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Mohd Kamal Hassan embodies
integration of knowledge
By Dr Md. Mahmudul Hasan - November 12, 2020 @ 10:48am

My early interest in Kamal Hassan’s scholarly pursuits continued to grow without him
knowing it. - NST pic.

EDUCATIONAL philosopher Syed Muhammad Naquib al-Attas (1931-) is
Malaysia's gift to the world of knowledge and learning. Through the
concept of Islamisation/dewesternization of knowledge that he
articulates in his monumental book Islam and Secularism (1978), he
participates in the debate on the problems of education and contributes
to the discourse of addressing them.

Al-Attas emphasises the importance of producing a well-balanced
personality through integration of knowledge. In this essay, I will discuss
another contemporary Malaysian educational philosopher, Mohd. Kamal
Hassan (1942-), who I believe embodies the concept of integration of
knowledge.

In November 2008, I attended a session in Dhaka where the main speaker
was Emeritus Professor Osman Bakar (1946-). I was then an Assistant
Professor with the Department of English at the University of Dhaka. At
one point in his discussion, in reference to the concept of integration of
knowledge from Islamic perspectives, Osman Bakar talked about
International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM) and mentioned Mohd.
Kamal Hassan who was its Rector from 1998 to 2006 That was the �rst
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Kamal Hassan who was its Rector from 1998 to 2006. That was the �rst
time I heard about the Profesor Ulung (National Distinguished Professor).

In June 2010, I joined IIUM's Department of English Language and
Literature. Gradually, I was becoming more and more familiar with the
university culture and academic community and with their perspective on
educational issues. In no time, Kamal Hassan emerged in my
consciousness as an erudite intellectual who helped shape the character

and course of IIUM. He is also one of the key proponents of the
university's philosophy of (re)integrating Islam into mainstream
education.

YOU MAY ALSO LIKE

I found out that he was a big name at IIUM and an extremely likeable
person regarded with high esteem by all. He spent a great deal of time
giving lectures which were organised by various faculties and other
stakeholders of the university. I began attending his talks and noticed that
the man was eclectic and versatile in his intellectual interests.

I was amazed to see a professor of Usuluddin and Comparative Religion
effortlessly traversing eastern and western philosophies and literatures.
An added reason for my delight in his academic accomplishments was
his advanced command of both Arabic and English languages.

He has set a standard of spoken English which is perhaps di�cult for
many non-native speakers to attain. It is an immense pleasure to listen to
his talks and ask him questions about matters related to them. Later, at a
personal level, I became engaged with him intellectually and found him a
sophisticated interlocutor and a great communicator.

My early interest in Kamal Hassan's scholarly pursuits continued to grow
without him knowing it. At the Department of English Language and
Literature at IIUM, I have been teaching on and off a subject what is now
named "Islamic Literature in English." One regular assessment component
that students are required to complete in this undergraduate course is
"Project". To begin with, students form groups of two, three or four and
choose a particular writer. Then they study the life and works of their
chosen author and present various aspects of his/her ideas that they �nd
signi�cant.

In 2011, I proposed the idea and a group of undergraduate students –
Khairul Amin Abd. Rashid, Muhd. Ra�que Hafeedzy, Mohd. Ridzuan Mat
Zin and Muhammad Norsha�q Jafar – agreed to do their project on
Kamal Hassan. They studied the man and his work to some degree, and
presented their research to the class. Through their presentation of his life
and thought, I became more enlightened about him. These four students'
investigation and �ndings in some ways informed me about the reason
for Kamal Hassan's excellent command of Arabic and English languages
as well as of Islamic and modern sciences.

While in 2011 I assigned my undergraduate students to study Kamal
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While in 2011 I assigned my undergraduate students to study Kamal
Hassan's life and works in general, three years later I encouraged four of
mypostgraduate students to do their project on a speci�c aspect of his
thoughts and ideas – his educational philosophy. These students were:
Melisa Nurjustina Elwiana Muhd Alwin Liew, Norazah Md. Idrus, Nurul 'Ain
Abdullah and Yusra Erinna Md. Yusery.

