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Not easy to acquire citizenship
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A model of Forest City Project. Pix by MOHD AZREN JAMALUDIN.

By ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR DR ABDUL RANI KAMARUDIN (/authors/associate-professor-dr-abdul-rani-kamarudin) - March 23, 2017 @ 12:41pm

TUN Dr Mahathir Mohamad alleges that the Forest City Project, a joint venture between Country Garden and a company controlled by the Sultan of Johor to build four
artificial islands on reclaimed land at the southern tip of Malaysia, would lead to 700,000 Chinese from mainland China staying in Johor Baru, and eventually acquiring
citizenship if they stay long enough. His view is in his blog Chedet under the heading “Forest City”.

Under the Federal Constitution, a person, whose father at the time of his birth is a citizen of the Federation, is entitled to citizenship by operation of law. If the birth took place
in Singapore after Sept 16, 1963, it would have sufficed if either of the parent was a citizen of the Federation, otherwise it must be the father only.

The place of birth is immaterial; the child of a foreigner who gives birth in Malaysia does not acquire citizenship by operation of law. Citizenship through operation of law
cannot be revoked unless it was obtained by fraud or the person possesses double citizenship.

Citizenship may also be acquired by a foreign woman whose husband is a citizen of the Federation with the marriage registered according to Malaysian law. The practice is
after two years of marriage, or after she has given birth to a child, she may apply.

A child born during marriage (as opposed to children from the former foreign husband, if any) shall automatically acquire citizenship by operation of law. A foreign man whose
wife is a citizen of the Federation does not acquire citizenship under the operation of law but may apply for permanent residency in Malaysia.

A permanent resident of not less than 12 years may acquire citizenship by way of naturalisation. For a Malaysian who is married to a foreign husband, it may be wise that she
gives birth in Malaysia to enable the child to acquire citizenship by operation of law.
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The birth of the child outside Malaysia would not entitle him or her to citizenship under the operation of law if at the time of the birth, the child’s father was not a citizen of the
Federation (with exception of Singapore after Malaysia Day). Under special circumstances, a child under 17 years old may be registered as citizen.

The acquisition of citizenship by naturalisation or registration is not a right, nor automatic, and also entails the need to take the oath of allegiance to the Yang di Pertuan
Agong, hence conditional at best. Applicants must show good character and adequate knowledge of the Malay language. Malaysia also does not allow double citizenship.

A person who acquires citizenship by naturalisation or by registration may be deprived of their citizenship if they are disloyal or disaffected towards the Federation or during
war, compromised his loyalty by associating with the enemy, or without approval from the Federal Government served in any office, post, employment under the government
of any country in respect of which an oath, affirmation or declaration of allegiance are required, or has been away for more than five years not due for the service of the
Federation and had failed during the five year period to annually register at the consulate of the Federation his intention to retain his citizenship.

Dr Mahathir’s concern as far as the acquisition of citizenship by foreigners, therefore, is substantially unfounded. Forest City is also designated as free tax area and
ownership of units is believed to be freehold not leasehold. The Johoreans themselves in Johor Baru are by and large on leasehold. However, the unregulated influx of
foreigners may create political, social, economic, cultural and religious imbalance.

ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR DR ABDUL RANI KAMARUDIN

Lecturer, Ahmad Ibrahim Kulliyah of Laws, International Islamic University Malaysia
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'Furious 8' speeds into box office history (http://api.cxense.com/public/widget/click/AjjIU79Kn-

