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Preface

The present work is a collection of papers emerging from the researches
done by the members of the Contemporary Figh Research Unit of the
Kulliyyah of Islamic Revealed Knowledge and Human Sciences together
with selected papers presented in the National Conference on Human
Rights in Islam: Issues and Challenges, 2013.

The central theme throughout all the papers is the issue of
reconcilability of Islam with a set of human rights standards as embedded
in Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and its enabling
and supplementary international instruments to which Muslim states,
including Malaysia have committed themselves with or without making
reservations. Embarking on such an academic adventure is not free from
criticism and controversies, not so much on account of Western leaning
of the discourse, but due to the difficulty in locating the agreed Islamic
framework within which the issue of rights can be deliberated upon. The
papers, contained in this monograph endeavours to discuss some selected
topics of rights within the frame of references which are Islamic in genre
and origin.

Addressing the epistemological dimension of the discourse,
Haneef, argues that the question of reconcilability of human rights with
Islam has been a divisive mooting point among Muslim thinkers from its
very inception. Infatuated with its formal languages of the UN Declaration
of Human Rights, some see it in complete conformity with Islam; by
looking at its underlying assumptions and Western hypocricy in terms
of its implementation, others have become rejectionists; and yet another
body of opinions, though representing different strands of thought in terms
of methodology, advocate the path of its cautious harmonization with the
notion of human rights namely hugiiq al- ‘ibad (rights of the servants of
God in Islam). It is argued that to embrace the idea in its entirety, athough
alluring, cannot be sustained in view of some irreconcilable elements in
the declaration, such as freedom to change one's religion. Neither the
rejectionists” project works in the context of prevailing conditions and
interdependence of Muslims with others in addition to the absence of
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case Muslims are capable of opting out of UDHR and its supplementary
documents on human rights. To him, the answer is in the negative as
Cairo Declaration neither has the capability to rival the Western inspired
scheme of rights nor provides for any effective mechanism to stop
transgression against human rights by its people which it represents. The
alternative, therefore, is harmonizing the negotiable parts of Islamic law
with that of UDHR.

Last but not least, we take the liberty to record our deepest
appreciation to the Ministry of Education for providing FRGS and IITUM
Research Centre for administering the fund and approving this work
for publication. We also express out heartfelt thanks to Emeritus Prof.
Dato’ Dr. Mahmood Zuhdi Haji Abd Majid for writing the foreword. We
also thank Dr. Saidatolakma Bt Mohd Yunus for painstakingly doing the
transliteration and taking care of all other technical matters.
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