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Was |Ibn Taymiyyah a Nominalist?
A Critical Analytical Study of Abu Yarub Al
Marzougqi’s Reading of Ibn Taymiyyah
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Abstract: Abu Yarub Al Marzouqi believes that the famous Hanbalite scholar Ibn
Taymiyya adopts a nominal methodology, indeed, that he sees Islam — which he calls
«Neo—Hanafism» — as a nominalist project used to confront the realism adopted by
the neo—Platonists as regards their view of Universals: can the universal be verified
in reality, or is it an exclusively mental concept? Since Ibn Taymiyya is clearly
inclined towards the belief that it is a solely mental concept, as the study shows,
the real point of discussion is: does Ibn Taymiyya believe this mental concept
is congruent with the specifics of the external world as his writings suggest, or
not, as Marzougqi suggests? This critical study lays out Marzouqi’s reading of Ibn
Taymiyya and raise the question: does the Marqouqi reading seek precision or

LSl el AT dsslaedl casLusY) (:j,l;Jb 9.>-}J| Sylee AJS 9_9 4l Sl s

Associate Professor, Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences. Malaysia.
Lff}&ll Syedl %;e Sl obsdle ciadladl Al dnsladl cislusy) ().LJU q’}“ Sylee LS %;e oly 85 >l sk
bl Ll g eole™
PhD Candidate, Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences (Malaysia). Researcher at the ACRPS.



AW
Issue 8/31 aasll *

Winter 2020 eliib - \
Tabayyun «w

is it a projection that does not correctly express Ibn Taymiyya’s approach to the
«universaly» and its congruence with external particulars?

Keywords: Realism, Nominalism, Ibn Taymiyya, Abu Yarub Al Marzouqi,
Congruence, Universal.
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Jonathan Rée & J. O. Urmson (eds.), The Concise Encyclopedia of Western Philosophy, 3" (ed.) (London\ New York:
Routledge, 2005), p. 270.
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