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to use AstraZeneca vaccine

By Dzulkifli Abdul Razak - April 5, 2021 @ 12:03am

UNIVERSITY OF

% OXFORD

AstraZeneca

= =2 =

- : . \
A DA

em

13m

19m

22m

26m
The AstraZeneca vaccine is under the spotlight yet again with a recurrence of blood clot

cases reportedly associated with its use. - AFP file pic 30m

35m
THE AstraZeneca (AZ) vaccine is under the spotlight yet again with a
recurrence of blood clot cases reportedly associated with its use.

Many countries have decided to suspend its use, at least temporarily.
Some have changed its usage to be limited to different age groups to
avoid undesirable occurrences.

This is ethical and responsible with respect to ensuring the users are not
exposed to side effects (no matter how insignificant).

In Europe, where the rate of infection remains high and the vaccine rollout
is deemed "unacceptably slow," all vaccines are considered vital in the
attempt to produce herd immunity as soon as possible. This was
demonstrated by the alleged issues of "vaccination nationalism."

https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2021/04/679639/we-must-reflect-s-african-move-not-use-astrazeneca-vaccine
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vaccines and side effects
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« Expert: Don't fret, vaccine side effects
can be managed
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So far, 30 cases of blood clots have been reported among 18.1 million
people (up to March 24), who were given AZ jabs. The number is too small
to cause any worry (although in healthcare there is nothing too small

when it comes to harm in any form).

What's more, to date, there seems to be no apparent link between the
cases and the vaccines, including those that resulted in deaths. Yet, the
fact that more European countries are proceeding with caution means
that the blood clots do matter.

Data indicated the majority of the cases are due to cerebral venous sinus
thrombosis (CVST), a rare type of clot in the veins of the brain. According
to the BBC on April 3, the European Medicines Agency has not rule out AZ
as the cause of the clot.

This issue was heightened following the deaths of seven patients due to
"unusual blood clots" said to be associated with the use of the AZ vaccine
in the United Kingdom, where the product originates. Consider what
Professor David Wearing, from the UCL Institute of Neurology, said: "This
raises the possibility that the vaccine could be a causal factor in these
rare and unusual cases of CVST."

To put it another way, would those who had received the AZ vaccine be
willing to take it if they had known of the risk related to the "rare and
unusual” blood clots? Maybe the 18 million had no choice due to the
sequence of competing events.

But this is not the case now in hindsight. For example, the Pfizer-
BioNTech vaccine showed a marked difference to AZ, with allegedly two
cases of CVST in the UK out of more than 10 million vaccinated.

More so, it is not the same "rare" clot type. So there is now a choice for
consumers to indicate their preferences.

To continue to vaccinate the public without explaining their right to
choose based on a well-informed decision is irresponsible and unethical.

In Germany, many cases were said to involve younger and middle-aged
women, according to the country's medical regulatory body, the Paul
Ehrlich Institute.

Why are people receiving different types of vaccines? Particularly when
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the differences between the vaccines are never publicly explained in a

transparent manner? When purchasing different types of painkillers to

deal with the common side effects of most vaccines, consumers have the

right to choose. Perhaps, the issue of choice may not be as compelling.

But this is not the case any more, especially in Malaysia where AZ will be
made available purportedly by May. Given the existing controversy, AZ

must be made optional with respect to those that have better evidence

vis-a-vis the risk or harm of CVST.

One may argue that this is too late to consider, since the powers that be
have decided to purchase the AZ vaccine. Not for South Africa. When it
was evident that AZ is less effective against the South African Covid-19
variant,the government unequivocally decided to sell the vaccines to
countries that could find a better use for it.

They purchased a more effective and safer option instead. Malaysia must
reflect on the same wisdom when there is already a way out, rather than
forcing AZ against the public's will without informed consent.

Already, in other countries these concerns are starting to play out.

Patients are defaulting on their jabs due to the uncertainty caused by the
AZ dilemma. Malaysia could suffer the same without full transparency.

The writer, an NST columnist for more than 20 years, is International

Islamic University Malaysia rector

| RELATED ARTICLES

WORLD Feb7,2021 @ 11:5Tam
AstraZeneca vaccine less
effective against Covid-19 South

COLUMNISTS Mar 16,2021 @ 12:04am
Vaccination side effect minimal
compared with impact of post-

Africa variant

WORLD Feb 7,2021 @ 10:51pm
AstraZeneca vaccine less

effective against S.African strain:

Covid syndrome

WORLD  Dec 30, 2020 @ 4:43pm
AstraZeneca/Oxford Covid
vaccine approved for use in UK

Study

Floods, landslides kill
dozens in Indonesia and

Invest now $ 250 in
Companies like Netflix and what you're up to | New

Recommended by

Tajuddin to Khairy: We know

https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2021/04/679639/we-must-reflect-s-african-move-not-use-astrazeneca-vaccine

