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The Clash of Cultures: A Study of Muslim
Literary Reaction to Western Domination

Tiassagm A, L Nagar

The theme of culioral clash betwazn Eus! snd Wass (o allernatively, North and South)
i Muaslim fiction emerged as @ resull ol the Musling World's socio-histozic and political
sreounier with the West al the wm of 138 previous certury I bis study agemats to
analyze this theme intwo novels Tromthe Muslm world. As far as content is conee rwl,
my approach wll be of @ soeio-histeric natwe, Afier 2zmablshing e stpmificance ol
this theme, I plun w closely sxamine the central charscters i these noyvels hy exploring
thelr variety of zttimdes towards Western vivilizazon and Western auliure. [ will alse
try Lo exeming the impact of Weslemn domirnanior on slamic seeictizs not only in socio

__..i...,..n..,um:n_m..n.:.r.”n&m&._c:v,.,_..:_\,,.,_B..;Eu#.Em:.&_:_ .:.-.,_E_mn...

Lag mnposition of Furnpean colonialism oo Africa and Asia led macy Alllcans
and Asians to lose conlidence in tacir culture and values, The leng peciod ol subjugalion
i1 Western rele led 1 u proat culmizal shock i fhe Muslin world. The reaction Lo this
chock i the Muslim world m general and in the Arah world in particular. haw whken
many forns, In horh potineal and cullural arenas, the reaction has not heen directes
solely towards the West, The Muslites hegan to {ook back ar thelr owr cnlfure. aslang
how much, if at all, 1t consibuled o ~heir subjugation and defeat

1ae present study will consider the various views on this oroblem expressed
m Muglin fiction, und the ways m wiich these vicws are related to the secio-listoric
realities it Mushim world. The goal of this study s to active st a eritical interpretation
of the idcologen! solunons (if azy) proposed =y the wrisers whose works 2re under
investipalion | hese works are: (1) YunvA Llagqv's Oadii Dmme Hasim (The Saints
Lempy, (2) Uanudu Kane's Ambiguous Aavertre,'

It trying to anulyee content i these povels, | elosely examine the centrel
characters in these works and explors (Lo waricty of Muosim swmitudss towasds
Vestern civilizution and Western cultuee.” Talsn hope to determine whether thers is
a contradiction herween the Lterwry creation of tagse writzrs and the soeio-Kstoriaal

tealitics of the socteties which they desesibe. A very heated Sebale is 411 FAIT A N
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Mhsliz sacietes, particularty in North Africa regarding the way in which Muslinss can
schizve supremucy and cerch 1p with the West, Tn this respect, thie Wist has posed 3
veat challengs to fhe Muslims.

Howuver, an artitnde of esarvauon 14 always: present wnong many Mushms
regasding whal aspacts of Western culre they sbould smulate. The writers whosee
warks are urder investigation hete huve contrmbuted ideas om this Ssee. Some of thaj:
Lasic sund] comvicnions are the suhject of much dispule, ax T shall indicase lufor

In fircnsing on this theme as 17 presents itsellin the novels under study, one ns
[tam the Peginaing polut vul thas these novels tresr 2 hast of fntricale #nd (bl =t
tFemes. and that restulcling omeself to fhis single thame is necessary to limit the e
nf this study. When, es ar assect of this theme, we ponder hie guestion of whether the
centrel charactens in these novels emcrize as repessentatives af fhsir sacieties, telivering
speciiic social di'emmzs or simgly s individuals fum (hese sociesies expueriencing
persenal dilemmas, we are in fuct delvizg inta the wer'd of meaning in narraTve art,
wlicl is definad as the outcone of the relationship herween the fictivnal warld crecied
oy theaathors and the roul world as it exisls® On another level al m2amng we wlo
et to determung whether the main fiaures in taese novels fineting a5 representulive
orillustzative churaciors, sirce illustration and representaton in narrativa o | are quite
distinet in Lelalion to the issue of actua Lry. Scholes end Kellogz show this distinenon
very clemrly:

Hlusiration ditters frum representation in namrarive art in that il docs not
suik o reproduee setuality but to present selected especis of the actual,
casences referabic for their meaning not to historical rsvchological,
or sociological muth but (o cilies’ and metepliysicel truth. Nlustretyve
characlirs e concepts in arthropond shape or fmapments of the humuar
psyche masquernding ax whole humar beinss. Thus we are nol callad
upem o urderstand their motivation ax if ey were whale Lumsn heings,
hut to undeysiund the prirciples ey ilusreate through therr actions m a

narcative frumework *

Bzfoie we try 10 detennine whether the ghove deseripuon of illustrative and
represenlutive characters apphies ta any ‘of the mamn figures in these novals we need
to exunine the social and culrra! forces shaping them, as well us their individualistic
tails 4nd qualities as relzred 1 these nararives. Diaing s cnahles us to determing
whether the eonllivts srise from u dislirhed callective womszionea or fisrely efloel
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pessorel peculiarues and aspiretinns.

Ambigiious Adveniee 15 divided mla rwo uneves parts.” The firsl parl trzc
the life af Samba Diallo (the cenmra hero), who conzes from fhe Diallobd nohle rulir
Family, frem the tine be issix vears old annl he Hnishes secondary schoo] and & “2ad
0 leave for Fravce. where most of the seeond pact thes place

It s Lo the Diallobé comumumal enviroament that Samiba Dialls iz frses. Amor
the peonls wha cortrbute 0 sheping s charewer is Lhieto, the hirtanic schio
teachier, who represents the spiril 17 the Diallosc, =nd has the most Lmpact uzon Sarl
From arramd the couatry of the Diallebé, Zamilies send thel: children w e Leache
conimaing tor the honor ol his f2aching them. T is uz to fhe wacherin acoept orrrjes
whomever he chooses from amerg the children. Hewever, in the case of Samba. 1@
teacher parsonelly requests the boy's Tamnily to allow 2 Toy 70 be ore of his student:
Thus Sarcba THallo 15 brought to the wachsr, whe ks poszession of botl his soul an
body. The texcher’s exterior hasshress towards Surriha, cotpled with his unexprosse
love forhim, 15 par of aa inidation process after which, the teacher bapes. the by wi
cmenye more prepared Wwomderate De tniyue rale that awais hims