Their research on Kamal Hassan was far more thorough and detailed.
They consulted his writings, visited him in his residence in Bangi and had
long conversations with him. Through their presentation to the class, I

came to know the man more fully and became better informed about his
admirable personal traits and intellectual inclinations. They discussed in
detail his thoughts and ideas on education.

In his conversation with my postgraduate students, Kamal Hassan
emphasised the importance of reintegrating knowledge. He highlighted
the need to bring religion back into the realm of education. He contended
that such a marriage between religion and education in Muslim societies
had persisted for more than a thousand years, and added: "But this unity
or integration was disrupted by colonial penetration and dominance."
Therefore, according to Kamal Hassan, we need to "reintegrate" Islam into
mainstream education in Muslim societies.

My long acquaintance with Kamal Hassan and with his works testi�es
that Kamal Hassan is an embodiment of integration of knowledge. In
today's world, most academics are specialists in certain areas of
expertise. Various disciplines, such as natural and social sciences as well
as human and religious sciences, are distant and scholars are �eld-
speci�c. Most scholars who are knowledgeable about the humanities and
social sciences are inadequately conversant with the religious sciences.

Conversely, many with a thorough grasp of the religious sciences are far
removed from knowledge of the humanities and social sciences.
Nonetheless, it is fascinating to see in Kamal Hassan a multifaceted
scholar with remarkable insights of various subjects – a true embodiment
of integration of knowledge. The plurality of his scholarship has remained
a source of inspiration for many, especially in IIUM.

It is perhaps pertinent to end this essay with my aforementioned four
undergraduate students' warm tribute to Kamal Hassan. After providing a
concise account of his life and works, they concluded their presentation
to the class in a brilliant denouement, stating:

With his character, personality and works, [Kamal Hassan] has shown to
the Muslims how they should react in order to change people's perception
of Islam. He promotes intellectual debate instead of emotional reactions.
As we can see, his works pervade several �elds, such as: philosophy,
usuluddin and religious studies.

The writer is with the Department of English Language and Literature at the
International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM).

RELATED ARTICLES

NATION Nov 24, 2019 @ 1:39pm

'Razak embodied integrity,
honesty'

GROOVE Nov 7, 2017 @ 9:22am

RM10 to meet Rajinikanth, Kamal
Hassan on Jan 6

https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2019/11/541665/razak-embodied-integrity-honesty
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/groove/2017/11/300154/rm10-meet-rajinikanth-kamal-hassan-jan-6


BUSINESS Sep 27, 2018 @ 3:22pm

FGV appoints Mohd Hassan as
new director

BUSINESS Feb 18, 2019 @ 8:14pm

Zaiton Mohd Hassan appointed
Bank Pembangunan's non-
executive chairman

Recommended for You

U.K. Housing Continues to
Roar, But Uncertainty
Clouds 2021
Sponsored | Mansion Global

Investment of only $250 in
Companies like Net�ix
Could Give you a Second…
Sponsored | Smart Invest

Shah Alam: A Dating Site
For Over 40s That Really
Works!
Sponsored | Dating in Malaysia

This Watch surprises the
whole country. The price?
Ridiculous!
Sponsored | News Gadget

1 ekar
Tanah + 1
Unit rumah

SEE DETAILS

Selangor
Sponsored | mudahpropertymy

No Job Offer?
No Problem!
You Can…

Read more

Sponsored | CanadianVisa.Org

#Showbiz: Aliff Syukri appeals to MACC
to unfreeze con�scated assets | New
Straits Times

Police corporal arrested for robbing
Chinese national in Ampang | New Straits
Times

