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Abstract
This study in progress explores the unique anthropology and the dwelling culture of the Cocos Malays in Tawau,
Sabah. Cocos Malays is a race of people from Cocos (Keeling) Islands in the Indian Ocean who emigrated to North
Borneo (Tawau) in the early 1950s. Started by being slaves to the British on the islands and later becoming an
independent society after Sabah joined Malaysia in 1963, the development of their ‘un-traditional’ dwelling culture is a
unique one. The paper attempts to uncover the evolution of dwelling culture of the Cocos Malays from the beginning
of their civilisation on the islands (from 1826) until the present. The dwellings concerned have always been designed
and built by their masters, and the occupants’ views were not taken into consideration. Through archival research and
fieldwork data collection, the paper focuses on the evolution of Cocos Malays’ space organisation in the dwellings in
Tawau, Sabah. The paper indicates that the evolution of the space organisation and form of their houses are not
conventional as in many cultures’. The study also inferred that the spatial organisation from their homeland of Cocos
(Keeling) Island has some bearing on the spaces of their present dwelling culture. © 2017 American Scientific
Publishers All rights reserved.

Author keywords
Cocos malays  Dwelling culture  Emigration  Spatial organisation  Tawau (Sabah)

Funding details

Funding number Funding sponsor Acronym

International Islamic University Malaysia IIUM

Funding text
This research was part of the FRGS Grant under International Islamic University Malaysia (IIUM) and Ministry of
Education Malaysia (MOE). Special thanks also to Dr. Md. Mizanur Rashid for initiating this research. Special thanks to
all the warm and hospitable Cocos Malays, both in Cocos (Keeling) Island and in Tawau, Sabah.

◅ Back to results

 Export  Download  Print  E-mail  Save to PDF ⋆ Add to List  ▻More...

View at Publisher

Advanced Science Letters
Volume 23, Issue 7, July 2017, Pages 6231-6236

Ariffin, N.A.M. Osri, N.A. 

 View references (7)

ISSN: 19366612
Source Type: Journal
Original language: English

DOI: 10.1166/asl.2017.9242
Document Type: Article
Publisher: American Scientific Publishers

 ▻View in search results format

     All Export  Print  E-mail  Save to PDF Create bibliography

PlumX Metrics
Usage, Captures, Mentions,
Social Media and Citations
beyond Scopus.

Metrics 

0 Citations in Scopus

0 Field-Weighted

Citation Impact

Cited by 0 documents

Inform me when this document
is cited in Scopus:

Related documents

,  ,

(2017) Advanced Science Letters

,  , 

(2003) Atoll Research Bulletin

, 
(2010) Journal of Fish Biology

  

Find more related documents in
Scopus based on:





 ▻Set citation alert  ▻Set citation feed

Intangible cultural heritage (ICH)
of Cocos Malays in Tawau, Sabah

 Ariffin, N.A.M. Osri, N.A.
Salleh, N.H.

Feral cats in paradise: Focus on
Cocos

 Algar, D. Angus, G.J. Brazell,
R.I.

Increased seawater temperature
and decreased dissolved oxygen
triggers fish kill at the Cocos
(Keeling) Islands, Indian Ocean

 Hobbs, J.-P.A. Mcdonald, C.A.