= Now 1L wes mue-though e foughl arsinst iz Teellug-lhat he loved Samba
Diulla as ke had never loved any disciple. His harshnass toward (ke by
: WES T rA0 10 1is bputicnes to rd him ol ull is mora wealdesses, and
B lo mke him the masteroicee oF his own career. He kad educated and
N teveloped numerous generations of adoleseents, and he kaew thal he wes
| now naer dzall. Bu. at the same tine, as limself he folethet the cour lry
o ol tae Diallobd wis dying Som the assaclt of 5 steanger come from Reyarid
thz sz, Bufors deperong this it the tsaches would iy Ly lzave fo the
Duallone sich a man as the counmyv's gract pest had prondiced ® (p. 23)

Tt %8, ther, the airc of the teacher to deliver 1 Ssmba the myvstic wisdors tha
sccks the eternal Luppiness of the spirit and (o edeh him how to live with desth an
how 1o diz. However. 1n her argumenis with <he teachar, The Mus: Roval Tady (the

P Tdenetwear oaliclus on Slment o8 fieron 7 e sunflist hare to referth ks g zle it Ldoe pluc
WH 20 e divecnal op s 2 cEusng disharmuy and dstarbance of geace of winl T 6 sludly
- e Lepicl Kmare's vlwdelogy of aaalyzing D Journzy mant;, Ploase sheck hic o ce siffad
“luamiy £ Metaphe B0 Addvm Lporatuee,™ Al Dremmime Saiess The Frront St By
Foosens, stephen Ainld (50 Wastingtry, D0 Thess Coulinends Prass, TURS, pr 1
Histialesd, fur the ik of o, Ambigyos :

Pathis sy, evombiane fram e Frolishtamslayed sommess wi Thvee fhiek oo
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tind o the Diallobe} believes [hat such an 2pproach w the education of the vouuy
generanon in her couctry would only consalidate the presareeof the colonializre:

-.Maost Roval Lady, that was & chisf, vour Sther, who showed 0 me-ta
me the witerpreler of the Wook-low a man should diz. T should ke o
transiil tis boon it his tle nephew.

I revere my (urner, and the memary you have ol him,” the Mos: Ruyal
Lady responded, “but I belicve that the time hus come 20 1each ow sons tio
live. T loresee thar they will have to do withe word of the living, mwhica
the valnes of d=ath will he scotted ar and hankrupt,

Mo, Madame. Thase ars the ultimate valuss, which siil! have their place
At the pillow o e last hunan being. You sz that T wm impuring the life
W your voung cousm, aud vou take a stand agains me Lor me, huwever,
the Luxk 1= not agreesble, or easy. | beg vou 1o o Temot e, and o leave
ils firmness to my hand. After this decp wonnding, fron o hand <aat 15
fatherly. | promise yon that this child wil never wound himszlf You will
see from what steire he too will darinate lite, and deuth™ (op. 27 28),

Drespiie his obwions sislence on the education of Semba, the teacher s quite
sortusec when e Thiallobs peuple and leaders seck his advice as to whether or o
*hey should send their children W s foreign schoul. Tndeed. the whale yuesnon of thel
Zefzal has driven hivn o cortinuous theught and meditation. He ruly bebeves tha
Muslims are tie only seople left who adhers to monctheisi, At the samie time lie s
ot suire that they huve been deficied becanse they are mdlenzily weal, It is Szmha
Jiallo’s tather who szys:

.- But we are amorg the 1ast men ou earth o possess God as He veritably

151 Llis Uneness... How are we to save him? When the hand is Teeble,

the spiri: rues greer risks, for iz is by the hand that tie spitit is d2lended. ..

(p. 10}, i

Whern (ke schocl principul says that 3 s wlso trie that the spir't nms preat risks
vien the hand is too strong,™ the teacker 's answer is:

Porhaps it s beer <o 1F Gud has assures thel vidlery over us i ds
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apparently buvause we, who are His zealots, kave offeuded Him, Lor &

lonig time, (od’s worshippers ruled the worid (p. 117

Tlius, the teacher earnestly seeks to wiiny subszncs from Eis disciples buranse
he believes that their Gefeal is by reason of weekness A7 fairh and that the only way o
stunplhen thie faith ggain s hy the refinement af -ha sparit, Practiced on Samba 1iallo,
this philosorhy has un astomizhing impact, The oy has demonstrated @ great fove and
desive for leamiag the Word and pursulng the path <hat leudds L spiriteal hagpanzss and
sanstaction. His passionate lovs for dealh-meditation ard Fis oRssssan with stermel
lre ecfer death has, prven his age, lerefied thoss cluse W i amaong the elders of the
comiruzily. He is diszovered lyine asleep embracing the grave of Old Rells, a relative
of lx, n the cemetery, The news is brought o the Most Royal Lady: the siser of
the chief of the Diallubé, who immegiatsly gows and fetches her cousin Samba, As a
rowalt of this incidenl, and alzo because 0 hor srong belisfin lhe valves of living and
m materizl power ¢ 2 defense agains. colonial aggression, she s able to enfores bor
opiniol agains: that of the tegcher und the chief of the Dizllobs and thus scud Sambe
Dialle Ly the Westem school now pianted on Diallehé soil Her philesephy = well
explained in her conversutions with both the chicl and the tezcher, The fent that she is
suzzesstil in deciding for her community on such & eonfusiig issue indicetes oot only
e perplexity and indecisivensss of the populace and leadershin of the Diallobe, bul
alsn the strength of characrer and leadership gualimes with which she is endowed. She
5AYE:

Cur prandfather, and the ¢hie of the countiy wilh hivn, was deteated, Wh ¥
How?! Only the neweomers know, We mpst sk 1 Em; We st go e leam
trom thent the urt of conquering withow. hoing in the right, Furthurmore,
the conflict has not vet ceasad. The foreiga scheol is the now form of the
war wiich those who have come here a-e waging and we must send ol
elit there, expecting that #71 the covntry will follow Tem. 11 16 well fhat
omee more the elite should lead the way, IT there i< 7 sisk, they are the best
prepaced to cope successtully with it, beeause they are the musl firmly
attached to whal they are. Irthere is wood m be drawn from L they shoyld
als¢ e the first 40 acquure that, This is what 1 wish ¥ou o =y, My brother
And. sinee the master is presens T chould like to add snother ward: Our
determination to send the nohle vouth to the Foreiyn schonl will never b
lisllowed by the pecpic Lnless we begic by aencing arrochildren diere.
o 1 thmk thal vour children, my brother, ws well ag our cousin, Samba

Lhalla, shoull sien the procession dpp 37-3%)

