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Housing development in Malaysia is bounded to obey several acts and legislation which among them is the
Planning Guidelines and Standards set out by the Town and Country Planning Department of Malaysia. This
guideline serves as a written statement that contains guides that become reference in advancing any development. It
is used by local planning authorities in controlling activities in land development for uniform, comfortable and safe
execution. Among the most important guidelines closest to the policy in providing recreational area to a community
is the Guideline on Recreation and Open Spaces, under Act A933 (Garispanduan Tanah Lapang dan Rekreasi,
Pindaan 1995, Akta (A933), Seksyen 2(f), Bil No. 21/97 and The Town and Country Act, 172 (Akta Perancangan
Bandar dan Desa, 1976 (Akta 172.). The policy also calls for recreational areas to be gazette and for their
development to be monitored, for environmentally sensitive areas to be protected and for green areas to be
established as buffer zones to limit urban development. However, the specific guidelines in developing
Neighbourhood Parks are hardly stated. Merely an indication of a general and very broad guideline which stipulates
a 10% of open spaces and recreation must be provided in any residential development, commercial development as
well as in industrial developments. This is what Malaysia is experiencing now. Housing development especially in
Malaysia has now grown to a stage where location relative to the nearest park or green area contributes to the most
highly regarded property. This research have concluded that in order to explore the current Malaysian policy on
green open spaces an analysis of use pattern of the users who uses the green open spaces is needed. This research is
important as it helps to verify how green open spaces could complement the existing planning guidelines into
developing a more user specific needs in all outdoor recreational venues.
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. Malaysian Pollcy on Green Open Spaces “Open space for recreational, sports and environmental beautification is based on a standard of 10% of the
gross development area of the said housing scheme. The calculation of the 10% of the gross development area
Housing development in Malaysia is bounded to obey several act and legislation which among them is the would also include a 30% of the reserve to be for infrastructures and utilities. This 10% of open space

Planning Guidelines and Standards which often refers to as the Garis Panduan dan Perancangan, set out by the requirement forms the basis of most of Malaysia’s modern townships today”.
Town and Country Planning Department of Malaysia.

Guidelines for Recreational Open Space Provision,
cited in Open Spaces in Urban Malaysia,

. . . . . . q. . . . . Federal Department of Town and Country Planning (2005, p.70)
Among the most important guidelines closest to the policy in providing park area to a community is the Guideline - . - -

on Recreation and Open Spaces, under Act A933 (Garispanduan Tanah Lapang dan Rekreasi, Pindaan 1995, Akta

(A933), Seksyen 2(f), Bil No. 21/97 and The Town and Country Act, 172 (Akta Perancangan Bandar dan Desa, . .
1976 (Akta 172) by the Town and Country Planning Department of Malaysia. . Evolution of Malays1an Green Open Spaces
This act serves as: According to the Malaysian Federal Department of Town and Country Planning
(2005), the development of open spaces in Malaysia has overwhelmingly evolved
. A guideline towards development and implementation of the recreation and open spaces in Malaysia. as a part of the current Malaysian urban fabric. The design of green open spaces
in Malaysia has experienced an increased in its activity because of the
It stated among others type of recreation available, recreational function, classification of recreational Government’s decision to develop new parks in order to improve the current
. area and its usage, current issues on recreation and open spaces and the implementation procedures. health, well-being and the way of life of the Malaysian population (Abu Bakar

2002 in Abdul Malek, 2006).

Provision for 10%
Tasks Recreational and green open spaces Subsequently, all green open space developments in Malaysia were geared
towards the Garden City Concept in the Garden Nation 2005 ideal. This initiative
——————————————————————————————————————————————————— was motivated by our former Prime Minister of Malaysia, Datuk Seri Dr. Mahathir
Type of Housing Commercials Industries Mohamed. Until today, the conceptualization appeared in all present-day
Malaysian green open spaces and neighbourhood gardens developments such as

_ Institutional _ the advancement of new neighbourhood housing concepts as well as all
commercial and institutional developments (Abdul Malek, 2006). On that

account, a sequence of that evolution will be further explained in Figure 2 below.

