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U.S. domestic 'extremists' or 'terrorists'?

* US ISSues terror alert over ant-
government extremists

Mostly being white is one explanation giving credence to the other
conspiracy theory of somewhat legitimising the white supremacy groups
within the US historical legacy. Even a group like the Klu Klux Klan (KKK) is
allegedly not referred to as a "terrorist" organisation despite its wide-
ranging infamous "terror" tactics used against Blacks and people of
colour.

If the KKK does not qualify, then one wonders which one would if not
coloured groups like the Black Panthers, for example.

One description of the latter highlighted how its members were "dressed
in commando gear, carried weapons, and talked about killing 'pigs". An
observation was made that their "public embrace of violence frightened
many whites".

Yet some historians did indicate that the group which stormed the Capitol
on Jan 6 was not isolated in world history.

According to Alexander Ross, a professor who studied far-right
movements in Portland State University, the mobbing of the US Capitol
drew parallels between an uprising in the 1920s in Germany by military
irregulars, who dislodged the Weimar government for four days before
collapsing. Although the attempt failed, it gave the notorious Adolf Hitler a
national audience.

"I don't know if it will be clear to many how close the US had come today
to complete disintegration of the constitutional system, but we came
close,' Ross was quoted as saying.

"And we aren't out of the woods yet."

That such protests happened at statehouses across the US signals how
deeply conspiracy theory has spread, at least among far-right groups. The
groups have reportedly stormed statehouses twice before, last spring and
summer. Therefore, it should not come as a surprise as to their goals and
capability.

In fact, in a tape released recently, Trump was urging his followers to go
home while implying that there would be future chances to win the
election, which he deemed was stolen from him.

Adding on to this, a more direct comparison by Justin Ward argued that
"white terror" is not new in the history of the US.

Except that it is generally left unsaid. According to him, for a century
following the end of the Civil War, white terror was a constant fixture in
American life. More than 4,000 documented lynching occurred during the
period.

Mass racist violence targeting Black and indigenous people, as well as
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various immigrant groups, occurred about once annually on average.

At the height of the violence, more than 30 anti-Black riots broke out
across the country during the Red Summer 1919. This carnage, if covered
at all, was treated as a mere footnote in the grand narrative about the
national destiny of a country.

Ward also contended that history text books "oversimplify the causes of
racial violence in that era". Race hatred was "a tool of business interests",
which used Black workers almost exclusively as strikebreaker — a role

that they were relegated to by the stubborn refusal of white-dominated
unions to organise them.

"Texts often validate rather than challenge the contemporary white
supremacist view of anti-Black riots, highlighting incidents that originate
in (often false) allegations of sexual assaults by Black men against white
women," he noted.

Under the circumstances, it would be interesting to see if the use of
"extremists" will continue to be validated. Or will the term "terrorists" be
put to appropriate use, especially when terrorism seems to benefit white
supremacy in the US-styled democracy.

As correctly pointed out by Ward, Trump and his crude, garish displays of
patriotism are only effective because the public has been conditioned to
respond to them. It is not for nothing that US has long cultivated the
ideology needed to sustain itself as a global empire, albeit tainted by
racism.

From that perspective, Trumpism is not an aberration, but rather, the next
logical step in the (d)evolution of Americanism. With or without the
impeachment.

The writer, an NST columnist for more than 20 years, is International

Islamic University Malaysia rector

The views expressed in this article are the author's own and do not
necessarily reflect those of the New Straits Times

| RELATED ARTICLES

OTHERS Dec 4,2020 @ 9:19am WORLD Feb 4,2021 @ 3:38pm

‘Adolf Hitler' wins municipal Canada designates Proud Boys a
election in Namibia banned terrorist group
COLUMNISTS Feb 25,2021 @ 12:13am NATION Oct 29,2020 @ 4:58pm

U.S. facing 5G conundrum Supply of onions adequate,

assures Domestic Trade Ministry

https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2021/02/662583/us-domestic-extremists-or-terrorists

3/4


https://www.nst.com.my/sports/others/2020/12/646584/adolf-hitler-wins-municipal-election-namibia
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2021/02/663051/canada-designates-proud-boys-banned-terrorist-group
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2021/02/668731/us-facing-5g-conundrum
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/10/636395/supply-onions-adequate-assures-domestic-trade-ministry

3/25/2021 U.S. domestic 'extremists' or 'terrorists'?