L1 I I T ' I 1 - - - Ie] 1 1
el L Whosr Mol Lady's dedisom is ot based on love e the forsizn s2loc]
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She, in Fact, has sxpressed ker detestation far ity afeciing | belieye shared by the Chier
by Sumha Dially's futher (the Kuigat), and by te Qur'anic schoal eacher {Thiem
bimse™ ™ The histrical situatiorn, arvwever, leaves the Diallohés with two choiges
Eilker they attempl o remain themselves gad, (s face the puswihiliny ot buing slaves
an thewr ooant lard. i wksch egac change mighl cven be foreed im theny, or vnd=avor mg
maiatain somw: kind of Aarmony hetwean A fcan spinituclism and Western materialism
i thair land. Bt the Mos: Reyal Lady presents whet seems 1o me to be a thisd teclica]
“westera” way:

The schogl o whick 1 woutd place our ehildrea will kill in them whar
loday we luve and dghily conserve with care. Pethups the very memnr
of us will diz in them. When they reumm from the school, thare may bz
thase whis will nio teeeonize us, What 1 am poy nsing 15 that we should
Aglec o diz 0 our children®s hezre and that the forejenvrs who have
_.._E,_n.._.,.._:.u..m:&:_,.w

48

fill the pluce. wholly which we sqall huve iett fres {p.

Lo Thizmi, b1s counlty's conaet with the West i contaet with & matesialise

Godless culiore that is 1o involved with the immecdiate and senznal He ducs not
ik that Western malerialisat will ive in harmmy with Afican spirtualism, Ver he
recagnizes the material might of e West and aven coLsicers It imporanl e Gad
worshippers:

Avis cenzn that their school s 4 herrer teeelier af haw to |oin wooo 1o
wood. and that men shoid leamn Fow 1o constret awellicg hocsss thet
resisl e weather . We must hrild salid duw cllicgs for mien. =02 within

tioss dwellings we mest save God (o 170

lorarenver, the eacher, wha repiusene & eonservative Muslim Afrca, does nal

weep! the mutenzlism within the loreign school, the matericlistr thar comss Fom
ithout Africa Lo wants Samiba w he trzught weeording w custom sa tha burw wel

nust remain a gowrd whose vocation is to stick lovingly to the 01! The question taat
~cleems Lhiedaw i+ that of how the Diallohé cap feliill therr matzre! necds through

emain limseld widiwul 5y cullural or spiritwal rross-breeding. To the teachor. Sam=z

sreipn educution snd calture whil= preserving then tredivon. To i one canmot learn

s witheut forpgening D¢ prher

LT roded thesn ey o o e

zaschiou]. ey would Yearr all <15 waveaf

B e —

TIC CLASH OF O TURES

Jocning waod w0 wond which we do i know, Bul, lezming, they wonld
ulsa forget. Would whar they would Tearn be worth s mch as whal they

witid forget? (n.

SRS
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nsky mission. In one of the tmcking momens i the Bock, Sermsa Drelle vries ang
sobs when fie zoes to suy goadbye to the Qur'aic schoo! tweacher and Lis diseiples,
Mevertheless, Samba s anlz io suppress s personal desire to Stay o the Chartinae
school :nd henee, 1 nlemalizes ths preclems of his pecple. The conflic. 1o Hing, novw
beeumes an interpersonz] {z0cial) coe. This mission of his in France is o e sakeef
his parple.

lemitl, the protagonist i Hagqis The Sawds Lawmp, Daars certain simiTarnes
tn Samba Digllo. Tike Szamba he comes Tum the traditiozw] peasanmv-and this 5
somservative background [t ixin Cawro, pag teularlyan the district ofal-Savy iy Zavh,
e of the most macitional pats of the vity, that Ismiil rooeives kis suliid religipne
grounding. ' Tn this religious ammosplicre, which is ot devoid af superstitiom and saiq
wosship, Tsmal learns the whels Quran by heart. Amang the various infliences arnnd
Isiniil, religicus life in the Square of al-Savyida Zaymab becomes infearal fhe Saint's
[eusls hecome fie people™s feasts and the calls of the muezzin the't anly clock 12

Alraid of the mockery of his age-mates and knawitg thar parsuing e religious
sdication would not lead o matzrinlly satisbving carcer, 2ath al-Shaykna Rajuh
ind his son arres on the seovlar {torciim) school as the choize for Tsmat, Lherefure,
tis dectided that gpon firisking hich school Ismal should 20 lo Englang to stuny
selithalmaology,

If the defvut of the Dialiahé is e driving force behind Samsa’s journcy ta the
Westar behall of hes people o Ay Gie seercls of Western power, Isma'T's motive
n s massion W Fnzland i mAly to salisfv 3 personal confier It is mads clear
Tom L1e boginning of the narratve that the przsuit of seeular educatioz, both withuy
ind watheul Feypt will tnahle Lo’ ard hes family o 2w materiul progesss aud
srascenily. which are cenmal to their wall-being, The sizncficancs of this decision wil
12 fully explored a litle later,

The jowney anderteken hy the protagemisrs i these novels serves o host of
wrpases. On the thematic Jovel, i expands the nartglivie m 2ack book and hence
wovides more space for tie exploration of the major theme In this way. the journey
0 the Wesl also provides an oppaciunity for characwer srowth and chanps. since new
itiativns and challenses face the cenral charaetors in therr land of foreizn sojourn. All
L this in the end huightare the fmpact of the culiral controLlzlion in a very diarmatic
HHTTISE, i

AS an initiation and rile of passape, e Jowrey alsa furniches the protapanists

Tt Hashim, " Sl Ir FOEEErme re Tl 6018 e riar S el
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With # chance (al least iz 2 theoratisg] sunse) 1o cope with or resolve Lheir contlicts,
be they personal or wter-personal Londesl snodgh, & a2 sune lime that these
characters sirive to regein barmony and pezce for thenselves ar thei- ancietes in the
tard of forsign sojouri, anorhar alu ming provess tases place. This new annosphore
nwhich they find fiemseivas equips thars with the advantage ol Tackmg back wl their
socleles Irom afey, perkaps Sor the frst e, Tt etables them ta compare two Sistinet
value wystems, naither of whicl may be absuluts or parfieen. The sitation, in which the
Protararists’ Sullural asswnplions are hald in check, lvad them either Lo reatfre ar o
reject seme or all of their gultural values. Added 1o this, resw siliatioms and contlicts
emerge and e protagounisly’ handlicg of thege chiafleges in seme cases bave g Lraaie.
lasting imnpact, as we shall s=s lae:.