View all related documents based
on references

 ▻Authors  ▻Keywords

https://www.scopus.com/home.uri?zone=header&origin=searchbasic
https://www.scopus.com/results/results.uri?sort=plf-f&src=s&st1=The+evolution+of+space+organisation+in+Cocos+Malays%27+&st2=&sid=f284fd3f9eb8a7c757a2eadbcaa7d361&sot=b&sdt=b&sl=60&s=TITLE%28The+evolution+of+space+organisation+in+Cocos+Malays%27+%29&offset=1&origin=recordpage
https://www.scopus.com/redirect/linking.uri?targetURL=https%3a%2f%2fdoi.org%2f10.1166%2fasl.2017.9242&locationID=1&categoryID=4&eid=2-s2.0-85030217657&issn=19366612&linkType=TemplateLinking&year=2017&zone=outwardlinks&origin=recordpage&dig=628c2835ca7619649175463800cf0ee9&recordRank=
https://www.scopus.com/redirect/linking.uri?targetURL=https%3a%2f%2fdoi.org%2f10.1166%2fasl.2017.9242&locationID=1&categoryID=4&eid=2-s2.0-85030217657&issn=19366612&linkType=ViewAtPublisher&year=2017&origin=recordpage&dig=cdfbbc3efea0c9dcf671d52c679fcd83&recordRank=
https://www.scopus.com/sourceid/19700181106?origin=recordpage
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorId=57150852600&amp;eid=2-s2.0-85030217657
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?authorId=57195934599&amp;eid=2-s2.0-85030217657
https://www.scopus.com/search/submit/references.uri?sort=plf-f&src=r&imp=t&sid=687e66c31fc384552f5644ac4c11b652&sot=rec&sdt=citedreferences&sl=23&s=EID%282-s2.0-85030217657%29&origin=recordpage&citeCnt=1&citingId=2-s2.0-85030217657
https://www.scopus.com/standard/help.uri?topic=12031
https://plu.mx/plum/a/?elsevier_id=2-s2.0-85030217657&theme=plum-scopus-theme
https://www.scopus.com/alert/form/document.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85030217657&ATP=document&discoveryEngineID=scopusdoccite&discoveryEventID=NEW&mode=C&AID=NEW&origin=recordpage&view=extended
https://www.scopus.com/results/rss/handler.uri?citeEid=2-s2.0-85030217657
https://www.scopus.com/record/display.uri?origin=recordpage&zone=relatedDocuments&eid=2-s2.0-85030227347&citeCnt=0&noHighlight=false&sort=plf-f&src=s&st1=The+evolution+of+space+organisation+in+Cocos+Malays%27+&st2=&sid=f284fd3f9eb8a7c757a2eadbcaa7d361&sot=b&sdt=b&sl=60&s=TITLE%28The+evolution+of+space+organisation+in+Cocos+Malays%27+%29&relpos=0
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?origin=recordpage&authorId=57150852600&zone=relatedDocuments
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?origin=recordpage&authorId=57195934599&zone=relatedDocuments
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?origin=recordpage&authorId=57195938356&zone=relatedDocuments
https://www.scopus.com/record/display.uri?origin=recordpage&zone=relatedDocuments&eid=2-s2.0-1942499417&citeCnt=0&noHighlight=false&sort=plf-f&src=s&st1=The+evolution+of+space+organisation+in+Cocos+Malays%27+&st2=&sid=f284fd3f9eb8a7c757a2eadbcaa7d361&sot=b&sdt=b&sl=60&s=TITLE%28The+evolution+of+space+organisation+in+Cocos+Malays%27+%29&relpos=1
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?origin=recordpage&authorId=6505797006&zone=relatedDocuments
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?origin=recordpage&authorId=6603810846&zone=relatedDocuments
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?origin=recordpage&authorId=23003257900&zone=relatedDocuments
https://www.scopus.com/record/display.uri?origin=recordpage&zone=relatedDocuments&eid=2-s2.0-79952277671&citeCnt=0&noHighlight=false&sort=plf-f&src=s&st1=The+evolution+of+space+organisation+in+Cocos+Malays%27+&st2=&sid=f284fd3f9eb8a7c757a2eadbcaa7d361&sot=b&sdt=b&sl=60&s=TITLE%28The+evolution+of+space+organisation+in+Cocos+Malays%27+%29&relpos=2
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?origin=recordpage&authorId=8872807200&zone=relatedDocuments
https://www.scopus.com/authid/detail.uri?origin=recordpage&authorId=35119309100&zone=relatedDocuments
https://www.scopus.com/search/submit/mlt.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85030217657&src=s&all=true&origin=recordpage&method=ref&zone=relatedDocuments
https://www.scopus.com/search/submit/mlt.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85030217657&src=s&all=true&origin=recordpage&method=aut&zone=relatedDocuments
https://www.scopus.com/search/submit/mlt.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85030217657&src=s&all=true&origin=recordpage&method=key&zone=relatedDocuments


 1 of 1

Razali, N.H.M., Talib, A. 
(2013) Procedia-Social and Behavioral Sciences, 105, p. 644. 

