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Introduction

In the quest towards empowering women, Flifferent societies haye it
duced phenomenal reforms over the .c.entunes but there still exist Signis.
cant limitations in certain communities across the world. The A‘Iu;lim
world has been a focal point for most human rights activists. The gepery
perception persists regarding equal access and opportunities for wope
in their pursuit of property rights. The frequently headlined point o
ratio two to one in the Muslim inheritance share of men and women hx
been overstretched without any meaningful consideration to how womer
access other property rights through legitimate means provided under th:
Islamic law as well as other seemingly Shari‘ah-compliant provisions i

1. Human rights are rights that belong to an individual or group of individuals s
a consequence of being human. Once an individual happens to be a member
of humankind, human rights are demands and claims that he can make onthe
socicty. However, it is generally perceived that the women folk have been
deprived of such values in many respects simply by virtue of being women.
As such, the idea of personal autonomy of women’s property rights have
become a significant means of curtailing “the oppression of individual woret

olat

x"h'”h‘he family unit where women’s human rights are frequently V! o
rough domestic violence, restrictions on access to resources and i

of [...] property rights.” See Fox (1998, 5).
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with the introduction of women's rights to the religion

The chapters in this volume are authored by women scholars of
religion from diverse regions of the world, representing a plurality

of religions, including indigenous religions. To enrich this already

complex undertaking, four philosophers and legal scholars have also

been invited. Their chapters help to clarify present challenges and
envision further innovative possibilities. The volume identifies dated
attitudes involving exclusionary regulations and controversial gender-
specific practices. More contemporary impasses, such as individualism,
so prevalent in western rights debates, and the unitary model of human
rights, where “one size fits all,” as promulgated in the west, are also

appraised. Current constructive moves, especially expanding the

notion of rights to involve relationships, are acknowledged. A primary
concern of this volume is that of fostering similar such collaborations

of women advocates of gender justice.

Morny Joy is a Faculty Professor in the Department of
Classics and Religion at the University of Calgary, Canada.
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