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PROBLEMS OF EUROCENTRIC VIEWS OF HISTORY':
AN EXAMINATION OF CERTAIN ELEMENTARY VIEWS
ABOUT COLONIALISM IN THE MUSLIM WORLD

Abdullah al-Ahsan

Abstract

The 2011 Arab uprisings have taken observers by surprise. Many
expressed similar bewilderment aver three decades ago when a
revolutionary wave had shaken Iran. Why are the "pundits” of
international politics so confused about the Musiim world? A
student of history must ask why “experts” trained in social
sciences and humanities have failed fo envisage these events. In
our opinion this has happened because of the Eurocentric view of
history, particularly due to the misreading of the history of
colonialism in the Muslim world This paper examines the
European historiography on the subject and explains the root
cause of the problem. It concentrates on fwo issues: the guestion of
economic exploitation and dependence of the Muslim world on
colonial powers and the question of Muslim commitmeni to identity
and loyalty in the modern world. On the first question we would
argue that Muslim world was made subservient to Europe by
caercion and on the second we would demonstrate that unlfike
Europe, Muslims never abandoned their wmmah identity
consciousness during and after their struggles for nationhood,

Introduction

The 201! Arab uprisings surprised many cobservers who expressed
similar bewilderment over three decades ago when a revolutionary
wave had shaken Iran. It appears that international political
“pundits” are easily confused about the Musiim world. We
undertake to examine this question in this essay. In our view this
problem originated because of a prejudiced presentation and
manipulation of some facts in history which may be categorized as
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a sort of Burocentric view of history. In our wview the current
predicament started off during the colomal period of Muslim
history.

This paper concentrates on two questions: the issue of
gconomic cxploitation by colonial powers which resulted in an
imposition of a relationship of dependence on many former
colonies in Afiica and Asia on Europe, and the question of Mushm
commitment to identity and loyalty in the modem world. On the
first question, we would argue that the Muslim world was wealthy,
an evidence of which one would find for instance, in the artistically
magnificent Taj Mahal of India and similar other achievements in
various parts of the world. We hold the view that Europe made the
Muslim world subscrvicnt by coercion. On the second question, we
would demonstrate that Muslims never abandoned their wmmah
identity consciousness during their struggle for nationalism. In fact,
most pationalist leaders were motivated by Islamic ideas during
their struggle for independence, and their demands for Islamic
idealistic goals resurfaced i Muslim nations In contemporary
history.

Economic Expleitation of the Muslim World under
Colonialism

We begin our examination with the gquestion of economic
exploitation of the Muslim world under colonialism. European
colonialism came as a major challenge to the Mushlim world,
Writing on the impact of colonialism in Africa and Asia, Hans
Kohn, a historian of celonialism and nationalism claimed, ©. . .
thanks to colonialism, for the first time capable native cadres for
the administration of the country and for all walks of civilized life
have come into existence”.! According to Kohn:

Poverty has cxisted in Asia and Africa since time
immemorial, as it cxisted in Burope until the risc of
liberalism and capitalism, though in Asia and Africa it

! Tlans Kohn , “Reflections on Coloniakism®, The Ilea of Colonialism. Ed. Robert
Strausz-Hupe and Harry W, Huzard (London: Atlantic Books, 1958), 2-16: 6.
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has, for reasons and geography, been more acute and
morc ubiquitous than in Europe. As far as historical
memory goes, there has been perpetual warfare in
Asia and Africa; ... Western imperialism ... has
brought lasting benefits to both continents. . .*

We shall now examine general developments in the Muslim
world in the of Kohn’s claims. We shall revise the general
economie, cducational, legal, and political impact of colonialism
on Muslim society.

Kohn docs not support his observation with any statistical
recotds, We propose to survey developments in some early
colonics in Asia and Africa while examining Kohn's statement.
Cur emphasis will fall mnto the general socio-political and
economic conditions in the Muslim world. Since the scope for such
discussions would be very wide, we shall confine our discussion
mainly to India where the British established one of its first
colonies (in Benpal) in 1765, We shall also discuss the situation in
Algeria where France established onc of its early colonics (mainly
Algiers and the adjacent argas) 1n 1830, In cur opimion, these two
cases of European colomial rule in Muslim countnes reflect the
general pattern of European colonial rule in the Muslim world.

Beginning of European Penctration into the Muslim World

European penetration into the Muslim world began following the
expulsion of the Muslims from Spain {(1492) and with the
Portuguesc capture of Goa (13510} on the Indian coast and Malacca
#1511} in the-Malay Peninsula along with aggressive Portuguese
activities in the North and Fast African coasts.’ The Portuguese
believed that in order to gain commercial supremacy over the
Indlan Occan it was necessary to occupy and conirol certain
strategic points in the region. They were reported to have been

* [hid, 10.

