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By Dzulkifli Abdul Razak - June 16,2020 @ 5:44pm
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Protesters gather at the Seattle Police Department's West Precinct after marching from

the police-free zone known as the Capitol Hill Organized Protest (CHOP) in Seattle, 44m
Washington. -AFP pic
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THIS is the raw lesson that comes from US President Donald Trump's
"Make America Great Again" philosophy. It revolves around the avoidable
tragic deaths of George Floyd and Ahmaud Aberry, which occurred barely
a few months apart. The former was due to suffocation chocked by the
knee of the alleged killer pressed against the victim's neck.

The latter, when the victim was "hunted down" and shot to death. Both
victims were black males, while the ones causing the deaths were white
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the curve. Not surprisingly, no one took to the streets or public spaces to
EU to get 50 million Pfizer doses early

as US prolongs J&J pause

protest — although blacks are relatively most affected. In contrast, most

places turned into ghost-towns following the lockdown for several weeks.
Still, there was no mass violence despite the brewing of deep emotions all

round. LEADER Apr 15,2021 @ 12:00am
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manage the deadly spread of Covid-19. Physical distancing, face masks,

and washing hands are their immediate preoccupations. Occasionally,

some voices of anger were heard but directed to the lack of supplies like
personal preventive equipment (PPEs).

There was no marked panic. And lives went on regardless, slower but
steady. Personnel from the medical and health sectors were the life-
savers working endlessly as frontliners earning huge respect as "heroes"
of the people, as was the case everywhere else. Blacks are significant
among them

However, the narrative triggered by the death of the two black Americans
is hugely different by all counts. First, it resulted in massive
demonstrations among ordinary citizens of all colours, including the
whites! If the virus drives people indoors, here is exactly the opposite.
Larger crowds spilled into the streets as days passed by to collectively
express their deepest rage in multiple cities from coast-to-coast.

The predominant slogan seems to be "Black Lives Matter" — underscoring
the long standing emblematic issue of racism and police brutality mainly
impacting people of colour. So deep is the anger that there were
widespread protests, mixed with violence, looting, major damages and
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"dissatisfied" individuals from all walks of life. Worse is the apparent
political distancing between the contending parties and their related
ideologies.

So much so, the US President stands accused of playing the race and
religion cards in the effort to boost popularity as the presidential election
draws closer. He also threatened to bring in the military resulting in
mounting tensions.

Against this backdrop, the world looked on with bewilderment. Meanwhile,
the sentiments spread to other nations as well. Most are still puzzled as
to what has befallen the world's supposedly most mature democracies
and powerful economies.

What is amiss? That the slogan "Black Lives Matter" stands out singularly
for decades, even when a president of colour was in office for two terms
before this, seems to suggest that "justice" is not synonymous with
democracy and economics American-style.

Perhaps this explains why the situation deteriorated further. More baffling,
as though "lives" per se does not matter as the numbers of Americans
who died from Covid-19, no less violently, reached six-digits and counting.

It is equally violent when more lives could have been spared if only the
policies and decisions taken by the leadership were coherent, apolitical,
non-divisive and more human-centric — fairly applied across the country. It
is even more violent when the whole country is caught unprepared
without the most basic of needs like the adequate supply of PPEs, test
kits, ventilators — indeed, the ecosystem as a whole as reportedly warned
more than a decade ago by Bill Gates.

America may be proudly more than ready to fight tangible (conventional)
wars given the trillions spent for this. But it performed pathetically for the
intangibles as exposed by the Covid pandemic involving invisible
"enemies." This includes racism, brutality and the social-cum-political
distancing platforms.

Invariably, they lead to more isolation, disunity and disagreement, thus
opening the doors wide for the coronavirus to play havoc. Simply put,
racism is the "real" virus that must be first eliminated before the Covid-19
pandemic can be halted for good. Therein is the key takeaway for
humanity to reflect and act upon by coming down hard on the practices of
social and political distancing!

The writer, an NST columnist for more than 20 years, is International

Islamic University Malaysia rector

The views expressed in this article are the author's own and do not
necessarily reflect those of the New Straits Times

| RELATED ARTICLES

https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2020/06/601034/time-come-down-hard-social-cum-political-distancing 3/5


https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2020/11/643202/brazil-mourns-black-man-beaten-death-security-guards
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2020/11/643445/protests-rage-brazil-over-black-mans-fatal-beating-guards
https://www.waktusolat.digital/
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N485604.3170148REVASIA/B25622488.300456647;dc_trk_aid=493607832;dc_trk_cid=148939057;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;gdpr=$%7BGDPR%7D;gdpr_consent=$%7BGDPR_CONSENT_755%7D;ltd=
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N485604.3170148REVASIA/B25622488.300456647;dc_trk_aid=493607832;dc_trk_cid=148939057;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;gdpr=$%7BGDPR%7D;gdpr_consent=$%7BGDPR_CONSENT_755%7D;ltd=
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/leaders
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists

4/21/2021 Time to come down hard on social-cum-political distancing

E =
1

to death by security guards black man's fatal beating by
guards

WORLD Dec 12,2020 @ 8:31am WORLD_ Dec 27,2020 @ 10:46am

Car mows down New York 2020: World rocked by Covid-19,
protesters, several hurt Trump, protests

Recommended by

®

Motion For Life. The bananaisland is a 4 nabbed over 'hit-and-rob'
Sponsored | Michelin Malaysia billionaire’s paradise. case at Taman Sentosa |
Sponsored | Mansion Global New Straits Times

