadith: “You are more knowledgeable on matters of
your world.” The text of the hadith reads:

SR e £ 555 6 .<<C.Laj” ”\,.lm”i’ﬁ D:0E & 2EL Umf & J.Jw ‘gjz,.’o

GSE b L5 16 iS558 HENE RIS 6 16
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Anas reported that the Messenger of Allah PBUH happened to pass by
people who had been busy in grafting the trees. Thereupon he said: “If
you were not to do it, it might be good for you”. (So, they abandoned
this practice) and there was a decline in the yield. He (the Holy Prophet)
happened to pass by them again (and said): “What has gone wrong with
your trees?” They said: “You said so and so.” Thereupon he said: “You
have better knowledge (of a technical skill) in the affairs of the world.””

According to these scholars, we need to understand some problematic ahadith by
bearing in mind the nature of Prophet Muhammad as a human being and that his opinion
could be wrong in worldly matters as illustrated in the hadith above.

This can be appreciated as well from the chapter heading in Sahth Muslim. The
chapter that includes the above hadith is titled “The obligation to follow the words of the
Prophet except those he uttered concerning worldly affairs.” In other words, it supports
the view that Prophet Muhammad did perform certain ijtihad and he could be right or
wrong in areas other than metaphysics or the unseen. Consequently, if a certain
commandment is based on revelation, then the people must accept it even it is pertaining
to daily lives and routines. This is the lesson derived from the above narration where
Prophet Muhammad rectified the companions’ stance towards his advice about date
pollination. The advice eventually led to the failure to produce good dates, due to which
the Prophet advised them not to follow his opinion on worldly affairs, which are based on
customs and human experiences.®

This is also the opinion of several prominent Muslim scholars such as al-Imam al-
Sarakhsl. According to him, there are actions of the Prophet that are not meant to be

¢ Osman Bakar, Tawhid and Science (Kuala Lumpur: Secretariat for Islamic Philosophy and Science,
1991).108.

7 Ibn al-Hajjaj al-Naysabri Muslim, Sabih Muslim, ed. Muhammad Fu’ad ‘Abd al-Baqi (Cairo: Dar Thya’
al-Kutub al-‘Arabiyyah, n.d.), 4:1836.

8 Serdar Demirel, “An Analytical Study of The Prophet’s Hadith: You Are More Knowledgeable of The
Matters of Your World,” Maalim al-Quran Wa al-Sunnah 3, no. 3—4 (2008): 213-36. 219.
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followed and are sometimes called zallat (slip-up) which must not be imitated.® For
example, actions that occur during sleeping or in the state of unconsciousness should not
be imitated due to the reason that the real message cannot be grasped in these situations.

This opinion is also supported by Abli Ja'far al-Tahawi. According to him, the
words of the Prophet that were based on doubt or uncertainty are similar in status to
people’s opinion and uncertainty. However, when it comes to his statements concerning
God, there is no way to consider it as being derived from doubt or uncertainty. For example,
Prophet Muhammad intended to prohibit intercourse with breastfeeding woman or
breastfeeding during pregnancy to avoid causing harm to the breastfed baby. However, he
did not act on his intention after he observed no harmful consequence to the Romans and
Persians who practised it.!° This incident clearly shows that the earlier intention resulted
from Prophet Muhammad’s opinion based on the beliefs or experiences of the Arabs, and
it was not derived from revelation.

2.3 Harmonising the Conflicting Opinions

To over generalise all the opinions of Prophet Muhammad on worldly affairs as
merely his personal opinions which are not meant to be applied by Muslims is not an
agreed stance. It may lead to many misunderstandings in the application of the Sunnah.
The above hadith should not be understood out of its context.

In his attempt to find the middle ground, Shah Waliyyullah al-DihlawT has made a
significant contribution in this matter. His systematic scheme for understanding hadith
was lauded by al-Qaradawi who considers al-Dihlawt as the first person who managed to
articulate this issue in the most clear and comprehensive way.!' According to al-Dihlawi,
there are two groups of hadith which are:

a. TheProphet’s utterances in terms of propagating the message of Allah (al-risalah).

b. His utterances in relation to whatever which does not belong to the subject of
propagating the message of Allah (i.e., his opinion as a normal human being).

The first group comprises of matters related to al-risalah (the message) that is
meant for the propagation of the message of Allah, conveyed through Prophet Muhammad.
They include:

a. Knowledge about the Hereafter and miracles of the universe.
b. The divine laws and the acts of worship (‘ibadah).

c. Practical wisdom, good character, and their opposites.

* Muhammad ibn Ahmad Abi Bakr al-Sarakhst, Usiil al-Sarakhsi (Hyderabad: Lujnah Thya’ al-Ma‘arif al-
‘Uthmaniyyah, 1993).

1 Demirel, “An Analytical Study of The Prophet’s Hadith: You Are More Knowledgeable of The Matters
of Your World.” 221.

1 Yusuf al-Qaradawi, al-Sunnab Masdaran Li al-Ma‘rifab Wa al-Haddarah (Cairo: Dar al-Sharqg, 2002).
33.
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The second group includes ahddith that are not meant for propagating the
message of Allah. They were merely based on the Prophet’s personal opinion. Concerning
this, Prophet Muhammad once said:

%

]

i i
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“I am only a man, and when I order you with something regarding your religion,
accept it, and if I order you with something according to my own opinion, then I am only a
human being.”*?

This hadith supports the previous hadith where Prophet Muhammad suggested the
Ansar to change the way they pollinate the palm trees that eventually made things worse.
A version of that hadith has an addition in which Prophet Muhammad said:

1586 e 15358 143 ) 15 (S 13 505 SR sl 5 Y5 s B ) o
) e LISt

“I only made a conjecture, so don’t blame me for that opinion, but if I tell you
” 13

something about Allah, then accept (it) for I never lie about God”.

According to al-Dihlaw, it can be accepted that the second category of the ahadith
include medicine, his experience from his routine as a human being and all that are not
religious practices, where in these areas Prophet Muhammad gave his opinion like any
other normal human being.**

This opinion is supported by al-Qadi Tyad. According to him, it is possible for the
Prophet to give personal opinion in worldly affairs which are not related to the religion or
faith. These affairs are based on experience and customs which are known to everyone who
practice them.”

The above hadiths and the statements of these prominent scholars clearly indicate
that there are times when Prophet Muhammad only spoke in his capacity as a human
being. To expect him to convey the message of Allah in every single action and word is an
act that can lead to misunderstanding.

Consequently, this view can be applied in the topic of Prophetic medicine where
some suggestions and treatments mentioned in the hadith are contested by modern
medical sciences.

12 Muslim, Sahih Muslim. 1: 400.

13 Muslim. 4: 1835.

14 Syah Waliyullah al-Dihlawi, Hujjat Allah al-Balighab (Beirut: Dar al-Jil, 2005).

15 Abdullah Bin Ibrahim al-‘Alawi al-Shanqiti, Nasyr al-Buniid ala Maragi al-Su%d (al-Maghrib:
Matba‘ah Fadalah, n.d.). 325.
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3. Practical Examples of Contested Prophetic Medicine and the Correct
Understanding

In this subtopic, the examples of contested treatments will be discussed and
different approaches to the understanding of these ahadith will be consulted.

3.1 Health Treatment by Camel Urine

There are two hadiths prescribing camel urine as a treatment. The first is the
hadith narrated by Anas ibn Malik:

ki om0 Byl 5 g By o T IS e ol 08 1B (e il 0

From Anas RA: that some people of the tribe of ‘Ukl or ‘Uraynah came to the
Messenger of Allah, and they found the climate of Madinah uncongenial. The Messenger of
Allah commanded them to the milch she-camels and commanded them to drink their urine
and their milk."

T

el i, e el g iz

GOP 8 )y JB 1B ¢ ulis ol o5

From Ibn ‘Abbas RA that the Messenger of Allah said, “Indeed, in their camel urine
and milk, a cure for the disease in their stomachs.”"