* For a good description on the nature of colonial penetration into Asia, sec K. M.
Panikkar, Asfa and Western Dominanee. (Kunala Tumpur: The Other Press,
1923),
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making over 500% profits by importing goods from Aslan markets.
This attracted other European countnies to the tegion. By the
beginnmg of the scventcenth contury the FEuropean trading
companies became more organized: the Dutch, the French and the
Britush formed East India Companies as joint stock enterprises
along with manyv other similar ventures. These companies were all
supported by their governments who competed against each other
for commercial privileges from local rulers in Asia and Afltica.
Occasionally, Eastern rulers took advantage of the presence ol
these enterprises close to their territories. The Persian Safavids
inviled the British to fight against the Porluguese: al the time, the
Partuguese had already established colonies in Hormuz, Bahrain
and Muscat in the Persian Gulf coast. In the case of the Sultan of
Johor, he began to cooperate with the Dutch against the Portuguese
settlement of Malacca.® As a result, the territory changed hands, the
Netherlands capturing it in 1641. In the process, Eurepcan
countries began to acquaint themselves with the internal politics of
Muslim countries and occasionally secured zmd increased the
amount ot trade concessions from Muslim rulers.

Powerful Muslim rulers did not seem to have been
concemed about the interference of European countries in the
alfairs of some Mushim populated areas. In the 1680s, however,
when the British East India Company (EIC) attempted to capwure
Bombay {now called Mumbai}, a major trading centre on the coast
of India, the powerful Mughal emperor Aurangzeb (r. 16571707}
cancelled all concessions granted to. thc British. This had
devasiating effect on the British interest 1n the region. Therefore, in
reference to the Company’s relationship with Mughal rulers a
historian says:

... [t}he company was forced to go on bended koee to
Aurangzeb and ask his indulgence with respect to
continuing Company trade with India. Fortunately, as
far as the Company’s fiuture was concemed,

* Rupert Bmetson, Malaysia: 4 Study (n Divect and Indirect Rule. (Kuala
Lrmpur: Uintversity Press, 1979), 7.
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Aurangzeb took view that the English were nothing
more than an irritant in the greater imperial scheme of
things, . . . the company had to jssue abject apologies

unfortunate jncidents were forgotten and trade
refations returned to normal.”

There were many reasons for the EIC to apologize to the
Indian Emperor: the Indian trade had already become the backbone
for the British Economy. In fact, all Europcan countries were
making huge profits by selling eastern goods in Furopean markets,
In the scvenieenth century the British East India Company was
making at least 2009 profit and substantial loans to the British
gavernmant.

The relationship of trade between Ewrope and Afro-Asian
countries was different from today’s understanding of trade
between the two regions. Until the middle of the ecighteenth
century, trade was bascd on the Europeans buying eastern goods in
exchange for bullion (gold and silver bars) which they had
acquired from the Americas. There was hardly any demaud for
Furopean goods in Asia and Africa. The Europcans generally
imported sugar, pepper and other spices, saltpeter (an ingredicnt of
eunpowder), silk and other manufactured fabrics and goods,

In the process of conducting wade, the Furopeans not only
established factories in various parts of the Muslim world,” they
also acquired permission from Muslim rulers to mamtain armed
forces to protect their business interesis. Slowly, these companies
began to take part in conflicts during political succcssions in
various places in the region. Occasionally they would offer military
assistance (o one or the other contenders to the throne, and on
successful completion of the job, they would secure increased trade
concessions from the new rulers. Incrcasing demands by the
Europeans gradually led to the cstablishment of direct colomal rule

* Philip Lawson, The East india Company: A Histary (London: Longman, 19837,
a0,

* Factories ware local government's approved stations of Enropean courtries to
facilitate their trading activities.
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over several Mushim countries. Organized efforts to combine
scattercd ¢stablishments from a central point began perhaps with
the Dutch efforts under Van Imhoff (1703-1750) between 1743 and
1730, but the British East India Company was most successful in
this colonizing effort which began in 1757 with the occupation of
Bengal in Eastern India.

Early Period of Colopization
Bengal was onc of the richer areas of the world in the seventeenth
century.” By the middle of the cighteenth century, the British EIC
conducted 60% of its trade with Bengal. At the time, although
Bengal was a part of the Dcllu centered Mughal Empire, it
practically had scparated itsclf from Delhi. In 1756 the new Nawab
{ruler), Siraj ad-Dawlah (1729-1757), cancelled afl trade
concessions granted to the BEIC because of the misconduct of some
Company officials. The voung Newab had many rivals within the
royal household. Company officials began to conspire with Siraj
ad-Dawlah™s rivals and eventually succeeded 1n mdneing the
Commander-mn-Chief of the NMewab’s army. In 1737 1n the baitle of
Polashi (Plassy) the Nawab was defeated and killed and Mir Ja'far
Ali Khan (d. 176%), the Commander-in-Chief, was declared the
new Nawab., The EIC demanded and received a huge amount of
wealth from Mir Ja'far. Even the British sources do nol hide this
fact. According to one British source:

Before Plassy, it was privatcly agreed that in addition

to the official compensation, £400,000 should be

given to the army and navy and £130,000 to the select

committee of six [the Board of Duireciors}. The

" Here one must dispute Kohn's claim that poverty existed in Asia as it existed in
Furcpe. In fact, studies dealing with the economic situation ubtained dunng this
periad suggest that Bengal was much wealthier than Iingland and that is why it
attracted European merchants in the area. See Radhakamal Mukegee, Ihe
Feannmic Hictory aof frdia: 1600-18M). Londom: Longmans, nd.

40



PROBLEMS OT EUROCESNTRIC VIEWS OF HISTORY

members of council rceeived £30.000 to £80,000
cach.”

