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MUSLIM SCIENTISTS AND
WORLD CIVILIZATION
Wale...,,1 F. Faris ond Ollnn",> O. Khalifa

INTRODUCTION

Any Muslim wlU, brl~f acqualnlanoe In Islamic hIStory shuuld be
awar" uf the fact that Islamic world·vlcw of the first few centurk"
UlJra. provided powt:rful source of InspJ.-auon, especially for Ihe
Muslim people"s quest fur knowlC<lgc. n,e~ an:, s<:VeraJ lUyths
that reside In the minds of many people indudlng Muslims In
relatlon 10 the Musllm contribuUon to cMlizatlon. In Ihis paper.
" "limber of Myths wHi he dh.euS'lCd. F1n>t MytJ' "MUSUlllS did
not ",Id to the Cl"t-'Ck heritage bUl they kCl'1 It Intact "nUl the
Europeans "arne 10 discover II bIer In the rcnai",-""n.-;e",

TIll" myth Wil" referred 10 as "the fTidge theory" l>y Profcs!lOr
Abdul J tamld Sab", of Harvard Unlverslly. l>o:cause It implies thai
Muslims kept ti,e Greek herltal,.'" intact In a -fridge", lllOugh. Ihls
mylh sUli flw-s In many -Jl'l':udo·j;derll!fic· Ix>oks lhat ",.., written
hy academicIans. the tn.llh L~ lhal Ihls theory Is scientifIcally
debunked many years b'lck. Just taking a look al the ~Icnccs

I"at wt:re completely InltlateU by M1IslhnS _ C<'" k"ow the
truth,

Algebra. trigonometry. new theories In astronomy. sllrg<"Y)'.
ehelllistry arc J1Isl examples or a long chldn, TIlls 1;1 beside the
sharv erltlelsm of allihe ancient herll~e of oth"r cMllzaUons lhat
Muslims lranslllled Sin~.., very early ages. SC~...,nd Mylh "Muslhns
slarteU !heIr clvlU7~"'Uon afler translating lhe Grt:ek heritage til
the Ma'mun em", ThiS IS One of the hard myths thai ,~ flQ<1.Ung
even on the to"&'11C of Mushms and In ,heir writing. In fact Ihe
sct"ntlfle devdopment started from tl,e very flrsl day of Islam
1.,,_ dUring Prophet Muhamu"''' (PllUII) lin,,,. TI,e biography of
11,,, Iwph"l shows that h" him""If used the lalesl technology In
the wan,,"".
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