In his scientific commentary, ‘Abd al-Da’im al-Kahil mentioned some research that
support the scientific miracles of both hadiths. However, he did not discuss their figh
perspective, i.e., the regulation concerning drinking camel urine.'® Camel urine can be
consumed according to the Hanball and MalikT legal schools (madhhab). In contrast, it
should not be consumed according to the ShafiT and Hanaft madhhab. Nevertheless, camel
urine possesses various anti-platelic, anti-bacterial, and anti-cancer properties tested
within vitro and in vivo. However, no studies have been conducted on people consuming
camel urine on a daily basis."

Therefore, according to some ‘ulamd, there are several emergency conditions
(dartrat) that may allow for the consumption of camel urine:

'® Muhammad ibn Ismal al-Bukhari, Sabib al-Bukhbari (Beirut: Dar Tawq al-Najat, 2001), 1:56; Muslim,
Sabib Muslim, 3:1297. 1: 56 ; Muhammad Bin Hajjaj. 3: 1297.

17 Ahmad ibn Muhammad Abi Abd Allah Ibn Hanbal, al-Musnad, ed. Shu‘ayb al-Arna’at (Beirut:
Mu’assasah al-Risalah, 2001), 4:416.

18 al-Kahil ‘Abd al-Da‘im, “Ashr Haqa’iq ‘Ilmiyyah Min al-Sunnah al-Nabawiyyah,” Mawsii‘at al-Kahil li
al-I5jaz fi al-Qur'an wa al-Sunnah, n.d., https://kaheel7.net/?p=10901.

19 Wachidah Nur Latifah et al., “Camel Urine for Health in Islam and Science Perspective,” Kaunia:
Integration and  Interconnection Islam and ~ Science 14, no. 1 (April 2018): 15-19,
https://doi.org/10.14421/KAUNIA.1326. 15-19.
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1) There are no other medicines of haldl ingredients or no effective alternatives to
cure the disease. The relaxation provided in regulation is for the sake of
eliminating the pain experienced by the body.

2) The determination of the emergency condition for consuming camel urine and
the percentage of recovery must be done by a Muslim doctor who is an expert in
medicial sciences. The intake of camel urine should not be at will without a
doctor’s supervision and the patient must abide by his instruction.

3) The need to undergo a treatment derived from unclean sources must correspond
to the need to eliminate emergencies only.?

On another note, the World Health Organization (WHO) has issued a prohibition
for consuming camel urine due to its potential to become an intermediary for the spread
of MERS disease (Middle East Respiratory Syndrome).* However, according to some
researchers, camel urine is unlikely to become a medium for virus transmission to humans
since dromedaries’ experimental infections with MERS-CoV did not reveal evidence of
viremia or evidence of the virus in the urine.?

In conclusion, the consumption of camel urine for medical treatment must follow
the instructions of a doctor who knows the camel’s condition in detail so that it may not
cause the transmission of a virus. The instructions given in the two hadiths above came
from the Prophet and they are related to worldly matters and not religious matters. In
worldly matters, the Prophet has left it to a person’s condition and situation, as he said:
“You have better knowledge (of a technical skill) in worldly affairs.”?

3.2 Turning Off the Lights While Sleeping

‘Abd al-D@’im al-Kahil stated that a recent scientific study confirms that keeping
lamps on while sleeping affects the human brain’s vital processes and causes disturbances
that could lead to the problem of obesity. * Therefore, scientists have advised people to
turn off lights at night to maintain the body and brain’s integrity. According to him, this is

2 Nurul Aiman Mat Abdullah and Mohd Izhar Ariff Mohd Hashim, “Rawatan Menggunakan Air Kencing
Unta Menurut Perspektif Islam Dan Sains ( Health Treatment of Camel Urine Based on Islamic and
Science Perspective ),” Fikiran Masyarakat, vol. 6, December 2018.

21 “Middle East Respiratory Syndrome Coronavirus (MERS-CoV),” World Health Organization, 2019,
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/middle-east-respiratory-syndrome-coronavirus-
(mers-cov).

22 M. G. Hemida et al., “Dromedary Camels and the Transmission of Middle East Respiratory Syndrome
Coronavirus (MERS-CoV),” Transboundary and Emerging Diseases (Blackwell Publishing Litd, April 2017),
https://doi.org/10.1111/tbed.12401. 344-353.

2 Muslim, Sahih Muslim. 4: 1836.

2 al-Kahil ‘Abd al-Daim, “Mudadat Saratan Fi Bawl al-Ibil,” Asrar al-Ijaz al-Tlmi, 2012,
http://www.kaheel7.com/ar/index.php/2012-12-04-18-32-28/2082-2018-09-16-22-34-53.
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a proof of a scientific miracle discovered in the sayings of Prophet Muhammad: When you
go to sleep, extinguish the lamp.?

This claim is further supported by a research that suggests that room light can
exert strong melatonin suppression and shorten the body’s internal representation of
night-time duration. Therefore, chronic exposure to electric lights at night interferes with
melatonin signalling and affect sleep, thermoregulation, blood pressure, and glucose
homeostasis.?

Nonetheless, the previous hadith has been understood out of the context in order
to relate it with the medical benefits associated with turning off electric lamps. In the time
of the Prophet PBUH, the lamps were of fire and oil. Thus, it is understandable that if the
lights are still on, there is a possibility that the mat will burn for animals such as rats may
violate it and cause a fire. This can be understood from another hadith which does not
mention any health purpose as an excuse for turning off the lights while sleeping:

& &l Jpo5 6% Gt PR Ao 22 E3E050 Sas 106 WGe ) o8
AT 5 B O A5 e e e SET R B 06 sl o

o $a . .G, T . L
.«5.&5};3‘3&3;@&&):\;&@‘&?4 5 ";::l

Ibn ‘Abbas said: “A mouse came dragging a wick and dropped it before the
Messenger of Allah on the mat on which he was sitting that burned a hole in it about the
size of dirham.” The Prophet PBUH said: “When you go to sleep, extinguish your lamps, for
the devil guides a creature like this to do this and sets you on fire”.””

In the Prophet’s time, the lamp was from fire and oil. If the lamp is still on, there
is a chance that the mat will catch fire because of the rat. In another hadith, the Prophet
said:

| gzabol s« 1 5alel s colandl 155515 el 1l 1B &l 8 il J gy ye ¢l 0
OTV] oSt g L 0B el catSe ¥y bl iy ¥ g ol J2 Y 0Uadl OB ol I
(ot ol o1 L p s B 5 O ¢ Jonield el ol Sy el 50 L) o 12

Jabir reported the Messenger of Allah as saying: “Cover vessels, waterskins, close
the doors and extinguish the lamps, for the Satan does not loosen the waterskin, does not
open the door and does not uncover the vessels. And if one amongst you fails to find

% Sulayman ibn al-Ash‘ath al-Azdi al-Sajistani Abt Dawid, Sunan Abi Dawid, ed. Shu‘aib al-Arna’ut
(Dir al-Risilah al-‘Alamiyyah, 2009). 7: 528.

2 Joshua J. Gooley et al., “Exposure to Room Light before Bedtime Suppresses Melatonin Onset and
Shortens Melatonin Duration in Humans,” Journal of Clinical Endocrinology and Metabolism 96, no. 3
(March 2011): E463, https://doi.org/10.1210/jc.2010-2098. E463—-E472.

27 Aba Dawiad, Sunan Abi Dawiid. 7: 528.
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(something) to cover it well, he should cover it by placing a piece of wood across it and say
Allah’s name. The mouse may set the house on fire over its inhabitants.”?

3.3 Cupping in the Middle of the Month

In one of his works, Ibn Stna (1032CE) argued that the proper time for using
cupping-glasses (hijamah) is in the middle of the month:

“Some authorities advise against applying cupping-glasses at the beginning of the
lunar month, because the humours are then not yet on the move or in a state of
agitation; also, against applying them at the end of the (lunar) month, because at
that period (of the cycle) the humours are less plentiful. The proper time
(according to them) is the middle of the month (when the humours are in a state
of agitation) when the moonlight is increasing (when the humours are on the
increase also). During that period the brain is increasing in size within the skull,
and the river-water is rising in tidal rivers.”