Muslim sources put the figurs much higher. Based on
contemporary Muslim documents, one historian puts the figure as:

[rJupees 22,900,000 [about £3,000,000] under
various heads. This amount was in addition to secrst
and private promuses for huge rewards to Clive
[commander of the Company forces] and his

assoclates which stipulated the payment of at least
£550,000.°

The EIC was in desperale need for money to fund other
colonial wars and conlinued ta exert pressure on the Bengal
government to generale money. The same British source says, ™.
the discovery that the Nowab's treasury contained only 1 millions
sterling instead of the 40 millions which were rumored led o no
abaternent in the demands.”' In fact, there could be no proper
record for the iolal transfer of weaith from Beogal to England
during this period berause of the lack of order and strong
govemnmenl immediately after British occupation. When the
treasury ran out of gold and silver ceins, the colonialists collected
jewels, precious stoncs and every item of luxury goods that were
available among the royals and the aristocracy. As early as May
24, 1769 one EIC official is reported to have written, “It must gmve
pain to an Englishman to have reason to think that smnce the
accession of the Company to the Dewond the condition of the
people of this country has been worse than it was before. ... This
fine country, which flourished under the most despotic and

¥ Percival Spear, The Cixford Hisivey of India. 4% ¢d. (Delbi, Londem: Oxford
Universiiy Press, 1958) 473,

? See NMuhamumad M. All, History of the Muslims in Beagal. 2 vols. {Rivadh:
Imam Muhammad Tha Saud Islamic University, 1988 240 11

M Spear, 473,
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arbitrary government, is verging towards ruin.”'! According to The
Cheford History of India, “men made forlunes, retumed to England,
lost them and returned o India for more.”'* This process continued
for a long time. This ncw found wealth created havoc in Brtish
society. On the impact of Bengal wealth on 18™ century British
socicty, The Oxford History of fndia tfurther records:

This sudden affluence of the Company’s Bengal
servants had a variely of results. It slarted a stream of
returncd  ‘Indians® o Enpland who became the
‘Nabobs™ [Newabs| of eighteenth-century Fngland,
scandalizing sociely by their ostentation and creating
jealousy by their wealth. Their 1nfluence began to be
felt hf],«j 1760 and they were a parliamentary force by
1767.

This parliamentary force plaved an importanlt role in
institationalizing colomialism and establishing the British Empire
that was originally initiated by some trading companies. The
Bengal govermment’s failure to generate funds for EIC led
Company olficials to assume dircet control over the government.
In 1763, EIC oflicially secured the Mughal emperor’s permission
to collect tax in Bengal. The EIC administration was consolidated
10 1772 with the appointment of Warren Hastings (1732-1818) as
the Governor General of India. Hastings adopied crucl and scvere
methods for collecting money from the people of Bengal. As a
result, Hastings was impeached and while arguing against him in
the heanng, Edmund Burke (1729-1797), an Irish conscrvative
member in the British parliament, highlighted the suffering of the
Indians under Company rule. Reporting the cruel methods in which
the British collected tax from the local population, he said:

l Quoted in Panikkar, 79,
' Ibid, 474,
A Thid, 519
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Those who could not raisc the money were most
cruelly tortured: cords were drawn tightly round their
[mgers, till the flesh of the four on cach hand way
actually incorperated. and became solid mass: the
fingers were then separated again by wedges of iron
and wood driven in between them. — Others were ticd
two and two by feet uppermost; they were then beat
on the soles of the feet, till their oe-nails dropped off,
They were afterwards beat about the head ill blood
gushed oul at the mouth, nose, and ears; they were
also flogged upon the naked body with... some
poisonous weeds, which burnt at every touch... a
father and son vied naked to each other by the feet and
arms, and then flogged till the skin was tom from the
flesh,...

The tfreatment of the ferhales could not be
described: - dragged from the inmost recesses of their
houses, which the religion of the country had made so
many sanctuaries, they were cxposed naked to public
view: the virging were carried to the Court of Justice,
where they mighi nvaturally have looked for
protection; but now they looked for it in vam; for in
the face of the minister of juslice, in the face of the
spectators, in the face of the sun, those tender and
modest virgins were brulally wviclaled. The only
difference between their treatment and that of their
mothers was, that the former were dishonored in the
face of the day, the latter in the gloomy tecesses of
their dungcon. Other females had the nipples of their
breasts put in a cleft bamboo, and torn offl.. the
Tathers and husbands of the helpless females were the
most harmless and industrious set of men. .. they gave
almost the whole produce of their labor to the East
India Company:... produced 1o all Epgland the
comforts of their morming and cvening tea: for it was
with the rent produced by their mdustry, that the
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imvestments were made for the trade to China, where
the tea which we usc was brought."*

Yet, Warren Hastings, under whose command this brutality
was cartied out, was acquitted in the view of the “valuable
services” he had rendered to the country in establishing the
colonial administration. This “valuable service” continued to be
rendered by officials till 1857, when following a major revolt
against the Company rule, the whole of India was ransferred Lo the
British crown.