Structure Plan Regional Plan
(Rancangan Struktur) (Rancangan Tempatan)
To be adopted in _ N
Local Development Plan Rural Development Plan * Forbidden Gardens
(Rancangan Pembangunan (Rancangan Pusat eRoyal courts of the Malay society (Malaccan Sultanate & Kelantan Sultanate)
Daerah) Pertumbuhan Desa) g
"\
——————————————————————————————————————————————————— e Early Dutch settlement in Malacca
To be gazetted Kanun Tanah Negara *Dutch first introduced the concept of 'city square’ J
under (Section 62 and 204D)

e Early British occupation

eIntroduced the concept of green lawn (padang). The English style of urban
green. v

Adhere to the minimum standards of requirement
Developer to (Site clearing, drainage systems & main road entrance + planting of
turfing/grass for public usage).

e Post British occupation
e Development of new township or satelite town

State Authority to Issue CFO/CCC + Green Open Space to be maintained by
Developer + before handling to Local Authority

e Modern Era
» Gardening and beautification efforts in neighbourhood parks

Provide water reservoir as part of the green open spaces
(Garis Panduan Perancangan Kawasan Kolam Takungan Sebagai
Sebahagian Tanah Lapang)

e Urban Renewal
» Enhancing the guality of life

Developer to

Provide hierarchy and dividing and functions of the
recreational and green open spaces
(Piawaian Perancangan Tanah Lapang dan Rekreasi, JPBD) 21/97)

* Garden Nation
¢ Towards the Garden City Concept

Figure 1: Implementation guideline for the provision of Recreational and Green Open Spaces in Malaysia.
Source: (Piawaian Perancangan Tanah Lapang dan Rekreasi, JPBD and Abdul Malek, N., 2009)

e Green Developments
» Towards greener and sustainable development
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Conclusion

Figure 3: The Malaysian Green Open Spaces evolution.

Adopted from: Abdul Malek, N. (2006) )
@ The results from this study supported

the hypothesis and therefore

. . . . indicated that there were significant
Results: Distributions of Park Users correlations between quality green

Use Pattern in Neighbourhood Parks open spaces (o use and between use
patterns to satisfaction aspect.

D- . T] .

I will only visit the park if there is some special event 54.1 25.1 20.8 is direct relatlonShlp between use and

: fth Lvi . nal activities including h " | " . going on quality green open spaces. Hence
Figure 2: Some of the usual views and recreational activities including hardscapes and softscape elements found in a indicating that park users’ use pattern

Malaysian neighbourhood parks. Ido not like the sound of water 72.2 14.5 13.2 ; ; :
Source: Taman Tasik Menjalara & Taman Lembah Kiara, Kuala Lumpur, Author (2009). _ 15 Ob_Vlous.ly an 1mp0ﬂant aspect to
consider in relation to assessment
I do not like this park as it have too many trees 67.2 19.1 13.7
. Results: CFA on Use Pattern

CFA on Use Pattern (USE)

and development of quality

. MethOd _ walk my pets to this park everyday 71.0 18.4 10.6 neighbourhood parks.
@ The total participants for the study 57.7 24.6 17.6 @ It could be a tool with the best
were 414 daily park users in two variables tested to be considered for

| often celebrate birthday parties or have BBQ with 57.9 23.7 184 the assessment of a quality

local neighbourhood parks in
Malaysia.

friends and family in the park neighbourhood park in an urban

ntext.
lusually relax alone resting by the pond or sit on the 384 25.8 35.8 conte

@ Two study areas were used, the first grass

one 1s Taman Lembah Kiara, in

Taman Tun Dr. Ismail, Kuala lonly come here to accompany my children to the 43.2 251 316 Abdul Malek, N., & Mariapan, M. (2009). Visitors
playground Perception on Vandalism and Safety Issues in a
Malaysian Urban Park. Theoretical and Empirical
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: Taman Rimba Riang, in Kota !

i : g, L like to fish here 594 230 18.6 Researches in Urban Management, 4(13), 93-107.
I Damansara, Petaling Jaya.

I Abdul Malek, N. (2006). Vandalism and Safety Issues
: ) I prefer smaller parks 63.3 21.0 15.7 in an Urban Park: A Malaysian Experience.
I . Both parks were located in two Unpublished Masters by Research, University of
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Figure 3: Confirmatory Factor Analysis on Use Pattern Items

(Nurhayati Abdul Malek, Manohar Mariapan & Mustafa Kamal Mohd Shariff, 2012) Table 1: Distribution of Park Users Use Pattern in Neighbourhood Park

IIUM Research, Invention and Innovation Exhibition 2013



USE PATTERN

INTERNATIO
INVENTION

OVATION EXHIBITIO
e Cultural Activi
9th = zoth'

By R P P R TR PR P PRy

PROF. DR. AHMAD FARIS ISMAIL
Deputy Rector (Research and Innovation)
International Islamic University Malaysia

essee

PROF.

Chairman
IRIIE 2013 Organizing Committee