Recommended by

Alaska tirade shows China US soccer hero Rapinoe The Japanese Way To

and the US are further apart  brings equal pay push to Remove Body Toxins

than ever W.House, Congress | New... Sponsored | Nuubu

Sponsored | Nikkei Asia New Straits Times

Myanmar's neighbors try to Bersatu sacks Titi Serong #Showbiz: 'No more hijab-
keep out people fleeing assemblyman over MB clad home-wreckers for me'
junta rule ouster | New Straits Times - Atikah Suhaime | New...
Sponsored | Nikkei Asia New Straits Times New Straits Times

~NEW

STRAITS T'IMES

& App Store

£AT T

0 ;ﬁh: Piay

NST

~Mobile -

AppGallery

NEWS BUSINESS LIFE & TIMES SPORTS
Crime & Courts Business Times Sunday Vibes Football
Exclusive Property Bots Badminton
Govt / Public Policy Cars Bikes Trucks Heal Tennis
Nation Flair Cycling
Politics Jom! Golf
Groove MMA
MotorSport
Cricket
Others

https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists/2021/02/662583/us-domestic-extremists-or-terrorists

WORLD OPINION
World Columnists
Region Letters
Leader

GALLERY
Photos
Infographics

NSTTV
EDUCATION
VOUCHER

4/4


http://digital.nstp.com.my/nst/includes/shop/list_products.jsp?testata=nstnews&id=nstnews&utm_source=subscription&utm_medium=klik&utm_term=hm&utm_campaign=nstnews
https://www.nst.com.my/disclaimer
https://www.nst.com.my/privacy
https://www.nst.com.my/contact
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/Alaska-tirade-shows-China-and-the-US-are-further-apart-than-ever?utm_source=paid.outbrain.com&utm_campaign=BA%20MY&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=E15-1&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world/2021/03/676790/us-soccer-hero-rapinoe-brings-equal-pay-push-whouse-congress?obOrigUrl=true
https://chansouri-halist.com/4273ae56-bd3c-45fe-b921-8ad610b70388?ad=001607c2a13a0a78f611ba088b2af1c81f&ad_title=The+Japanese+Way+To+Remove+Body+Toxins&publisher_id=$publisher_id$&publisher_name=$publisher_name$&section_id=$section_id$&section_name=$section_name$&pub=$source_id$&oci=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://asia.nikkei.com/Spotlight/Myanmar-Coup/Myanmar-s-neighbors-try-to-keep-out-people-fleeing-junta-rule?utm_source=paid.outbrain.com&utm_campaign=BA%20MY&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=E15-1&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics/2021/03/676278/bersatu-sacks-titi-serong-assemblyman-over-mb-ouster?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/groove/2021/03/673950/showbiz-no-more-hijab-clad-home-wreckers-me-atikah-suhaime?obOrigUrl=true
https://apps.apple.com/my/app/new-straits-times/id1033411389
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.nstp.nst
https://appgallery5.huawei.com/#/app/C101980395
https://apps.apple.com/my/app/new-straits-times-epaper/id527144475
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=team.vc.nstnews
https://www.nst.com.my/news
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts
https://www.nst.com.my/news/exclusive
https://www.nst.com.my/news/government-public-policy
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics
https://www.nst.com.my/business/home
https://www.nst.com.my/business
https://www.nst.com.my/property
https://www.nst.com.my/cbt
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/sunday-vibes
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/bots
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/heal
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/flair
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/jom
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/groove
https://www.nst.com.my/sports
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/football
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/badminton
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/tennis
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/cycling
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/golf
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/mma
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/motor-sports
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/cricket
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/others
https://www.nst.com.my/world
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world
https://www.nst.com.my/world/region
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/leaders
https://www.nst.com.my/photos
https://www.nst.com.my/photos
https://www.nst.com.my/infographics
https://www.nst.com.my/videos
https://www.nst.com.my/education
http://vouchers.nst.com.my/