Although he did not mention who the authorities above are, Ibn Sina has provided
some hadiths that suggest the practice of cupping on the 17th, 19th, 21st day of every Hijri
month. The hadiths mentioned include:

28

(13 JS 5o lad O ¢ ey sy 3708 i3 6 phe iold ool (3)

It means: “If anyone has himself cupped on the 17th, 19th, and 21st, it will be a
remedy for every disease.””

555558 i p 085 ¢ oK (1 AN G pE i 1 0,25 08106 T e

- o
“on

Anas narrated: “The Prophet PBUH would get cupped in his jugular veins and his
upper back. And he would get cupped on the seventeenth (of the month), (or) the
nineteenth, and (or) the twenty-first.”°

Unfortunately, both hadith are not authentic hadiths. Hence, they cannot be a
strong justification for cupping in the middle of the month. However, if we consider Ibn
STna’s arguments as a form of scientific commentary, there is still no clear and logical
connection between cupping and the state of agitation of humour senses. Furthermore,
there is no explanation on the connection between the increase of moonlight and the state
of agitation of humours, between cupping and the increase on moonlight, and all reasons
in his argument above.

28 Muslim, Sahih Muslim. 3: 1594.

2 Aba Dawad, Sunan Abi Dawid. 6: 11.

30 Muhammad ibn ‘Isa Aba Tsa al-Tirmidhi, al-Jami‘ al-Kabir, ed. Bashar Awwad Ma‘ruf (Beirut: Dar al-
Gharb al-Islami, 1998), 4:390.
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Some research indicates that wet cupping therapy in the second half of the month
is more effective in treating migraines than the first half of the month.* To perform
cupping while considering the lunar phases has a positive effect on reducing blood
pressure. It was reported that clients who cupped on the 15th (second half of the HijrT
month) experienced a significant drop in blood pressure.’? However, this research did not
point out specific days in a month and did not claim that cupping will treat every disease.

Conclusion

The research concluded that the term al-Tibb al-Nabawi (Prophetic medicine) is
related to hadiths on matters pertaining to healthcare such as treatment, medicine, ruqyah
(healing supplication), prevention, etc. However, the term “Prophetic medicine” was only
introduced during the boundaries of the fourth century. There are two main approaches
of Muslim scholars in understanding ahadith pertaining to Prophetic medicine. The first
considers Prophetic medicine as a sacred order and revealed by Allah through his Prophet.
The second views Prophetic medicine as his ijtihad as a human being. It is necessary to
review the previous commentaries on ahadith of Prophetic medicine. Muslim societies
should pay equal attention to science and revelation, i.e., the Qur'an and Sunnah. They
should not distort the real meaning of ahadith or explain them out of the context, for the
sake of scientific and contemporary outlooks. This will rather tarnish the image of Islam
due to spread of misconceptions.
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ABSTRACT: The Qur’anic text is a sacred divine text which explains the will of God, and Prophet
Muhammad was the one who addressed any problems faced by the Muslims in understanding the
text, in addition to the language competencies possessed by the Muslims of his time. However,
complexities emerged post-Prophetic era even though God has made the Quran easy for
remembrance. The reason for this is the demise of the Prophet on the one hand, and the vast
temporal gap between the time of the revelation and the beginning of codification, which took nearly
two centuries, and during which the language underwent some changes and meaning of words was
expanded. Due to this, many interpretations emerged due to linguistic and hermeneutical
differences. Hence, this research aims to clarify this problem by addressing both linguistic and
hermeneutical approaches in tafsir.
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ABSTRACT: This research deals with the approach of Fakhr al-Din al-Razi in addressing mushkil al-
Quran which is “whatever that conceals the real meaning of a Quranic verse, or leads to an
unintended meaning, or contradicts a legitimate source in Islam or a significant Islamic ruling, or
linguistic and scientific principles.” The research aims to explain the concept of mushkil al-Qur’an and
expound the approach of al-Razi in dealing with the subject. The inductive and analytical methods
were adopted in the research. The research deals with the concept of mushkil al-Qur’an, the wisdom
behind its presence in Divine commandments, al-Razi’s concern with the subject and his approach
to clarifying the problems. The research concludes with some important findings: al-Razi is an
intellectual, knowledgeable and specialist scholar who demonstrated an interest in the subject of
mushkil al-Qur’an, he adopted several strategies to solve the problem like other scholars, and he was
distinguished amongst them due to his prominence in rational, logical, and rhetorical sciences.

Keywords & phrases: Tafsir; ta'wil; Fakhr al-Din al-Razi; mushkil al-Qur'an; Quranic studies; Mafatth al-
Ghayb.
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! JTamal al-Din Muhammad Ibn Manzir, Lisin al-Arab (Cairo: Dar al-Ma’arif, n.d.).

2 Muhammad ibn Ahmad Abt Mansir al-Azhari, Tabdbib al-Lughab (Beirut: Dar Ihya’ al-Turath al-
‘Arabi, 2001), 10:16.

3 Muhammad ibn Muhammad Abt al-Fadl Murtada al-Zabidi, 74j al-Aris Fi Jawahir al-Qamis (Dar al-
Hidayah, n.d.), 29:276.
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4 ‘Abd Allah ibn Muslim Aba Muhammad Ibn Qutaybah, Ta’wil Mushkil al-Qur’an (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub
al-Tlmiyyah, n.d.), 68.

> Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah Badr al-Din al-Zarkashi, al-Burban Fi ‘Ulim al-Qur’an (Beirut: Dar Thya’
al-Kutub al-‘Arabiyyah, 1957), 2:45.

¢ ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Aba Bakr Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti, al-Ttgan Fi ‘Ulum al-Qur’an (Madinah: King Fahd
Glorious Quran Printing Complex, n.d.), 2:72.

7 ‘Abd al-‘Aziz ibn ‘Ali al-Harbi, ‘Tawjth Mushkil al-Qira’at al-‘Ashariyyah al-Farshiyyah Lughatan Wa
Tafsiran’ (Umm Al Qura University, 1996), 89.

8 ‘Abd Allah ibn Hamd al-Manstir, Mushkil al-Qur’an al-Karim (Dir Ibn al-Jawzi, 2005), 77.
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? ‘Abd al-Rahmin ibn Aba Bakr Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti, Mutarik al-Aqran Fi Iaz al-Qur’an (Beirut: Dar
al-Kutub al-Tlmiyyah, 1988), 1:73.

10 Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah Badr al-Din al-Zarkashi, al-Babr al-Mubit Fi Usil al-Figh (Dar al-Kutbi,
1994), 8:119.

1 al-Zarkashi, al-Burban Fi ‘Uliam al-Qur’an, 2:75.

12 Tbn Qutaybah, Ta’wil Mushkil al-Qur’an, 58.

13‘Abd al-Rahmin Abi Muhammad al-Razi Ibn Abi Hatim, Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Azim, 3rd ed. (Saudi
Arabia: Maktabah Nizar Mustafa al-Baz, 1998), 9:3064.
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14 al-Zarkashi, al-Burban Fi Uliim al-Qur’an, 2:75.

! Muhammad ibn ‘Umar Abi ‘Abd Allah Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, Mafatih al-Ghayb (Beirut: Dar al-Fikr,
1981), 7:142.

16 al-Zarkashi, al-Burban Fi ‘Ulim al-Qur’an, 2:45.

17 al-Mansitr, Mushkil al-Qur’an al-Karim, 119.

'8 Muhammad ibn Ahmad al-Shafi Jalal al-Din al-Mahalli, Sharp al-Waragat Fi Usil al-Figh (Palestine:
al-Quds University, 1999), 170.

1 Muhammad ibn Muhammad Aba Hamid al-Ghazali, al-Mustagfa F1 Usil al-Figh (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub
al-Tlmiyyah, 1992), 279.

2 Isma'l ibn “Umar Ibn Kathir, Tafiir al-Qur’an al-Azim (Beirut: Dar Maktabah al-Hilal, 1986), 2:364.
2! Tbrahim ibn Misa Aba Ishaq al-Gharnati al-Shatibi, al-I¢isam (Riyadh: Dar Ibn ‘Affan, 1992), 2:822.
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22 Muhammad ibn Abu Bakr al-Hanafi Zayn al-Din al-Razi, Anmiizaj Jalil Fi As’ilab Wa Ajwibab ‘an
Ghard’ib Ay al-Tanzil (Riyadh: ‘Alam al-Kutub, 1991), 498-99.