Initially, the French refrained from establishing direct
colonies tn Muslim countries because of the capitulation Treary
signed between Francis T (1515-1547) and the Cttoman Sultan
Sulaiman (1494-1566) the Magnificent in 1536, Under the treaty
the French enjoved the status of separate sifles within the Osmanli
administrative system and secured the right to conduct trade in
Osmanli territories. With the changing situation and increcased
weakness of the Qniomans however, the French also hecame active
i direct colonization offoris in Asia and Africa. In due time, the
French turned out lo be the primary nivals of the Briush. The
British success in Bengal and the huge wealth that they had
acquircd 1n the newly founded celony created envy amaong the
French. Following the French Revelution, the Direclory
Govemmenl (1795-1799) entrusted General Napoleon Bonaparte
(1769-1821) with the responsibility to attack Britain, Napoleon
decided to attack Egypl instead because hc belicved that by
capluring Egvpt he would be able Lo block routes to India and thus
elimimate the newily acquired economic power of Greal Brilain.
Althourh France lailed in achieving its goal, it increased interest in
its divect colonization process. It also needed to settle its dizpute
between the nobility and common people who were affected by the
Revolution, particularly during the Jacobin period {1792-1793).
Years laler m 1830 the French Monarchists decided to invade
Algena.

1% Tames Mill, The History of British fndia. 3 vols. (Londen: 1317, New Delhi:
Mssovtated Prass, 19940, 3 66-67.
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During the early years of the revolution the French army
bought grains from Algeria through two Jewish  Algenan
Merchants, Arrears of the payment of this grain amounted to about
& millien francs. Cn their part the Jewish merchants were indebted
to the dey or the Ottoman govornor of Algiers in 1795, In 1518,
when Hussain Dey came to power, he wanted to recover this
amount. The dey’'s efforts continued for several years and tensions
increased over tme, In 1827, the dey was accused of slapping the
French consul in Algers and the French governmen! began to
threaten the Algiers povernment through wvarious unsuccess[ul
means, including a naval blockade and the forlificaiion of the
existing French factories in the region. Meanwhile, the I'rench
governmenl [ound another reazon to attack Alpiers: the general
elecuons in France were scheduled to be held in July 1830 and
King Charles X wanted to gain support by providing a potcntial
place for settlements to displaced farmers of the revolutionary
cra.”” The French Minister of War General Bourmont himself, led
the attack against Algeria. According to one historian:

Tt is estimated that one hundred million franes reachad
France from Alglers in 1830, obtained trom the dey’s
captured treasures and looitng of private property.
Only about half of this sum reached the [French]
treasury ... The rest was pocketed by officers and
other personnel who took part in the nvasion.'®

The French Goveornment officially explamed to other
Furopean countries, however, that an invasion of Algeria was
nceessary in order to counter piracy and contain slavery, In reality,
France enslaved the total population of Algeria and made 1t a
dumping ground for French rcfigees. Again, in 1871, many

" In 1874 afier the death of Lows XV, when Charlzs X came w power. he
returnsd the properties fo the émigrés which were carlier distributed among the
cammon farmers by the Jacobins in 1793

" Jamil M. Abun-Nust, A4 Flistory of the Maghrib in the Islamic FPerind
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Prass, 1987, 251
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rcfugecs from Alsace and Lorraine were accommodated 1n Algeria.
These European settiers became the middlemen beiween the
colonizers and the colonized in Algeria. By 1953, just before the
armed struggle tor independence by Algenans began, there were
almost one million French and other European settlers in Algeria
out of a tolal population of about % million.

Slowly, the French colony began to expand beyvond Algicrs.
The people of Algeria taced a similar situation as was faced by the
people of Bengal al the hands of the Bntish. One French
evewilness account describes the occuparion of Tlenween (4 cily in
Alweria):

In 1833 Tlemcen was occupied and it populalion
subjected to torce exile and the arbitrary Imposition of
war Uribules exacted [rom them by General Clauzsl
(successor of General Bourmont), who was impressed
with the city’s prosperity. Those who could not pay in
cash were forced to bring their wives’ jewelry... The
indigenous population 1is in a terrifying state of misery
and deprivation... by expclling the traders, by taking
all sorts of violent measurcs, we have spread miscry
evervwhere.'

Similarly, a Dulch historian describes the occupation of
Indonesia as "desiruclion, resistance and reprmisals were the
monotanous story of the Moluccas™.

This behavior of Turopean colonizers raises questions about
Furopean valuss which during this period were inspiring them for
what has come to be known as the Enlightenment. Historian
Panikkar explains a response citing the case of the Netherlands,
“though the Government of Holland coniinued to  profess
revolutionary principles they added the rider that “the doctrines of

" Queted in Mahfoud Bernoune, The Moking of Comremporary Algeria, 1830-
1987 Colowiol Upheavals and Post independence Development. (Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press, 1983, 38,

' Queted in KM, Panikiar, 86,
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liberty and cquality ... cannot be transferred to nor applied to the
East Indian possessions of the State so long as the security of the
possessions depends on the existing and necessary state of sub-
ordination.””  Another historian, M. Ricklefs, noted that,
“Although the VOC (the Dutch East India Company) as an
organization was Dutch, maoy of its persommel were nol
Adventurers, vagabonds, criminals and the unforiumate from
throughout Turope took its path ot allegiance. lneflliciency,
dishonesty, nepotism, and alcpholism were widespread in the
VOC.™™ However, the historian juslifies the behavior as saying,
“There was much brutality which modem nmunds find repellont, but
it must be remembered that this was a brutal age, and Indoncsians
showed no greater gentleness.™’

By the cnd of the nineteenth century, most parts of the
Muslim world came under European rule. By then, Dritam, the
Netherlands and France were joined by Germany and [taly in
competition for colories in Alnica and Asia. Among European
countries, onky Russia exlended its rule by land; all others came 1o
be maritime powers and occupied territories far away [rom the
mainland. The compettion for colonics and the nise of nationalism
and Social Darwinism in 19™ century Furope intensified so much
that it eventually resulted in the two world wars of {he 207 century.

