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Abstract

Inequalities between men and women are common and well-documented. Objective indexes show
that men are better positioned than women in societal hierarchies-there is no single country in the
world without a gender gap. In contrast, researchers have found that the women-are-wonderful
effect-that women are evaluated more positively than men overall-is also common. Cross-cultural
studies on gender equality reveal that the more gender egalitarian the society is, the less prevalent
explicit gender stereotypes are. Yet, because self-reported gender stereotypes may differ from
implicit attitudes towards each gender, we reanalysed data collected across 44 cultures, and (a)
confirmed that societal gender egalitarianism reduces the women-are-wonderful effect when it is
measured more implicitly (i.e. rating the personality of men and women presented in images) and (b)
documented that the social perception of men benefits more from gender egalitarianism than that of
women.
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