What a Biden victory means for China
Sponsored | Nikkei Asia

Together, Let's Call On Our
Spirit of Collaboration to…

Read More

Sponsored | Hitachi

https://www.nst.com.my/business/2018/09/415428/fgv-appoints-mohd-hassan-new-director
https://www.nst.com.my/business/2019/02/461336/zaiton-mohd-hassan-appointed-bank-pembangunans-non-executive-chairman
https://www.outbrain.com/what-is/default/en
https://www.mansionglobal.com/articles/u-k-housing-continues-to-roar-but-uncertainty-clouds-2021-221161?reflink=outbrain_london-int_$section_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://tracking.trdunicorn.com/648bb684-be8d-425d-9c16-f708f5df5ca4?adid=00c08fbe5c77f39cb20a386677865344fd&adtitle=Investment+of+only+%24250+in+Companies+like+Netflix+Could+Give+you+a+Sec&sourceid=$source_id$&campaignid=00e465ea5b657ec49387779dbac9089642&sectionid=$section_id$&sectionname=$section_name$&publisherid=$publisher_id$&publishername=$publisher_name$&ob_click_id=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://hanuilds-cantake.com/aa732d0b-84a0-4490-81e4-877849256d58?pub=$publisher_name$&sec=$section_name$&publisherid=$publisher_id$&section=$section_id$&ad=00affde295945f19fb7a51073e9be0238e&ob_cid=$ob_click_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://stalence-alawants.icu/ddbef544-aa08-47e9-8c3c-b9ff93c6476e?ad_title=This+Watch+surprises+the+whole+country.+The+price%3F+Ridiculous%21&publisher_name=$publisher_name$&section_name=$section_name$&campaign_id=00d0d9b207304bc504a697f1d1c713f26d&ad_id=002c439879c3ec676931d6057dd93c2130&OutbrainClickId=$ob_click_id$&c=rer&section_id=$section_id$&obOrigUrl=true
https://cat.jp.as.criteo.com/delivery/ckn.php?cppv=3&cpp=bvtCz3jIjX9or2ABIXlKVfvsdcdccStncMUnDlZ4ppLQJrw9sbwhXdZrXsGJ1OUXwMLpYEyh6k4_kFkTpo8418BTsbLsfxOyRBHrAp2V5m0ETOH5yvPpSpjHmTFXUZ3DPEprPPi4mJUZNL9fY9MLvj-qxd8Hq13ifAszIe7Mg3uPSf8kDSi0l-vO6NOmJnns3e6IexfDApDaCkyOO-9u4yiae-FpfUvz4yxWAWPZ5rgvTpupU9KW1kCXlfji21uAOux1hCmhKXU00InpnCRbn0ptZT7qFiLcLsXHjXu6nGnMpZiGo7uaPOzCd68KPFrBD0tvaR5Lwe5DiL1Y1QeycNbMzVlN7EBYwhVbgs5bQtyM8bzg26DOse9DB3iAb-ur7WkybABBLMN5qyEzTDjW6IZK3RY&maxdest=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mudah.my%2F1%2Bekar%2BTanah%2B%2B1%2BUnit%2Brumah-82759600.htm%3Futm_source%3Dcriteo%26utm_medium%3Dcpc%26utm_campaign%3DMudahPropertyMY-Web-Prospecting%26utm_term%3DLand%26utm_content%3D0x0&obOrigUrl=true
https://canadianvisa.org/blog/immigration/2-ways-you-can-immigrate-to-canada-without-a-job-offer?utm_source=Outbrain&utm_medium=Desktop&utm_campaign=DeskNoJobOfferMySg&utm_content=No+Job+Offer%3F+No+Problem%21+You+Can+Immigrate+to+Canada%21&utm_publisher=$publisher_name$&source=Outbrain&medium=Desktop&campaign=DeskNoJobOfferMySg&keyword=No+Job+Offer%3F+No+Problem%21+You+Can+Immigrate+to+Canada%21&placement=$publisher_name$&obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/groove/2020/11/637671/showbiz-aliff-syukri-appeals-macc-unfreeze-confiscated-assets?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts/2020/08/619099/police-corporal-arrested-robbing-chinese-national-ampang?obOrigUrl=true
https://asia.nikkei.com/Opinion/What-a-Biden-victory-means-for-China?utm_source=paid.outbrain.com&utm_campaign=BA%20MY&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=M7-14&obOrigUrl=true
https://r1-usc1.zemanta.com/rp/u1getgq0z8xs/b1_obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/11/640476/span-speaks-out-against-claim-selangor-exco-assemblyman?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/groove/2020/11/639699/showbiz-helicopter-crash-victim-mohd-irfan-wanted-produce-flight?obOrigUrl=true