Onz strking liccrary chamacteristic is observed as these protagonis:s Tnally settle
in the Tend of forcipn sojourn, It is ter that the nEmativis hegin ta be averpopulated
by Western famale characters, Fxcept for a fow mino: imale charactons whose prasence
is nenessary only 1o reveal and expose the main charcelors in these naTailyes, thera s
a roticeable shsence of [Ty ceveloped whire male characters who could help in the
dramatic intesifeation of the main fsue which these worles wliress,

Ambignous, however, emeipes st devoid of the Stetary e'chés that distingish
the uther work, There iz o conventional rounanee with o whee womaw, nor is there Eny
Lint of reez] prejadice m the book. The stuzy shows that Sumbs Dialle s allracied to
bva vong wounen, T ucaerinesthe white French pritl-and Adele-the Afiieun mrl whose
funily has chosen Trance as 2 doricils, Howcever, despite T netenne's meving glances
und shy touches, she 2nd Sariba remais fHends. Vet lier Mendship with Szmba reflecuy
A clear philosozhieal encounrer, sivee she =elisves in Marxisin as 2 suttablz solubon
o e speeal problem of the Af fear peoples. Ax fo- Adele, we lesm taat hor Afrcen
beauly awakens ceriain emotions 7 Samiba's heart. Although His attraction (o Adele
drives mm to walk her arm in arm in the quays of Paris, we Tears thet Lis fealings are
not revealed W et Instead these hidder feelirgs of guilt are ultmalely Tppressed
hy Samba, who calls Limse’® “Mbaiw," 2 slave name his Samily had tssd o shagc
ham with when he induwiyred m ad behavier. The facf s, threugloul the stary, Surha
dozs nut exbebit any persosal dreurns o- ambitions Fven at the mement of Lis crisix in
Frarce-a time thul eam arouse twsti'aia-he never shows any signs of homesickness or a
yearming tor rewnion with Lis A frican communcty. Sach sxpression of individual needs
und desirss may uederming the noval’s limited philusephical mtent, Indeed, “Kape
acmite his mwadess only w hose carefully eanstruciod demai's that sel frth his versior

ol the beeno's crisis of consczengs, ~6
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Quee in France, Samba Digllo tinds hicsell experieacing a solit beoweed L
niind awd his spirit Consequently. he undersoes an upsetting suggle o preserve
fis spaiial unity 10 is 4 particularly agonizing process, given Sumha’s cultural
upbringing inwhick there 18 00 room for Coubtm reatters of faith, Contary to this [s the
Wesl's edueationz| and culwura] philvsophy. Luilt around skepteism, thes philusonky
thoes nat take rebgions faith for pramted ‘Lhus, God, wha i3 so ceprral (as the rraig
siree of gindance and salvation) 1o the existence und will-bemg of Sambu’s werld,
1% ned ﬂ_nﬂn.mp#.na as such by Wostern cultere, which views the material wiivierse a8 the
source of knowlsdge,

In this mease covironment that secks knowledoe onlyv 1o un ompitical warls,
Samba 1523 his religion met ey as an alfiration of his Dinllohs spirt, it alsp es g
shield for spiritue] survival ¥ He begins to show f2ar of the oulzomes of kis aibirions
adventwy Lo the West. Whern wwhed what he will du in his conafry upen Dnishing ais
studivs, his matashonical mrwer expresses coubt shiur whetker be skall relrmn heme
izl

It ey be that we shall be captuced ut the end of our fideru ¥, vamgizied

by owr adventirs itself. [t suddenly coonss wo s thal, wll alemp our road,

we have not ceased to mewrnorphose ourselves, sl we see oarselyes

as ather than what we were. Sortetimes the THMOMPAGSLS 15 nol vven

finished. We have turmed ovrseives icto hybrids, and there we wre lof,

Ther we Fide ourselves, filled with shatze (po. 112-113),

As the strugele hoetween tae mind wnd (he spirt es roads to salvelion hecghtens
within Samba’s psvehe, he begins to huve Anpe in the aility o rezson ro take him back
e ks previous unguesnoning itk Ultiraately this struggle lewds Sambe to & crisis of
adugl conmlexity, 33 he hinsell notes:

Tar: tiot a distinet coantry of the Diallohé facing a distnet Qucidenr. and
agpozciativg wilh & cool head whel Tamust rake from it und what 1 must
weavs wilh it hy way of countertalance. | have become (he two, Fhers is

net a elear mind deciding between the two faclors of 4 choices. Thers is o

soange namre, i disuess over not seing Lwa (ppe 150-515.

The cnneal hvbeic qualty which Sanha now acdiores ciehes him somewhas
similar to Adele; who ix 2 mulate. By Addlos Avhrid phivsical churac erizrics da ot
reflent az atfinmed cu’mral Bybuid peture. Tles eacounter with Samha, and tae ahw
vanversations she 7us witt hin, awakon sene suppressad Fuclirs she bes never hiad
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the chunce of Z1scassimg wita anyune bediere, Inzildition 10 hel expressed comyplaint
Sacibe shout the aridity oF her envirarment und whar she Lelicves i= the strang: natuee
ol the whie people srovnd ber perkaps uneossiously she veams woend buer Tressnt
sull exile, which had 2ot been (he cage for Fer greal-groal Mushm grandfather, wha
was 2nslaved, baprized aad planted aguinsr his il on Wastern soil. Hearing Adele’s
capression of hatred of Woslerners, Surrha begs her not to feel thus; Yot be uters the
harshest words 1n the enlirz Zook aboul Westerers:

-- they inwrnosed themselves, ard urdertook (o ransform me o (Leir
"mage, Progressively, Gy Rrovght me out from the heart of things. snd
eccustomul me wo Live al a distacee from the warld i Lo,

The irery 15 tat at Lhis cavical momene in e i7e of Sancba, 1his innacent vounzs
gl lovks o bem 2o lelp her understznd thongs enid peaple and show ker how “ia o
back L Afrca™ When she asks Lim to deliver her from her snper and teach her “1o
peneirate to the Lt of tie workd™ (2. 160), she s shocked and sazdensd by 7is rephe
“Tden’s kaow whether one can ever find Mar road arsin once ane hus Jost o b
Tl

The emotional sulferitg taal follows this answer Jorces Adele o head for
Jouie. Weeping sienlly kestde him oz the froin rids <o ker homne, Samaa ervisions the
planiorr of the teaclier to which his implorzg thoughre are addressed:

Master, what 15 left for me? The shadivws gee clesineg imen me, 1 an
longer bum at the hzart o7 paople aml things™ (p, 181)