jIHvad0cSTSLHtGKAMvxZ_DcfDgobRIB9ec4k0BzcozpjF9v96iDM2DmIAIfwF UNimKj4F66ZdtZVSSO0LztknFdRiAVcOWTeBiQgYM|t2Z82CmFW7_fSOM422olraNX6aEuqicwZCy
3WjDZmLB_Wq34LxdJCr0DfDO8tP381bIqjQgW8TmoLyZxKvhbI1v9uOwK4wXLPCjJJg3NXoVMLnSIbCYHEZrmX-
sI4bON_NqTg7EtiGw7woBEwWXFg8sw80ynWk_hK7Knbf2GbJRxr-Xmczhxpo6y3CwQ28BAWMSwWCtX6ExWOYgLglodHTLOPkooGEjSn-iKQtUMzngM-
Zo7X9IFGCi2lgLkJ8pQjzUD8QwG3DGMI931yXrZx556gKrQwswjyhHRXEyU70kQAQAXPIOA3Xxuaw-
EXcLSZ434ufxHYRErZ94ujBcQjodpekSB18ZaRL6XsHu37YHxgOBn65SBLtMvF TzUfZTCgy33YsgBam8Riexfzys4OBgSk12P4NQYzXQOywRx3vv-ErPiJy9T0qs-81683GTqB2-
¢JCIwcKF7_oVdCebid6whfSCXYzIJW15voEO6hrNKofO1In0h2YSrOQ9xYwO0Dv7T8-4egkbYglmUCKi71ZF YnzKkelbuyNcv1zDSJH5nJgIRiWS0xFzspN3BCFI4CiEI4Q-
Dx2CyY3Hu_X0IrA0)

National search launched for alleged 'Facebook Killer' (http://api.cxense.com/public/widget/click/dP5y_iVO-egFS4Kl1Jz-
WelrRnkNt7Nuutkd81ZY7bFdzBkp3yrtmeLPZOFRqkdXT1d4S1EzzCgk4cX1qi2qNp YonymiYg6QiC_gMXISBu2iuEDOPqopqpXX8xxr_xHMqmPIbI-FdtOLaM7LrEQX6-
d9c¢6P7gPTbJV71jZLOATujSALPOgS0FOSFWsSRbeky E4mP1bCm_dfdNGXmvESeMF62xPuL5WedH-
MgNSWLtWZJiJFokBBkCLGs6ecrLdgmShPFimq1FqSUIlmdMncVQHmzo0_ejsSyGLOYQeqpCaWUqKZhRUnJBZyQcxOwHmeszOFwJiZm25uhJ8xICNdT4YNzX9V1uuP6hs-
TuKT00Ceod20XIrqrUkcbt0LaQdudfMLyfQgXQtNbLIEY41 TPWRUTg8Ck7nY5rROKkGnOnuAYQyBK_3gr_-Ol6KM6RygjNRQZibX-
PNKKkzzYQosG3GENdZbBndBoZ3t4cAbpRrwMu13i3¢8MXBwWVGZHCoET31YWzLeyAOFU7T_oAJOXeGPdo21auygg-LI-

OXIyqGg8yliHSElcm Yeic90aZWXbYGOTDDbnm4qstWGp6xF7AGtC8I126tE17PuKkXU2gYsUYZzwGN905TTh25dU2Zt6Q1tT5SGWngoQd68qgmQjr72DcQ-
bwkCitMcewrQ37moVm3A_pCw7UlJaJqQhyDAifkp3iJXOyga4daMJaOh_jFc3Q2Nw0)

41 journalists from Media Prima in the running for MPI Petronas Malaysian Press Awards 2016
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IeyMn3DN4rbs_qWp4Eo_Y9SWHXRTEDwJT21aa0U0G6wwBHxkI2B8UoYVO08RNF79bEQehGrdJeGkmHgincUXVFzA__ P2q3Hz09Vp7e42D7bbC4j0pKnctgT7CoXX4Ycg65Q6yH
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Mysterious package at Wisma Bernama not a bomb but a bottle of cooking oil
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XFJhk7UyneQe5xyl__tn_z0ES3CMtKF1szWW0sUuR39EOpVxXT78p4yKy0qsYRG8qTMdI43bQMWLnSuCEiFYOZzRa21aixyccINoXUiGHeg9j-
dmOWOEnOshMt2PRaT5Z4ZGSqO0FfaIRxxrXXuqMTQgg1GnOXdqnFIuGzXuQ6pNpV_kkRrURs80RNqn8pDUaQELWkwFb-04K0nCHqDj9vzkUIDHgWh63NI2RriUs-
Lmwv_psVZHNBVwC50KMehfzDKzYUdTyuZLZXysSDafZmqFatZ0zWLz6j5138UPi6RIkzRRx1CozTn8_cZ14xIFUCRPBPb2IwCdGtjijyUmfR4swrFIYCnjDOpTH3YRa2Wjks5q7F

