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Abstract
While many studies have focused on Salman Rushdie’s use of magic realism in his highly-acclaimed novels, the way it
is employed in his children’s fiction remains understudied. This paper, hence, attempts to fill in this gap by applying
Anne Hegerfeldt’s (����)’s theoretical framework on magic realism onto its reading of Salman Rushdie’s Haroun and
the Sea of Stories (����). This framework relies on five techniques or features namely: a realist mode of writing to
describe fantastic events and characters, a marginalised focaliser, subverted scientific and historical discourses, a
supernatural reality and finally, a literal manifestation of a figurative expression. This paper also suggests that Rushdie
employs magic realism to undermine the realist narrative mode as well as scientific and historical discourses in order
to present an alternative worldview that places narrative knowledge, gathered from stories with magical characters and
events, as a legitimate source of knowledge regarding the world. © Penerbit Universiti Sains Malaysia, ����.

SciVal Topic Prominence 

Topic: 

Prominence percentile: 19.351

Author keywords
Children’s fiction Magic realism Narrative knowledge Salman Rushdie

Baena, R.
Telling a bath-time story: Haroun and the Sea of Stories as a modern literary fairy tale
(2001) Journal of Commonwealth Literature, 36 (2), pp. 65-76.  .

 

◅ Back to results

 Export  Download  Print  E-mail  Save to PDF ⋆ Add to List  ▻More...

View at Publisher

Open AccessKemanusiaan
Volume 26, Issue 2, 2019, Pages 123-139

Ali, N. Ramli, A.M.  

 View references (29)



Oscar Wao | Brief Wondrous Life | Junot Díaz



ISSN: 13949330
Source Type: Journal
Original language: English

DOI: 10.21315/kajh2019.26.2.6
Document Type: Article
Publisher: Penerbit Universiti Sains Malaysia

 ▻View in search results format

     All Export  Print  E-mail  Save to PDF Create bibliography

1

Cited 3 times

PlumX Metrics
Usage, Captures, Mentions,
Social Media and Citations
beyond Scopus.

Metrics 

Cited by 0 documents

Inform me when this document
is cited in Scopus:

 

Related documents

(2020) Critique - Studies in
Contemporary Fiction

, 
(2014) Journal of Commonwealth
Literature

(2016) Teaching Artist Journal

 

Find more related documents in
Scopus based on:

❓  ▻View all metrics



Set citation alert ▻

 ▻Set citation feed

Magical Realism, the Oracular,
Mysticism and Belief Legacy in
Ahmed Saadawi’s Frankenstein in
Baghdad

Al-Hajaj, J.F.B.

Haroun and Luka: A study of
Salman Rushdie's talismanic
stories

 Roy, M. Roy, A.G.

Dragons at the Snack Table:
Devising and Performing Magic
Realism at The 52nd Street
Project

Gurin, J.