% Muhammad al-Amin ibn Muhammad al-Mukhtar al-Jakni al-Shanqiti, Daf* Tham al-Idtirab ‘an Ayat
al-Kitab (Cairo: Maktabah Ibn Taymiyyah, 1996), 184 with slight modification.

2 Muhammad ibn Salih al-Uthaymin, al-Usil Min Tlm al-Usil (Riyadh: Dar Ibn al-Jawzi, 2009), 51.

2 al-Razi, Mafatib al-Ghayb, 23:319.
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% Ahmad ibn Muhammad Aba Abd Allah Ibn Hanbal, al-Musnad, ed. Shu‘ayb al-Arna’ut (Beirut:
Mu’assasah al-Risalah, 2001) Musnad Abi Hurayrah, no. 7077.

# Muhammad ibn Aba Bakr Shams al-Din Ibn Qayyim al-Jawziyyah, Hadi al-Arwab Ila Bilad al-Afrab
(Cairo: Matba‘ah al-Madani, n.d.), 87-88.

28 al-Zarkashi, al-Burban F1i Ulam al-Qur’an, 2:62.

29 al-Zarkashi, 1:112.

30 Ibn Kathir, Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Azim, 1:463.
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3! Muhammad ibn Muhammad Abu al-Khayr Shams al-Din Ibn al-Jazari, al-Nashr Fi al-Qira’at al-Ashr

(al-Matba‘ah al-Tijariyyah al-Kubra, n.d.), 2:263.
32 Tbn Kathir, Tafsir al-Qur’an al-Azim, 8:324.
3% al-Zarkashi, al-Burban Fi ‘Ulim al-Qur’an, 2:60.



41 al-Burhan Journal of Qur’an and Sunnah Studies, Vol. 5, Spec. Issue 1, 2021

IS 55 7ol ezl O BN T35 el s Og s e o JLeSUls 552 15 VY 1mliliall]
L7 o k5 s 28 gany U SOT i (LU o bl g2 5 ST U] el = a1 31 3
Al 361,01 0N ke Via U305 " (s 5 ol JUB (RIS 5 5,5 50 WASCE] 1155 cln T e ol ) ek
SE5 dl 1 U35 G o s IS U5 e onsYN i maal] 53U i n ol 15
3 sldall g JCEYI S ol S5 03 ([AY 1 jamail] {jﬁ;} cods e 2UE A S50 g b
a2 ot 3 e N S 2 JSEN5 " 0 o8 0T el el 5" s s 5 "0, " Al
o Ll ) g 05 S s el i 0"
oY Gy el S \,Y,¢

0584 43 ¢l ST 26,1 ) o 2 ] ¢ o sl I U] o Y g SUN &Y o SIS s 5 05

s

L1 i & 1 B565 " ISV Ol S5 od ) B (G 1 B e o 4 Bcel) G it Lo
Ao ‘.\}:} coddixe ot ab C;j L§'U| JK.Z;Y\ U"CJ"‘«J J‘iﬁu‘ L;;‘,M‘M J:Ajv,\"‘ﬁ‘ é';)/;:’:;fm
JSia liia 0] (g oty 5 ¢SSl o Lo Y5 0] Cond Lo sl 5 OB olalize VI Oleas| L sl liall T
Aoy SO e (8 0550 Y iy ol o ) o 6l g sl 15 5 m Y &Y o

2SO St e Jaladl (3 aegin g @31 H1 il 3 L) .Y

ng 201 5ol o A o 3 W OLA s Sl ol o s 201 o ol 0 NISEY ] 3 0)
M\\M,@j¢@)ﬁhb&@ﬂ\%§&p}cgl.ul#\jng\auj&»u):w%%jcu:ﬂyi)y}
PN T ol s 5 o s (5 5510 1 308 p Lo g Lo oy 201 Bl 3 e ol 8 51K
Follan 3 o SO (S s (@311 cpldl 38

2SI O St (6310 ppall b el &glie Y, Y

Ol JB codall Jal o Jal s SIISYT Y Lpadato Y g oo 201 o il JSC2L (50t

G-

elebol 51 25 5" G5 Glabl L8 O 5l S0 ekl 5 gl 2 Fols (55 0 pmald) 5591 o oLl 2S5 11"

34 ‘Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad Aba Zur‘ah Ibn Zanjalah, Hujjat al-Qira’at (Dar al-Risalah, n.d.),
606.

35 Ibn Zanjalah, 608.
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al-Arn2’ut (Beirut: Mu’assasah al-Risalah, 1985), 17:588; Khayr al-Din ibn Mahmid al-Zirikli, al-A4%am
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al-Atibba’ (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-Tlmiyyah, 1998), 3:44.

® ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Majdib, al-Imam al-Hakim Fakbr al-Din al-Razi Min Khilal Tafsiribi (al-Dar al-
‘Arabiyyah li al-Kitab, 1976), 29.

4 Muhammad ibn ‘Umar Abt ‘Abd Allah Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, al-Mabhsil (Beirut: Mu’assasah al-Risalah,
1997), 1:34.

%0 ‘Abd al-Wahhab ibn ‘Al al-Subki, Tabagat al-Shafiiyyah al-Kubra (Beirut: Dar Ihya’ al-Kitab al-‘Arabi,
n.d.), 7:242 & 8:86.



44 al-Burhan Journal of Qur’an and Sunnah Studies, Vol. 5, Spec. Issue 1, 2021

8N Gl e st ;\;\Ju‘wymujudm(,w&‘mdmuf .
iS00 LT R G G u’@f;uoﬁdgdkgéncdg\
sk gdi i

3 Bl Ol aladlly Sl OF 6 o (s B aladly Sl o 31135 @
STl SV (5 slazy 4ladl OF g G A OB o sl aliadl all 5 5o
aladl e Jag oF g 2V o Lol o 5y L 5N e Slin oy ¢ Jadl 3 A
Cor s gl abd) Lo g ISl OY ¢ aldl aakay 8 Sl L codo 5 Qs bl
AU e U o s g ol s 480

JSlly wlzdl G Lol Talas 35 S0 0 3) toladly JKall 2 Jo @31 )1 T o
;,;;”c,e;;ﬁ;fﬁp;\;"Lg;\js\Ju‘t”;yiwjémwxwo\;ujwui
N Pt e T P PP (P EOR RO Joy:d s
S AL

oo i iz ol (S (Ul iy el agh G L) [, 0 3l el I s @
ji;i\ﬁ}":&\m)dummb&&w»\,}\ﬂ|wgmuﬁ|@u
i ¥ W5l 38T b rwisl 856 Ll o ¥ g Y1 L2 46 Ll
sH A N5 gk Cu\&a;»w\ JeVa ca6 g Le,quju;;g;i\;mw
55530 Je &}EY-U‘ 3% Jie 35 5V 30 GHEG o B s QW w1 RpEpEe:
55 s Kb 0 B, G 55 05 e B0 5 1 5 0 st

SN Sl ga el 5" sl ¥ 155 358V &L " S5 Sl il " Sl (51 Nt o
tgb Lo IS e Sl s 3 sl 3T el OT A1 ISty s I

Sl Gle; OF G301 pL¥1 6 1ol Hsdl Gy Slwldl mall plaaYl @
;AJ&.:\HOﬁfts@;‘jﬁmudﬂ\wﬁ\o@w@ww%&q,;,ﬂj
&% ';wjmﬂmruwwd&b“ "l amy JB oAl LU dalad)

=

19

T LA 52 asln 8 &w\»wmwm!\‘so\,mmru%“

S al-Razi, Mafatib al-Ghayb, 7:138.
52 al-Razi, 7:139.
53 al-Razi, 7:144-145.