Templer's 12 pioneer army officer, Major Gen (Rtd) Datuk Lai Chung Wah, passed away at 84 (http://api.cxense.com/public/widget/click/cwk1DxfSSsDvM-kcJuh-
KKkNrfsx8QSVII4ih3X1xAFWMvViPXekCudWKU9JrRYQoOcqAJxFx00L9No_briES8eex0yaSPAvXWZOrFot9WlieXcGhrtdUzMhCDUPHgmUP-
P4yTAllt7udoi6lleOxzbcQj4JJulOmiMmXuEGaAY cuO8Sdff-1zIvApZGJA3hIE7TRYLF01C7-
e754keFthWRtpdAgY_JvslU_wiB14IEZV{XLMBOFHuIAIiZqEpQQuzoAYz6b7_4XiMj-poxSMG2UG-
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EkSjP2cihE_xT0idEh9uMA8K2-MgeLLQ1RqkuatGbJ3tgWqUGkbTUegpnnd9nwnwuWupE-lu_PZ3u92kAbJ6bI1zP16FPBE-
n3pSNWQuNHc5dOy6baWfWTi7S63QTEbednUtwmTi80V2q5Tclaytlq_Qkrd_bE-
¢55uCyvFntpuNPdR_jSubgefOmrDsdaLfgDUL2EhX7f6rlOEoqJSRM37JnrlqjzygabhmZmlI9_a4XeK6-dDga8RO3-
JQwWtL50yG4Gn3NJfUVmKfVSwbo_pKjnfhweJWnW2qEe7njZ8S_QzkOrSdCEIqNKa93eQnTeqE6TM_GlpgXCxMaCcsdRsRVJh35velRVRibBEz81bUml4li2kfzvpvsgI9kT3Ck3Sh2
ALiNUtkFn6Evin-MAGNdWOY9CATrBInGCcd6xtM-YUhEBq4LwoLaUAOCm98RNLAIPF GXjKkmM-6NLwllOCLe7LOk1MvYgFoCEWG4hya-
JXWWESaB66fTg2yX00KF4w7ib6AVqU4IVmCRY53V745vBPHaXarOZ9JotHjACTBIVX7X_Z-
fSYInhFGu2qIVRXns29tKZZZBmoaqUfqBgoHzt54rTUmTE_4969r2UrEHS5sdbPdK5yx0jV8_Wdj8GozGr315yz4e8ezvK6NF8e5gK CFSAGk4EuDmRIi841HBHHpJ5qJe4uQAStrRb

No report on Peter Chong's abduction: Hatyai Police

(http://api.cxense.com/public/widget/click/eui8Hxwt1ln30Y_QW6N6JVIJelsUTNXIFyX 2XuAbNtJdBJtIVKSKKyr7LICTT207AlrKkHptpqdkfVtw0dWftxPv7es2szCT1Vd4vlyREW
f5p206MDjdfBeS8L28uR5tRqTILOSTYnyAu6fIEKytU6XF67qFyUYUkhj7QFy8GbV7CFpLq4WyhJYsC_UhzPnhk9eG0hcJJ0t7WIUuokLgh4zHxD7Y6AXnvqZKjRPdsavgiDRge2A
USidYwViUJwfH91LXcXQJHrUoGjPaRY53f4c80JKNWensQY-SIXnkxvMTpdt3AM2SKSFg-Rf6TI8VZHTYmfOEAhOOvn9H30l-
OaqrbnviBHrGuW6RMOxXEZHj4iKG4mrul9WhHIMIiIOXNdydR3_UywTByglZZoKqC2hm4bkUIc6uWmjSDWHQklp8eOo_-fLcy2i9KDxqYy2iXqtHoabZ-
MnEVr1eGsXhCITCwwbwBhInTGTUzmMdqP8muS8ODHFKVRFr9gFwUJIhVGpOgyS7oBelImQPne0gG2hsUuIHQddQMKefnGBjx116XxELkU-
yhOOtXyJtvJMWsbupwo3_rLtMJnQJn8ng76PWYBwYKGS8AUDMoNw1GS8IBrPhTuLEOr_iG6IFT48Z9YtYFmA6bQjd6RjBnkFwx8tZubF72vaWLNo-

