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CHAPTER 5

~ Moral and Holistic
Development in
Higher Education

Homam Altabaa




The establishment of the International Islamic University Malaysia (ITUM) in
1983 marked a paradigm shift in the framework of religious education and in
higher education in general. The ITUM offers a new approach and overhauls
and remodels education on a unique foundation of integration between
revealed knowledge and acquired human knowledge. It aims at achieving
holistic, comprehensive and sustainable development in all areas of human
endeavours. Its integrated approach stresses that education is not merely for
material gains but should meaningfully contribute to the emotional, spiritual,
intellectual, moral, physical and environmental development of the Muslim
communities and of the humanity at large.

Thus the university meets the requirements of the twenty-first century and the
Fourth Industrial Revolution. It is this type of education that helps actualise

the true value of civilisational existence. The holistic education of the ITUM
would help countries to produce excellent graduates with the needed qualities
of leadership who would shoulder the responsibilities of fostering development
of their communities and future generations. Thus, its educational philosophy
seeks to ensure double benefits: (1) students build their knowledge and skills

in addition to the spirituality, ethics and perseverance needed for personal

and interpersonal success and (2) they develop a sense of belonging and
responsibility towards society as they realise the vital amanah (trust) they carry
and the critical roles they play.

The experience of the ITUM in developing and nurturing the holistic and moral
character of its students offers a shining example for local and international
institutions of higher learning striving to develop their courses and
programmes to ensure “excellence with a soul”. This type of comprehensive
excellence is achieved when the ambivalent or restless youths grow to become
adults with a deep-rooted moral foundation and strong sense of responsibility.

Given this background, this chapter explores and reflects upon various
dimensions of the ITUM experiences. It explores the views and insights of
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Spirituality and Sustainability: Experiences of the International Islamic University Malaygig

members of the ITUM community about their role and efforts of the Uniye,
in developing commendable moral characteristics and holistic personality ,
learners. A number of academics, students and alumni intervieweq Stresseq
it is the principal mission of the ITUM to develop and nurture moral chary,
and holistic personality of its students. There is a widespread belief among
members of the [TUM community that this noble mission overarches a] hes
other duties and interests. Many students have given detailed insights about
specific programmes, courses and factors that have helped shape their morg
personhood.

Holistic and Moral Education as a Foundation in IlUM

The identity, strategies and practices of the [TUM are based on the Islamic
worldview of tawhid (Islamic monotheism). The Constitution of the universj
states that its vision is “inspired by the worldview of tawhid and Islamic
philosophy of the unity of knowledge as well as its concept of holistic
education”. The mission of the university is “to produce better quality
intellectuals, professionals and scholars of distinction by integrating quality
of faith (iman), knowledge (“ilm) and good character (akhlag) to serve as
agents of comprehensive and balanced progress, as well as sustainable
development in Malaysia and in the wider world at large”; and “to nurture
the quality of holistic excellence imbued with Islamic moral-spiritual values,
in learning, teaching, research, consultancy, publication, administration and
student life” (ITUM, 2018: 3-6). The concept of holistic education and morality
has thus been deeply embedded in the very existence of the ITUM since its
establishment in 1983.

Accordingly, the university sees its raison d ‘etre, i.e. Islamisation, as the basis
of holistic human development in the worldview of Islam. The university’s
concise Mission statement of Integration, Islamisation, Internationalisation
and Comprehensive Excellence (IIICE or Triple-I-CE) is beautifully captured
in Figure 4.5. The goodly tree in Figure 5.1, is referred to as pertaining to
tawhid. ‘Aqidah forms the route that nourishes the tree. Shari’ah is akin to the
robust trunk carrying nutrition for the wide canopy. The tree produces people
\/‘; with good akhlag to promote rahmatan Jil ‘alamin (mercy to all the worlds).
ITUM (2018-2020) Strategic Initiatives of balanced staff, balanced graduates,
institutional sustainability, responsible research and innovation outcomes,
societal wellbeing and value creation and global relevance are depicted as
tangible fruits of the university, which is founded on the concept of tawhid.
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Figure 5.1: The Goodly Tree. Source: Nur Jannah Hassan, CENTRIS, [IUM, April 2019.

