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Abstract: Malaysia is one of the countries that provides education to all children including special needs
children. Children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) are categorized under children with special
need because they are lacking in socializing, language and communication skills, and also involving both
behavioural and cognitive problems. This study focuses on the roles of teachers and their challenges in
helping autistic children to develop their langeamnd communication skills. It is a qualitative study that

uses purposive sampling method and applies-samnitured interview to collect data from six teachers

who have had experiences in dealing with autistic children. Findings of this study distesegles of
teachers such as cooperating with parents, children and other teachers; conducting observation and
DVVHVVPHQW DQG PDQDJLQJ FKLOGUHQTV EHKDYLRXUDO FRJQLWI
findings and discussions, it was shown tlestchers who worked with ASD children possessed double
crucial roles and challenges in order to support these children in their language and communication
development.
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INTRODUCTION

Currently, most children with special needs have started to get involved in educational settings
DURXQG WKH ZRUOG 7KHLU SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ HGXFDWLRQ
IRU $00T E\ WKH 8 htidhidlGScledtificLaRdCUItgi@alXOrganization (UNESCO,

,Q OLQH ZLWK WKLV O0ODOD\VLDTV OLQLVWU\ RI (GXFDWL
WKHVH FKLOGUHQ (GXFDWLRQ $FW DQG VLPXOWDQ'!
supportingthem have become more prominent in making sure that they are able to live
independently in future.

,Q obOD\VLD WKH JRYHUQPHQW KDV SURYLGHG D VSHFLECLC
learning institution for children with autism. There are also sortismawcentres that have been
developed by nogovernment agencies. One of them is known as the National Autism Society
of Malaysia (NASOM), which was developed in to assess and provide diagnosis services to
children with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) suels an Early Intervention Program,

Transition Program, Mainstreaming Program,-Pogational Program, Vocational Program,
Residential Program Assessment and diagnosis and Therapy Programme (The National Autism
Society of Malaysia, 2018).

7KH WHUP 3g$XWLYPO®\ GHULYHG IURP D *UHHN ZRUG 3%
reflects a person with social impairment in life (Zaky, 2017). Autism or scientifically known as
Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is closely related to the developmental disorder due to deficit
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