Unrelenting Economic Explottation nnder Colonization

The early impact of colonialism on the Afro-Asian cconomy was
devastating. The colonialists not only resorted to what might be
calied the looting of available wealth, but by the end of their rule,
the Asian and African countrics were made completely dependent
on Europran cconomics. As opposed (o the claim by Hans Kobn
(quoted carlier), the colonial econmmies were deliberately designed
for the benefit of the “mother countries” in Furope and the
detriment of the colonies. It must be pointed out here thal no Afro-

1% s
Thic.

* M. Ricklefes. 4 History of Modern Fdonesia Since o 1200 (Stanford:
Stanford University Press, 2001, 3 1

' Ibid,
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Aslan country was under [oreign debt befure the colonial era.
Rormesh Dutt, a civil scrvant of the British Indian government,
SAYS!

. [t]he sources of national wealth in India have heen
narrowed under British rule. India in the eighteenth
century was a great manufacturing as well as a great
agneultural country, and the products of the Indian
loom supplied the markcts of Asia and of Lurope. ...
The East India Company and the DBrtish
Parliament,... discouraged Indian manufacturers in
the garly vears of British rule in order to encourage
rising manutacturers of England ™

Romesh Dutt further observes:

Endeavors were made, which were {atally successtul,
to repress Indian manulaciurers and to extend British
manufactures. The impert of Indian goods to Europe
was repressed by prolibilive duties; the export of
British goods to India was encouraged by almost
nomunal duties. The production of raw matcrial n
India for British industries and the consumption of
Brotish manufacturcrs in India were the (wolold
objects of the carly comumerctal pohicy of England.
The Butish mamutacturcr, in the words of the historian
Herace Havman Wilson, “cmployed the amm of the
political injustice to keep down and uilimately
strangle a competitor with whom he could not have

23

contended on equal terms™.

(learly, there 15 & dircet relationship between the Industrial
Revolution m Fngland and the destruction of covon induslries in

2 Romesh Dull, The cconomic Hisiorv of Tadie, 2 wols. (Tondon:
Routledge 1201], 1; ix-x.
< Tbid ., Aivi
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Afro-Asian  countries, pariicularly in Bengal  According 1w
Bennoune, ... the year 1783 saw the introduction of the first
sample of Lnglish muslin (a variety of fme cotton fabrics) Into
Bengal, and 1786 the complete cessation of the exporl of yarn from
tlhus province to England. By 1800 the national industry of India
which gave employment to millions... was on the road to ruin™,
The EIC banned the production of muslin in Bengal. This ban was
implernented by chopping oft the fingers of highly sophisticatcd
artisans so that they not onlv failed to produce muslin, but also
failed to teach the mechanism of ils production to the vounger
generation. “Thus”, observes a historian of Indian economy, “while
the exporl of such Indian raw materials as cotton, silk, hides, oil-
scads, dye-stuffs, and jute that were essential for the progress of
the Industrial Revolution was encouraged by FEngland since the
beginning of ihe nineteenth century, India entered a period of de-
indusirialization and increased dependence of apriculture™,
Stmilarly in Algeria “all the utensils for domestic use that were
manufactured by the potters, tinkers, smellers, coppersmiths and
tinsmiths had been replaced by Europcan hardware”. As a result,
the number of Algerian artisans declined from 100,000 in the nud
ninetecnth cenmury, to 3,500 in 1951 .%°

In order to accumulate wealth very quickly, the Fast India
Company in Bengal imposcd a heavy agricultural tax. The land tax
first imposcd by the Bast India Company was one-hall of the gross
produce of the land. During the last vear of the pre-colonial era,
land revenue of £817,553 was realized, but within thinty years this
amount was mereased to £2,680,000. Huge amounts of money used
to be remiticd out of Bengal annually. According to Romesh Dutt:

... [n]early ane-third of the net reveonues of Bengal
was annually remitted out of the country. But the
actual drain from the country was much larger. A

“ Radhakamal Muketjee. The econveic Histary of Indin: 1699-750% {London:
Lonpmuns, o, 182

= Ibid, 183,

* Bennoune, The Making of Contemporary Aigeria, 67,
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large portion of the civil and military expenses
consisted in the pay of Furopean officials who sent all
their savings out of India. And the vast fortunes rearcd
by those who had excluded the couniry merchants
form their legitimate trades and industries were
antualty sent out of India. The actual dram [rom
Bengal 1s perhaps more correctly represented m the
figurcs for imports and exports for the vears 17606,
1767, and 1768, compiled by Governor [Tarmy Verest,
[The figure 18 imports £624,375 and  exports
£6,311.250F

