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17" ANNUAL PSA AWARDS:
A NIGHT OF CELEBRATION
AND DRAMA

By Sydney Budgeon, Communications and Media Relations Officer

spectacular year in politics... The marvels - or wonders
- of liberty and democracy never cease!’

tleven awards were presented on 27 November
at Church House, recognising the accomplishments
of students, academics, journalists, campaigners,
photographers and politicians. The Rt Hon David
Lammy MP walked away with one of the biggest

was fitting that on 27 November 2018 the
PSA hosted a rousing evening, compered as
ever by Jon Snow of Channel 4 News, for all of
Twitter to either celebrate or admonish. Additional
‘ entertainment was provided by MP4, the world'’s

F or an endlessly rousing year of politics, it

only parliamentary rock band.
As PSA Chair, Angelia Wilson, said in her opening
address: 'Politics is indeed the greatest show! What a
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CHAIR'S
MESSAGE

s | write we await the
outcome of Brexit,
the Augar Report

and Plan S. This complexity
makes it difficult to know the
future for HE institutional
finances, for our individual
research projects and for our
professional livelihoods. And
that's before we mention the
more familiar financial worries
of REF and TEF outcomes.
European colleagues, of
which the politics discipline

has a significant proportion,

are worried about their ability
to remain in the UK long-term
and the impact that may have
on their income and families. |
joked recently on Twitter that
when political science experts

continued on page 4
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ELECTORAL RESEARCH ACTIVITIES
FROM INTERNATIONAL ISLAMIC
 UNIVERSITY MALAYSIA
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By Syed Arabi Idid & Khairul Syakirin Zulkifli
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he Electoral Research Studies Unit (ESRU), based at the

International Islamic University Malaysia, is collaborating

with relevant academic departments, including: University
Sains Malaysia (USM); Universiti Putra Malaysia (UPM); Universiti
Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM) and Universiti Malaya (UM) on
electoral studies, public policy and media use.

The historic 14th Malaysian General Election also attracted =
academic institutions to critically discuss and examine the outcome. S
ESRU organised a seminar 'The 14th General Election (GE): An
Analysis’ on 28 June 2018. The Institute for Democracy and Economic
Affairs (IDEAS) also held a conference, ‘Post-GE 14 Conference:
Making Democracy Deliver’ on 2 June 2018. On 11 December
2018, 'The Round Table: The Commonwealth Journal Affairs’ was
organised by the Jeffrey Cheah Institute of South East Asia at Sunway
University.

Several books have been published critically examining the
outcome of the recent General Election. From UKM, the journal 'Jebat:
Malaysian Journal of History, Politics and Strategy’ came out with a
special issue on the 14th General Election. Another book 'By-Election
in Sungai Limau, Kajang, Balingian and Pengkalan Kubur’, written in
Malay, was published by IIlUM. ESRU presented a study on Malaysian
urban poverty to policy makers illustrating the social grievances of
impoverished urban dwellers caused by the rise in cost of living.
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