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RESEARCH FINDINGS AND SUMMARY

Abstract

The current trend shows that most parents are interested in making sure that their children received the tahfiz and Quran education. 
However, no matter how good the Tahfiz programs are, they are not complete without relating it to motivation. Hence, this study was 
conducted to explore the motivation behind the children’s memorization of the Qur?an and the challenges and obstacles faced by them 
in fulfilling the task. This article explores the challenges faced by students in Qur’an memorization in the Tahfiz class setting through a 
qualitative study of semi-structured interviews via one-on-one interaction by exploring the challenges and difficulties in memorizing the 
Qur’an. In particular, the researchers used open-ended interview structure which included specific questions, followed up by probing 
questions to investigate the phenomenon in details. Participants in this study were made up of 6 Tahfiz students (3 females and 3 
males), whose ages ranged between 15 to 17-year olds, exploring the techniques used by students in Quranic memorization in the 
Tahfiz class. The findings suggested that the feeling of empathy, parents’ prayer and advice, continuous repetitions, early morning 
practices, smart scheduling for memorizing, having a partner to memorize, introspection, punishment and other learning materials helps 
in overcoming the barriers in Quranic memorization.

Keyword Qur?anic memorization, Tahfiz education, secondary education, educational motivation, educational challenges.

Introduction

The greatest miracle that was granted to the Prophet SAW is the Qur?an which contains 114 s?rahs and 30 constitutions. This miracle 
is explained by Allah Almighty in S?rah al-A?l?, verse 6 which means: “We will recite (the Qur?an) to you (Muhammad) and you will not 
forget” (Qur?an, 87: 6). Therefore, this is an advantage that Allah has given to the community of Prophet Muhammad and described the 
Qur?anic recitation as the mercy and servants of his choice. However, those who are not favored by Allah Almighty will not have this 
advantage as explained in the next verse in the same Surah (Ibn Kathir, 1419). The Tahfiz programs and classes are showing an 
increase in numbers in Malaysia recently specifically in the state of Selangor. Thus, it becomes every parent’s desire to send their 
children to Tahfiz classes so that they can become hafiz and hafizah. Now, not only the younger generation gets to learn and memorize 
the Qur?an, the older generation also has the opportunity to learn it too (Alminderej, 2017). Statistics show more than 815 Tahfiz 
schools are registered under public and private institutions in Malaysia (DPTN, 2018). In year 2019, the approximate number of Huffaz 
was said to come close to 47,474 students with 5,426 tahfiz teachers (DPTN, 2018). In Selangor, by 2019, there were around 382 
Tahfiz institutions in all the districts (PITAS, 2019).



Background

Boyle (2006) after conducting a ten-month fieldwork on the practices and traditions of Qur?anic memorization in Morocco concluded that 
“Qur?anic memorization is a process of embodying the divine, the words of God and as such is a far more learner-oriented and 
meaningful process that is typically described. The mission of the contemporary Qur?anic education, with Qur?anic memorization at its 
core, is concerned with developing spirituality and morality as well as with providing an alternative to public education, when the 
availability and the quality of public education is limited” (p. 478). Critical reading on devotional reflection on the understanding of the 
Qur?an among urban women in Pakistan seemed to be focusing more on developing skills for reading and understanding the Qur?an 
rather than for recitation and memorizing the verses (Nadia, 2010). As Pakistani government tried to imply the Qur?anic law in the 
country, the urban society somehow was inflicted to understand more about the law through reading. Thus, she concluded that the 
urban women have learned to read the Qur?an for a better understanding on the issues. In addition, a study on visually impaired 
students’ attitudes towards learning Al-Qur?an recitation and its relationship with the mastery of reading the Qur?an demonstrated a low 
opinion on their motivation. The reason seemed to be that the element of awareness, motivation and encouragement were not there for 
them as well as a lacking of teachers’ role in motivating them to read the Qur?an properly (Hajarul Bahti, Ab Halim, Norshidah & Mohd 
Huzairi, 2014). Tuckman & Monetti (2010) stated that several factors affecting the memorization include how much the information gives 
meaning, through practices and organization of information, as well as how much the information is transferred to an individual. 
Meanwhile, Mumford (1986) as cited by Muhamad Hafiz (2011) said that students should use at least one of the learning styles in 
memorizing the verses of the Qur?an. In addition to this, students also should memorize the verses line by line from every page in the 
Qur?an. This is to ensure that the students do not lose motivation while memorizing as well as helping them to recognize each word 
without leaving anything out. A study earned out by Norkhairolizah (2005) found that parents play a great role in developing children’s 
mind-setting and academic goal, while at the same time establishing routine and monitoring their memorization of the Qur?an.

Objective

This study was conducted to explore the motivation behind the children’s memorization of the Qur?an and the challenges and obstacles 
faced by them in fulfilling the task. This article explores the challenges faced by students in Qur’an memorization in the Tahfiz class 
setting through semi-structured interviews via one-on-one interaction by exploring the challenges and difficulties in memorizing the 
Qur’an.

Methodology

For data collection, a qualitative study was conducted through semi-structured interviews through one-on-one interactions to investigate 
participants’ views about their challenges on memorizing the Qur’an. The researchers used an open-ended interview structure which 
include specific questions, followed by probing questions to investigate the phenomenon in details. Participants in this study were 6 
Tahfiz students (3 females and 3 male) out of 395 Tahfiz students in the school, age ranging from 15 to 17 years old who are currently 
taking Tahfiz Al-Qur?an program in Sekolah Menengah Islam Al-Amin Gombak (SMIAAG thereafter) and Sekolah Menengah Al-Amin 
Bangi (SMIAAB thereafter). Three participants were selected from SMIAAG (1 male and 2 females), while the other three were selected 
from SMIAAB (2 male and 1 female). Each participants have been exposed to Qur?anic memorization for at least 2 years. The 
participants were selected randomly by their teachers through purposive sampling technique. This technique is suitable as their 
teachers knew their students better. According to Seidman (2006) as cited by Patnaik (2014), through purposive sampling, it helps the 
researchers to focus on participants with direct experiences and able to share they stories and experiences better.
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