During the early period of the colonial rule the urban centers
became impoverished und depopulated. The population of the city
of Oran, Algera, in 1830 for example, was about 10,000 which
declined to mere 1,000 1n 1822, In many places, Islam became a
reral phenomenon. Scon, the colonial authorites recognized the
value of the indigenous wark force becuuse the “price paid to the
indigenous worker will not ordinarily exceed a quarter of that
which we are abliged to give the French worker™. As carly as [851
the French Minister of War argued:

To attract the Arab lgborer Lo work for the French
owners... 15 the best and mosl proper thing to do so
that French domination will be asscrted detimtely...
we find in the Arab worker several cssentiat gqualities.
He is sober and does not have too many needs; no
matter how hard the tasks he 13 given Lo perfonn, he is
less disconnccted than then Evropean worker. He is
robust and acclimated and this permuts us to count on
him for all scasons. He is intelligent and docile.™

¥ Romesh Traw, Eeonemic Histovy of India, 1: 46-47.

* Bennouna, The Mabing of Consemporary digeria, 56, 1t should he notzd Lart at
the end of the 19'% cenmzry many Ewopzans were motivated by Social
Darwieism and belisved that the ruces of Asia and Afiica wore inferior w tha
Europeans and that they would evenfually be rared i the face of European
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This pattemn ol ulilizing a labor force became
instilutionalized at a later stage ol colonial history. In this process
of cconomic exploitation, increasingly new colonies were added;
Eeypt becoming one such colony at the end of the 19" century and
remaining of the “sovercign™ Ottoman state,

The idea of a canal linking the Mediterranean and the Red
Sea goes back 1o the time of the Pharaohs, Ottoman Sultan Selim
i (1761-1808} once planncd 1o dig the canal, but in view ot
military weaknesses of the Ouoman and Furopean rivelry for
calonization, the idea was abandoned. Duc to the Napoleenic
Invasion in lhe late eightconth century, the French nfluence
increased in Egypt, and in the middle of the nineteenth century, a
French engineer designed a canal linking the two seas. The Bntisa
were opposed to this idea and in order to reduce the importance of
the canal, they immediately constructed a ratlway lne connecting
the two ports on the coasts. The French continued with their
efforis. however, and sccured the support of the Ottoman governor
of Egypt in 18356, Attempts were made to ruise funds from among
European investors, but the British government took all possible
steps 1o foil these attempts. At Jast, the Egyptian government
decided to borrow [tom European banks to complete lhe projoct.
By the time the Suez Canal was opened for navigation n 1569, the
Egyptian government was alrcady heavily in debt. The government
invited the French empress to the opemng coremony of the canal
and spent extravagantly for the occasion. Meanwhile, Lhe canal was
mostly being used by British ships. The British government found
a good opportunity to pressure the Egyptian government through
creditors. Within five wvcars, the Britishh forced the Lgyphian
government to sell their share {44%) for only £4,000,000 but the

challenges. This belief originated during the European celonia. expemience in
the Americas und in Australasia where Lhe original populatioms were wiped vul,
Latar this beliet was swengthened due o ear’y tesislancs wherz many from the
indigenens peaple died. Both Bengal and Algeris witnessed suvere famines: in
thase famines ulmost ene Sird of sheir popilation penshed. Tlowever when Lhez
celonizlists notized the inereass i popwlation ameng the natives, imnally they
were surprised. However, they reconciled with the phenomenon obsernving thal
the local population could be proved 1o be assats to thy eolonial designs.

_h
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debt had already risen to over £100,000,000% In order to “help”
F.avpt pay back the forcign debt, the British pressured the Egypuan
government o appoint 4 British advisor with a ministerial rank
who would advise on bow the country could repay ihe debl. The
British advisor imposed heavy taxes on the Epyptian cotton
producers instead of increasine lolls for the users of the Suez
Canal. There was an immediale reaction — the Egyptian forces,
under the leadership of Ahmad “Urabi Pasha, son of an Egvptian
peazant, revolied aguinst the government i 1881, This provided
the British a pretext w invade Egvpt directly. The British forces
launched an attack from their ships in the Medilerranean and the
indiscrinmnate onslavghl of civilians forced the revolutionaries 1o
surrender. Egvpt was added to a long list of Brtish colonics,
although it officially remamned pari of the Ottoman state. Through
these methods, the Muslim world was made dependent on Furope.
However, it is shocking to note that historian, Hans Kohn, believed
that calonialism brought economic benefit to Asia and Atrica. It s
cven more shocking when one notices how Hans Kohn sct the
“scholarly™ pattern in writing colonial history. This 15 manifested
well in the generalization on the impact of nationalism in the
Mushim world.