The educational disciplines and practices of the IIUM are diverse, with

its sixteen faculties, twenty-three centres, eleven divisions, four institutes
and nineteen main offices. The Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed Knowledge
and Human Sciences (KIRKHS) is the largest faculty, with three major
constituents, namely the disciplines under Islamic Revealed Knowledge,
the Humanities and Social Sciences. The Department of Fundamental and
Interdisciplinary Studies (FIDS) is one of the eleven departments under
KIRKHS. FIDS offers the university core courses, compulsory for every
undergraduate student from all faculties.

The university’s trajectory is further secured with the formulation of the
National Education Philosophy in 1988, with the vision of a balanced
education as the basis for the future success of graduates. Ethics, spirituality
and leadership are some of the anchors for Malaysian higher education
(Ministry of Education, 2015: 9), and given its unique vision, this is especially
true for the ITUM. Hence, by virtue of its status as an Islamic university, it
seeks to develop students who are “ethically and morally upright, spiritually
grounded, compassionate and caring; appreciate sustainable development

and a healthy lifestyle” (Ministry of Education, 2015: 9). Upon successfully
completing the curricular and co-curricular courses, students graduate with the




Contributors




'ATIAH ABDULLAH SIDEK, B. Eng, M.Sc., Ph.D., is Assistant Professor in the
Department of Manufacturing and Materials, Kulliyyah of Engineering, IIUM.
She holds the post of Deputy Director, Centre for Professional Development,
IIUM. She is the secretary of the ITUM River of Life flagship programme and a
member in Friends of Klang River Basin. She is also a member of Malaysian
Higher Education Teaching and Learning Council (MAGNETIC) under the
Ministry of Education Malaysia. Her research interests are in the general areas
of green technology and industry, environmental sustainability, operation
research and management as well as engineering education.

ABDELAZIZ BERGHOUT, B.A., MIRKH, Ph.D., is Professor of Islamic
Civilization and Studies and former Deputy Rector (Internationalization,
Industrial and Community Relations), TUM. He has served in many
administrative positions and is the recipient of Ajman Award for Quality and
Excellence from the Ruler of Ajman, 2011. He has published 10 books and
more than 60 articles in English and Arabic.

ABDUL RASHID MOTEN, B.A. (Hons.), M.A., Ph.D., served as Senior
Professor in Political Science at the International Islamic University Malaysia.
Currently, he is Guest Writer at IITUM, and has published many books and
monographs and contributed more than 100 articles to peer-reviewed journals.

AZLIN SUHAIDA AZMI, B.Sc., M.Sc., Ph.D., is Associate Professor in

the Department of Biotechnology Engineering, Kulliyyah of Engineering,
ITUM. She is the Chairman of Plastic Waste Management, [ITUM Go Green
Committee. She has over fifty publications in the form of books, articles,
conference papers and book chapters.

AZURA AMID, B.Sc.Ed., M.Sc., Ph.D., is Associate Professor, International
Institute for Halal Research and Training (INHART), ITUM. She started
research in Halal area since 2006. She wrote a few books on issues related
to Biotechnology and Halal Sciences. She has also developed plant and
microbial-based ingredients to replace non-halal ingredients for food

301




Contributors

industries. She leads the “Feeding Tomorrow” project to ensure that the
communities outside the campus know and consume halal food for a healthier
lifestyle.

HARUNA BABATUNDE JAIYEOBA, B.Sc., M.Sc., Ph.D., is Assistant
Professor at the International Institute for Halal Research and Training
(INHART), ITUM. His areas of expertise are halal business and investment
opportunities, Islamic banking and Finance and relevant others. He is an active
researcher with several indexed publications to his credit.

HAZLINA MAZLAN, Bachelor (Hons.), is a Quantity Surveyor at the
Development Division, ITUM. She is currently the Head of Project
Management Unit and is responsible for the physical project implementation
as well as administration and management of contracts. Her experience
involves project management, Design and Build and Private Finance Initiative
projects implementation, Malaysia Plan development budget application and
ISO Quality Management System internal auditing. She is also involved in
the Development Division’s green initiative projects designed for achieving
campus sustainability.

HOMAM ALTABAA, B.A., M.A., Ph.D., is Assistant Professor, Department

of Fundamental and Inter-Disciplinary Studies, Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed
Knowledge and Human Sciences and Associate Editor of Journal of Islam in
Asia.