BNOhV5mlfVIs1bf9Yjk0)

Police looking to extradite Abu Sayyaf militants to Malaysia on kidnapping charges (http://api.cxense.com/public/widget/click/xOCM09JpKkdJu6aEZVAGEMbOaVfi-
JBkZqlyeuwcSstNKROIg2IsFLbsnVZ5bUipxmAaRokuguvGdpBCpSXhGOLmVRzHvU4AtWJHBAjU6XQzyHubT1J2aK_PGIWIpSCcY3q5zsNGHTpGt2KBHPz_UudO0kIS3DFghK
-TCGON_yg5PwAHu-ZPTO9J0o5Eb94T3gW5QAKKjGeWO0_iLUZVUPbnAWDZ5-
h3LID80zKMPSsTA9HObJbSRCK991DyDDje3ETa92g40wHKcxZ91FT_2KfJJSJWLLq0J1d6vxWpB2-
EOO0hWFxSqud4zqxdMCdIdt19QmspV_TL8dTDZdOtdsI7mtI8wcl1ThT74rURsjiN8LyrjZ0n71zZLBNsfm7syClihvdQ5DK7aRAsOIhfpbHIAIW518tUqe30kMePvPdF VicjcLha3XCINZ
yVdcIeV1zkK8SdSr5keQeuFX_gZOetQlqpdGY-5hGFie9Jp3v2_vIDOEzZNRRpqt1sG-

AqgOcelAloqV7W2H7rrzJ qefnliVs30GsquBPIBM59qU90p TK1bXwVY1rWaxNAqYCzay7AmGZD2SZ2V8PrCuQv-nDnai9Gis8r6TjjESLG37cGEZJv5fKNfo-
fFBJm5jBoEg2x5a6uXFOmNucO0fcKZpDMHhvoNH_H6D4dzhdQ6dkhqp8sqxI_yiSc_-ER00)

Police arrest key suspect in crude palm oil investment scam (http://api.cxense.com/public/widget/click/mrZIAx8kUi4CdOlzC9VDnppi-
Q2sTxTUtrfltwDSIZnzA2Mv6q6rzAmoYL7H2AWP78ALGsdRwnUoyCvZRGgHc5¢2c1WPXFfGbEGteblKO005MwsNbW10PE3qn1qRIACPyEOgMxbaAvNybes845eMUIjSNRTtN
y0j_BtPukI3qrm8GfqfKnFVByfOMDJttSG8aREEVH6_fPHEi-xqudvJzZQ_DtIHG6ZquLCxEdGISXFUZdGZaQvI_pkPjgwGTJgj-
zXiXbjsmZmjYGL24dALANPs975¢6XyisOE0CEPFfvcJ9JuCelnSask6CvSWLpGafteigX1jfPNiwr3od6X8FCMyUYzofus1 CJ1YaPfUHUbrEXz41MZslacNBCrEaT481SYJRr2IDxDS7
qGmmsqqphrfDjGLn9EC-01v0ZE_s4In_zBhHQizCCNCBHIVSGP_Z-NG-

ArnIPHRqQOfAXxVnhVTvJF_yt8n0X36djs4US282U6utgY3z8I31xHXXbH YueBtwoEMa6jKiwMS5TflyfarCxc28FP0XGgoSk9VqsCDCEB4w0)

TRENDING

Woman jailed over fake Chinese weddings
(http://api.cxense.com/public/widget/click/2M101TGdzzXDfogXNwEGgZlyBnWO0rUiLHgWtRux612zeb85qmuVVWgz-
_ASI3ZXanTjV4FzlisRtbSCsc4OhUPNXy2N5tTuu7THiPJWE6ibWc¢TILGTtIBUESPc6qWsSMHT84p1p_ MAmjcbCaR_193RXDozl YFWiGauM5gJgewdhIHn
ppmTrHcSvGow4Qu_cSuLkQ994reb1hIDZPMO00p_zb10HWuppZ7v7kpvByxg7dF2BLxAAs3nzcKY fbhp711k504Ppjqf8FRz7pZ3ickcIPHuojb_LdVgQgUTar
Cpv5ajexeorC_GCHmRFvIpzN0SzPIByDTHJTybxKjEdXvuOWM_05Ys1mQ7hz6pyJD-
OMyPEt93eMRAIN0QKvuC2nls4VR4qZsUWQo8TZZe3fBpgvygXGx4T2c5SEzKb1nnyi23RL4IptgJXTiFXT09bexJe-
9AqsyYXfHUVpnknFXhégllq1iHU96dq1TWD2d-KbdJy9pda-K-ZSXHzrg8v0_12GabsUsXCJNWDDMxncxRROXF9w0)