The Question of Nationalism and Tdentity

The 1dea of nationaltsm originally surfaced m Europe. There 15 no
precise and widely accepted definition of nationalism, but scholars
agree with the view that the concept 1s represenled in hislory by
independent and sovereign nation-states which claim the cxelusive
loyaliy of their ciiizens.” One historian noted this development in
Burope as:

“¥ 1t should be noted here that the Epvptian sovernment bad ne forsign debt in
[R50}

* (Om the history of roe developmens of rationalism, see Catlton T, Hayes, The
Historicol Evolution of Modern Nationalism (New Yook Macmitian 1931} and
TMans Kohna, Nativeedises: Fiy Mewsisg and Hissory (Primezston: Princeton
University Press, 19533 Other werks of these two famous stodents of
maionahism convey the sune message. On the question of layalty, see ITaves,
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. [a]n age when Christianity was in tetreat, (where)
nationalism became the dominant spiritual force
ningteenth-century  Turopean  life.  Nationalism
provided new beliefs, martyrs, and “holy” days that
stimulated  feelings  of  reverence; il offered
mecmbership in a communily, which satistied an
overwhelming psychological need of human beings
for fellowship and identity. And pationalism supplied
a mission — to which people could dedicate
themsclves.

It is precisely on (his question of loyalty with nationalism
being a spiritmal force that the concept clashes with that of wmmah.
Given that natlonalism first developed in Europe, onc nceds to
understand the concept as it developed in that region and then
cxamire how it telated to the cmergence of nation-states in Mushm
lands. A ihrough examination of the orowth of nationalisl
movements in the Mushim world is not within the scope of this
paper; however, still one could make the following general
observations.

Prior to the Renaissance there were hardly any traces of
nationalism, cither in Europe or in the Islamic world, for there
were no nation-states in those days. The objeet ol popular loyalty
was rchigion: in Burope, 11 wus [,']:I_T:isti:mi*tj,-'__31 and 1 the Muslun
world an individual’s primary loyalty was to ihe Islamic wnmah
and shari'ah. With the development of nationalism in Europe a
Christian became an Englishman, a Frenchman, Spamsh, or a
ne of the olher notonalities. In the Muslim weorld,
however, aller the initial shock of colonial penetration, as Muslhims
rcalized thal direci armed conflict against European powers would

-

s mantae A
LU ILILACd AFn ar

77 amd Eokn, | Alsa sse K. W, Doutsch, Natosalfiss and  Sociad
Conmmrnication (Cambridze: ML Preyss, 1953).

" See Marvin Porry, e, Wewtern Clullization: Ideas, Poditcs, and Seciefy
{Boston: TToughton, Midtlin, 2004), 553,

0r the guesdon of lovaky in European sociery in the Middles Ages, sse
Catlien T H. Hayes, Eiscw on Nationaliss (New York, 1922 25
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not succeed, the struggle fur self-rule took a new direction at the
end of the 19" centurv. Muslim lcaders rccognized ihe
backwardness of their soctety and began to encaurage their people
ta lcarned European languages, science and philosophy. In the
process, they also learned about ﬂaur:rnall:-.m and began to argue ot
liberty and self-rule on Taropcan terms.” They argucd that they
were different from their Furopean masters and that they would
like to be soverned by their own national cultires and values
which were recognized and accommodated by the values of
Furape. One must note the sharp distinction between development
of nationalism in Muslim countries and in Eurepcan countries,
however. While Furopean Enlightenment intellectuals approached
the study of society as a reaction against the Church and 1es role in
governing sociely, somcthing which gradually sccularized thc:
notion of law and government, Mustim intellectuals m the 19"
century were conditioned by the colonization ol their lands.
Therefore, while the traditional symbols of pationalism were
secularized in Europe, they ncvertheless still carmied religious
weight in Muslim surmroundings: while the Furopeans found
satisfaclion in sacrificing their lives lor the glory of the nation,
Muslims wore satisfied with martyrdom and reward 1n the
Hereafter.

The carlicst works on nationalistn in Mushim countries were
published in the 1920s. Two major books on the subject were
published, both of which were written by lans Kobn {(whom we
have alrcady encuuntercd), a Hungarian-borm journabist who
parlicipated in the Zionist student movement and who was
influenced by nco-romantic German nationalism before the First
World War.” Later scholars of nationalism depended heavily on
Hans Kohn's works, as we shall demonstrate in the lollowing

¥ Tr, however, would be a mistake to assume that this was a deliberzie choice ot
Vslim inielicerzals. This was cather a natural oweome ef thar stody af
European civilization.

¥ Hans Kohn, & History of Nationalism in the East (New York: Hareourt, 1992)
and Natienolism cad haperialism in the Hither Fust (New York: Tloward
Feriig, 196%), originally publishad in Germany, 1926 For Kohn's
background, sec the proface to Lis book A Fisiery of MNetianafisw in the Faxt.
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pages, Kohn traveled widely in the Middle Last as a correspondent
for the German newspapers, Frankfurier Zeftung and Newe Zurkher
Zeitung. Kohn believed that Mushm countries were going through
a seculanzation process sinular to that of Europe. After observing
the development oi nationalist idzas in Asia, he noted:

A fow vears back religion was the determyining factor
in the LEast. Nationalism 1s not ousting relimion, but
more or less rapidly taking a place beside i,
frequently fortifying it, beginning to transform and
impair it. National symbols arc acquiring teligious
authority and sacramental inviclability. The truth
which men will defend with their lives is no longer
exchusively religious, on occasion even 1l 15 no longer
religious at all, but in increasing measure national ™

¥ ohn further observed:

Only twenly-five vears upo the Turks, the Arabian,
and the BEgyphians described themselves first and
foremmost  Mohammedans, They  were not wel
conscious ol ethnical designations, or only accorded
secondary consideration. Today the Mohammedan 1
primarily a member of his nation or a ciizen ol his
state and afterwards a Mohammedan ™

On the basis of these observations, Kohn formed a theory in
the study of social change, He said: “Nationalism takes the place of
religion as the prineiple of governing all social and intellectual
life.””” We shall demonstrate later, however, that Kohn was wrong.
For the moment, however, we shall focus on huow his expertise on
the 1ssuc influenced later schalars.