 

Muhammad, S.A. 
(2012) The Relationship between the Royal Socio-Culture and the Residence Palaces in Kedah 
International Islamic University Malaysia, Gombak 

 

Bunce, P. 
(1988) The Cocos (Keeling) Islands: Australian Atolls in the Indian Ocean.  . 
The Jacaranda Press, Australia 

 

Ross, J.C.C., Clunies-Ross, D. 
(2009) The Clunies-Ross Cocos Chronicle.  . 
Western Australia 

 

Laten, S., Rabika, K., Kabul, M.N. 
(1973) Malaysia in History, 16, p. 107.  . 

 

Rahman, N.A. 
(1988) A Study on the Traditions and Beliefs of the Cocos People in Sabah: A Case Study in East Coast of
Sabah (Translated Title).  . 
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, Bangi 

 

Teh, W.H.W., Ali, A.H. 
(1999) Rumpun Melayu Australia Barat 
Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia, Bangi 

 

 Ariffin, N.A.M.; International Islamic University Malaysia, Jalan Gombak, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia 
© Copyright 2017 Elsevier B.V., All rights reserved.

1

2

3
Cited 16 times

4
Cited 2 times

5
Cited 2 times

6

Cited 2 times

7

 

◅ Back to results  Top of page

About Scopus

What is Scopus

Content coverage

Scopus blog

Scopus API

Privacy matters

Language

⽇本語に切り替える
切换到简体中文

切換到繁體中文

Русский язык

Customer Service

Help

Contact us

 

Copyright © 2017 . All rights reserved. Scopus® is a registered trademark of
Elsevier B.V.  
Cookies are set by this site. To decline them or learn more, visit our .

Terms and conditions Privacy policy

Elsevier B.V

Cookies page

https://www.scopus.com/search/submit/citedby.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85030217657&refeid=2-s2.0-0038138228&src=s&origin=reflist&refstat=dummy
https://www.scopus.com/search/submit/citedby.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85030217657&refeid=2-s2.0-84957664683&src=s&origin=reflist&refstat=dummy
https://www.scopus.com/search/submit/citedby.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85030217657&refeid=2-s2.0-85030266563&src=s&origin=reflist&refstat=dummy
https://www.scopus.com/search/submit/citedby.uri?eid=2-s2.0-85030217657&refeid=2-s2.0-85030235071&src=s&origin=reflist&refstat=dummy
https://www.scopus.com/results/results.uri?sort=plf-f&src=s&st1=The+evolution+of+space+organisation+in+Cocos+Malays%27+&st2=&sid=f284fd3f9eb8a7c757a2eadbcaa7d361&sot=b&sdt=b&sl=60&s=TITLE%28The+evolution+of+space+organisation+in+Cocos+Malays%27+%29&offset=1&origin=recordpage
https://www.elsevier.com/online-tools/scopus
https://www.elsevier.com/online-tools/scopus/content-overview/
https://blog.scopus.com/
https://dev.elsevier.com/
https://www.elsevier.com/legal/privacy-approach
https://www.scopus.com/personalization/switch/Japanese.uri?origin=recordpage&zone=footer&locale=ja_JP
https://www.scopus.com/personalization/switch/Chinese.uri?origin=recordpage&zone=footer&locale=zh_CN
https://www.scopus.com/personalization/switch/Chinese.uri?origin=recordpage&zone=footer&locale=zh_TW
https://www.scopus.com/personalization/switch/Russian.uri?origin=recordpage&zone=footer&locale=ru_RU
https://www.scopus.com/standard/contactUs.uri?pageOrigin=footer
https://www.scopus.com/standard/contactForm.uri?pageOrigin=footer
https://www.elsevier.com/
https://www.elsevier.com/locate/termsandconditions
https://www.elsevier.com/locate/privacypolicy
https://www.elsevier.com/
https://www.scopus.com/standard/help.uri?topic=11237
http://www.relx.com/