Erdogan slams criticism of disputed Turkey poll
(http://api.cxense.com/public/widget/click/eVyL82TDDT_V_zmSqNWuzbaApGks3EcwyCP_TrV9Uyqubtxjz7wr7pRIOSDMzgpHUWHFsQIIbJWRq4xvVYF:
ddIS-5D47mQXNKXWasKgxJXE-tLWShrMa-
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ALPL12jv0oGTakXA6KtHD6UKYzJmRqZat15vYU9Z8AUsWbpd5SXfaodooxNT6LigauFz mA4L mqjZTrPHhYTEGx7zxD0o6CVLuz6uC3uAn5tISLSjv3iji0q
YUTHrQEguUwt0fkEqRtOtYY1tqumuOJFAIR-

vIx02hcQTOEVKApNsB7c4cvRy20Z7L malBUHvZonTYe84C9f0jRIi9a7PNHgL.24gKJmi0R5fbmreq9jgfwPHIrN31DpbvhJwdBytQS5_qFkHqwJBLKDNXY
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Sanchez, Ozil strike to end Arsenal away woes (http://api.cxense.com/public/widget/click/I3VOIND8nKYQ6N9boCytYxjT7aHVk4-LHA-
RAtvR_O81HaUrA4ki2G7pCGVImpknVXT6AHwaMHCAyvIQQydGd3tpHUqQc4TEm7AhIHXD6AGIX0_Nljsy2dZH4RzrH0xXh6bkb3u9F3ezFnFxdODF
a65CzIRgqb9WoqmYaFsiSJ_YYM2y7o0FgMAcrYIJ5iU042uu8Vslj_483S5jftZbE42ERH3qihme217M3aCnifBmLTU3dIT87erb-
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iG1864gVPo0ygcJBUIMUixoCumpnZrkSg3U5HaRgF6NSIj06SSBuRjBmEqVEU1Inh4ccZGm1Dcfl9d_33X60wVHrk2KA_mQiVqdtjQKwAMESTEgB9Jpl
MksWtDsRhFb4CZIDmSWdq8Sc0sSjor9iDXYy0TwlEy9G4DwNsNs_En-wd0D8WDOBWTrs;j0-
c4wnRy094jXEknqC2m4J7pQqVPaNZrPmzrb93GCy7xHojwLKuS8EDhHDXutKn3E4SHaEurPCBXMM1tItVe4qDNkwustwhh5xhES8EZs7aQrIsu8BsZdFH

Affidavit: Doc prescribed Prince opioids under friend's name
(http://api.cxense.com/public/widget/click/iwuleJgLHK2IR330fpUUe586s6RIStIRa3cDy3e1AJSO0SW4MKYB2lytoDFgpcjEJu4Umv9YjF4YOIIAU9eRsrvVQcezl
mobjFZzlrdEYeOwMOmruuutovk110A79Jrvsq0v23JTwvkic-
800zcuLCBC_WqseDpNIRMF8dnyA9ChixLOyF3JwMdVYoYm06KTdgY763rFd5Ji0SiZNs391FOZm61szWWbHJYzz0c5n1ewRVCj6eu8Qh3W0AU96Kp
3RC3q1INy41NfqgkXQWONQfqOIr43ynl9dBD_3QGceMWvUuxAlcAfdFBu_Z SIOHN10xw9K-GvmDBfBOMgsIN1ptyK-
joKN6EmB6pxuNYGyCFmBjrnO6Retw_dAS9SIFMwswceO561w03FIBIInvL6Ld5a6GxM11DOEeKpikSnV2aDAInur8_TebFAIfA9w6DLvWIGAEn8xT5HQ
C1tHRFSICdqVSVYv3Y8yDp2Qw54kqUpvmoFz1M3rLtLmalVWmH3up6tIMf151DokbZ6i0xbPMQ1INJKkRNMJtDJSRzLs0QMEWeH|zITV53Hg6MF1hDbj
KR2TbtVISYWjJSUWQ4yqm9YITVR7A3t1 FkNx3DLjDIQ70Ztmz2zIKee9BY GkF2YIdseUleH4d9T6QNscxg3p0_bnE70K4NoOs0)