** Hans Kohn, Mationalizm and mperiglism in the Flither Easr 19,
* ibid, 24
 Mans Kohn, 4 History of Natoaafism in the Easi, §.

h
Ay



ARDULLAH AT-AX34N

A widely-quoted scholar on nationalism, Iarvard professor
Rupert Emerson, gencralized a theory that “the rise of nationulism
coincides with the decline in the hold of religion™. He supported
his view by citing Kohn and suggesting:

He formulated a universal sociological view which he
saw as signitying the transition from medicval to
modem forms of organization: religious groupings
lost power when they contronted with  the
consciousness of a commeon nationality and specch. ™

Following Kohn’s “universal sociotogical theorv?, Rupert
Lmerson again theorized the growth of nation-states in Asia and
Africa saving that:

The nations have come to be aceepted as Laking
priority over c¢laims coming from other sources.
Farmly, tribe, locality, religion, conscisnce, cconomic
mterest and a host of other appeals may at any given
time and place prevail over national allegiance for
parncular individuals or groups. But it is the
charzcteristic feature of the national era that for most
man the nattonal allcgiance takes procedence over all
other claims which may be made upon them when
they are confronted with alternative choices of
allcglances, as mosl srikingly in time of war. ™

This  “universal  sociological  iheory™  became  the
furdamental stwmbling block for a fair understanding of Muslim
consciousness. This theory secems Lo subscribe to the view that
teligions emerged in history out of human fear of death.

* See Rupert Timerson, From Empire fo Nation: The Rise of Self- dsyertion of
Asiern and African Peoples (Cambridge: Harvard University Prass 19607, 154,
and the correspending nole on page 436,

* Ibid, v7.
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This “umiversal saciological theory™ was then applied by
historians of nationalism in the context of the Muslim world. Erwin
I J. Rosenthal observed: “We witness loday a vulnerable Islam
gradually piving way before a scrular nationalism ... the classical
concept of {slam's religious and political unity is now threatened
by the notion - arismg from the effects of the French Revolution -
of Lhe separation of religion and politics.”The observation of the
second scholar, Bernard Tewis, is even more dircet in pointing out
the impact secularism had on modem Islam. Referring to the
mission of the Prophet of Islam, Lewis says: “Another such
struggle 1s being fought in our own time - not asainst Al-Lat and
Al-"Uzza (pre-Islamic objects of worship) - but a new sct of idols
called statcs, races, nations; this time 1t is the idols that seem o be
victorious.™

Noting the role religious ideas plaved in many wars of
independence in Asia and Africa, onc sociologist siated that “in
tradittonal societies religion 1y @ mass phenomenon, politics 1s not;
n transitional socieries religion can serve as the means by which
the masses becomc politicized 7" Following this theory, onc
Turkish scholar elaims withi regard 1o the role of Islam in Turkish
SoCIety!

In the case of countrizs under colonial rule with
incipicnt nationalist movements, religion became a
symbol of identity with the cultural heritage of the
indigenous peoples which the colonial powers had
attempted to destroy, Henece religion was used as an
ctfective tool [or social and political mobilization by
nationalist leaders bent upon implanting a sense of
pride in national culnre and values.™

B Roserthal, Islam in rhe Muodan Nation Stare (Cummbndge: Cambridge
Toiversily Press, 1963 ), xdi-xiil.

! Bernard Lewis, The Middle Fase and the Wess, (Bleomington: Tndigna
University Pross, 19673, 70,

~ Donsld E. Sraith, Refigion and Palinical Develepment {Bosten: Linle Brown,
1970, 124,

2 Binnaz Toprak, Istam and Political Development in Turken (Ledden: E ). Brill,
1951}, pp. 36-7. For a similar vicw on the role of religion in Africa and Asia
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Concluding Remarks

Clearly there has been a misconstruction of the modern history of
the Muslim world.  Whether this  miscanstruction  and
misinterprelation has been created deliberately or this is an
accidental phenomenon is a debalable guestion. One could argue
that this was purposely done in order to justify neo-colonialism and
support such views by establishing intellectual superiority on the
subject. One could also arpue that these views were introduced to
simplify the understanding about the human nature. The view that
Europe has pioneered contemporary  world  civilization and
whatever has happened in Europe must follow in other parts of the
world. Treatment ol these questions demands wider scope than one
short article. These questions, however, are very important for both
social scicnces and humanities. Any contribution in this regard will
aid n finding the truth and thus, in our opinion, help understand
the interaction of East ard West in the colonial days betier.

see Rupert Dmwrson, From Empire fo Natien: the Rive of Svifdsserion of
Asian and African Feovles {Carbridge: Huvaré University Press, 1350,
particalary 153-69
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