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DEMOGRAPHICS

 total population - 28.3 million 

 of which 91.8 % are Malaysian citizens 
and 8.2 % were non-citizens

 Bumiputras (Austronesian origin, natives) 
-68.8%

 Chinese minority - 23.2% and 

 Indian minorities -7.0%

 Others – 1%

 CENSUS 2010
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RELIGIOUS BACKGROUND

 Islam is the most widely professed religion 
- 61.3%

 Buddhism - 19.8%

 Christianity - 9.2%

 Hinduism - 6.3%, and 

 1.3 % - Confucianism, Taoism and other 
traditional Chinese religions 

 (“Population Distribution and Basic 
Demographic Characteristic Report 

2010”) 
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GOVERNMENTAL SYSTEM 

▰A Federal 
Constitutional Elective 
Monarchy 

▰Modelled on the 
Westminster 
parliamentary system 

▰The head of State is 
Agong (King) elected to 
a 5-year term among 
other hereditary rulers of 
Malay states

222 members 

Elected for 
maximum 5 years

Dewan 
Rakyat

House of 
Representati

ves 

70 senators

(26 are elected by 
the 13 state 
assemblies)

(44 are appointed by 
the Agong upon PM 
recommendations)

3-years term 

Dewan 
Negara 

(Senate)

The government is lead by the Prime Minister

PARLIAMENT
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ISLAM AND FEDERAL CONSTITUTION 

 When UMNO obtained 
independence in 1957, 
no prominent role for 
Islam in governance 

 Constitutional position: 
Islam is the religion of the 
Federation 

 3. (1) Islam is the religion 
of the Federation; but 
other religions may be 
practised in peace and 
harmony in any part of 
the Federation

 (2) In every State other than States not having a 
Ruler the position of the Ruler as the Head of the 
religion of Islam in his State in the manner and to the 
extent acknowledged and declared by the 
Constitution of that State, and, subject to that 
Constitution, all rights, privileges, prerogatives and 
powers enjoyed by him as Head of that religion, are 
unaffected and unimpaired; but in any acts, 
observances or ceremonies with respect to which 
the Conference of Rulers has agreed that they 
should extend to the Federation as a whole each of 
the other Rulers shall in his capacity of Head of the 
religion of Islam authorize the Yang di-Pertuan
Agong to represent him.
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RADICALISATION OF ISLAM IN MALAYSIA

▰Islam is represented by PAS 
(Islamic Party of Malaysia) 
established in 1951 – increasingly 
conservative 

▰Focus on hudud and shariah

▰Lack of openness and inclusivity 

▰Prohibition of the usage of the word 
“Allah” for non-Islamic literature in 
Malay in 2015

▰Marginalisation of non-Muslims as 
Islamist parties try to ‘out-Islam’ each 
other 

▰Islam became a political tool of 
parties to marginalise the opponents 

▰The virtues of Islam as civilization 
such as balance, moderation and 
justice are not highlighted

▰(Joseph Liow, 2015)
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RISE OF RELIGIOUS EXTREMISM 

▰Malaysia has 
arrested hundreds of 
people over the past 
few years for 
suspected links to 
militant groups

 Islamic State 
declares war on 
Malaysia

 FMT Reporters

 May 18, 2016

 PETALING JAYA: Zainuri
Kamaruddin, a former Kumpulan 
Mujahidin Malaysia (KMM) leader 
known for several attempted 
murders and his involvement in 
armed bank robberies, has 
announced the Islamic State’s (IS) 
plan to “lead a charge” against 
Malaysia

▰2018 January: 

▰2 men were arrested for allegedly 
walked around KL armed with a knife 
aiming to kill Buddhist monks
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International developments/ 
current geopolitics

Social Media/ propaganda



REALITIES

▰Recent radicalisation of Islam at 
political and social levels should be 
evaluated within the framework of 
the current geopolitics rather than 
localising it into national faults

▰Religious extremism is a reality
which may jeopardise the well-being 
of Malaysians

▰The rise of extremism in Malaysia is 
not necessarily the indication of the 
lack of secularism

▰Finding solutions

▰Good governance 

▰Following the universal principles of Islam such 
as moderation, balance, openness, respects of 
human rights, equality of all citizens regardless 
their religious and ethnic backgrounds

▰Amanah Party (Trust) was established in 2015 
(from PAS) with the aim of establishing good 
governance

▰It shows the shift from political (radical) Islam 
towards civilizational and inclusive interpretation of 
the Islamic way based on good governance
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