Neighbour saves five-year-old girl from fiery end (http://api.cxense.com/public/widget/click/E7_KHkTuGDB7UCnhwrTZ2WOcQ9jX-jNLWfLJRz-
TUnnJOUQpnjeivC6CoVsqwp4ZCUjAhP_-w0-
i0Og0UcmIbsCEBaLFEfowNEUSRI9r3hsMrWaShSciPsaYc22xxPEtBP7DFmSBjnbo9vYMequINn4uKpf6BqPf9YXvKm8wEeTPMMq6nN7LuBW4ByAkp3dj
bpbTPsQURt4jP_THGzwI791gTa4PIEvVSrT_6eEfxtRtxgB0krc-kGr5U-
IBhdB_sIYUN4o0pL9eiShLRy9jutnkij9rRXATjVqV2MzGM3Z6g0jPf3skObak2hZQ31dfXjXSowcY6INKXm_nhvLZz75hepn-608bZDEgO0F-3idd3IH41E8n-
T3PWilfOpWGqbZGTbBm4NEyL9 PfX3qzWoSj6Exyy e4W-Ps6i_93uqnhXBWEHm_KzTdYrCkbZNZ-
1ZKuTaykDxAAfIMS8fDKUo0m2pDIdVq2zUSprmUl6xdKXbHxItdGeS7PemrMN32sDJ8RU-
qvqZdkLtphzSHTzmJrchGFDyvgXwImJjGR3r0IuoVGFCS5JXzWrvmUqOOG76wmRiWybwmLIG57N6bZAq-
h8uS02yZZz066hQt68InvLsFTtv0TuwXBQankbEmGKn8K-RXJeQ3klJyw79BD7AjFv7kg1SN7CMhIvKoulDsA0)

Chong Wei, Pandelela nominated for 2016 Sportsman, Sportswoman
(http://api.cxense.com/public/widget/click/qCBRenG8NmMWbfRJ97_evsScsZ6WO0yiS74gjCAEgaCqvjQsU6alJuKmCESUm7ZN26sNbreDI7TNqrYZIZa2ull2th:
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J929iUXsZZS5x3ExjT1lamXw_LWcPfUORhM72qzpJli6 CSSIMJEH2VqaVY97d5Wj40hj95kipStRHPcGSiWWdjfMHOweyajWeKK80APkFIaphycxgl RoBhy
EIzuAIBNePs7QOwWTIWShSnVVURMOSNItLBZSv4pwKSK4UXXFqMgHpHZb2nLS_kSSjAyMD7AxNUQO)

KD Perantau crew feared missing at sea, search mission launched
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ccLr4g4QZ9uVby kfHWLVIAXHDCxT07J8XrqfUO080cXiYtA0)
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The origin of the 'Mother of All Bombs' (/world/2017/04/230870/origin-mother-all-bombs)

Two cleaning workers killed after falling down Ipoh manhole (/news/nation/2017/04/231311/two-cleaning-workers-killed-after-falling-down-ipoh-manhole)

Alien fish running riot in local rivers (/news/nation/2017/04/231401/alien-fish-running-riot-local-rivers)

Templer's 12 pioneer army officer, Major Gen (Rtd) Datuk Lai Chung Wah, passed away at 84 (/news/nation/2017/04/231492/templers-12-pioneer-army-
officer-major-gen-rtd-datuk-lai-chung-wah-passed)

Six-car pile-up brought traffic to a standstill in Shah Alam (/news/crime-courts/2017/04/231499/six-car-pile-brought-traffic-standstill-shah-alam)
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