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Abstract

Throughout the centuries the Muslim ummah, and their scholars in paricular, have faced questions and challenges aboutzakat However, here is a vast
difference between raising questions for the sake of seeking knowledge and making allegations based on mere assumpton rather han on ifthad. Zakatis e
hird pillar of lslam and it shoukd herefore be realized that all the rulings and noms related fo zakat ars fiied by shariah s which cannotbe changad bacause
ofthe mutabilty of fime and space. To some people certain aspaots of zakat sesm imelevantto our contemparary ime and thersfors they suggest revising fhe
whale conceptof zakat and applying it according fo our modem era. Howeuer, anyane who ventures io challenge the esiablished noms of zakat must at leastbe
weell versed inthe major sources of shariah such asthe Cur'an, sunnah, ijma, giyas as well asin lsiamiz jurisprudence and the Arabic language. Othenvise what
they pose are baseless dlaims rather than iniellectual quesions. The authars of his paper focus mainly on three aspects: concept and scope of ifihad, discussion
and respanses i various allegations raised by \olker Nienhaus and tevtual evidences forhe proper understanding of zakat The paper has adopied historizal
and descripiive methods of analysi.
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