Surnba 1halle's Tuther (the Kaighlj asks him w discortinue Lis sindiss and come
back irrmediatzby because, o s Kmizhr, the presevarior of Lis son's {mith 1s e
Luportant than the porsuit of study that will even increase his calral eliznation. e
Lelicves that his son betrays bis faith mainly becanse he fils 1o remember G by lais
thanghts aud uetions, by body as well as by mind 1 'To e Knight, m the wap netwear
mere pailusophizing and the observencs of re tEous praclice, Hes the core of iz son's
Plight. Belef that 15 auL supported by aesian 1 an cinpey clatm that mav not wathatgnd
the test of time acd Misiory. His son misr come bome, since he abendons GoZ by ro®
being shle (o creale a halznss bebweest the o clemerts of taitk, because e Jils o
fieed “the read 1 the mosoue™ In. |6
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Thg rolz the Wosrern ternale oluys in the Life of the intellectez] Amh continnes

Fans” Isiaal, the cenmal charweler in Lamp, leaves Ais homelasul for Englzngd
tasizing eboul Enropesn wouen:

Lp to tha! tims a2 had been chaste and had oot approuched a wanan:
lndeed, he would be lying 1t Ae denivd that ke was hunpry for this durk

girl Torall women, and lastly and capecially for the womer of Elripe
{p. 1%

The above quatalion is highly symbolic, as we shail see lazer, monly of Tacnatls
s o virginity and inmocence thronzh the Wesier female, bul of s entirs culmre]
version that takes place through hes as wll Mary, the fellow Fnglsh student wh
ezs madivine with fsminl. iz clearly & symbol of Woslern civiazation: ang it |«

ough Lizr that the hero Ga'ls vnder the inflience of {iis vivi'izanon:

Through her his 's7iness aud dullqess; w sre replazed by aclivily enc self-
eonfidence. She ozened up naw harizons of beacry belore his eyes: She
awaked in him the love of 2t and Deenty in mwsic, in natre and in the
Euman spirit (7. 15).

Nol paly doss Mury equip Landil with a new jdes] of beauty, bul she causes
Teat wdansformation in his cerso: ity a5 well, Hiy phwsical agpearanee, snd Lis
s philososzhy o life, cramutivally change:

Inthe past hieabways looked for somethen 1 entside himsedf=0 lean agajusl,
somediing ke religion snd tradizion. pez on which Lo hazg his precions
coel. But she used w el bim thut whoever reslod o 3 pee would remais
all Wis life a slave in taer peg, illing nexw to it 1o keepan evie um his cost,
She inz:sted tha! one’s peg shon!d be inside (meself p, 19),

1be clash herwesn thesc two ditherent sers of values which the haro caroriznces
s 10 2 neticesbls chasge in ks men, cocial, aad menes attindes, Fwvenmmally,

Tivests himseld of Lis relizon, teplucing 1t with & stubbomn belic” in se-ence and
. This, i bera, has s price; for Tmat su/Ters from a nervius hreakdoswn, only
< cured leter by Bis “saviour™. Mary. However he gradually frees himszI fror
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the inTnence of Mary, whom he used o Tonk at as & master Ly the thne be succeeds
L altainieg his independent sers omalily, he 1s neitier angered nor saddened whet she
ieaves bum for enother mar o Fer awn eounny. “Lika all artists she was Sored with hes
work onge L was finshed” (p 21 1

Having eompleted his msdies’ studics, Tem3ll now heads for his horeland a
ditterent porson altopether. e s now obsessed with a new interpersonel conflic® By
wey ol imatinude, L mn‘eids to establisk private clinic where he can praetice medicine
SC 35 I he able Wi “nay back’ his Sving family and help them Lve o comfortable B,
Al the zame tme, he i3 resulutely detanmined o fight for the liberation. of the masses
(ruem the superstitions praclices olreligion, Little does ke knew thar susk ar BLUTITIHIG,
challenging 1z¢k aptails, ubave all. compassion ard an oulsindice ablity o AcTest
the masses and mix with then: iy & FAMNZ iy Suzh a requirement cunnaot be e,
given the here’s cullurs) transtor miation, especially wha 7 Tary tavght him—detaching
hiziself from the helpless “scum™ and "parasTes” ol y; iety who van only pill dowr
with them to the homtom of the s2a taose who extend a Rzlpmg hund. '

Lhus, like Samba Diello, 1smail goes hame al=zady n conflier with his tradiion,
Thlike Tsmarl, however, Samps relums bome, shaken, undelermined, conlused, and
suftzring, Mis nme from an agonizing persoual conflic:. The compromise reached by
Dembu (the new spizitia] leader ¢hnean by the ieacher ol the Dialol

sebelore his death),
15 open to new ideas, allows the Diallo=é chuldren to go fir 70 tae traditiorsl echoq]
aud thien fa the “forcm™ one by hieir leisure honrs,” This compromise, however, doss
et prevent Sarcha’s tregedy. Faving becomne a culiural baltbreed be now foreuls
everything, cven how to prey. s thevlogical, emctional, and mental breakdows
demonstroles o his peonle bis betsaval of the conuninal trust pluced ie kim, for which
he finally pays with Liis owwn 298 24 the hazds ol the faal,

Like Samcba in £nrdiguoy, Tsmail loses hix faith when be iz under the ‘nflusnice
of Wsrera culture. This renuncisrion of liis faith. and Lis refection of his peaple thar
g0 haed in hund. Az a conscynetics, in s homeland he sxpetdances somie infens:
confrontativns with Jis indigenous culiume hetore Iy limally arrives ul a reconciliofon
Ths destrucon of Unm Haskim's lamp, wth whase oo bis mother vsed to troat the
eves of his cousic Futma, cleady points o his dishelier in the valies of Lis people
But (I his peaple’s helefs are fuspomainle for alvost cending Famma to Llinctness, hs
Purcly medical tnesrment cawses mare comatications 2iud leads the soor zirl to ulomate
disaster. Lacking anv sind of somtmugicason WIT b Tarely. and out of s failure
I fredl Dis consm’™ eves saccessHelly, Tamail siss in' deprassion end msery. He
COTOEE W TN TaT stroets of Caire) g lessly tving 1o case the preeldiscommon within
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. Ho 2eging o fnd comfort and trangulity in associating with the pogy people
wrond the square of The minsque. L= neitier myvstical medigtion nor reasoming thut
nakes sl eventually repain bes faith, ratter the secial compamorisbop of the nesy,
it happy people ol the scuare. Thus restoration of Ismdil®s fith coireides with hig
sintegration with e people of lus homelsng. He attains such a Aigh leve’ of clariny
i consclence Lhul he withessess Lhe nored occasian of (e fopviat a-Cade (Nigh! ar
*owsr) wilh the mrear Muslin: Suinls. Lipom succecding n curing Fitima's aves, [smat
dusrges us A svwngss of Faet and West, Tn a vamne, bt svinbolically understoog
numer, Yehed [laqol tells us thar the presence of fauth and telipions values {i: un dgu
" stivnee and lechnology s essencial 1o preserving both the physical and spiniTal
seistonee of mean, Ly this WAy, Areh socielv iz 2ble to quairtEin is identiny while at the

ame tinie acquiing from Western culnire what can salin and advance the Epeuial
1ezde af modarn Mushine life,