45 al-Burhan Journal of Qur’an and Sunnah Studies, Vol. 5, Spec. Issue 1, 2021

Sl oo 5 5 g8 0 01 Oy 531 53501 3 85" ST o 5 5 sy
SRCIAN [

PV OIS o3 g Al axbs s oz gy 5 JSll 3 LG bl ol lazu1 s s
o836V el e 5 el S Y e Lz 15 2 b o dbl sy (55311
L&Lf}é}l\J}.’JbL@,A.&Z.}Lq-ybQJ@%}HSJUld%QAJM|c§JL}Q&WYHJ&
ek 5 5 o3 BT B3 IS ik D3T3 s V12 08 o oals Yol 05 0"
3L olgatdl s Ay Uzl s "o g 15 gl s dalalls Jro ol pnain 5
LU LY e YY)

i o e S O Slme] "5laee NI &5 G 5LV " als & 31 LN sl
Gnb s o S OLAN Slomel o5 oo ol Il am Ml oes ¢ Glabls BUIYI (3wl
gy LS 25 Glalls BV S e 2L Glad) JSCal ads ol OLSI
G by colpladl o 2aShl ey (3 o a5 V) SISV 085 § 3iie 8 a2
O G ginds 5l Oy (8 o (LBl O, 3 O n cpponldl Jans s s 5
L Jeskdl s S e o

2SI OT 2 IS 183 (8 (6310 cplll b oLl e ¥, Y
28 M G raalin ST oy SO ST 81 JS0 03 G elehall 0 B s ol 53 325 02
8 pLe i el Il s (35 eSS S il 55 ol a8 oy
Y BN o SO OTA S 83 3 510 el

&Jw‘aﬁwhm@*‘ﬁju

s\l azy 5 ¢ o sl o 53 Il SNISKENT Gld o s 201 o 2l 3 (5 allall 5 5lacll
ngi.\,iwaus&jwm;%uy\&v@)gu,z)wuﬁwg\up,@\wcéw}u
w3l Pl e il a5 3 Sl Lo o gl o el U5l o5 il Lo s 51 1 JISCEY)

1l b o sl

5% al-Razi, 10:110.
55 al-Zarkashi, al-Burban Fi ‘Ulam al-Qur’an, 1:35.

% al-Razi, al-Munazarat, 101.

57 Muhammad ibn ‘Umar Abd ‘Abd Allih Fakhr al-Din al-Rizi, Nihdyat al-Ijaz Fi Dirayat al-Ijaz (Dir

Sadir, 2004), 11, 28 & 241-46.



46 al-Burhan Journal of Qur’an and Sunnah Studies, Vol. 5, Spec. Issue 1, 2021

fav: ;\,W%L;;ju_e:,;ucwfj&, . "'faﬂsj%dumdf
Lete s T T e 250 Min g 005085 Y 0 gy 5 05 Y Al p g SUSTI O o oy
S pehs )Y 06,80 €055 5 W ks 5 o i) 0 5,0 2015
LYY el o@ﬁﬁwuu) 4005 6%, D) &J\]%wu;mewﬁ
SNl el 1Y 3 LR S5 slzely SV Gy ed b J s s (5 all 5l 2
I b 0355 Y5 058 Y (6 25 b O gl ol gad Ll 5 8 bl A1 M) sl
sl Vg (od o s O momy V3 050 Y el 0 RUST o g lendls pUSU5 &5 01 ok Jor a5
b 5 A e

ST e ool V€ N1 %@ﬁé@é@i@&@uﬁgﬁﬁogw&w;
s Yo (g ok s e ol s el cyascnbs o 0 5 cp0 DL YT G L 55 5 51
L;(;;L.L)Lp‘pcu\JJ\w‘j}i&bwcrw\wcﬂ&JM\J}\}\JL@&&)\)\
o 2035 D5 e G p3l (s Slael g e B gl sl 1N LT c\eQYHUM
eIkl Ol 5 e 1l el a3 o O 552 10 sV T 3ot U p3TY )5 (g ol
Skl el g sle oy |5l

jé{a%wsz@wwi[zv;f;\]%@;@?u;ﬂ\d;m%um;
G55 Qs i) J 5 e il LASIS5 [V s ] 42y el el als SERHe
i 3 30T SIAG" 63101 J6 ¢ Jondll g Lol Lo Wi a5 LY 1plat1] L2
ﬁ;“ftjnfuagdnmw;juﬁgwy\wgu,zj;a,aw(tugﬁ,@wmm)v@&g;
‘W\ubb&\ﬂmmﬂ\ov\ﬁd\g)J\uLalwdc)L@b(ab)u\fl

LY 101N @0, & )ju.\rs—_axd\ 5355 b 41 J 43
|1AL§)-\,S|J\)~T¢;}‘\"‘%§;\4;\ JE T s e ) o ) Bt o ey
Y elle abar 45 ¢ 201 08T el A de o Joall 0L iy 0l Cudd s RY1 Gy e b JSCEY
V) o o Jlas bl iy ) s 211 J 50 5 el o) 21 8500 50 i) O 5 61
Tl i Y] fexs Y A OT e gl L cile Jaadl 055 e

%8 al-Razi, Mafatib al-Ghayb, 11:412, 10:85 & 30:777.

% al-Razi, 29:348-349.

60 al-Razi, 13:15-16.

¢! Tbn al-Hajjaj al-Naysabiri Muslim, Sabih Muslim (Beirut: Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-‘Arabi, n.d.), no. 7300.
62 al-Razi, Mafatih al-Ghayb, 14:244.



47 al-Burhan Journal of Qur’an and Sunnah Studies, Vol. 5, Spec. Issue 1, 2021

oo LYY s pell] & 3K 3 55T s
D)4 o ntl] @Gkl o5 B8 V1,30 8053 e e 22 a2 T s 1 U3 o
b1 0T (310l a8 il do T T ds b of ol 552 Y T e Jos 1 ¥ e s
SE ST A BN i, AT e ST 4 e oSS 5 ¢ e
fuwd}f\mu:ﬁi}r_@w\;
¢ o T eglenn 5 ol o I3 (3 il 255 JSCENT ) LY Gy o (6531 oz 1S
.w&j&uumm@mbuséﬂ?;j
ok Y,Y,Y
E)JéjcL@.&@JJ%Y\WQQY\wL&Q}CJQBQ@\wéd&.f«l@,\é
it e (31,0105 ekl o BT Gleell JIKEN 335 s 5T geid) D3] 3 g AN o el
I 5T gl T o s L ¢ s el 0 50 ) ety 5 36 el s 3 o A1 2y
gl lo I3 Je s el ) oy Y 6 anaseilly
;e—:‘ 553l Gl G238 51 85305 1 0558 Gl ds 1 U5
By 53l G555 i 55 Geallih Jlos U5 o Lol VY 15,20 & 732
Jmwwu,ﬂ,«;wuW\;\Wu@w@xﬂ[vb a,m]o@};\ J\\;»,a:ﬁ} U
R @USJ“‘é»;J! CJ@QWW(,.L.JQUM@ Js cngsj\jﬂ of & il Y i
VT le 0585 0F el G oY1 0TS OGN iy asde ) el g oW1 OB e
Gl poe e V1 g o U el J 5300 e sl sl e el J 53015 clocine
J Yy daadly Sl ol ppad tomaliz Gl lael oY 5 dale e o311 e
(S8 o ST Tl 2 3Tl Lt U5 25 5 oy SIS Y Lt 3 ) L3 s 0
23 VRV lede Ll Jlaanll ol dmy o 5 g o > Vo i LY e J AL o 1 O
w0 e sl il
olebadt 1537 o Tyl 51 Toliznad JISCEYY ity Lo ey gkl Bzl o 2l Lo a5 Y,Y,Y

‘N

x\‘ N

,/,

63 al-Razi, 27:595.

64 al-Razd, al-Mabsil, 3:322.

QU5 gty ) s S ) Lelon a3 a5 (3 850 09 oS Yk 1 i By " (501 JG o ST C_.MJL Dl gl S 3 i S
"y el Al et e

6 al-Razi, Mafatih al-Ghayb, 6:492-494.



