4/22/2021 Plan now for back-to-campus trip

r PHILIPS

Starting tomorrow

Indonesia navy &> P | P e

searchin S Man falls to his death
_ searching for :

expired social pass

from third floor Suria

« ~ submarine with 53 . holders must apply e ; »
" aboard DI/ for special pass shopping ma
A MAI
Plan now for back-to-campus trip | MOST POPULAR

MOST READ

By Dzulkifli Abdul Razak - May 7, 2020 @ 12:05am

13m QO Icardi, Neymar fire PSG into French Cup
semis

O

19m Sharmendran targets podium in Paris

@)

25m Watch: Guerreiro keeps Dortmund in

Champions League hunt

33m (O Deadly blast at Pakistan hotel hosting China
ambassador

@)

34m Pocket Rocketman in WADA orbit

@)

43m Gritty Man City move closer to Premier

League title

49m (O Syahmi's deadly touch is back

getting Covid-19 inoculation

(File pic) It is time to plan how to bring them back to campuses in stages. -
NSTP/AIZUDDIN SAAD

NATION Apr 16,2021 @ 2:12pm

. Tumpat villagers sign up for vaccine in
house-to-house campaign

NOW that not fewer than 4,000 students have criss-crossed the country to

"balik kampung" since April 27, it is time to plan how to bring them back to

campuses in stages. NATION Apr 16,2021 @ 9:10am

Mixing vaccines: Experts urge caution

WORLD Apr 16,2021 @ 8:16am

Pfizer CEOQ: Vaccine third dose 'likely'
needed within 12 months

Especially for those who are keen to do so for valid academic reasons.

There should not be any more apprehension or doubt in doing so because

it basically amounts to just "reversing" the process of sending students
WORLD_ Apr 15,2021 @ 10:14am

home. o
EU to get 50 million Pfizer doses early

as US prolongs J&J pause

All the standard operating produre should remain the same, beginning

with the location where the students were dronned off and workina
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Notably, physical distancing, a high level of sanitation and hygiene, as well
as remaining vigilant are key. At the same time, social solidarity is kept
high with enhanced emotional intelligence. Such an environment is stable
and conducive for education, wherever it is conducted. It is for this reason
that the movement of students to the "green" campuses must be
contemplated immediately.

After all, it is a well-known fact that not all students are privileged in the
same way to experience life, thus benefiting from education. Instead, such
disparities — no matter how small — can be wide enough to disrupt

fairness, justice or equity, and jeopardise the quality of education.

Returning students to campus in this sense is closing the disparity gap as
much as possible towards NOLB. Relative to where some of the students
live, they represent the cohort who are lagging behind their counterparts
through no fault of their own.

Not attending to this need is irresponsible since it perpetuates the case of
being unfair and inequitable in clear violation as to what "quality
education” demands as argued. There can never a better example in
exposing this harsh reality than the discriminate use of technology as the
panacea to the Covid-19 pandemic.

Too often we hear the proposition that online learning is the "new" normal
moving forward at the expense of everything else, especially the face-to-
face (f2f) mode of delivery.

Putting this into perspective, a professor of education, Dr Noor Lide of the
International Islamic University Malaysia (NST, April 25) noted: "How do
we ensure equity if we use a delivery mode that is accessible only to
some and not others, even if they make up a small minority?

"Sensitivity to the needs of all must be considered. We cannot leave
behind those who are out of reach and financially challenged, expecting
them to catch up once things return to normal. We must give our learners
time to adjust to independent self-learning and for our teachers to cope
with the new expectations.

"To make education equitable for all, every learner should be ensured
access to instructional materials, feedback and support they need to
succeed.’

Unfortunately, with the mad rush to embrace online learning, several key
concerns have been overlooked.

In particular, "real" learning has been missed out; learners' "readiness" for
independent self-learning, as well as teachers' wellbeing and readiness for
online learning have been ignored by many, including learning institutions
that are mandated to "educate" in meeting NOLB. But this is not the case.

What it all adds up to is to enhance preparedness by the time the students
return to campus with ample room for creativity and flexibility to tailor-
made ones, towards campus health and safety. This needs advanced
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