View all related documents based
on references

 ▻Authors  ▻Keywords

 
 Search Sources Lists  ↗SciVal Create account Sign in

https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/results/results.uri?sort=plf-f&src=s&st1=The+real+in+the+magic%3a+A+study+of+magic+realism+in+Salman+Rushdie%27s&st2=&sid=2be8980849a899d361a8f568fcd0ae3d&sot=b&sdt=b&sl=74&s=TITLE%28The+real+in+the+magic%3a+A+study+of+magic+realism+in+Salman+Rushdie%27s%29&offset=1&origin=recordpage
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/redirect/linking.uri?targetURL=https%3a%2f%2fdoi.org%2f10.21315%2fkajh2019.26.2.6&locationID=1&categoryID=4&eid=2-s2.0-85085642074&issn=13949330&linkType=ViewAtPublisher&year=2019&origin=recordpage&dig=4c7f5f24cb6e2abbd76b2996afc7b670&recordRank=
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/sourceid/19900191971?origin=recordpage
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/authid/detail.uri?authorId=57216994165&amp;eid=2-s2.0-85085642074
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/authid/detail.uri?authorId=36490153500&amp;eid=2-s2.0-85085642074
mailto:aimillia@iium.edu.my
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/search/submit/references.uri?sort=plf-f&src=r&imp=t&sid=554d6825eb4f18f0129ab403ff558c9c&sot=rec&sdt=citedreferences&sl=23&s=EID%282-s2.0-85085642074%29&origin=recordpage&citeCnt=1&citingId=2-s2.0-85085642074
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/search/submit/citedby.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85085642074&refeid=2-s2.0-85016460866&src=s&origin=reflist&refstat=dummy
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/standard/help.uri?topic=12031
https://plu.mx/plum/a/?elsevier_id=2-s2.0-85085642074&theme=plum-scopus-theme
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/results/rss/handler.uri?citeEid=2-s2.0-85085642074
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/record/display.uri?origin=recordpage&zone=relatedDocuments&eid=2-s2.0-85079380171&citeCnt=0&noHighlight=false&sort=plf-f&src=s&st1=The+real+in+the+magic%3a+A+study+of+magic+realism+in+Salman+Rushdie%27s&st2=&sid=2be8980849a899d361a8f568fcd0ae3d&sot=b&sdt=b&sl=74&s=TITLE%28The+real+in+the+magic%3a+A+study+of+magic+realism+in+Salman+Rushdie%27s%29&relpos=0
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/authid/detail.uri?origin=recordpage&authorId=57214880429&zone=relatedDocuments
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/record/display.uri?origin=recordpage&zone=relatedDocuments&eid=2-s2.0-84904119318&citeCnt=0&noHighlight=false&sort=plf-f&src=s&st1=The+real+in+the+magic%3a+A+study+of+magic+realism+in+Salman+Rushdie%27s&st2=&sid=2be8980849a899d361a8f568fcd0ae3d&sot=b&sdt=b&sl=74&s=TITLE%28The+real+in+the+magic%3a+A+study+of+magic+realism+in+Salman+Rushdie%27s%29&relpos=1
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/authid/detail.uri?origin=recordpage&authorId=56263432100&zone=relatedDocuments
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/authid/detail.uri?origin=recordpage&authorId=8418972600&zone=relatedDocuments
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/record/display.uri?origin=recordpage&zone=relatedDocuments&eid=2-s2.0-84987949085&citeCnt=0&noHighlight=false&sort=plf-f&src=s&st1=The+real+in+the+magic%3a+A+study+of+magic+realism+in+Salman+Rushdie%27s&st2=&sid=2be8980849a899d361a8f568fcd0ae3d&sot=b&sdt=b&sl=74&s=TITLE%28The+real+in+the+magic%3a+A+study+of+magic+realism+in+Salman+Rushdie%27s%29&relpos=2
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/authid/detail.uri?origin=recordpage&authorId=57191225255&zone=relatedDocuments
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/search/submit/mlt.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85085642074&src=s&all=true&origin=recordpage&method=ref&zone=relatedDocuments
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/search/submit/mlt.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85085642074&src=s&all=true&origin=recordpage&method=aut&zone=relatedDocuments
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/search/submit/mlt.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85085642074&src=s&all=true&origin=recordpage&method=key&zone=relatedDocuments
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/home.uri?zone=header&origin=recordpage
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/search/form.uri?zone=TopNavBar&origin=recordpage&display=basic
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/sources.uri?zone=TopNavBar&origin=recordpage
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/results/storedList.uri?listId=myDocList&origin=recordpage&zone=TopNavBar
https://www.scival.com/home
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/signin.uri?&origin=recordpage&zone=TopNavBar
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/signin.uri?origin=recordpage&zone=TopNavBar
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/signin.uri?origin=recordpage&zone=TopNavBar


Bettelheim, B.
(1976) The Uses of Enchantment: The Meaning and Importance of Fairy Tales.  .
London: Penguin

 

Biscaia, M.
Desire and ideological resistance: Fabulation in Haroun and the sea of stories
(2005) Forma Breve 3 Revista De Literatura: A Fábula, pp. 239-250.
O. Monteiro, F.S. Silveira, E. Lisboa, D.H. Pageaux, R.M. Goulart, F.C. Fagundes, J.R. Castillo, R. Garay and J.M. Rodrigues Filho. Santiago, Aviero:
Universidade San Aviero

 

Bortolussi, M.