MA'AN AL KHATIB, Ph.D., CEng MIChemE (UK) is Associate Professor,
Department of Biotechnology Engineering, IUM. He is the founder and chair
of Friends of Pusu River and cofounder and Assistant Secretary of the NGO,
Friends of Klang River Basin. He served as Coordinator for the Nanoscience
and Nanotechnology Research Group (NANORG) in 2007-2015. His research
focus is in areas leading to sustainable environment. He is also member of
editorial boards of few peer reviewed journals, and also a member in several
professional engineering bodies.

MOHAMMAD AIZAT JAMALUDIN, BSh., MSh., Ph.D., is Assistant Professor
and former Head of International Halal Audit and Certification for International
Institute for Halal Research and Training INHART), ITUM. He specialises

in Halal Audit and Certification, Ecosystem Industry, Shari’ah Compliance
Services in Hospital and other organisations, Halal Training and Halal Module
Development. He has presented several papers in conferences on halal related
matters.

302




Contributors

MOHD AFFENDI MOHD SHAFRI, B.Sc., M.Sc., Ph.D., is Assistant Professor
in Biomedical Science Department at the Kulliyyah of Allied Health Sciences
ITUM. He has developed a research unit focusing on biofilm infection called ’
Biofilm Interest Group (BIG). His research interest is on biofilm infection as
the core theme, with pharmaceutics and regenerative medicine as supporting
domains. He is heading a research unit on Malay medicine and has published
many books on Malay medical manuscripts and has contributed many articles
in journals and encyclopaedias.

M. KAMAL HASSAN, M.A., M.Phil., Ph.D., is Professor Emeritus and
Honorary Advisor, CENTRIS, IIUM. He was the founding Dean of the
Faculty of Islamic Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences, and the Deputy
Rector for Academic Affairs in TUM. He was awarded the title Tan Sri for his
manifold contributions. He served as the third Rector of ITUM (1998-2006).
In 2011, he was elevated to the position of Distinguished Professor by the
Ministry of Higher Education, Malaysia. He has written books and contributed
many articles to academic journals.

MUHAIDEEN ABDUL KADER MOHAMAD IQBAL, B.Hsc., is currently
Administrative Officer, Sejahtera Centre for Sustainability and Humanity.

He has been serving as Administrative Officer in the International Islamic
University Malaysia for 10 years and was previously attached to Centre for
Islamisation and Management Services Division. He is currently pursuing his
Master in Education at the same university.

NAZARIAH SHAR'IE JANON, B.Hsc., M.Hsc., Ph.D., is Assistant Professor,
Department of Psychology, Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed Knowledge and
Human Sciences, TUM. She teaches Developmental Psychology, Child
Psychology and Adolescent Psychology, and secured several grants as principal
investigator and co-investigator. She has contributed many articles in peer-
reviewed journals.

NORZALIFA ZAINAL ABIDIN, B.A., M.Sc., Ph.D., is Assistant Professor at
the Kulliyah of Architecture and Environmental Design, TUM. She teaches
interior design and her recent architectural and interior design work is the
Masjid Ara Damansara in Ara Damansara District, Selangor. She is also
involved in community engagement works in helping the Orang Asli in
Gombak, Selangor. She was the Assistant Secretary of Insaf Malaysia (an
NGO) helping the needy. She has published books and book chapters.

303




Contributors

NUR JANNAH HASSAN, B.Sc., M.Ed., Ph.D., is Assistant Professor,
Department of Fundamental and Inter-Disciplinary Studies, Kulliyyah of
Islamic Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences, IIUM. She is a seasoned
educator, with more than two decades of teaching experience. She has also
been involved in planning and administrating educational endeavours.

NUR MASTURAH MOHAMAD ARIF, B.Sc., M.Ed., is Counsellor in the
International Islamic University Malaysia and is in-charge of Residential
Counselling Unit under the purview of Counselling and Career Services
Centre, ITUM, and entrusted to establish therapeutic ecosystem at residential
level to support students’ holistic development and foster mental well-being.
She is also responsible for handling crisis cases that involve psychological first
aid and provide guidance to third party on how to handle crisis at the kulliyyah
or residential level.

NURUL JANNAH ZAINAN NAZRI, B.A., M.IRKH., Ph.D., is Assistant
Professor in the Department of Qur’an and Sunnah Studies and the head

of Islamisation at the Centre for Islamisation at the International Islamic
University Malaysia (ITUM). Her research interests are mainly in Hadith Text
Criticism, Contemporary Issues in Sunnah, Gender Studies and Sociology.

