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Key Talking Points 

Participants will understand the meaning, scope and fundamental scope of the Digital Ethics

Objective

Islamic values

The Golden Rule

Real-space-

Cyberspace non-

binary Approach

Reponsibility

Values

Content regulation

Data privacy

Data security

Critical Information 

Infrastructure

Artificial Intelligence

Primary Issues

What is Digital?

What is Ethics?

Ethics and Law

Digital + Ethics

Automation

Digitalisation

Datafication

Synchronisation.

Data-driven Culture
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Digital Ethics?

Interconnecteness of 

Gadgets, Computer 

Systems, Data, People, 

Orgnisations + 

Lifestyle/Social interactions

moral principles that govern 

a person's behaviour or the 

conducting of an activity 

(“adab” or “akhlaq”)

Subscriptions of certain 

professional standards to 

the desired values. E.g. 

medical, IT, Businesses 

professionals, etc.

The set of desired 

objectives to achieve and to 

shape the behavior, 

originating from various 

social construct

digital

ethics

professional 

ethics

values
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Data Culture

Social activities are now increasingly 

datafied: work, learning, traveling, daily 

movement, friendship, communications, 

likeness, etc.

Data is a Social Construct

With the advancement of technology, there 

is a digital trace for every data. These 

records are accountable and people are 

answerable based on the data.

Data is Accountable

Major wealth today is defined by how much 

data you have and are able to exploit. Ability 

to aggregate data means potentially making 

more wealth.   

Data is a property

As an identity, you will be closely attached 

and associated to your data, esp. personal 

data. Losing data means losing an identity. 

Preserving life involves preserving your data

Data is an Identity
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Data Culture in Islam

To be utilized in accordance with its beneficial functions, for 

the benefit of self and others. 

Data is a Bounty

Not to be abused, misused, overused and underused. 

Data is a Trust (Amanah)

To be accountable for in this world and hereinafter

Data is a Test

Should be utilized for the purpose of the glory of God as 

reflected in His mercy for all universe

Data is an Object of Dakwah and JIhad
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Data Culture for Muslims

نْسَانَ وَنعَْلمَُ مَا توَُسْوِسُ بهِِ نفَْسُهُ ۖ وَنحَْنُ أَ ١٦﴿ ْدِ ﴾ وَلقَدَْ خَلقَْناَ الِْْ َِ ِِ الْوَ ْْهِ مِنْ حَبْ ُُ ِلَِ ََ قْْ
We created the human being, and We know what his soul whispers to him. We are closer to him than his jugular vein.

ِِ قْعَِْد  ﴾١٧﴿ مَا ِذِْ ْتَلَقََّى الْمُتلَقَ ِْاَنِ عَنِ الْْمَِْنِ وَعَنِ الش ِ
As the two receivers receive, seated to the right and to the left.

ُ  عَتِْد  ﴾١٨﴿ قِْْ ََ ْْهِ  ٍِ ِِلََّّ لدََ مَا ْلَْفِظُ مِنْ قْوَْ
Not a word does he utter, without an observer beside him ready.

Qaf (30): 16-18
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DATA CULTURE FOR MUSLIMS

نَ عَنْهُ مَسْئوُلابصََرَ وَالْفؤَُادَ كُلُّ أوُلئَكَِ كَاتقَْفُ مَا ليَْسَ لكََ بِهِ عِلْمٌ إنَِّ السَّمْعَ وَالْ ولا 

And do not follow what you have no knowledge of. The hearing, the sight, and the intellect—all these will be 

questioned.

Al-Isra’ (17): 36
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"I’ve changed. I’m not the man I was when I 

created Silk Road. I’m a little wiser, a little more 

mature, and much more humble."

"I wanted to empower people to make choices in 

their lives...to have privacy and anonymity, I'm not 

a sociopathic person trying to express some inner 

badness.“

ROSS ULBRICHT, Creator of the Silk Road, in 

the court room before receiving a double life 

sentence in US prison by the age of 36

Digital Ethics is about how 

you achieve your objective
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4 Modalities in “Regulating the Digital Behaviour”

Lawrence Lessig

(1999)

4 Modalities

Technologists can help by “regulating” 

the technical functioning of the hardware 

and software so as to achieve the 

desired behavior. E.g. identity 

authentication, Surveillance, Privacy 

Setting, etc.

ARCHITECTURE

Code can be any agreed set of behavior 

to be complied with by the members of 

society. LAW is the code. E.g. Cyber 

crime law, data protection, intellectual 

property rights.

CODE

Being a Social creature we cannot get 

loose from the social construct where 

people live in, where norm can be found. 

E.g. Religious norms, Customs, Best 

Practices, etc. 

NORM

Market can be designed or engineered 

to help construct social behavior. E.g. by 

taxing certain online content, charging 

fees for premium content, etc..  

MARKET
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Common Ethical Debates

IS INTERNET A LAWLESS 

FREE SPEECH MEDIUM?

“Your freedom is limited by my 

freedom”

“INTERNET IS A VIRTUAL 

SPACE UNCONNECTED F

ROM REAL LIFE”

“So, we can have a second life 

and second set of behavior?”

“REGULATING INTERNET I

S USELESS, BETTER LEA

VE IT FREE?”

It is not a zero-sum game!. 

“IT IS MY OWN PAGE, LEA

VE ME ALONE!”

Dilemma of public vs private 

space
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Emerging Legal & Ethical Issues

Who owns the data? How can we control our 

personal data?

MISUSE OF PERSONAL DATA

Why hoaxes are harmful? Why are they increasingly 

massive? How to stop that?.      

INFORMATION VS HOAX

What amounts to intellectual property? Is there a way 

out to use others’ IP?

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY

What amounts to a defamation? Does it apply to 

those who “merely” forward the content?

DEFAMATION

Can we leave critical decisions being automated and 

processed by machines/robot? Eg: Targeted 

advertisement, Credit rating, Criminal sentencing, 

Medicinal Analysis      

ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

sonnyzulhuda.com



Key Takeaways

01 Digital Ethics is an Inseparable Social Digital Construct

Digital Ethics is sourced out from various social values

Digital ethics is a professional softskill needed by society

Digital ethics emerge and change, but values remain

Islam offers a comprehensive source for digital ethics

02

03

04

05
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Thank You

sonny@iium.edu.my
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Any Feedback:

e

B



LAMPIRAN: AKHLAK SOSMEDIYAH ALA 
MUHAMMADIYAH
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