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The practice of contemporary medicine has been tremendousty infuenced by wieslern ideas and i assumed by many that autonomy is a universal value of human exdstence. In the Word Heath
Report 2000, the Workd Heatth Organization (WHO) considered autonamy a “universal value of human e against which every heath system in the workd should be judged. Further in Wester
bingthics, patient autonomy and sef-determination prevail in all sectors of sacial and personal if, a concept unacceptable fo some cubures, In princple, there are chalenges to the unfversal validty
of autonomy, individualem and secularism, as most nan-Wester cutures are proud of their communal relaions and spirtuaistc ethos and, thereby imposing Westem belifs and practies as
aforementioned can have deleterious consequences, Religion fies atthe heart of masf cutures which infuences the practice patterns of medical professonals in both visble and unconscious ways.
Hovever.refigion s mostly viewed by scientists as mysfical and vithout scientfic proof. Herein fies the diemma, vihether medical professionals shauld respect the cubural and refious befefs oftheir
patients? In this paper we aim to discuss some of the fmitations of patient autonomy by comparing the process of reasoning in vrestern medical efhics and Isamic medical ethics, n order to evaming
the possibity and desirabity of arrving at a single, untary and unversall acceptable notian of medical ethics, We propose a mare fledble viewpaint that accommodates different cuttural and refgious
values in interprefing autonomy and applyng  in an increasingly mutinqual and muticuRural, contemporaneous saciety in arder to provide the highestlevel of care passhle
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