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CRITICAL OUTCOME: Stability and progress
in the region depends on the aptitude of
governments to inspire a climate of
public trust, appreciation and sincerity

HL ciiergence of the so-

called Islamic State (1S)

atthe tail end of the Arab

Spring confirmed once

again that the import of

Western democracy 1o the Middle

Fast and North Africa (MENA) is not

a cure for the deeply-

rooted socio-political
probicims of the region,

Numerous Muslim

and loss of life. The evils of sec-

tarianism and tribalism became
rampant and are now threatening
the fabric of society and state in the
region. The Arab Spring has taught
Us many lessons.

Firstly, the full episode of that
phenomenon confirmed
the strength of the will of
the masses, Upheavals
across the MENA region
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Only thiee yeais back,

the West welcomed the outbreak of

the Arab Spring in the region, iden-
tiying it as birth of the “collective
Arab/Muslim consciousness”.

Global media highlighted the se-
res of mass events in Tahrir Square
and elsewhere, and their accompa-
nying agitations lhl'r."}li;..*.,'ht_lt%{ Lhe re-
ston as harbingers ol a liberal
Ja*i'inn‘:';u“gr 41 good governance in
the Muslim World,

The criminal activitics of 18 and
other fargely retrogressive develop-
Hients the Middle Fast has wit-
nessed of Tnde indicate the end of the
Arab .‘“'i}"’ll'ii's;-;. CVOT T,!'ls.ni;,ﬂi the rev-
olutionary wave of mass protests
and civil wars preceding them
brought significant changes to the
crtire region. It is regrettable, how-
ever, that the Middle Tast is not en-
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wellbeing, protection

and human security, as
well as participation in decision-
making processes, were largely ig-
noreds No opportunity was made
available to amend the unfair sys-
tems through peaceful means en-
dorsed by Islamic teachings, such as
consultation and participatory sys-
tem of rule through fair elections,
government accountability and ad-
vocacy of people’s rights.

People were exhausted from the
unending cycle of despotism, eco-
nomic and political exploitation and
poverty. They opted for change and
tookK the revolutionary route to
achieve it. The Arab Spring also
manitested the potential of the
vouth. Arab youth had remained
marginalised, isolated and excluded
from decision-making processes.
They were frustrated with their gov-
croments and played major roles in
the transtormation of their coun-
tries and the whole region,

The youth represent a significant
portion of the MENA population. At
present, more than half of its pop-
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Iraqi security forces arresting suspected Islamic
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Spring, IS and democracy

State militants in Hawija last year. The criminal activities
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of IS and other retrogressive developments in the Middle East indicates the end of the Arab Spring. Reuters pic

ulation is under the age of 25, and
the needs and wants of such a sig-
nificant portion of society cannot be
neglected,

secondly, the ongoing political
transformation and recent elections
did not mark the end of the post-
colonial dictatorship in the MENA
region. The Arab Spring clearly did
not bring liberal democracy to the
Muslim world. Rather, it triggered
structural changes that shook the
Arab landscape with likely long-
Lerm consequences. .

Rapid political and social trans-
formations are not for the benefit of
the people. People in the post-
Spring countries are suffering from
socto-economic instability, poverty
and discrimination. Radicalisation
and violence are also on the increase
in these countries. It seems that a
regime change or change of govern-
ment 1s not the answer to the ills of
society and problems of dictatorship
in the Arab countries.

Time will tell the end story of the
Arab Spring phenomenon. Yet, its
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negative censequences, such as po-
litical instability, nepotism and oth-
er social ills, have overshadowed any
of its positive outcomes. Bridging
the gap berween the people and
their ruling authorities will take
much longer after the Arab Spring.
The United States drone attacks
against the militant groups will nei-
ther address the region’s problems
nor help bring peace and stability,
Rather, they provoke anger and de-
spair inythe hearts of victimised
civilians, their families and friends.
Muslim masses, particularly of Iraq,
Afghanistan and Pakistan, have be-

come disillusioned with the conse-

(quences of the US-led “War on Ter-
ror”. |

The world is going through a pe-
riod of turmoil with the redistribu-
tion of natural resources and strate-
gic regions among the super powers,
People living in resource rich, yet
underdeveloped areas, will once
more suffer because of their strate-
gic locations and their resources.

~ The challenges which the MENA

governments are facing today are”
immense. Prompt and proper e
sponses from the authoritics are ur
gently neceded. The concept, prin:
ciples and structure of governance
illt‘lllt““;i is ]ﬂ'tihﬁui'l!lf And tune
damentals, need to be reviewed and
comprehended by the anthorition.
Stability and progress in the re-

gion depends mainly on the apti-

tude of the governiments to Hispiie o
climate of public trust, appreciation
and sincerity between the politicnd
elite and the people. To succeed, the
governments should feamn o re-
spond to the needs and honefirs of
their own people. They should fingd
etfective solutions to economic and
social problems of their peaple

Consideration ol public welfioe
and public interest, and protection
of the rights of the citizens and hu
man dignity are the main ingiedi
ents of stability in the MEN A resion
The promising potential of youth
should be recognised and dirocted
through education, careful supervi
ston and respedct.