ICAdlCuU 1HIVITITIHIW 111 ApdAIIULD IAdVVDUlL

against Kit Siang

CRIME & COURTS Apr 5,2021 @ 11:37am

Dramatic start to Najib's appeal hearing

NATION Apr4,2021 @ 8:51pm

Photos shared by Neelofa of Langkawi

= trip looks like leisure activities - IGP

3/4


https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2021/02/663814/astrazeneca-vaccine-less-effective-against-covid-19-south-africa-variant
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2021/03/674124/vaccination-side-effect-minimal-compared-impact-post-covid
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2021/02/663930/astrazeneca-vaccine-less-effective-against-safrican-strain-study
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2020/12/653214/astrazenecaoxford-covid-vaccine-approved-use-uk
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Natural-disasters/Floods-landslides-kill-dozens-in-Indonesia-and-East-Timor?utm_source=paid.outbrain.com&utm_campaign=BA%20MY&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=M7-14&obOrigUrl=true
https://tracking.trdunicorn.com/648bb684-be8d-425d-9c16-f708f5df5ca4?adid=00532cf7ad1f1afe1e650e9205b0124334&adtitle=Invest+now+%24+250+in+Companies+like+Netflix+and+get+a+monthly+income.+H&sourceid=$source_id$&campaignid=00e465ea5b657ec49387779dbac9089642&sectionid=$section_id$&sectionname=$section_name$&publisherid=$publisher_id$&publishername=$publisher_name$&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2021/04/679026/tajuddin-khairy-we-know-what-youre?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2021/04/679862/heated-moments-apandis-lawsuit-against-kit-siang
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2021/04/679702/dramatic-start-najibs-appeal-hearing
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2021/04/679631/photos-shared-neelofa-langkawi-trip-looks-leisure-activities-igp

4/6/2021
East I imor

Sponsored | Nikkei Asia

Doctor: if You Have Tinnitus
(Ear Ringing) Do This
Immediately!

Sponsored | discover-healthy-bo...

NEWS
Crime & Courts
Exclusive
Govt / Public Policy
Nation
Politics

We must reflect on S. African move not to use AstraZeneca vaccine

get a monthly Income....
Sponsored | Smart Invest

Johor police hand over
Datuk Seri Nicky's name to
Interpol | New Straits Times
New Straits Times

Stralts 11mes
New Straits Times

Man gets 5 years jail,
whipping for robbing
neighbour | New Straits...
New Straits Times

NEW

STRAITS TIMES

& App Store

B waTmon
| Google Play

BUSINESS LIFE & TIMES SPORTS WORLD OPINION
Business Times Sunday Vibes Football World Columnists
Property Bots Badminton Region Letters
Cars Bikes Trucks Heal Tennis Leader
Flair Cycling
Jom! Golf
Groove MMA
MotorSport
Cricket
Others

https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2021/04/679639/we-must-reflect-s-african-move-not-use-astrazeneca-vaccine

GALLERY
Photos
Infographics

NSTTV
EDUCATION
VOUCHER

4/4


http://digital.nstp.com.my/nst/includes/shop/list_products.jsp?testata=nstnews&id=nstnews&utm_source=subscription&utm_medium=klik&utm_term=hm&utm_campaign=nstnews
https://www.nst.com.my/disclaimer
https://www.nst.com.my/privacy
https://www.nst.com.my/contact
https://asia.nikkei.com/Economy/Natural-disasters/Floods-landslides-kill-dozens-in-Indonesia-and-East-Timor?utm_source=paid.outbrain.com&utm_campaign=BA%20MY&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=M7-14&obOrigUrl=true
https://tracking.trdunicorn.com/648bb684-be8d-425d-9c16-f708f5df5ca4?adid=00532cf7ad1f1afe1e650e9205b0124334&adtitle=Invest+now+%24+250+in+Companies+like+Netflix+and+get+a+monthly+income.+H&sourceid=$source_id$&campaignid=00e465ea5b657ec49387779dbac9089642&sectionid=$section_id$&sectionname=$section_name$&publisherid=$publisher_id$&publishername=$publisher_name$&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2021/04/679026/tajuddin-khairy-we-know-what-youre?obOrigUrl=true
https://creativepro.club/click.php?key=x1hrfrb1eeyl91pmddxb&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&publisher_name=$publisher_name$&ad_title=Doctor%3A+if+You+Have+Tinnitus+%28Ear+Ringing%29+Do+This+Immediately%21&section_id=$section_id$&publisher_id=$publisher_id$&campaign_id=00bfe44dd7ae6cd5572325dc60b5d78e1d&ad_id=009a48288eecdd227578ec3e1f734f64b7&time_stamp=$time_stamp$&section_name=$section_name$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2021/04/678750/johor-police-hand-over-datuk-seri-nickys-name-interpol?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2021/03/678446/man-gets-5-years-jail-whipping-robbing-neighbour?obOrigUrl=true
https://apps.apple.com/my/app/new-straits-times/id1033411389
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.nstp.nst
https://appgallery5.huawei.com/#/app/C101980395
https://apps.apple.com/my/app/new-straits-times-epaper/id527144475
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=team.vc.nstnews
https://www.nst.com.my/news
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts
https://www.nst.com.my/news/exclusive
https://www.nst.com.my/news/government-public-policy
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics
https://www.nst.com.my/business/home
https://www.nst.com.my/business
https://www.nst.com.my/property
https://www.nst.com.my/cbt
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/sunday-vibes
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/bots
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/heal
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/flair
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/jom
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/groove
https://www.nst.com.my/sports
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/football
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/badminton
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/tennis
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/cycling
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/golf
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/mma
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/motor-sports
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/cricket
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/others
https://www.nst.com.my/world
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world
https://www.nst.com.my/world/region
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/leaders
https://www.nst.com.my/photos
https://www.nst.com.my/photos
https://www.nst.com.my/infographics
https://www.nst.com.my/videos
https://www.nst.com.my/education
http://vouchers.nst.com.my/