Perhaps the most visizle mpzet of the Westers demication of Arazo-Tslarnc
ocigtizseun heszer i the reatm of thoughl, By and large, Islamic thongat weng throy 0
lirew inlerlnckmg stages heeanse of'this influznee 1he Srst pliase was characicrized by
he shock af millicts of Musiams whi ased 49 rake pride m the dynamic acd progressive
juzlity of Islant by which they wire able 1o lzad tie worl? in scientific thowght and
thilozophy at ore paiat in humun histozy. [ trving o imderszand what went Wiy i
e rzzzol hisrary, an overpowsring teel g of disenchanmment ok hold over Jhem,
uad 11 wys only woth greut perplaxery that Tiey ellempted to reconeile their lanzmiusls
ackward condinon with the reversd excellerees o7 Lslam,

Thix situation, which pir Arab socicly on the detensive for mare than o conny
d & 7alf, and the arsis tha accompanied 1tover “what o do™ and “whom o be”
ventuzlly vielded s Tost of polites’ ard naticnalistic uleclozizs, This comes a5 oo
nzprise because,

the discovery of the West, and the consequent cullura’ translommation

ulArab sociely. has had the revitalizing and inwseanng eftect of 4
revegsarce. I overall corseyuences have of course bees nceleula=ly
beneficiel. Bir it has had o very ursatlling cfect on Arab sovicty by

bringing 1m0 seing a new cless of ineleemnals And whoerees the old

“Latclleemals,” the wlama, wers decply loyal o the busic values ard
asuitions of their saeiety, the avw oree did net owe icary suchallegiznce
enit lookad el end ety Egsiaril Wass %o ew sorTEs of spiralicn
and loyaliy: Thue: for the fiist ime B mens corlurics. new ioes biszan 16

sorrade e Taheidok A b siciers
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fiwsrrated pace oo s ik,

Comtany uf the e Mamigrgst Ciatoe ron,

Helding pepular Tslan respensible [or the deteat of tre Arabs beoanse of whal
they suw a3 4t irralivns 'y, siteel wotshin and passive atitudes™ i Zice of e Wes! s
suien=ficend techiopical supeicrity: these rew idzologicssreach=c inunedials socip-
ceomomiz Lans fommation of A sietenes Yirogel military aad polites power

Similas tor the siuazion i1 the Azab world. seealar retionalism linde the same
appaalin viher parts of e IsTsmic world, It the Aras world, liowesor A rab socializa-
Wil ils Bathi ard Nasorie forms aud i slrgans of wolilarsm, sraie onie ST
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had sweepiny cffvers, cespite the existenuy
if totalitariar monarchies and miliery systems. Litura! idenlogy, though: less populur
Us0 enllerges a8 am option,
AL Tis stage, Muslin schalarshop filed o produce a viable altematve, The
4l mlama’ (scholarsh thovgh respursible for pressrving Talam tarouph its

wricd of decay, faled W lead the miasses ar arng forwad the living and dynamc
vree of isiam. The asachmonisnce and ritustistic appreach of the vlama’ 1o Tslem was
rrelzvant 1o tie Tew nesds of contsiporary Maslims, I only in the second phase in
he evaluticen of modem Tsiamic thoushr, the smge ol reenvery Tom the shock caused
v Western domnmoon, that we see an emizrging Telamee ideclogy througheur the
vivelin: wopldl,

fadecc. vme eansot ipnors 42 conibucor of Jamal el-Dan Al-AfzbEnl and thet
f lis student Mubamad * Ahduy a trying lo purep new Llood in Tslamic polidea! and
el thinking. Beeause of the contributiom of these two Mitin revivalists und many
thers, bwo distnet idenlogizal camps began to lake shape, ove seculer namonglist
il the ather pan-Islamist with modermist teadencios Both canps share numerous
imilarizes. They hoth are reactions te Westem domiration and ar produets of Wislerr
nZuzrge, Both call for modemism and mdependenze from Westemn hzgemony and
vz adherores from amone the sdycated clita et the bwo camps remain anlzgonistiz
v rcason of, as we shall se2 3 linde luter, hsis chlosophical difterspees.

1he advenl > Euroreen calonial rule, with its seeu’smisr doctrings ol separation
of seligior and state and separation of “religious™ ang “scierufic” kniwlzdge, twn
luztrines quite alivn o Islar, bu! which neverheless took root ke Mushm word,
#ve Torcetul momenmnt to the seenlar natonslic mavemnsnt, The impesizon of these
loctrines by colonial powers on a society thar had functioned for more Dar cwelve

enturies on the basis o differen: sets of restesl and eullural values lad = lasting,
Lsslrous impact,