48 al-Burhan Journal of Qur’an and Sunnah Studies, Vol. 5, Spec. Issue 1, 2021

oo b amgis O U colimay O8I (Ja5 Ll Lo Ly il sy (3101 OIS
G $Y55 350 JBp Jls 61 8 G 1l (IS iy b ool s (5 L g 5 ol o
et o o Jalt U553 3 cadead il s ol 0T 60l 5 S5 dIVA 13,81 22 581 5
I 31 0 s 50201 255 a0l ) BB 5 B BT 3 N it i i
.‘;i;;ﬁ@b&;‘;iﬁ;a&fq¢:;,;gsfg;uj\gs.;éggigzz;ﬁxjﬁjé"u,wdmj
e R e SN 2 T A I :_;Aj.f\?\] (;?L@j’ii;\jﬁ; :JE J6

s VT sl 6 35 1508 JE TS5 5 T adle 5 B s i U5 s
iy eVl i S8 gy OY woalh e "y s " SR B 8 IS &Y
Qib te S sl U o alb e Jadlll o (310 oo L gl iSOl (o 0 3oy
(Bl e 15555 o515 S pedl s a5 iy Ll OF Je by Gl OF 1L
08 il a5 (5 DB cade A Blowal 5 ads 3 il o3 e dos L el G oy sl 5
JB el ade ool ol OF I OF 552 Y &l 38Ul Yl ed ot "d 3l Via sled e Joy L
e M Sl e ool o g8 Ldle o a5 e (3101 08 57"y 1 o5 o Lo
de Jot ol (o Sae s o e sl 0580 T eledas Ol p ) o B1S- W oal ) OF 125
o BB STy im0 52 10 5 055 51 cadde WY climaV1 G o Gl 5 ISl
e o 8 UL 3 WG T 5l o S & ey g5 ) 8 58 o b 3112 W T el 5V for
Pkl agde sl T o Ulej oS o ] 5505 Ul (35 58

Lgnn S s VIS 20 U1 el S0 4 5 Y,Y,¢

el Al e e Olel 3 e L gndl sadaze sl 5 Bl dnemn Lo 1 s OT 31U 5
GV oy 25 e sl om0 b b 0l ¥ 55 Oo9es Ly 33015 63 51
e w5l n K2 w5 e 31 o Wb e a1 ol el 55 n s setll T il
tel3 Jle 5 eV e JIKEY o

¢ al-Razi, 19:378-379.
¢7 al-Razi, 13:39-40.
68 al-Razi, 13:40-42.



49 al-Burhan Journal of Qur’an and Sunnah Studies, Vol. 5, Spec. Issue 1, 2021

Come SLaSUlg 5m 13 VY toblall] 00,5508 Sine Job dls 41 J 8 3
do 2V e 3V o0 5 Gand) O s v 520 615 LS 5 ity 0 S ol oy
Wl e I Jed1s Gilor e oo 85U ol OF eais 5 (Jlas bl (] oenll dnd 2l 5513801
I3 s B Cynlal 3 s b ol Gl OL JSEYT s e 31 0 Ol 85 (U
o p 3 Y el Sl OF "k g ) e DL g0 oSy s s e bl o s )
05555 Jostl e fomd cneasYl e L oS (Ll b ] 0L s L b 5 o6 e L2
ool dae 201G ol o1 el (3 Coall

ol B st 3 sneatly &, 805 136 gually L ol Sl s 41 J 3 g
5 G g I3 ey (N8 all] 480,655 2 Y gl B2 36 5o o5 o
LYol g sl o g2 ISV 1ds (511 w3 5 5 o) allall 8 s "0 gliall " ks
ot SIS g Tz ajlzel o8 I O a s s 31 5 105NN 10 8 U3 G S 6 ey ST
CUSHIANP g5 ke Gl O (g1 e0] Jow blin) s Lo o8 10Tt A1 50 515
Mo oy Lgans 133l ol eV 5T as el Y Leanl OIS 13]5 ‘_}.ud\wu\ S asde 0
D oIS i e 6l A A J B ey 28 (51 O Ol SN s e SIS e
Wl i) ) A U 055 Jls

(Sl o S fr Y,Y,0

Jasl oy 1 211 el e Jaomcs JSEU i Ul (oSl 5001 Jrr
Ol W [TV & 5] ‘%M afuﬁ,ii%&wmd)suuﬂj‘a@ajucy,uyM\y}
o Mool SLEHIS" W5 6 g A slims Lo (310 el JUos bl do I Ul slimar Ol

% Tbn al-Jazari, al-Nashr Fi al-Qird’at al-Ashr, 2:356.

70 al-Razi, Mafatih al-Ghayb, 26:324; Ibn al-Jazari, al-Nashr Fi al-Qird’at al-Ashr, 2:352; ‘Abd al-Fattih

ibn ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Qadi, al-Budiir al-Zabirah Fi al-Qird’at al-Ashr al-Mutawatirab Min Tarigay al-

Shatibiyyab Wa al-Durrab (Beirut: Dar al-Kitab al-‘Arabi, n.d.), 1:268.

B s 3 oIKI AE 1" gk W s 2T 3205 & oanby B oy spnn aly ol ol 5613 BT S5 08 o8 Sl 1) e

g B3 o0 2 Sandl 5 Ay Bl ok 22 4 05 56555 G sl 5855 @) eedd g BBl e o) et B g 5 28
) RETOF PRSI

7' Ibn Hanbal, al-Musnad, Musnad Hadith ‘Ugbah ibn ‘Amir al-Juhani, no. 17409.

72 al-Razi, Mafatih al-Ghayb, 26:323-324.

73 al-Razi, 12:402.



50 al-Burhan Journal of Qur’an and Sunnah Studies, Vol. 5, Spec. Issue 1, 2021

08 Ui QWA G oSl AV g A1 e e 95 3082 205 LB S K
Loy bl 4 V5 35 Jeas Yo - QoS5 ol e ] 4GS 85
8ol pn o ¢ vz Il T (g gl Gl Jo Bl am g 2 gl o bl g 2l gime 0Ly Y, ¥,

s g wsley O A1 G e

Balll ol J) by 3101 0 anlasal 8 a5 oF Balll 31,30 Lty JSCaN1 018 13)
slel o g e gl Al T as Jﬂ\}w\yogﬁdmyn AL cporlall o g 3l
Pl e g ¢ou SIOT N G 5o

e OY e "l pltenal 3 IS DY Vo) 162585 cal5 3 s il U 8
s o J 5 1Y O 8 O sl e DS w3 (3 3 M1 6 85 ool 55 0555 i anlal
rar oo YN ol g8 W1 el Gl Lo s S e oy 1 OF oSl ol
e L A e e e s e T e 05505

wadii Gloyp o 5T Lt 2 LBl A ISty Castlallt 0Ly Y,Y,V

O ¥ s G2l,2 Vs ¢ o sb i gl =50 VI 2250 8GN 5 didal 5101 9 5 )
JS @83 G S o AL Gl Lo Ol s Vel s ki s e gl (3 el (3 OT A Slne] 5
talle s A1 Gladls (il Glany IS

L8 sa] friednl 5,28 Ol 5L 1 d b Jg g
£ 3o 1S3 o 6510l L s ] 2t 30 6 005 ST 552 225 2, 50
G S5 it N3 WS U s 8 2018 e 3 0 sy O 8 A1 85 50 Bl G L5 a1
oo At Ol e i S el OF (6l 6 W Lo Jod ol 8 g (3 Lesley Lol ¢ il
vl Sl dsY

G\ B Ladlls Bladl plasl oo b U oy il o sl 2 L I8 AL (6510 oy 135
B L 3,5 ccp il op 1St Y1 0T (3101 83 ([ € 101 0e JT] e@@;ﬁi’ Jslh Jbs J
G o Beo L 8,6 0SSOI b dls bl e 3 1 ol el b OB L1 S35 cal3 05 il

P
/T To//n

N E 336 5 21 5 VT O A5 " Wyl Yo 05 b on b iS5 5501 ol 553

74 al-Razi, 7:139.

75 al-Razi, 19:79.

76 al-Razi, Nibayat al-ljaz Fi Dirdyat al-I5iz, 26.
77 al-Razi, Mafatih al-Ghayb, 19:66.