2020 © New Straits Times, New Straits Times Press (M) Bhd. A part of Media Prima Group.
Subscribe Disclaimer Personal Data Protection Act Contact Us

SPAN speaks out against claim by
Selangor exco, assemblyman | New
Straits Times

#Showbiz: Helicopter crash victim Mohd
Irfan wanted to produce a �ight �lm |
New Straits Times

GET MOBILE APP

NEWS
Crime & Courts

Exclusive
Govt / Public Policy

Nation
Politics

BUSINESS
Business Times

Property
Cars Bikes Trucks

LIFE & TIMES
Sunday Vibes

Bots
Heal
Flair
Jom!

Groove

SPORTS
Football

Badminton
Tennis
Cycling

Golf
MMA

MotorSport
Cricket
Others

WORLD
World
Region

OPINION
Columnists

Letters
Leader

GALLERY
Photos

Infographics

NSTTV
EDUCATION
VOUCHER

https://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/pcs/click?xai=AKAOjssALgY13hd2XG8wiJdbC1EcfU8MeVLP_6h3sOR5PGB5W8fVLNV7geTwzxLQGX8EzsTZy3_ogjG118hs5vSoBcf9rmvIuHCaY_XiCIjuNVWvWXbTZJKhHCb7VbDxezSwGozZwmk4pzdYBq6DVGBktsqev858hWLIUmYTIq-WpBQzhT2Nooz24eFH3ieDCkdfKuBbmJW9hr89zoYKxGWm6QE-diphQKdyPw9SOcrJDrrWL68qAF_Hm8CZpI54lJc&sig=Cg0ArKJSzL-Wgk4zyhH5&adurl=https://tantannews.com/daily/top10
http://digital.nstp.com.my/nst/includes/shop/list_products.jsp?testata=nstnews&id=nstnews&utm_source=subscription&utm_medium=klik&utm_term=hm&utm_campaign=nstnews
https://www.nst.com.my/disclaimer
https://www.nst.com.my/privacy
https://www.nst.com.my/contact
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation/2020/11/640476/span-speaks-out-against-claim-selangor-exco-assemblyman?obOrigUrl=true
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/groove/2020/11/639699/showbiz-helicopter-crash-victim-mohd-irfan-wanted-produce-flight?obOrigUrl=true
https://apps.apple.com/my/app/new-straits-times/id1033411389
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.nstp.nst
https://appgallery5.huawei.com/#/app/C101980395
https://apps.apple.com/my/app/new-straits-times-epaper/id527144475
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=team.vc.nstnews
https://www.nst.com.my/news
https://www.nst.com.my/news/crime-courts
https://www.nst.com.my/news/exclusive
https://www.nst.com.my/news/government-public-policy
https://www.nst.com.my/news/nation
https://www.nst.com.my/news/politics
https://www.nst.com.my/business/home
https://www.nst.com.my/business
https://www.nst.com.my/property
https://www.nst.com.my/cbt
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/sunday-vibes
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/bots
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/heal
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/flair
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/jom
https://www.nst.com.my/lifestyle/groove
https://www.nst.com.my/sports
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/football
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/badminton
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/tennis
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/cycling
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/golf
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/mma
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/motor-sports
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/cricket
https://www.nst.com.my/sports/others
https://www.nst.com.my/world
https://www.nst.com.my/world/world
https://www.nst.com.my/world/region
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/columnists
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/letters
https://www.nst.com.my/opinion/leaders
https://www.nst.com.my/photos
https://www.nst.com.my/photos
https://www.nst.com.my/infographics
https://www.nst.com.my/videos
https://www.nst.com.my/education
http://vouchers.nst.com.my/