To the imperialst Curopeans, the iplemzniztion of the sepuraiior of religion
el state in their new colonics was for them se=cent proct of The supericrity ol
heir calture und therefore juscfable eilicr herarse of their “vivilizng wlssior™ in
he underdevelozed wourlil o0 hecause of their need (o cwrh the atent milivmey of
olitien! Twam. As for the aistinetion herween “tecular™ cducation and ol Jious”
ducalion, throughowt its history Tslam has pevar advaratsd any policy ol scisnntic or
walenialistie isclutionsem. In facy, Tslam definilicn ofactz ef worship inclides, besides
e preseribed rilua's, sy endesvor, wheter rhvsical intelleclaal, ‘masinazve, o
harwase, el e promoe s i i “nman life, Transplaatmg iz vonee
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ideluprical thought. This new =liuse in Lslamic thrmzht s marked Ry a septical witily de
towerds Western norms of liberd rettonalily wnd a call instead for the retiun w Txlamec
waditions for polincal aad cufiral wspitation. ndeed, for himdreds of vears |slam
has never completely Jos: iis swiy over the psyehe and bahavior of i Mollowers
Added to Ui 1s the f2et that the nazioraist systaine at succeeded the colonial powars
wve Zailed womeet the citizens' material reeds or to grant then heir 2asic husim
nights, Henoe, d new aurrent of thovyhi 03s surficed among (Le semeral Muslin pulilie,
depunding that Islim be given & chance and tha: socio-political institutions wilcel he
pispular cultuie of he paaple. Islamtists, fur thewr part, lave hegun to presen. Iskar az 3
power capzble of unlocking tha inaer resuurees of the people. Their call A modermry
is now bzing seen for (he first ime EE D00 EVIONVIGws with Wasteri aton
The Tslartic movemants’ ¢all for an lslapzic vrder capalle nlrehabiliteting 1he
masss naide them in some plazes the vaizs of fue dispossessed. However, the preatest
breakihrough W con'emporary Mustin thoughit has been the reimtroduciion o the
eld eomcept of iahad (legal tegsoring. indepenient judgementt as a thind saurce o
Tnlzmic law, The preat ztforts made by same eontemporary Mushn thinkers to apaly
thre concert o the mode: e of Muslitn thought and ireditions aad 1o (he utibzaziop
ol scigmwe and technolupry to bring new solutions o the proclzms of the emesging
socialics have proyven gquire appzaling o intelleciuals
These itnovazons in Muslin thonght have mves Islam o new azpeal and
have fusersd ats spread smeng the yaung. Thus we see the reswpense of Islam g an
allermative deplogy. 42 2 response i the Westurn fomimation of the Muaslm workd,
Alsbuielontline o die devaloproen: o Ml amie thoughitin <he post-ndependence
vra impels o diseussion of the degree 2o which the sacio-liswrics anc politizal reaities
of the epuch are embodizd in the novels irder mvestiga=ar. The questior of whatkey
art reflecls societv [s ar oid one, Mun has. throughionl the ages, beer inflvenced Ly his
surmnmaings, and in masty wass we are producls o o elvirenmenr. Arisks gt ne
cxvoption. They write from speciiic s2ts of suciv-coonomue ad politeal clicumstances.
Henee, these eirenmstances can Pley a tole in shaping the srist's inaginalior. Jf an
MHAnATY petam can faxe i tha sirzsts W provest the apartheia laws ia Soulk Aica, the
artist cun=hesices doing the 2amz transhae bus Teelings o syimbals thrangh & ditferent
mediurm. Trs in this livhr 2aat we ¢an cxatine protestweitizgs prodoced in Socth A e
or by the La-len: Remaissance wrilers, We derjve s bemer undessimding obthese wiorks
by placiag thun witais thair hisiomical darmeworks. In such uo wdertalivy, Rolid
Hirtnes® nounr of the texl uy an isolated, sel f-eontained, s¢’ Tredective enlity ~anno
i thei
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istorical vontext canmor be complete, steee (e festous of “what to 4" and “whan
t e reflacted iy the dentity unses experencsd by (ke cenmal characters thexe
‘orks (eni perhaps also by 92 wri fers, sluce theee worky sre hightly ATIazivaphical )
e sty related W the sacio-historical factors we have autlined.

THis againal this hackg:ound that we now iy 1 examine the strong Suf elepienr
L Ambienous. The theme o he Spirtualiy of the Fast varsus the s1glerisijsm ol the
fest notupies a yreat deq’ of space i thee work. We [ave alrzady wsscred ther the
naranon of the spinteal and physiea] slenionis af lite ix #lizn 10 Isfam and o oss
tsnnderstandivg o its husic doel-ines. Induiel some van aroue thal the belior i the
wrmual superonty of the Lzst hold by nary mn the “cosnized word” | nothiny,
T30 JHeensciors ullompt 1o pexchelogically dispel the agoay o7 defzal vansed by
estery powers lu the arend of seisnge #nd technalogy, This-it could be argucl-iz
anly so secause this notar surfees ar 3 tne 0 which Westzrn civilization has
aclwedd s prime in mdusirialization and econvmic Prosperty, whereas the Fae ig
tkinyr into seonome Lelrogressicn,

le Thicmo, The Qur'anic sckoal teacher Iy Ambigiens, matesjalivn g0
:ploatation sre sypommous, The West's marenalis super_ority and its imposition

T coiotiul mrle o other mmbers of the hucan race 15 sufli d=nt proal o L nf
¢ facl that materia¥stic advancement will produce greedy individuals devoid vl any
lies snd secivtics lacking a mora conter. Henee he does not Make uny coneessinns ta
estern powers: Linel Lis las Homins, he continues to belizve that unly suzprossing
eight (hady ard orthe; astects of the material world) cun he and [DFatlabés witain a
it fevel of faitk, withonr wick they canrot defzal the invaders. 7 e Mus! Royal
iy on the other hard. holds encther urbalarced view, Ske ke an uncalealatad g
her willingmess to sucrifice the Dhallobés spiritualisn m cuder to 2ain the spiriless
Aerial poaver of the West. Het saybbom baliel in the adoplinn of Westerr Wilys #
Mzats 1o stop the Western invasion sad ke duterminatiun ra sead Sarcba Diglin 1
& foreign scheol reflag) hey willimmess o s Withou! Fith, which i been rovesls
1ennvicton that exgeseyve spirituasm produces & weaker soeiviy capabile o7 heing
ravered and aumilisred. Between thes Mo ealmome ideolugieal stanves. 3 basic
Anue priveiple is host

Huwsver, Ismatl's call in Lamp (o2 man luge between Telamic fuls anc Weslom
Z0ee =N tzihniiogy seems to e ir Fr.F:,._u.. with Tslam wipse phulosophy anz
Litical history proves (hey the PLesereion o the cultural charecier af i tolliwers 1
Ll all jeoperdized by seentific AivacemerT, eider sntnging Moo within the 150
tforted Fon other eultipes,
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stgpesis that the marmage between indigenovs tradition 47d some usponts of Westemn
culture is possible, but in onder for it G sz place e Aras nieleenmials mus, aer as
tioneers, and they will never he succissfi] 11 thicir=inigque mission if they totally TEj2Ct
thei maditicnal valves or dissssociap tbemselves from the messes.