51 al-Burhan Journal of Qur’an and Sunnah Studies, Vol. 5, Spec. Issue 1, 2021

PPN JJ fjjb‘(.ubwﬂd\uuwbgw\u\;;gv‘uw L;bum\(dsy
! .39\,,4;(.1;\m\j@uu;;w&u;g;(}s%u
Jesbl Y B2llh jal ye d gatalt 3 5T SSEY 1085 Lo s (3 Janll JIl slzed Y,Y,A
o 4 Jeo W5 lonnal G 631 5 055 3o L2V e 3 Sl Jand) LIl Jooy
e (Sl Ll 1 Jor s ¢ Jandl s 3 S0 5l 4 2 " il Gl " S ]
sl e L& Gl O Of5 s b a1 A1 O oS VL sl s 0B ¢ Ll Il
eI T G 1 1310 by L Tl s v 5l ey ¢ Jusbd) ) by 6 o S0 T30S
CIEH Qb il J g5 1l el o s elals B Y LD Gl g Uit L ltel Lo il s
M.,u\,wtuﬁwuywuﬁw&wy,m[u mm]%@.@m\ Sl
o JB5 (dl il ] L 5 Lmale (258 oo Lede OT, 01 IV L Ol Caludl ] o o5
Bl mes oy il i yills chandly ddm Ul Gisdaze Olee de ) o CndSCl
SBT3 a2 088 00 p W 55 g 10 0GR G555 ) U6 8 oLV
" ol LSS GG
Gkl LS b Lz ¥1 8,35 A b Y,v,4
el e s (3 U 51 g oISl lall G 0 30 008 2 (531 56
OB O Jof 41 J 8 & 1alltny ¢ SO0 Sk 085 (3 L 3BT ) 2SS oLz 3 255
o al G Wi SRV b ) o 5 cnd LAY 105301 M CRAINATHE SN
A e dsaall s Lo s s ol sl ondy @31 0101 e b a1 ol 8 )
o &S o i 3 88 RV 01 S5 o Al e gl 5 2SI syl JISEYT JIST L5 ¢ Lol

Cf‘d;}pbb‘u’}‘wbd);|}"LJ‘J“’)Q)L*M‘“L)‘”JJ“‘)"’UL“MLI“J‘OJS
j;;WL«;T O pIEII138 &ye 35 215" I o5 oy S Y1 o Leikass sl T b 201 il
y};éj;ig{\jaiéj_%jj\\.uu J;JJ.U\¢ﬁu\,m;§§25u|3>w&;ym3

Jp*iu’é JJJJ|L};94¢J}3|w&ﬁ‘u\mf&‘_}..l.mrjﬁejﬂjﬂ|MJ¢-);‘1M\JM¢J>-

78 al-Razi, 7:133.

7 Muhammad ibn ‘Umar Abt ‘Abd Allah Fakhr al-Din al-Razi, Ta’is al-Taqdis, ed. Ahmad Hijazi al-
Saqa (Cairo: Maktabah al-Kulliyyat al-Azhariyyah, 1986), 220.

8 al-Razi, Mafatih al-Ghayb, 12:395.
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ABSTRACT: The books of the sunnah are historical documents with reports from the wisest of whom
the world has known. Defaming the sunnah by looking superficially at the isnads and the mutins -as
being done by some advocates of modernity- is often not meant to refute a particular hadith; rather,
to denounce the entire sunnah and the rulings which are derived from it. This research revolves
around the subject of mushkil al-hadith, the difference between it and mukhtalif al-hadith, and the
correct methodology in addressing problematic hadith texts. The authors adopted the inductive-
analytical approach in collecting indicants and extrapolating their imperatives. The research
reached several conclusions: a mushkil is an ambiguous state that can only be resolved through
extensive contemplation and consideration; a mushkil is relative, so what is ambiguous to a person
may be clear to others; and a mushkil may be resolved through reconciliation, preference, abrogation
and some other legitimate approaches of dealing with religious texts.

Keywords & phrases: mushkil al-hadith; hadith studies; hadith terminologies; defending the Sunnah; Islam
and modernity.
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! al-Bukhari, al-Jami‘ al-Musnad al-Sabib al-Mukbtasar Min Umiir Rasul Allab Wa Sunanibi Wa Ayyamibi
no. 103.

2 al-Bukhari no. 4776; Muslim, al-Musnad al-Sapih al-Mukbtasar Min al-Sunan Bi Naql al-‘adl ‘an al-
Adl Ila Rasul Allab no. 124.

3 Muslim, al-Musnad al-Sabib al-Mukhtasar Min al-Sunan Bi Naql al-Adl ‘an al-Adl Ila Rasul Allah no.
686.

4 Ibn Taymiyyah, Majmi‘ al-Fatawa, 17:307.
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> al-Suyati, Tadrib al-Rawi Fi Sharb Taqrib al-Nawawi, 2:651.

¢ al-Sakhawi, Fath al-Mughith Bi Sharp Alfiyyat al-Hadith, 3:71.

7 Ibn ‘Abd al-Hadi, al- Ugiid al-Durriyyah Min Manaqib Shaykb al-Islam Ibn Taymiyyab, 21.
8 al-Dubaykhi, Apadith al-‘Aqidab al-Mutawabbam Ishkaluba Fi al-Sabihayn, 31 onwards.

? al-Suyuti, Alfiyyat al-Suyiti Fi Ilm al-Hadith, 178.
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10 31-Shafi, ‘Tkhtilaf al-Hadith’, 40.

W al-Suyuti, Tadrib al-Rawi Fi Sharh Taqrib al-Nawawi, 2:180.
12 al-Sakhawi, Fath al-Mughith Bi Sharh Alfiyyat al-Hadith, 3:71.
13 Ibn Qutaybah, Ta’wil Mukbtalif al-Hadith, 117.
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14 Tbn Qutaybah, Ta’wil Mukbtalif al-Hadith, see for instance: 96, 103, 104, 107, 108, 110, 114, 121, 144.
15 Tbn Qutaybah, see: 111, 180, 181, 227, 279.

16 Tbn Qutaybah, see: 91, 94, 165.

17 Tbn Qutaybah, see: 241.

18 Ibn Qutaybah, see: 137 and it is only in this example; al-Khayyat, Mukbtalif al-Hadith Bayna al-
Mubaddithin Wa al-"Usaliyyin al-Fuqaha’: Dirdasab Hadithiyyab Usaliyyab Fighiyyah Tabliliyyah, 402.

1 Hammad, Mukbtalif al-Hadith Bayna al-Fuqaha’ Wa al-Mubaddithin, 65.

20 al-Dhahabi, Tadbkirat al-Huffaz, 2:633.

2l Hammad, Mukbtalif al-Hadith Bayna al-Fuqaha’ Wa al-Mubaddithin, 65.
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22 Tbn al-Salah, Ma‘rifat Anwa“ ‘Uliam al-Hadith, 173.

3 al-Suyuti, Tadrib al-Rawi Fi Sharb Taqrib al-Nawaw, 2:181.

24 Tbn Kathir, Ikbtisar ‘Uliim al-Hadith, 169.

25 al-Tahawi, Sharh Mushkil al-Athar, 1:3.

% al-Khayyat, Mukbtalif al-Hadith Bayna al-Mubaddithiin Wa al-’Usiliyyin al-Fuqaba’ Dirdsab
Hadithiyyab Usaliyyab Figbiyyab Tabliliyyah, 413.
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27 al-Hanafi, al-Mu‘tasar Min al-Mukbtasar Min Mushkil al-Athar, 1:3.
28 Tbn Furak, Mushkil al-Hadith Wa Bayanubu, see for instance: 42, 128, 134, 142, 146, 152, 160.
2 Tbn Farak, see: 107, 114, 457.
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3 Tbn Firak, see: 254.

31 Tbn Farak, see: 134, 140.

32 Ibn Firak, see: 215.

33 Tbn Firak, see: 148.

3 Ibn Firak, see: 207.

3 Tbn Firak, see: 202, 103.

% Tbn Firak, see: 477.

37 Ibn Furak, see: 167 -168.

8 Hammad, Mukbtalif al-Hadith Bayna al-Fuqaha’ Wa al-Mubaddithin, 72-74.
3% Ibn Furak, Mushkil al-Hadith Wa Bayanubu, 525.
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 Salim, Dar’ Ta‘arud al-‘Aql Wa al-Nagl, 5:236.

' Tbn al-Jawzi, Kashf al-Mushkil Min Hadith al-Sabibayn, 1:6.
42 Tbn al-Jawzi, 1:16.