She has been actively involved in organising many international conferences
around the world and contributed articles to many books and refereed journals.

RAUDLOTUL FIRDAUS FATAH YASIN, B.A., M.IRKH., Ph.D., is Assistant
Professor in the Department of Qur’an and Sunnah Studies, Kulliyyah of
Islamic Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences, IIUM, and is the Deputy
Director of Sultan Haji Ahmad Shah Mosque, IIUM. She has over fifty
publications — books, articles, conference papers and book chapters — to her
credit.

ROHAIZA ROKIS, B.Hsc., M.Sc., Ph.D., is currently Associate Professor at
the Department of Sociology and Anthropology, the International Islamic
University Malaysia. She specialises in sociology of work, particularly in
women employment, gender studies and social enterprises. She also had a
research attachment at the Yuan Ze University, Taiwan. She has published
many books and contributed scholarly articles in reputed journals.

RUSTAM KHAIRI ZAHARI, B.Sc., M.Sc., Ph,D., is Assistant Professor

of Urban and Regional Planning at the Kulliyyah of Architecture and
Environmental Design, the International Islamic University Malaysia (ITUM).

304




He is currently the Director of the Development Division and is responsible
for the planning and implementation of IIUM’s various physical projects.

He is involved in various research and publication undertakings in the areas

of urban planning curriculum, sustainable community/housing and green
building technology, township development, special area plans, and vulnerable
communities.

WAN MAZWATI WAN YUSOFF, B.B.A., M.B.A,, Ph.D,, is Assistant
Professor, Department of Fundamental Knowledge and Inter-disciplinary
Studies, Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences,
ITUM. She teaches creative thinking and Islamic worldview, and is a certified
trainer for Philosophy for Children Program (P4C). Currently Wan Mazwati
is active in conducting research in hadith for application in education,
psychology and communication and in developing materials for teaching
Islamic Education using the philosophical inquiry method.

WAN ZAHIDAH WAN ZULKIFLE, Bachelor of Dental Surgery, M.Hsc., is

a research officer at Sejahtera Centre for Sustainability and Humanity, the
International Islamic University Malaysia. She holds a medical degree from
Universiti Sains Islam Malaysia and previously practicing at Hospital Kuala
Lumpur. She founded the Kintsukuroi Doctors’ Support Group in Hospital
Kuala Lumpur, focusing on workplace and psychological wellbeing. The
group was later officially established and replicated at various hospitals in
Malaysia. Her current research interest is in Organizational Change, Education
for sustainable development and behavioral change towards sustainable
development.

ZAINAL ABIDIN SANUSI, B.Hsc., M.A., Ph.D., is Associate Professor,
Department of Political Science, Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed Knowledge
and Human Sciences, IIUM and the Director, Sejahtera Centre for
Sustainability and Humanity, ITlUM. He served as Minister Council (Education)
at Malaysian High Commission, London. He has participated in many
international workshops and conferences on the subject as both speaker

and invited participant and discussant. His current research interests are in
Sustainability Science, Education for Sustainable Development and Public
Policy Analysis.




5
W 2 EXPERIENCES OF 2

THE INTERNATIONAL ISLAMICUNIVERSITY MALAYSIA

The International Islamic University Malaysia has, since 2018, redoubled its struggle to restore
its wisdom, strengths, and dignity and promote comprehensive excellence. Hence, the
University adopted the United Nations'sustainable development agenda as a complement to
the University’s vision and mission of Islamisation, Integration, Internationalisation and
Comprehensive Excellence.

The book explains the ways in which the SDGs will provide a new strategy to apply the concept
of Islamisation, which has long been the foundation of the [IUM. Consequently, the university’s
operations and facilities have been adjusted so that they become mediums in applying and
showcasing a lifestyle that is sustainable. Everything in the university i.e. the curricular and
extra-curricular courses, the research activities, and everyday operations in administrative
offices and other places are geared towards sustainable development in line with the magasid
al-shart‘ah. Elements of sustainability are integrated in every aspect of the university's
administration and, indeed, in teaching, research and community engagement. Consequently,
the [IlUM has adopted “Humanising Higher Education through magasid al-sharrah and SDGs”
as its official strategic mission.

ABDUL RASHID MOTEN served as Senior Professor in Political Science at the International
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