(2003) Canadian Review of Comparative Literature, 30 (2), pp. 349-370.  .

Bowers, M.A.
(2004) Magic(Al) Realism.  .
Abingdon, Oxon: Taylor and Francis e-Library

 

Coppola, C.
Salman Rushdie's Haroun and the Sea of stories: Fighting the good fight or knuckling under
(1991) Journal of South Asian Literature, 26 (1-2), pp. 229-237.

 

Culler, J.
Narrative
(1997) Literary Theory: A Very Short Introduction, pp. 82-93.
J. Culler, New York: Oxford University Press Inc

 

Dillon, D.
Quoted by G. Boomer
(1985) Language, Schooling and Society
S. Tchudi. Montclair, NJ: Boynton/Cook

 

Durix, J.-P.

(1993) The Journal of Commonwealth Literature, 28 (1), pp. 114-122.  .
doi: 10.1177/002198949302800109

Fallon, C.
Salman Rushdie on magical realism, Twitter and his new novel
(2015) Huffington Post
9 September. accessed 1 January 2016

 

2
Cited 1317 times

3

4

Implausible worlds, ingenuous narrators, ironic authors: Towards a revised theory of magic realism

Cited 3 times

5
Cited 119 times

6

7

8

9

“The Gardener of Stories”: Salman Rushdie 's Haroun and the Sea of Stories

Cited 3 times

View at Publisher

10

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/salman-on-hisnewnovel_us_55ef2dabe4b03784e276c430

https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/search/submit/citedby.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85085642074&refeid=2-s2.0-0003423280&src=s&origin=reflist&refstat=dummy
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/record/display.uri?eid=2-s2.0-60950731211&origin=reflist&sort=plf-f&src=s&st1=The+real+in+the+magic%3a+A+study+of+magic+realism+in+Salman+Rushdie%27s&st2=&sid=2be8980849a899d361a8f568fcd0ae3d&sot=b&sdt=b&sl=74&s=TITLE%28The+real+in+the+magic%3a+A+study+of+magic+realism+in+Salman+Rushdie%27s%29&recordRank=
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/search/submit/citedby.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85085642074&refeid=2-s2.0-60950731211&src=s&origin=reflist&refstat=core
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/search/submit/citedby.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85085642074&refeid=2-s2.0-33748913035&src=s&origin=reflist&refstat=dummy
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/record/display.uri?eid=2-s2.0-84972621142&origin=reflist&sort=plf-f&src=s&st1=The+real+in+the+magic%3a+A+study+of+magic+realism+in+Salman+Rushdie%27s&st2=&sid=2be8980849a899d361a8f568fcd0ae3d&sot=b&sdt=b&sl=74&s=TITLE%28The+real+in+the+magic%3a+A+study+of+magic+realism+in+Salman+Rushdie%27s%29&recordRank=
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/search/submit/citedby.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85085642074&refeid=2-s2.0-84972621142&src=s&origin=reflist&refstat=core
https://www-scopus-com.ezproxy.um.edu.my/redirect/linking.uri?targetURL=https%3a%2f%2fdoi.org%2f10.1177%2f002198949302800109&locationID=3&categoryID=4&eid=2-s2.0-84972621142&issn=00219894&linkType=ViewAtPublisher&year=1993&origin=reflist&dig=197dafc4ce570e0f625238899f907b0e&recordRank=
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/salman-on-hisnewnovel_us_55ef2dabe4b03784e276c430