# Tbn al-Jawzi, 1:24-26.
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“ Xatib Celebi, Kashf al-Zunin ‘an Asami al-Kutub Wa al-Funiin, 2:1495.
 Tbn Taymiyyah, Majmi‘ al-Fatawa, 4:169.

4 Tbn al-Jawzi, Kashf al-Mushkil Min Hadith al-Sabibayn, 1:15-16.

47 Tbn al-Jawzi, 2:81.

4 Tbn al-Jawzi, 2:70.

# Tbn al-Jawzi, 3:161.

50 Tbn al-Jawzi, 1:18.

51 Tbn al-Jawrzi, 3:245 and 1:47-48.

52 Ibn al-Jawzi, 3:70.
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53 See the editorial remark in: Ibn Jarir al-Tabari, Tahdhib al-Athar Wa Tafiil al-Thabit ‘an Rasil Allah
Min al-Akbbar, 10 (Musnad ‘Ali ibn Abi Talib).

5% al-Khattabi, Maalim al-Sunan (Sharh Sunan Abi Dawiid), 2:10.

55 al-Khattabi, 2:140.
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% al-Khattabi, 2:140.

57 al-Khattabi, 2:141.

58 al-Khatib al-Baghdadi, al-Jami‘ Li Akblaq al-Rawi Wa Adab al-Sami’, 2:212.

%% al-Khattabi, Ma‘alim al-Sunan (Sharh Sunan Abi Dawid), 3:21.

60 al-Bukhari, al-Jami‘ al-Musnad al-Sabih al-Mukhtasar Min Umir Rasul Allab Wa Sunanibi Wa
Ayyamibi, no. 2561; Muslim, al-Musnad al-Sabib al-Mukbtasar Min al-Sunan Bi Nagl al-‘adl ‘an al-‘Adl
Il Rasul Allab, no. 3776.

61 al-Khattabi, Ma‘alim al-Sunan (Sharh Sunan Abi Dawid), 4:61.
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62 Tbn Taymiyyah, Majmi‘ al-Fatawa, 3:338.

63 al-Khattabi, Ma‘alim al-Sunan (Sharh Sunan Abi Dawid), 4:72.

¢4 Muslim, al-Musnad al-Sabih al-Mukbtasar Min al-Sunan Bi Nagl al-adl ‘an al-‘Adl Ila Rasul Allah, no.
6774.
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65 al-Khattabi, Ma‘alim al-Sunan (Sharh Sunan Abi Dawid), 1:57.

¢ al-Khattabi, 4:310.

¢7 al-Hafnawi, al-TaGrud Wa al-Tarfih inda al-"Usiliyyin Wa Atharubuma Fi al-Figh al-Islams, 38.
68 al-Khattabi, Ma‘alim al-Sunan (Sharh Sunan Abi Dawid), 4:192.
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ABSTRACT: The hadith which mentions the desire of Prophet Muhammad to burn down the houses
of the hypocrites who did not join the congregational prayer is considered as one of the problematic
hadiths discussed by scholars. Several issues such as its contradiction to other hadith and the
obligatory status of congregational prayer implied by the text have been often raised. This research
retraces the lines of transmission of the hadith and evaluates their statuses. It also deals with four
main problems related to the text of the hadith. The findings reveal that the hadith is a sound hadith
and the contradictions were mainly due to its multiple versions which can be reconciled and solved.
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congregational prayer.
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Mugqtasid (Dar Ibn Hazm, 1995), 2:339.
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 Ibn Rushd, Bidayat al-Mujtahid Wa Nibayat al-Muqtasid, 2:339.
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% Sulayman ibn Khalaf al-Qurtubi al-Andalusi Aba al-Walid al-Baji, al-Muntaqa Sharb al-Muwatta
(Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-Tlmiyyah, 1999), 3:321.



86 al-Burhan Journal of Qur’an and Sunnah Studies, Vol. 5, Spec. Issue 1, 2021

Aas Il 3 5T S oy S5 OIS s clillas L k5 s il 5 o ool 0 S5
B bl gy L)) 1B 5 5 0 T e 55 Lol e 15 el oy (5 5 cLoluas 01
oSl oS Gl A sl e JB o3 GLIL L g5 T8 o J B3G5 6306 puor 5 0] 10 Emy 3
Sl ey g s (U I3 L 2o 5 OB bl Y L g Y L1015 6306 5 B9 153 2 0

e A Ll UL G ol oS 3 D o0 S35 0y G Lo s T a2l 611
oS sl AL gy Z s i lonll Gyl Sl 525 seadl ] cnd o a1 T Sl
B L o 13l 0558 cOlaandl 5 iy Al ol o0 SIS e BN oS o el 500
.sM\y\}jﬁyuﬂé}QT

G e G Al e e -0

ol o el D5 Lo 05 55 el 39all 85 a5l O g0 050 OF Jant
"B G AU o de 1T OM] e pon T foxd 5 o g 3V shoo ol

el o s o G A O A Jal D i g s 4t U5 05 OF Juzt
s i e 1318 5 BN iy VT e s gk 385 1 il O L1 0,8 01 552
"ea3Lsl 5L 15 el sl J pall s b a5 g5 e ad o3T Lo dSUN G5 cndS N il
e O L sy o e Sl AU il O e 50

Ao 15 Gl @bl 3] izt b et Lo kgl e Ol il Sy 1 gt 61 )
Cons A gy L)) 10 485 T o Iy 1l SIS 3 0SS WL ol
OF oS5l o8 Gl 1 A Ul e B o3 QUL Lo i 2 ool 3 G316 5 G306 35 0] 10
L e g e I (LA 51530 Lt gt 5 0 el V] L oy Y L1 0] B35 5 63613 ,4
COUIN S5 VUL Gl W) LI gadt 5n 4 2 s il OF s anis 05505 o Lo 03

e e Bl aadl g 8l la 055 Mo ade
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* Tbn Hajar al-‘Asqalani, Fath al-Bari Sharh Sabih al-Bukbari, 6:194.
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‘Azbawi, 2nd ed. (Makkah: Umm al-Qura University, 2001), 2:292.
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62 Musa Shahin Lashin, Fath al-Mun‘im Sharb Sabih Muslim (Cairo: Dar al-Shurtq, 2020), 3:372.

63 Muhammad ibn ‘Ali Aba al-Fath Taqiy al-Din Ibn Daqiq al-‘Id, Ihkam al-Abkam Sharh Umdat al-
Abkam (Cairo: Maktabah al-Sunnah, 1994), 1:197.

64 Muhammad ibn ‘Ali ibn Adam al-Ithyibi, Dhakhirat al-Ugba Fi Sharb al-Mujtabi (Riyadh: Dar al-
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Bibar (Beirut: Dar al-Kutub al-TImiyyah, 2002), 4:64.

68 al-Haskafi, 4:64.
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7 Muhammad ibn Ismail al-Amir al-San‘dni, Subul al-Salam Sharb Buligh al-Maram, ed. Muhammad
Nasir al-Din al-Albani (Riyadh: Maktabah al-Madrif, 2006), 2:264.

7 ‘Abd al-Salam ibn ‘Abd Allah Aba al-Barakat Majd al-Din Ibn Taymiyyah, al-Muntaqa Min Akbbar al-
Moustafa (Cairo: al-Maktabah al-Tijariyyah al-Kubra, 1931), 4:140.

80 ‘Abd al-Qadir Audah, al-Tashri‘ al-Jina’ al-Islami Mugaranan Bi al-Qaniin al-Wad (Beirut: Dar al-
Kitab al-‘Arabi, n.d.), 1:706.
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ABSTRACT: Many overlapping factors contributed to the appearance of problematic and
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legislation, and knowledge. Since the efforts taken by hadith scholars are multifaceted, it has
contributed in turn to the methodological construction of this unique school. However, many issues
such as ambiguity, similarity, and perceptual disparity, have led to the different approaches of
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different schools of thought. This paper is concerned with studying and employing the methodology
of dealing with problematic and problematised hadiths. It suggests several principles and strategies
to tackle and solve the problem, all of which were derived from the established sciences of hadith
criticism.
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