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Preface

Medical negligence is principally concerned with the tort of negligence 
applied in the specific context of the provision of health care. As the 
law of torts is mostly based on case law, a thorough knowledge of cases 
is essential in understanding the subject. Thus, it is useful to know the 
development of cases in the area of medical negligence to be able to 
understand the application of the principles of law on negligence to new 
factual circumstances affecting the medical profession. The discussion 
in the cases of medical negligence should also serve to illustrate the 
limits of liability and offer instant insight into proper analysis of the 
problem.

The aim of writing this book is to provide case summaries pertaining 
to medical negligence in Malaysia from 1950s to 2020 together with a 
brief commentary for each case. The current availability of electronic 
sources on these cases may allow the readers to have easy access 
to the cases but at times, studying the cases could be baffling and 
the judgment may be confusing due to the lengthy discussions on 
the facts and principles of law. This book provides the readers with 
summarised explanation of the facts and decision of the cases together 
with the relevant extract of the court’s judgment. So far, there has yet to 
be any casebook written on medical negligence in Malaysia. Available 
casebooks on medical negligence are only focusing on the English and 
Australian cases. Therefore, this book would be a useful and thorough 
guide, especially for students and academics learning about medical 
negligence in Malaysia. Similarly, the medical and legal professions 
will find the book informative and relevant to the medico-​legal setting.

Professor Dr Puteri Nemie Jahn Kassim
February 6, 2021
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