Tradition 15 postreyed e Ambiguows in a lumicous SuA garb. The ehatlenge
which the demisent Western culiure Tases o the traditiomal coremung, soeierny of the
Deellobds ix an immediate ore; herice no chatice is given to the Diullohs society Lo
teview, modity o scell Fror withi= e eultural WHYE And mouns Ry wlhich to curh
the invason, The Mast Roye Lady foreehilly a:gues thar the THellons soclzty has mo
chonse betweer enlniral deuih and plysien. death, Tier strony senge of fuliliny and the
shars logic behind he chaioe of phesical sarvivel gver culaml survivel adis a very
Lrzgeic tone Lo the nagaiive and, at the same tioe, serves us the srongus! condemnation
posstble of Western colonialisin, Tn vam does Samba Dis'lo’s mentpr arigale (o pel
215 mzssape to e haarts of Bis people. He sees no dismnetion boiwesn ealtural and
phyvsival death. In fact, bz sirangly belicves that i his people adhere to (Foir S
trwitions they can win the hamle, He wimts to ofltr Samba Diulla ae @ suvior 1o bis
peaple. In Lis education of Szmba he strives o ensure thil e oy will grow up to
masier dealh, since masaring death is tqe enly puaraulee of culsara! and phvsical
survival. Tr ocder for S2mba 1o reslize this, lie must abserh his cyliure by srowiog uz
i 4is ntural enviropment ke o pourd that clings lavingly 1o e source o (rounshment
unul it ripens. By this doss oo hapren; and Sareba docs nit become & Irdizenal Sufi
schola- 4s hos teacher wants, Henee his Life ends m a lragric deatl,

Chur diseassior of tiess works shows tha e tersion berween indizenine
cultoral keriuys and Weswer Impzct resu’ts nat culy inae influs o new Hterary penres
and art forms as well ws cortlicts within and beleresy individals, but wlseom 3 new
secular political thowrht which then enters bt o EInese eontest with a nawly bosy
Islariic thought that has an inherire tredilional basis. Advocatss of this emegings
Islurmie: thougiu faze resstunce from ductrines and raditiora]l srecrices witlin theis
siwenies owing oither to News in the braditional scuicty iself or w the mposition oF
cevomal tstitutions, The seszration hotwesn Leligion and state end between “wecular
efucanon”™ ard “raligions edocatjim® as well as the pursuit of sprmitcal sursfaction
without regara 4o the maierizl nueds o ici-ean all be ciied 25 examples, Thz o
nevels urder invesEpation here cither coinplataly idenlive the Azabo-Islaric so2istjes
and Dz traditional wavs of living o0 severah attack thar very fradilion, blanize i
callurzl saeluy for Shzir efa by Wostamn povwers.

S 21 these pwy warks i intellectusis o contral chosictore andainor thase
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Conclusion
Thiz work establishes the socio Fuslore as well w2 political sne culiars sigailicancy
ntiae theme of the clash of coltuies herween he West and he Muslion warld, Although
predominart i the [Leramee ot sub-Saharan A frica, s (Feme alEe surtacses, although
Lerllups not a5 commandizaly, in Neal Alrican wrilings, The culmunanor of his
eilcounteris the inzosifion o Westen colurialism onMustmsocicties, This hus sesalled
i the penetration of wester velues g ways of living and guvering dimsigiaonl the
Musline world, A major coneerm o (Jrs Fnalysis Fas been with the Mus'im world's
reaction to Weslom dominance ae presented in the works uncer stucy. The rewlr i
the porraval of various wsrects ol the confionlation. In ambigaoiy, Cheikh Hamizay
Kares powerlnl depiction of the evils of the encourter is Jighlighred tiroaph e
rertor dut ripples teonsh tie tmdmomg] stmzture of (e Diallobé commurs] SCCizly
" Lamp, Yahyd Hagys fmphusizes iz spivitial side of the olas which Be eonsiders g
BEjor npredsent in the Lepoy syathesis of religion and science i 1z Ayun warld,

However, despate the vaned attitndes owands tie Wost displaved in thess wirks,
+LUINMEn perspoctive surfaces. Ir arder for the Muslizt intellectuul tr work fur the
swbral wansirmation of 4is souiehy, he liss 1o remal rarm ot i, for those who 1salap
nemgelves itom their sciety canmal influcree it .

W car zelate the moral of the o POVELs wntler ravizw W some of U U'rncizles
W delam Radiary in particular the 54 prizciple whica is Ttk and Dicty 1 Allah g
S the foss of tis faitk and prcty in Allah tha pesulted in Sariba's trisis. The szcond
g ple emphasizes the vinraus pursut and mastery of knowlzdge. The mtimate
woplion of this »rinciple by lsiarl, the ceatrsl chagaclor i Hagu's Lamg an the
2punse of failh resulted rot only in Tsam)s rersonal dilemma, utalsoin ls rejeton
iltis people as weil, Fenee, the message w hoth ceqral CHATACLETS A8 TEpreseT vy
W their socizties is that il §r Ablaly unel the purscit of knowledge must en hang iy
1and.,

The tupact of Wastern AONUNEEOE ol Arah and Llamic sogielivs e not inted
9 the soczo-hisorical grud ralitical sspects of Tifs, On the lerary level, the epeornser
wellis responsible for tha Acoulion of the novel as a4 immzgrznl lterary genre which
#naw parlend farcel oAb culre. I (he rea.m olthan gt Western influence cavsed
L ETEAt shehtk 1o e Arsh gnd Muslin worlds and ler fosiersed The giesith of a Josl
fsecilur and religions political ideakyies. Part of the coneer obthis slady kas been
ath the socio-historza) reehiny of Western durrinasce ard s ifiuenie on the Lierary
Lezlioms of Argh onc Mushi=g g)1isis Lol conrention bus been that whee thsir o ¢
M paatogranhie represensation of re: ¥ Mopes nowever svalve from o orific
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soeto-historeal context of whose influence il carnot he conpletery indzpendent,

The emergence of the Hsime o'tz Clash of cultures in Musin Seron arose iu
respodse in the Muslim worlds sacio-histaric agd politeal encounter with the Wt
a1 the v of the previcys ceniry. The Mushm world's preoccupulion with the fssucs
of the post-independence vin haz. to dinit, caused a decine iu this therte as Musim
nabivns find their way wward soder e, Murerheless, the comtinrously mercasing
prosence of Mustm communitizy in ke Weslorn henusphere, Beleding the tens of
thovsands of sczenlisls, actisos, wnrineess und phvsicians: kaz craated new redlities
whichwill, Tam surz, breathe new Lfe 10w the thepe ol enltwral dlicnasar.

Inthis respet the atterrmatk of the Suprember 11, 2001, and the Tondon bombicpes
i JLly 2005 toguther with the two Gollw ars. will dufivitely gencrare a fow of writing
iz which nzitier the West nor the Mus!im world will' be portuyed o a favurahlz Tight,
Agzain, Soth the West s will ae the Muslim worid will be Parecved nzgalively. bor this
time the pereepnion will he hased oo recent real Ly, Whateyor hagpens, the most czcent
encottor torwezn the West and the Mushiag waorld will net ar all helg in tleczasing the
cultuzal misumdersianding FlpeEn” today,