New Straits Times

Invest now $ 250 in Dr Amalina and Alexander 6.0-magnitude earthquake
Companies like Amazon and Charles tie the knot at strikes off Indonesia coast:
get a monthly income.... London mosque | New... USGS | New Straits Times
Sponsored | Smart Invest New Straits Times New Straits Times

NEW

STRAITS T'IMES

& App Store pgr——
& App Store

T
P Google Play

== AppGallery

NEWS BUSINESS LIFE & TIMES SPORTS WORLD OPINION
Crime & Courts Business Times Sunday Vibes Football World Columnists
Exclusive Property Bots Badminton Region Letters
Govt / Public Policy Cars Bikes Trucks Heal Tennis Leader
Nation Flair Cycling
Politics Jom! Golf
Groove MMA
MotorSport
Cricket
Others

https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2020/06/601034/time-come-down-hard-social-cum-political-distancing

PHILIPS

(5=

GALLERY
Photos
Infographics

NSTTV
EDUCATION
VOUCHER

4/5


https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2020/11/643202/brazil-mourns-black-man-beaten-death-security-guards
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2020/11/643445/protests-rage-brazil-over-black-mans-fatal-beating-guards
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2020/12/648795/car-mows-down-new-york-protesters-several-hurt
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2020/12/652461/2020-world-rocked-covid-19-trump-protests
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.mansionglobal.com/articles/banana-island-in-lagos-is-a-billionaire-s-paradise-120592?reflink=outbrain_editorial-kpio_$section_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2021/04/683504/4-nabbed-over-hit-and-rob-case-taman-sentosa?obOrigUrl=true
https://tracking.trdunicorn.com/0cfe12fc-7cd0-4d89-a141-ce34a25e1743?adid=00733e475a4492f934ec4a563407c2919c&adtitle=Invest+now+%24+250+in+Companies+like+Amazon+and+get+a+monthly+income.+He&sourceid=$source_id$&campaignid=00a0432bca67f0769622d862871769e7ad&sectionid=$section_id$&sectionname=$section_name$&publisherid=$publisher_id$&publishername=$publisher_name$&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2021/04/679186/dr-amalina-and-alexander-charles-tie-knot-london-mosque?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2021/04/681224/60-magnitude-earthquake-strikes-indonesia-coast-usgs?obOrigUrl=true
https://apps.apple.com/my/app/new-straits-times/id1033411389
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.nstp.nst
https://appgallery5.huawei.com/#/app/C101980395
https://apps.apple.com/my/app/new-straits-times-epaper/id527144475
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=team.vc.nstnews
https://www.nst.com.my/news
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts
https://www.nst.com.my/news/exclusive
https://www.nst.com.my/news/government-public-policy
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics
https://www.nst.com.my/business/home
https://www.nst.com.my/business
https://www.nst.com.my/property
https://www.nst.com.my/cbt
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/sunday-vibes
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/bots
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/heal
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/flair
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/jom
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/groove
https://www.nst.com.my/sports
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/football
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/badminton
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/tennis
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/cycling
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/golf
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/mma
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/motor-sports
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/cricket
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/others
https://www.nst.com.my/world
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world
https://www.nst.com.my/world/region
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/leaders
https://www.nst.com.my/photos
https://www.nst.com.my/photos
https://www.nst.com.my/infographics
https://www.nst.com.my/videos
https://www.nst.com.my/education
http://vouchers.nst.com.my/
https://www.waktusolat.digital/
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N485604.3170148REVASIA/B25622488.300456647;dc_trk_aid=493607832;dc_trk_cid=148939057;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;gdpr=$%7BGDPR%7D;gdpr_consent=$%7BGDPR_CONSENT_755%7D;ltd=
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N485604.3170148REVASIA/B25622488.300456647;dc_trk_aid=493607832;dc_trk_cid=148939057;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;gdpr=$%7BGDPR%7D;gdpr_consent=$%7BGDPR_CONSENT_755%7D;ltd=
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/leaders
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists

4/21/2021 Time to come down hard on social-cum-political distancing

COLUMNISTS

= WAKTU BERBUKA PUASA p H I ll ps

i Imsak Maghrib  Rumah @awsih & Toatwy, Joadah Saat Ramadan @
05:47 AM 1921 PM - Qedatial Qe mtalud Qaroeante A-Selal

VACUUM AND WIPE IN ONE GO
Philips 8000 Series Aqua Cordless Vacuum

https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2020/06/601034/time-come-down-hard-social-cum-political-distancing 5/5


http://digital.nstp.com.my/nst/includes/shop/list_products.jsp?testata=nstnews&id=nstnews&utm_source=subscription&utm_medium=klik&utm_term=hm&utm_campaign=nstnews
https://www.nst.com.my/disclaimer
https://www.nst.com.my/privacy
https://www.nst.com.my/contact
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/others
https://www.waktusolat.digital/
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N485604.3170148REVASIA/B25622488.300456647;dc_trk_aid=493607832;dc_trk_cid=148939057;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;gdpr=$%7BGDPR%7D;gdpr_consent=$%7BGDPR_CONSENT_755%7D;ltd=
https://ad.doubleclick.net/ddm/trackclk/N485604.3170148REVASIA/B25622488.300456647;dc_trk_aid=493607832;dc_trk_cid=148939057;dc_lat=;dc_rdid=;tag_for_child_directed_treatment=;tfua=;gdpr=$%7BGDPR%7D;gdpr_consent=$%7BGDPR_CONSENT_755%7D;ltd=
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/leaders
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists

