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CONVERSION FROM ENGLISH DEEDS SYSTEM TO TORRENS SYSTEM OF
TITLE REGISTRATION IN PENANGAND MALACCA: PROCESSAND
PROBLEMS
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ABSTRACT

This research was aimed at examining the process of converting the land administration
system prevalent in Penang and Malacca to the Torrens System enforce in the rest of the
Peninsular Malaysian states. The introduction of the Torrens system to the states of Penang
and Malacca where the English deeds system was the system of land administration, despite
the implementation of the Torrens system of land administration in all the other Malay states
had to be made progressively. This is because until independence the land tenure system in
the two states introduced by the British colonial masters remained unchanged.

The research will examine the significant provisions of the National Land Code (Penang
and Malacca) Titles Act 1963 that was enacted to facilitate the conversion process. Finally
the research will identify what are the processes undertaken to facilitate the conversion and
the problems or challenges faced by the land administration authorities in the course of

conversion.

INTRODUCTION

The Torrens system of land administration was introduced in the Malay states for purposes of
improving the existing land administration system based on the English deeds system. The position
in the states of Penang and Malacca were rather different and the authorities felt the need to
provide the legal framework to regulate and facilitate the changeover process by introducing the
National Land Code (Penang and Malacca) Titles Act 1963. The changeover process has yet to be
completed due to certain challenges posed to the land administrators such as tracing the owner of
the land, lack of manpower and other administrative constraints.

BACKGROUND

This is a preliminary study of the factors influencing the delay in the changeover process from the
existing land administration system in the States of Penang and Malacca to the Torrens system. In
the process, the provisions of the National Land Code (Penang and Malacca) Titles Act 1963 that
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