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INTRODUCTION
The design is to create an active streetscape 
at Jalan Raja Chulan, as a transition space 
towards nature and to evolve  a  sense  of  
place. The proposal integrates vibrant and 
interactive pedestrian spaces that encourage 
long-term nurture to social and natural 
environment within the urban landscape. 
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ABSTRACT
Character of city or urban area is important as it influences the perception of residents, visitors and business. Vibrant city provides 
a sense of arrival that introduces and highlights the city’s character, identity and capacity. However, uncontroll planning and 
development can contribute to the loss of character and identity, leaving the area unattractive and passive. The design seeks 
a solution to enhance the streetscape design and create public spaces along 500m from road junction (Jalan Raja Chulan and 
Jalan Sultan Ismail) towards the entrance of Bukit Nanas Reserve Forest, with bold and thematic design but without neglecting the 
value of local characters. 

SITE CHARACTERS
Jalan Raja chulan is located within the 
important and active area in Kuala Lumpur 
(the centre of golden triangle), which has a 
good potential to be another landmark for 
Kuala Lumpur.

The activities at the road seems to be active 
during  the days of weekdays and  weekends 
as compared to night activities. This is because 
this area is majority used for business corporate 
transactions (only during office hour).

This site has a clear and strong physical 
character. It consists of the natural area, as 
well as the urban footprint. The differences 
of character (topography, level and density 
make the area unique and has its own identity.

OBJECTIVES
An  idea to create a journey  to  nature  with  different 
physical characters for each transition,  so that 
users can get optimum experience by providing:

1. Public/green space for robust activities.
2. Linkage design that can enhance
permeability and pedestrians' experience.
3. Legibility of streetscape through public art
that can enhance the uniqueness of the site &
encourage urban public realism.
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CONCEPTUAL IDEAS
LINEAR LOCI  represents the idea of creating different feelings 
from urban spaces, which contributed by nature along the 
streetscape. LINEAR represents a special character (linear 
with different landform/change of level) of the site, while LOCI 
represents the feeling that users may experience in each zone 
that is affected by physical features, spatial level and degree of 
specificity of the design. There are 3 transitions towards nature, 
which is called as a dynamic zone. It represents urbanization 
area. Balance zone is a balance combination of urban and 
nature. Serenity zone represents the nature area/ forest. Several 
aspects influence the transition area;, which are:

1. SOFTSCAPE/PLANT COMPOSITION
Species, form and plant composition play important aspects in
creating different design function and conducive landscape
design. Besides, they also help to define spaces, thus create
different spatial closure and scenic/visual value.

2. HARDSCAPE
The arrangement and materials used suggest how users might
use and utilize the spaces. For example, bench arrangement
allows people to seat at different social gathering.

3. LINKAGES
Circulation as movement helps to guide people to walk in
different speed, rate and feeling/experience. The characters
of flow such as impelling factor of movement, line of approach
and rate of flow affect users experience while walking in the
spaces. This would suggest a variety of approach on circulation
in creating different public experience.

1 Enhance public space for robust activities
that can encourage urban public realism

2 Provide linkage design that can enhance 
permeability and pedestrian's experience

3 Evolve legibility streetscape through public art 
that can enhance uniqueness of the site
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DYNAMIC ZONE
-Linear Crosswalk
-Raja Chulan
Square

BALANCE ZONE
-Raja Chulan Plaza
-Raja Chulan Walk
-Raja Chulan Art

SERENITY ZONE
-Nature Sculpture
Walk

Active and dynamic area, which people 
tend to move fast and in energetic manner. 
The linear crosswalk acts as alternative way 
for people to move faster, while Raja Chulan 
square acts as transition centre between 2 
roads, that allow people to stop by and rest.

Garden concept in public spaces and along 
the streetscape promotes sense of balance 
with sustainable approach to  allow public 
engagement among residents, tourist and 
pedestrians. The nodes provide convenient 
space for robust activities during day and 
night.

Forest concept makes people feel in nature 
while walking and experience the spaces. The 
zone provides leisure activities for users.

 There are several strategies applied: plant selection 
and composition, material gradient, proposed programme in 
each zone and public art  to enhance the existing condition, 
thus help to achieve the aim.
    Different planting selection and gradient of material play an 
important role to make the transition occurs, thus create diferent 
experiences and allow user to feel  the site. This also may effect 
the activities in each of the zones, thus create variety and 
robustness at the area. 
   Public arts are introduced to create uniqeness and act as  
symbol to make this site more legible, especially for pedestriant 
use. 

SERENITY ZONE

6. NATURE SCULPTURE
WALK

7. SERENE GARDEN

BALANCE ZONE

3. RAJA CHULAN PLAZA
4. RAJA CHULAN WALK
5. RAJA CHULAN ART

LANE

DYNAMIC ZONE

1. LINEAR CROSSWALK
2. RAJA CHULAN SQUARE
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1. RAJA CHULAN SQUARE

2. RAJA CHULAN SERENE GARDEN

3. RAJA CHULAN PLAZA

Located at Zone 1 (Dynamic zone), it helps to link the backlane 
of Jln Raja Chulan and the main road for maximum utilisation and 
activation of the space. Several urban structures are proposed 
in this zone to help activate and enhance the vibrancy of the 
site. Huge size lighting and super structures (linear crooswalk) will 
make the site more vibrant during day and night. 

Raja Chulan Serene Garden is 
located at Zone 3 (Serene zone). It 
is the nearest public space to Bukit 
Nanas Forest Reserve and connected 
with the existing streetscape through 
skyline with 200m length, thus 
provides a beautiful panorama of 
urban forest. Urban structures help to 
give the zone own character. Green 
approach and nature elements are 
such as green wall, water, stone and 
decking with fluid design to enrich 
nature.

Raja Chulan Plaza is
sensitively extends the existing
urban block morphology
(ING TOWER) onto site with
appropiate programme
mixed and a sustainable
approach. By aiming as a
new landmark, thus helps to
strengthen the connection
between urban and nature
zones, which possible to
transform two disparate parts
of the city into a unified area
which has its centre and a
vibrant urban plaza.

REFERENCES
C., Aultman-Hall, L., Hurley, S. E., & Troy, A. 
(2015). Effects of skeletal streetscape design 
on perceived safety. Landscape and Urban 
Planning, 142, 18-28.
Ewing, R., Hajrasouliha, A., Neckerman, K. 
M., Purciel-Hill, M., & Greene, W. (2016). 
Streetscape features related to pedestrian 
activity. Journal of Planning Education and 
Research, 36(1), 5-15.
Rehan, R. M. (2013). Sustainable streetscape 
as an effective tool in sustainable urban 
design. HBRC Journal, 9(2), 173-186.

LINEAR LOCI: REVIVING NATURE IMPULSE AT JALAN RAJA CHULAN    
          Nor Hidayah, R., Nurhayati, A.M. & Ismawi, Z.




